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HE pious Reader is deſired to obſerve, _ 


That theſe prayers, according to the 
method of the 'church-offices, may ſerve 


for every day in the week, in this manner: 
The prayers for Sunday are to be repeated 


on thoſe days of the week, on which there 
is no memorial of any ſaint. And for thoſe 


days of the week, on which is commemora- 


ted any ſaint, the prayers are here provided, 
either proper to the feſtival, or elſe to. be 
taken out of the common, as ſet down at 


the end. And thus is there a proviſion for 
every day. | 
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SUN DAYS, HOLY-DAYS, an» 
oruterR FESTIVALS. 


— > ——— 


FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 


GOSPEL, LUKE xxi. 25, 33. 


THIS being a holy time appointed by the 

church as a preparation for the great ſolem- 
nity of God's mercy in the birth of our Redeemer, 
let us now beg grace of the divine bounty, that 
we may well employ this time, according to the 
deſign of the church, and thus hope to partake 


* 


of ths divine mercies. | 
Let us Pray. "HIP 
O GOD, who haſt wrought ſo many 


mercies for us, and knowing that F 
A ij : | | 

"Þ 

. 
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through our great unworthineſs we are in 
danger of loſing the benefit of them, haſt 
therefore appointed times wherein we may 
look into the ſtate of our ſouls, and remove 
all that which may be an obſtacle to thy 
grace: Grant we may make a right uſe of 
of this favour, and ſo employ this Advent, 
as to prepare our ſouls for meeting our Re- 
deemer. 

Grant, O Lord, we may truly conſider 
the greatneſs of this favour, inaſmuch as all 
the works of thy mercy muſt be loſt to us, 
if we are not prepared to receive them. 

Hence may we turn all our thoughts to exa- 
mine what indiſpoſitions there are in us; and 
ſince theſe can be nothing but either ſin, or 
the eſſects of fin, hence again let us reſolve 
upon making it the buſineſs of this time to 
ſearch into our ſins, and into all thoſe our 
ways, which are the ways of corruption. _ 

And not only ſearch into them, but hke- 
wile enter upon iuch means as may be ne- 
ceflary to overcome them, and by the ſerious 
endeavours of a ſincere repentance, ſeek to 
obtain the favour of thy peace. 

O God; how happy a time would this be 
to us, ſhould we thus employ it in preparing 

our ſouls for thy mercy! How might the 
Fruit of a few days recollection be the com- 

fort Gf eternity! How might we bleſs thee 


Firſt Sunday in Advent. : 


for ever for the grace of this time! Grant us 
therefore, O Lord, this grace, that we may 
no more loſe this opportunity, .as we have 
too often already done, but carefully improve 
5 to thy glory, and the beneſit of our ſouls. 
Amen. 


That we may be truly ſerious in now ſeeking 
for mercy, the church lays before us this day the 
1 terror of God's juſtice in the laſt and general 
| judgment, that being excited by fear, we may 
u make a ſeaſonable proviſion againſt it. Lei us 
beg grace to make this good uſe of what is Pro- 


poſed. 
ors GOD, who propoſeſt the Aeli, of 
thy ag ment to us, that by the ſight | 
of thy juſtice we may be more earneſt in 
laying hold of thy mercy : Grant, we be- 
ſeech thee, we may make this good uſe of 
the terrors laid before us this day, and thus 
wiſely, according to the deſigns of thy good- 
. neſs, turn thy juſtice into mere 


Grant we may truly apprehend the terrors 
ing  . of the laſt day, when Chriſt ſhall come in 


Let us e . 


pe majeſty to judge the world. 
. When the earth, with all its Nodes d va- 


nities, having being conſumed by fire. 
A 11 
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All mankind, from the beginning of the 
world, ſhall be ſummoned by — laſt trumpet 
to take up their bodies, dad nee beßene 
their Judge 

When al ſhall be obliged to give an ac- 
count of the fins of their whole life. 

When the thoughts of all ſhall be revealed, 
a all that wickedneſs, which had | darkneſs 
to cover 1t, ſhall be brought to ligh | 

When the ſecret contrivances of by hypoeriſy 
and envy, of malice and revenge, of pride 
and ſenſuality, with all their hidden circum- 
ttances, ſhall be diſcovered in the face of the 
whole world. | 
When finners ſhall ſee all the crimes of 
their whole lives at once laid before them, 
without any poſſibility of colour or excuſe. 

When they ſhall ſee themſelves without 
Cried or any hopes of favour, but certain- 
by to be judged according as they have any, 
whether good or evil. 

When they fſb4ll. fee their Judge 8 
them 2 by their crimes, and 
though infinite in merey, yet ſee no mercies 
in him but what they have deſpiſed. 

When they ſhall ſee eternity before them, 
and that whatever is their doom, it is to be 
their doom for ever, without a PEI 
redreſs. 
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When they ſhall ſee hell open ready to 
receive them, and the miniſters of God's 
juſtice waiting only for his word to ſeize and 
caſt them headlong into unquenchable flames. 
Without any reſpect to ſtate, ſex, age or 
condition; but rich and poor, magiſtrate 
and ſubject, all alike to become the prey of 
devils, and receive the juſt TECOMIPENCE? of 
their iniquities; 6 

When the Judge ſhall ſeparate them from 
the righteous, and pronounce with power 
and majeſty that laſt and terrible ſentence, 
Go ye curſed into eternal fire, which an mw 
prepared for the devil and his angels. |) | 
When all thoſe unhappy Sebel ſhall 
ſee too late the errors of their ways. 

When they ſhall ſee their folly in having 
neglected the time that was nd em 
to prepare for eternity. 

That for the ſhadows and dreams of 3 
few moments, they have brought themſelves 
into this ſtate of deſpair. ä 

That for courting a corruptible body and 
a deceitful world, they have prochalgc: to 
themſelves everlaſting torments. 

That for pleaſing © themſelves a few years, 
they have provoked the wrath of God againſt 
them, and ſhall never more have the þ A 
of mercy. | 


A iv 
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But when a thouſand and ten thouſand 
millions of years are over, they thall ſee no 
poſlibility of relief, but ſhall even then, as 
it were, begin their miſery afreſh. - 

This is to be the wretched ſtate of thoſe 

unhappy ſinners, who neglecting the time of 
mercy, ſhall at the laſt day fall under the 
anger of their judge. 
Grant, O God, we beſeech thee, we 
may have a true apprehenſion of theſe laſt 
terrors, and that the memory of thy judg- 
ments may. be always ſo preſent before us, 
that the forelight may be a means of never 
baving any experience of them. 

Confirm us, O bleſſed Lord, fo far in the. 
remembrance of them, that we may have 
always a fear of th judgment ; that this 
may make us watchful over all our ways, 
and reſolute in ſtanding againſt all the ſolici- 
tations to ſin. 

Let us be armed with this thought when- 
ever the devil invites us to evil, and let this 
be one motive of never conſenting to fin, 
that we are not able to dwell with everlaſt. 


flames. 
| es this prepare us againſt all thi fnares 
of wicked company and the world, that there 
is nothing ſo charming in them, for the ſake 
of which one would chuſe to be the com- 
panion of devils. 


- 
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Let us with this give an anſwer to all the 
difficulties of a virtuous life, that it is much 
eaſier bear! reſent ſelf-denials then to be 
ſet on the le left hand of the judge, and hear 
that dreadful ſentence, Go you curſed into 
eternal fire. 

Let us with this make our defence 
againſt all the troubles of this life, that they 
are to be eſteemed as valuable by chriſtians, 
if with them we can make an intereſt with 
our judge, and if by being patient under 
them, we can remove or moderate that 


wrath which, is due to our fins. Since 


therefore God has informed us that tribu, 
lation is the way to glory, and th by ; 
fouls are purified like Gold m hee 
againſt that day when Chriſt ſhall be mani- 
feſted; hence let us offer ourſelves to all 
tribulations, eſteeming all as welcome, which 
may be a means of procuring peace againſt 
the laſt day, and delivering us from the 
anger of our judge. 

Wheretore, () God, behold, in \ confider; 
ation of that laſt day we here offer our- 
ſelves to whatever portion thou ſhalt pleaſe 
to ordain for us of troubles in this life; 
Here cut, here burn, here afflict us as thou 
wilt, ſo thou ſpare ug hereafter at the laſt 
appearance. 

5 A v 
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Upon the ſame conſideration we Aw 
| judge that no ſort of penitential life is to 
be eſteemed difficult, ſo it may be a means 
of puniſhing fin,” and finding mercy with 
our judge. Wherefore, O God, behold 
we now implore thy grace, that we may 
no longer go on in the ways of ſin, but 
embrace ſuch a method, as may be moſt 
proper for humbling the ſinner, and leſſen- 
ing the terror of thoſe judgments which are 
due to our fins.” 0 

Teach us to have a horror of Serge 
eternity to the vain follies of a few moments; 
and may it now be our ſtudy how to manage 
a few moments ſo, that they may be ſervice- 
able for ſecuring our eternal peace. 

May we now chuſe to renounce the plea- 
ſing 1nvitations of this world, and enter into 
tuch diſcipline as may oblige nature to 
mourn at preſent, in hopes of that future 
joy which is promiſed. en oft 

Happy mortifications, happy ſelf denials; 
which procure mercy from our God! And 
wretched thoſe ſatisfactions which treaſurg 
up his wrath againſt us! Reſcue us, there- 
fore, O God, from all. theſe . — 
ſnares; and may thy grace put us 
in ſuch a method, by which the at. 
ment 1 28 not be our e but our hr. F 
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May we now call over the account of all 
our whole lives, ſetting ſome day apart for; 
this purpoſe :: May we now accuſe, judge, 
and condemn ourſelves, and be willing now 
| to. ſuffer the puniſhment due to our: ſins.) 
Now may we judge ourſelves, that we may 
not be judged ; now may we punifſi ours 
ſelves, becauſe juſtice . it; and 
now, O Jeſus, may we labour to engage 
thy meroy to us, laying; hold of the media- 
tion of thy ſacred blood, which now thou 
offer eſt to ſinners, that being ſolicitous to 
forſake the world, and live by thy goſpel, 
we nray not be judged with the world; 
but find mercy with ther. 

Now we have time for Aki it; if thoſe 
wretches, who are already condemned to 
hell, had the ſame opportunity as we have, 
how would they make uſe of it, and if we do 
not make uſe of it may not this neglect bo 
the loſs of all, and put us into the ſame 
ſtate of deſpair with them!? It is thy mirucu- 
lous er rg O Lord, which: can e 


77180 


Let as br. 


83. 
1 


| AISE. _— 0 Lord; We beleech thes} 
thy power, and come, that by thy 


protection we may be::freed from the im- 
minent dangers of our ſins, and by thy 
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mercy: be ſaved; who liveſt and reigneſt 


with the Father, in. the unity we the Holy 
n ee | 


FOR EVERY:; DAY IN ADVENT. 


Msn gracious Fra by whoſe direc. 


tion this time is appointed for re- 
newing the memory of thy infinite mercy to 
man in the incarnation of thy only Son; 
Grant we ma live, this holy time, in the 
ſpirit of thankſgiving, and every day raiſe 
up our hearts to thee in the grateful 
acknowledgment | of what thou done 
for us. | Yi 

Help us, O God, in this dna} ang ſuffer 
us not to live on dull, ſenſeleſs and un- 
thinking, when we. have fo great an act of 
thy. mercy before us: Suffer not our 
thoughts to be wholly conſumed upon 
worldly buſineſs, or carried away with im- 
pertinencies and follies, when we have the 
wonders of thy goodneſs calling upon us to 
adore, praiſe, and give glory to thy name. 

0 God, this would be a great ingratitude, 
and too plainly diſcover the unhappineſs of 
our inward ſtate, in not being touched with 
the ſenſe either of our own miſery through 


oy <_ 7 
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ſin, or of thy deliverance in the redemption 
wrought by Jeſus Chriſt. Deliver us, there- 
fore, we beſeech thee, from this reproach, 
and now vouchſafe us thy grace, that as 
often as we approach before thy holy altar, 
or are preſent at thy ſacred myſteries, we 
may call to mind thy mercies, and. give 
thanks for them, and never fail one day- of 
this holy time to proſtrate before thee, and 
on our knees to offer up ſome prayers in ac- 
knowledgment of thy goodneſs to loſt man, 
and of. thy only Son humbling: himſelf, in be- 
coming man for our falvation. And this, 


O God, may we do, not only in words, 


but from our hearts, and by endeavouring 
that the conſideration of thy bleſſings may 
be every day the increaſe of our love towards 
fo merciful a benefa&or.' _ | 

Beſides this, we aſk thy grace, O God; 
that we may make a due uſe of this holy 
time, for preparing our ſouls to receive 
Chrift our Lord coming into the world at 
the approaching ſolemnity of Chriftmas. 


Por this end, we beſeech the, O' bleſſed - 


Lord, both to teach us, and help us to make 
this preparation, that ſo our ſouls may be in 
ſuch à diſpoſition, as to receive the benefit 
and graces of his coming. 

And ſince no difpoſition can be better for 
us than that of his own Holy Spirit, in which 


% 
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* 


he tame into the world, help us, by thy 
divine grace, to live at this time by the ſame 
Spirit, and let this, O God, have the di- 
rection of our inward and outward man. 

Chriſt came into the world poor, humble, 
and meek; grant, O God, that thus we 
may prepare to meet him; Grant, that we 
may now be watchful in reſiſting all the ſug - 
geſtions of pride and prodigality; that noth- 
ing of a vain or haughty mind may appear. 
either in our words or actions; but that 
practiſmg a general humility, we may be 
eaſy, mild, and moderate to all, and thus 
endeavour to live by the ſpirit of Chriſt. 
R. Grant, O God, that thus we: any PR 
ta meet our Nedeemer. 

Chriſt came into the world 1 to ſuffer 
tribulations from the hands of ſinners, and 
Was patient under all, having an entire con- 
formity to the will of his Father; Grant, O 
God, we may thus prepare to meet him, 
Grant we may now be watchful in reſiſting 
all motions to paſſion and impatience; that 
nothing of contention or quarrelling be found 
in us; and that we may force our will to a 
peaceable ſubmiſſion, under all troubles, 
whatever ſhall befal us in this time. R. 
Grant, O God, that thus Wwe yy 1 ts. 
wean wart Redeemer. | > ce 
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| Chriſt came into the. world to ſuffer. for 
our ſins, ſo that his whole life was a life of 
the croſs, and was finiſhed at length on 
Mount Calvary by his dying on the croſs; 
Grant, O God, that thus we may prepare 
to meet him: Grant we may now conſider 
what puniſhment is due to our ſins; and 

entering into the ſpirit of penance, may we 
let no day paſs without a ſin- offering, with- 
out ſuffering ſomething, as juſtice ſhall de- 
mand in chaſtiſement of our offences; and 
where our ſin has been, there may the pu- 
niſhment be. R. Grant, O God, that thus we 
may prepare to meet our Redeemer. | 

+ Chriſt came into the world, not to as 
his own- will, but the will of his heavenl 
Father, and to feek his glory in all things; 
grant, O God, we may thus prepare to 
meet him: Grant we may be watchful now 
at this time above all others in reſiſting the 
corruption of our own wills, and carefully 
avoiding whatever is a tranſgreſſion of thy 

commandments: Grant we may not now 
conſult our inclination, humour or fancy, 
but what is moſt for thy glory, and the 
good of our ſouls, and to this refer all we 
do. R. Grant, 0 God, that thus we = 
prepare to: meet our redeemer. 

Chriſt came into the world to do good 
to all; Grant, O God, we may thus * 
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to meet him: Grant we may be watchful 
at this time above all others, in avoiding 
every thing that can be injurious to our 
neighbour, whether in afflicting him, or 
giving him ſcandal, or drawing him into 
fin, or caſting any blemiſh on his reputation; 
but in all things, O God, may we follow 
the ſpirit of charity, being. forward in 
bringing comfort and relief to all, as far 
as their circumſtances ſhall require, and ours 
permit. R. Grant, O God, that thus we may 

repare to meet our Redeemer. 

Grant, bleſſed Lord, that thus labouring 
to walk at this holy time according to the 


| ſpirit and example of Jeſus Chriſt, we may 


prepare to meet him coming into the world, 
and be ſo happy as to receive the bleſſings 
of his incarnation, | 

He comes to deliver finnners from all 


their iniquities, and we can have no hopes 


of ſalvation but through him. How miſera- 
ble, theretore, how wretched ſhall we be, 
if going on in the ways of fin, we loſe the 
benefit of his coming? O God of mercy, 
ſuffer us not to be thus blind, obſtinate and 
faithleſs, but having thus expreſſed thy love 
to man, and the deſire of his ſalvation, as 


do ſend thy only Son to become his Redeemer, 


perfect this mercy in us by thy grace, and 
grant we may make uch a good uſe of 


Second Sunday in Advent. 17 


this holy time, as to remove all indiſpoſitions 
from our fouls, and be prepared to receive 


the effects of thy „ Amen? 
Let is Pray. 


AISE up our hearts, O Lond, eb 
ſeech thee, to prepare the way of thy 
only Son, that by his coming, being recon- 
ciled to "thee, we may ſerve thee in holineſs 
all the days of our lives; who liveth and! 
reigneth with thee f in rr Oe .ag 


SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 


* 


＋ GOSPEL MAT. xi. 2. 10. 


P this day's „ Goſpe J du bear of St. lohn 

Baptiſt Ladin 1200 of hit diſciples to 7 
d for their own inſtruction) to enquire of bim 
whether - he- was the perſon that was to come, 
o whether they were to look for another. 
Hence let us this day pray fer grace, that 
we may look for na other but Chriſt, and place 
our whole confidence in bim, of obtaining 


averaging” li * 
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% & * & 1 * : 2+ > | # i a. © 


28 Serond Sunday in Advent. 


Derle 1 _ Tas 
n Yon Tet us Pray. 


GOD; who haſt e thy infinite 

mercy to man in ſending thy only Son 
to teach us by his word and example, and 
ſave us by his blood; grant, we beſeech 
thee, we may become true diſciples of Jeſus, 
and entertain no nen of falvation _ 
Pers. him. 

Give us hkewiſe a true ſenſe to ark 
ſtand what it is to be ſaved by Jeſus : That 
it is to have a faith in Jeſus, 45 believe in 
his word, to follow his doctrine, to obſerve 


his precepts, to be directed by his Goſpel, 


to live by his ſpirit, and to ſeek through 


the mediation of his ſacred blood, to obtain 


life everlaſting. 

In this manner, O God, may we ſeek 
ſalvation through Jeſus, and ſo confide in 
him, as to believe there is no other by 
whom we can be faved. And hence, O 
Lord, ſince falvation is only through him, 
may it be our daily ſolicitude to take him 
for our way, to walk as he has directed; 
and let this be every day joe the Proof and 
fruit of our hope. | 

For this, O Lord, we Þ FN that if we 
hows for falvation, and do not © endeavour 
to live by the Goſpel of Jeſus, the caſe is 


* 
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very plain that our hope is not in Jeſus, 
but it muſt be in ſome other. 

And therefore ſince Jeſus calls upon all 
to be humble and meek of heart, thoſe 
who hope for falvation through Jeſus: muſt 
labour to be humble and meek: and as for 
all ſuch as follow the ways of pride and am- 
bitjon, and in ſuch ways have all their com- 
fort, R. We confeſs that ſuch place not their 
hope in Jeſus, and therefore from ſuch . 
we 2 thee, O God, to deliver us. Fo. 

| Jeſus calls upon all his followers to deny 
themſelves, to take up their croſs daily and 
follow him; and thoſe who hope for fal- 


vation through Jeſus, muſt do in this as he 


requires: But as for all ſuch as are 

by ſeli-love, make it their general ſtudy to 
gratify inclination and fly from the croſs, 
R. We confeſs that ſuch place not their hope 
in feſus ; and therefore from ſuch ways we 
beſeech thee, O God to deliver us. 

Jeſus calls upon all his followers to lov 
one another, to forgive injuries, to do good 
to thoſe that Hate us, and to pray for our 
perſecutors; and ſuch as hope for falvation 
through Jeſus, muſt labour in this to obſerve 
what he commands: But for thoſe who. 
bear hatred, who open their hearts to envy 
malice, ill-will, and the deſire of revenge, 
who keep up contentions, and backbite their 
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neighbour,, R. We confeſs that ſuch pluce 
not their hope in Jeſus; and therefore from 
ſuch ways toe beſeech thee, O God, to deliver 

' HS» PEAS * 
Jeſus calls upon all his followers to be 
clean of heart, promiſing the ſight of God 
to all that are ſo; and ſuch as hope for 
ſalvation through Jeſus, muſt labour in this 
to do what he preſcribes: But as for thoſe 
who 'open their hearts to uncleanneſs, who 
have not yet crucified their fleſh, with its 
defires and- luſt, but hke the heathens, 
follow the concupiſcence of the eyes and 
luſts of the fleſh, R. We confeſs that ſuch 
place not their hope in TFeſus ; and therefore 
from ſuch ways we beſeech thee, O God, to 
_ deliver us. 

Jeſus calls upon all his followers not to 
ſteal, but to do to others as they would have 
others do to them; and ſuch as hope for 
ſalvation through Jeſus, muſt labour to 
follow this rule which he gives: But as for 
thofe who are unjuſt, who uſe frauds, over- 
reach their neighbour, who keep back the 
hire of the labourer, who oppreſs the poor, 
or do wrong. R. We confeſs that ſuch place 
not their hope in Jeſus; and therefore from 
 fuch ways we beſeech thee, O God, to deliver 
US. : FER 
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Jeſus calls upon all his followers, to take 
heed, leſt at any time their hearts be over. 
charged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs; 
and ſuch as hope for falvation through Jeſus 
muſt follow where he directs; And as for 


[ all ſuch who follow the works of the fleſh; 
J in revellings, rioting and . drunkenneſs, 
whoſe God is their belly, whoſe glory is 
R in their ſhame, R. We confeſs that ſuch 
- plage not their hope in TFeſus ; and therefore 
N rom ſuch ways we beſeech thee, O God, to 
J 9 

$ deliver us. "yp 
2 This, O God, we confeſs, becauſe there 
d can be ne true and ſaving hope in +Jefus, 
5 but for ſuch as make it their ſerious ens 
* deavour to walk in thoſe ways which he 
4 teaches; for it is only to ſuch he makes his 

promiſes, and there can be no ſolid ho 

0 of falyation, but what is built on the promi 
2 ſes of Chrilt. | {4 


Wherefore, O moſt gracious Lord, we 
beſeech thee to grant us this mercy, that 
whereas through thy gift we have a faith 
in Jeſus, ſo we may be ſolicitous to direct 
the whole method of our lives, not accord- 
ing to nature or the world, but according 
to what he teaches, that we may ſhew + 
our whole confidence of ſalvation to be in 
him, and that there is no other whom we 
look for, or in whom we put our truſt. 


22 Second Sunday in Advent.” 


To this queſtion put by St John's di, Uples, 
Chrif returned this anſwer, go and tell John 
the things you have heard and ſeen, the blind 
ſee, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, 
the deaf hear, the dead rife again, the Go. 


pel is preached to the poor, and bleſſed is 


he 3 ſhall not, be bing err in ink 


Hence 
tt us Pray. 
' BLESSED W who Py ook 


proof of being the Meſfias, not by 0 


words only and doctrine, but by thy wo 
and to thele didſt appeal for the cotfirthatſ 


of ſuch as doubted : Grant we beſeech 55 


that in this we may be ſolicitous to follow 
thy example, making it our daily endeavour 


ſo to model our lives by thy Goſpel, and do 
all things to edification, as without any 
other arguments, but by our works only,, to 


ſhew whoſe diſciples we are. 


For this end we implore thy help, O moſt 
loving Redeemer, that nothing may be found 
in the whole method of our lives contrary to 


the purity of thy Goſpel, nothing that can 


give offence, nothing diſedifying, for if we 
ſerve thee only with our lips, and our works 
are not anſwerable to our profeſſion, our 


religion and hopes muſt be vain. 


W W Maw 
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That we may obtain the effect of this our 
petition, we beſeech thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
to manifeſt thyſelf a Redeemer to us by the 
like miraculous effects as thou didſt to the 
diſciples of the Baptiſt, and theſe, O God, 
we moſt humbly petition thee to work in 
or Adept 1 . RR a 
Take away all blindneſs from us, remove 
all deceit, and grant our eyes may be fo open- 
ed as to know ourſelves, and diſcern the way 
of ſalvation. R. Hear us 0 God, and thus 
ſhew thyſelf a Redeemer to us. EY 

Take away all lameneſs, and amidſt all 
the temptations of this life, grant we may 
walk according to thy Goſpel, with a firm, 
equal and perſevering ſtep. R. Hear us O 
God, and thus ſhew thyſelf a Redeemer to us. 
Take from us the great corruption . of our 
heart, weaken all our our evil paſſions, and 
cleanſe us from all our fins. - R. Hear us, O 
God, and thus ſhew thyſelf a Redeemer to us. 

Take from us all deafneſs, - that with joy 
and fruit we may hear thy word, and never 
ſhut our ears againſt thoſe who would adviſe 
us for the good of our ſouls. R. Hear ws, 0 
God, and thus ſhew thyſelf a Redeemer to us. 

Take from us all that cauſes death in our 
fouls, and may we now live as thoſe that are 
riſen to a new life in Jeſus Chriſt. R. 


# * 


Hear us, O God, and thus ſhew thyſelf a 
Redeemer to us. 


24 Second Sunday in Aduent. 


Take from us that ill-ſpirit which is ſcan- 

dalized at what is good, which cannot bear 
the contradictions of the narrow way, and 
laughs at in others what it does not practice 
mY R. Hear us, O Grid, ang) this Ie 
. thyſelf a Redeemer to ui. 

Grant us O merciful Reden the 
favour of theſe petitions, that by ſuch evident 
proofs of thy goodneſs, not only our lips, but 
our heart and ſoul, and all the actions of our 
lite, may publiſh th glory, and confeſs to 
the whole world 3 thou art our God 
and our Saviour. This O God we acknow- 
ledge by our faith; may our life and conver- 

ſation] join in the lame confeſſion. e 


- 


Let. us Proy. 


Pat up our 3 0 1854 t to pre 
pare the way of thy only Son, that by 
his coming we may ſerve thee with pure 
minds, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in 
5 che unity of the oy, An * 


- THIRD 


HIA⁰ 


— 
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His day's Goſpel i ir 4 mefage f the vet 
St. 5 05 Baptiſt, demanding who he 0 


and ſeeming prepared to own him for the Meſſias, 
but he. abſolutely diſoꝛvning that rharacter, at 
likewiſe of being a prophet, and challenging. 
no more than of being à voice, let us henee beg 
of Almighty God that it may be our conflant 
endeavour 0 imitate this humility If the Baptifty ' 
but more 8 at this time. 


| - Let Us Pray. 


() GOD, who waſt pleafed by St. Fobn 
Bapt if to prepare the way of our Lord, * 
and to manifeſt in him fo remarkable a hu-- 
mility ; mercifully grant that we who now | 
expect the coming of our Lord, may pre- 
pare to receive him according to the method 
taught us by thy holy Baptiſl. 

Grant we may prepare the way of our 
Lord, by labouring every day to obtain the 
ſpirit of a true humility, and therefore to be 


ever watchful againſt all the ſuggeſtions of 
Vol. XIII. B 
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- pridegls as not to be furpriſed: by its ſnares, 
nor-dehadedby its ſabtilties:- mon Dow! 
12 Wetprepare:for| a Redeemer, who came 
into the world in an humble way, having 
nothing of thoſe contrivances which are for 
the ſervice of pride. In this fame way, O 
God, may we prepare to receive him, and 
therefore be (careful that nothing of that be 
found in us which he renounced at his birth, 
and if favoured by us, can be no other pre- 
paration but to exclude him from our ſouls. 
Hence, O moſt gracious Lord, in the firſt 
place, we make this petition to thee, That 
we may never pretend to any thing com- 
mendable which does not belong tous, nor 
ſtrive to raiſe our reputation by what is falſe, 
for ſince all pride is hateful to thee, this 
maſt — be thy abhorrence, which is a 
complication of evils, and built upon a bp. 
R. Deliver us we beſeech thee, frem- thisi;evi 
wwhich\ican be no Wee to Met er 
Lord. W ade f 
Another petition we wake 10 ow 0 
God, That we may never in ſilence permit 
others to aſcribe what belongs not to us, but 


with the humble Baptiſt, declare the truth, 
though to our own diſady 


antage. 4 R. Grant 
this, O God, |becauſe trmility jr the 1 Ne- 


en to FFceeve our "Tat 
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Again, we afk, O God, that whatever 


is found commendable in us, we may never 
let this feed in us a vain humour, nor een 


own it, but as the Baptiſt did, in as hum- 
ble a manner as truth will permit. R. 
Grant this, O God, becauſe humility is the beſt 
preparation to receive our Lord. 1 106) 


Another petition we offer, O God, That 


whatever we diſcover of advantage in us, 
we may never be ambitious of - honours, 
nor ſet our hearts upon preferment or 
place, but with the Baptiſt think ourſelves 
moſt unworthy of the meaneſt employ ments. 
R. Grun this, O God, becauſe e tbe 
preparation to receive our Lor. 
Still another petition we addreſs to thee, 


0 God, That whatever mean office-is:defired 


of us, or whenever an opportunity offers of 


doing What we think beneath us, we may 


readily embrace it, and rejoice in the bc- 
ſion of humbling our pride. R. Gram this, 


O God, becauſe humility i is the 1 Srepaliatily 
to retoive our Lord. 


"Give us leave, O God, e eee 


petitions with this, That whatever humilia- 
tio we ſhall now meet with; whether in bo- 


ing injured, reproached, deſpiſed, ill ſpoken - 


of; reproved; contradicted," or any other 


way leſſened in public, we may give a check 


to all diſturbance, and readily ſubmit in 
B ij 
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ſilence as to what is beſt for us. R. Grant 
this, God, becauſe humility is its be/t prepa- 
ration to receive our Lord. 

Hear theſe our petitions, 0 God, and 
mercifully grant them, becauſe Ve are. ſen- 
ſible how very diſag recable all kind of in- 
dulged or affected — 5 muſt be at this time; 
for what has pride to do in us, when the 
Lord of . when the eternal wiſdom of 
the Father, humbles himſelf in beco 
man! What has pride to do in the ſinfu 
worm, while he rpapds to receive an 
humbled Gd 
10 bleſſed Redeomer, we ſce fo much | 
humility in thee, that we cannot, without 
confuſion, behold the pride that is in our- 
ſelves ; and as thy precurſor St John appear, 
ed in thy own- livery, fo we fee a neceſſity 
that thy. diſciples ſhould be humble too; ſo 
lar, that we cannot be fincere in confefling 
thee to be our God, nor ſerious in adoring 
thee, if we come with our pride to confels 
and adore thee in thy humbled: ſtate. 

. Wherefore, O God, fince this is the very 
thing we prepare to. do, ſhew thy mercy to 
us, and help us now at this time, in making 
reſiſtance againſt all the attempts of pride, 
and pringing ourſelves to the practice of that 
humility Which, is ſo viſible in the work of 
our. denn. 1 h 
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For this end direct us, we beſeech thee, 
by:thy grace, to aſłk the ſame queſtion every 
day of ourſelves which was put to St. ohn, 

Tur quir er? Who art thou ? What ſaye/t thou of 


thyſelf? And may thoſe humbling leſſons be 


well imprinted in our hearts, we muſt 
appear in the anſwer to it. 
May we afk of our body, 72 guts r? 
What art thou? And hence let this truth be 
revived, that it is nothing, but corruption, 
that the whole fabric muſt ſoon be diſſolved, 
and being caſt out of doors by its beſt friends 
as inſufferable, muſt be laid under ground, 
there to be conſumed by its own corruption. 
Tu quis er? Mu art thou that canft be proude 
of his 7 R. We confeſs, O God, here is erben 
10 be prouii of; but we have regſon to be zam 
wider: the ſight of our own" miſery, 
May we aſk of our ſoul, Te. quis. an? 
What art thou? And hence may we remem- 
ber, that though there appear many excel. 
lencies in it, yet it is all the work and gift 
of God; char there is no one excellency or 
advantage in it but what we abuſe by our 
paitions, and corrupt by our ſin; that having 
reaſon, we act againſt Fg 3 having an under- 
ſtanding, we blind it: having a will, we 


turn it againſt thee, our God, and let it be 


our guide into all that is evil: and having 
thus for a time abuſed thy bleflings7 What is 


B 1j 
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to be the concluſion? Qur fouls are to be 
preſented before thee, our God, we are to be 
called to an account for all the evils we have 
done; left without friend or help; to be 
— ged according as we have done in this 
ife; and endleſs eternity waiting to be the 
execution of the ſentence that is pronounced 
againſt us. Tu quit e? HMho art thow that 
canſt be proud of hart R. We'confeſs,” O God, 
Here is nothing to be proud of, but we have 
regſon to be DUnBled nr the Ab. f or own 
miſery. $2 HL i 
- May we aſk again. of alli in which! we at | 
prefent take delight, of our riches, ſtate, 
honours,” companions, fie clothes, beauty, 
divertiſements, pleaſing hberties, and what- 
ever ſatisfactiòns there are in this world, 
may we aſk of all, Tu quis er? Who. and 
what are you? And hence may we remember 
that none of theſe can laſt long; that they 
are ſubject to great change and inconſtancy; 
that they have generally gall mixt with 
the enjoyment; a ſmall accident robs us 
of them; fi ckneſs and pain take off the 
ſatisfaction; they paſs away as a dream ox 
ſhadow,” and after a ſhort time death ſnatches 
us from them all, and nothing of them 
is left but the account we are to give of 
the ſinful abuſe of thy creatures and bleſſings. 
Tu quis %: Who art thou that canſt be proud 
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of this 216 R. Me conſeſe, 0 Cod, Here 4s 
nothing to be proud of, but auf hut ragen 
* bumbled unden the ſeght of aun miſeny- 
In this manner give us grace, O 6 God, 
to look upon ourſelves, and on all che 
unhappy; circumſtances of our life; and 
hence may we fee; ſufficient motives; to ſup- 
preſs all that pride te uch. we are ſo 
Rrongly. :inelined; d. W trot d Att - - 
Hence may we ſee che unreaſonableneſs 
| of pride in ſuch poor worms as we are 
and hence be furniſhed with reſolatigns, of 
ſhewing no. favour to it. fe aw yl 
Hence may we ſee the neceſſity of 
humble, if we pretend to be juſt, ſince there 
can be no pride but what has injuſtice in 
it: May we likewiſe ſee thy mercy in teach 
ing us to be humble; and that ſince, Chriſt 
has ſo humbled. himſelf for our ſakes, we 
cannot. with truth call ourſelves his, diſciples 
if we ſet up an intereſt for pride, and decline 
the practice of that virtue which we cannot 
be aſhamed of without ang: aſhamed of 
him. 
Teach us, 0 pode to be truly. bamble.: 
R. And Sauk: e wad we meet gur 
Redeemer, . t 6 word mon au 
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G ear, O Leads we baſeech thee, to 
our prayers, and with thy grace en- 
lighten the darkneſs of our minds, who 
liveſt and, reigneſt with Soc Father, in 
1 r Se. | 
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+ |. FOURTH SUNDAY. IN ADVENT. 
LUKE iii. 1, 6. 


IN 22 ar t Calpe We hows an a; of 
the preaching of St. John. Baptiſt ; and 
bis frincipal ., endeavor being 10 call upon 
the Jews to do penance for the remiſhon f 
55 r ins, he to prepare for the coming Cbriſt, 
lee its beg grace this day to take the yt method, 
and by penance ſeeking pardon of our Au: thus 
Prepare. 49, meet our Nedeemer. 


Let 205 Pray. 2 


7 


ehr and everlaſting God, who 
X in the preaching, of St. 5008 Baptilt 
to the Jeu haſt taught us in what manner 
we are to prepare for receiving Chriſt 
coming into the world ; grant, we may obey - 


4 


eee 
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the ſummons of chis great rophet, and by. 
this preparation partake the mercies of ok - 


the approaching ſolemnity : * 


And ſince his fummons 1 Achat all 


| ſhbild do penance for tlie remiſſion of their 


ſins,” give us thy grace, we beſeech thee," 
thit we may ſincerely undertake and effect! 
ually perform this great work; for behold 
we confeſs our weakneſs, that althoug h We 
are ſenſible our whole bufineſs of eternity. 
depends off Our repentance, yet there is no 
one point in which we ara more apt to 
decerve ourſelves than in this. 

We often think of repenting, and 125 
the direckion of thy heavenly light mak 
ſeveral propoſals in order to it; nay, we 
often begin it: But, O God, how do 0 
fail in the ſincerity of carrying on and 
finiſhing what we undertake! How ſhort” 
do we come of being truly conyerted, of 
changing our lives, and bringing forth fuck 
worthy fruits of penance as the 155 Baptiſt | 
adviſes for the remiſſton of our'fins! © 

In this, O God, we fee how much we 
want thy grace; ; and therefore now at this 
time, hen we can expett no part in thy 
meteies, but through 'a true repentance,” 
we make our {upplications to thee, vans 
huttibly beſeeching thy infinite 8⁰ dneſs to 
dare compaſfon on us and EY 5 * 
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34 Fourth Sunday in Advent. 
We acknowledge our unworthineſs to. be 


| ſuch, O, God, through our dar th ini- 


quities, as to deſerve no help 7 thy 
hands: But, O merciful Father, if thou 
obſerveſt our iniquities, who ſhall; ſtand 
before thee? Look not therefore upon our 
fits, but upon that infinite love which ſent 
thy only Son into the world to call ſinners 
to repentance, and to became a Proritiasian 
for their ſins. 

By that love we beleech — to have 
compaſſion on us; and now being called 


upon to repent of our ſins, ſhew this mercy 


to thy fervants, as by thy grace to help us 
zeil acbernbeloagvs to a true repentance. 
Leave us no more to deceive! ourſelves 
aur on blindneſs and weakneſs, but let 
thy heavenly light go before us to begin 
und finiſh this work, that we may not die 
in our ſms, but partake of the | mercy. .of 
this holy time. i 54} o Sd 
In the firſt place we aſk of thee, O God, 
a ſincere deſire of repentance, ſuch 2a deſire 
as may not only be expreſſed in a paſſing 
thought, but be a fixed and perſevering act 
of our ſoul, ariſing from the conviction of 
bur unhappineſs while under che guilt of. ſiꝝ. 
Help us, O God, in confirming :his deſixe 
in us; and. or this end give us a true ſenſe 
of the man of ſin, ſuch as may ſtrike 
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us with fear as of the worſt of monſters, and 
raiſe in us an earneſtneſs to be delivered om 
it as from the greateſt evil. 

Hence, O bleſſed Lord, may this duſirt 


what we are to do to be freed>fromotht |, 
burthen and guilt of ſin! Thus did, tie 
people, thus the publieans, thus the ſbldierk 
who came to the Baptiſte ; they heard him 
preach the neceſſity of penance; and being 
deſirous to be freed from their; ſins, they 
preſently applied themſelves to him and ail 
with one voice aſked to be informed hu 
niht toe dort vs 26 tas vtst vdr 02 


In this, O God, may we join nuithitheni, 


whe ' manifeſt our deſire of amendment, a 


aſking what we have to do; and carry with 


this queſtion ſuch a docile and ſubmiſſive 


mind, as to be ready to do all whateder can 
be neceſſary for 1 
thee our God, and 1 all the di 
of "Sur ſeuls „ In ar i n ad n 
This readineſs may we ſhew;-O-God} i in 
examining the root of our evils, and in be- 
ing prepared to lay the! axe to the rote, to 
cut off whatever it be that feeds mur diftam- 
perl“ Here we! confeſi is the difficult taſk, 
-an@ in this wel now implore they help to 
work aq e pr our ſouls/-as to-think 
221117 kak Gal UM; DN 7G V3! 241 . 10 
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* 1 difficult that is for the remedy of 


Our ſin. a 


Our krtihs has been in fearing nothing 


that difcouraged the gratifying our finful 
appetite, but now, O God, let this. be. 
the change; to fear nothing that diſcou- 
rages the cutting off our ſin at the root; all 


has been hitherto ſacrificed to inclination. 
and ' ſelf:love, now let inclination and. ſelf-. 
love be Gerificed to thee, O God, and to the 


obligations of a ſincere repentance, 

This is the only proof we can have of a 
true Converſion; and if our repentance be 
ſmimcere, this muſt be the fruit of it. Shew 
therefore thy mercy to us, O God, in this 
point; ſuffer us no longer to deceive our- 


ſelves with barren purpoſes, or ſuch as have 


only an imperfect fruit; hut may we manifeſt 


our converſion in fighting againſt fin, and 


in the eſtabliſned and fixed methods of a: 


new life, ſince if there be not a new life, 


our repentance cannot be true. 

We aſk therefore of thee, O God, this 
grace to begin a new life, and not only this, 
but likewiſe that in undertaking it, one prin- 
cipall care may be to bring forth worthy 
fruits of penance. This is what the Bapiiſe 
requires, and it is thy grace muſt both 
direct and help us in it. 

Help us therefore, we Woch thee, and 
make it our concern not only that we bring 
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| with proportion to the diſſervice and injury 
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forth fruits of periance, but to examine e if 
be worthy : To ſee that they be | 
to the number, greatneſs, 1 ſcandal of our 
ſins, to the force of our own finful habits, 
to the divine anger and judgments which 
we have provoked, to the particular merey 
which has ſnatched us, as it were, out of 
the mouth of hell, whilſt ſo many (MYErS: 
have periſhed in it. &ti's 
Grant, O God, that in the method. of 7-7 
new life we may have due regard to theſe 
particulars, and thus not only do penance, 
but likewiſe do that penance which belongs 
to us, and is the demand of juſtice: .Thak -/ 
we may not only be careful to avoid ſin, 
which is the obligation of thoſe who. baue 
preſeryed their innocence, but likewiſe 
ſalicitous to overcome and puniſh ſin, * N 
is the duty of the Ras: That we may 
not on Levi ri ghteouſneſs, which is the 
duty 01 every one that is juſt, but likewiſe 


we have done it, and to the ſcandal we have 
given, which is the obligation of thoſe wh 
are enjoined to bring forth worthy, an 94. 
penance. a0 = 
And this being our caſe, give us, we y 
deſeech thee, O God, courage and ſtrength. . 
to perform what we are obliged, to, that 
our repentance may not be regulated by 
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ſelf. love, as our ſins have been, but be di- 
ro by . N pans be O_ 5 
In this manner ene us, 0 by to "i 
bur ways ſtreight; that as far as our hearts 
and lives have been hitherto corrupted and 
made crooked by ſin, fo: now by- penance 
they may be unbent, and made conformable 
to thy will, which is the only true meaſure 
of ho briefs: R. Hear us, 0 Gad, we-beſeech 
thee, and grant this our petition. 

That our Hearts being emptied of the 
love of creatures, they may be filled up 
with the love of thee; their only good. and 


ſo every valley be filled. R. Hear us, 0 


God. we beſeech thee, and grant this our 
tion. 5 
That all our alien; apy htineſs; pride 
Nd ſtubbo mefs, may be fucceeded'by hu- 
mility, and ſo every mountain and hill be 
brought Tow: R. Hear tu, O Goch, woe be- 
Seech Ne, and grant this bi petition.” © 
Hear us, O God, in theſe buf petitions, 
chat ſo following the direction of the Bapiiſ 
in our penance, we may be prepared to 5 io 
the falvation of 888.500 9729 YI 
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AISE: up, we beſeech thee, O Lord, | 
thy power, and come, and ſuceour us 8 
with a ſtrong hand; that by the aſſiſtance of 


thy grace „ thy indulgent mercy may haſten 
What is delayed ry our ning wn * Waun 
ans ee 59 
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7118 being the night . in 2 the Son gf 
God, being made man for our ſalvation, 
was: born of + the. Virgin Mary in the Stable if 
Bethlehem; this being the night in aubich the 
Angels 5 CI to Cod in ac- 
knowledgment of this bis infinite mercy to man: 
let us. now. join aur voices with this heavenly 
boſt,. and. making ane choir with them, 14 
deauaun in the. ſame ſpirit of adoration and 

gratitude, to give praiſe to our God. 

V. Glory de to God on high. Ce 
R. And peace on earth, to men of goodwill, 
V. We praiſe thee. 

R. We bleſi thee. 
V. We adore thee. 


R. We glrify this ; we tie 7 thanks for 
thy great glory. 
PV. Lord God, heavenly King, Father AE 
e . Obe ib, the only A 

i Chi A 1 fon, 
F. Lord God, Lamb of God., Soft ono: 
Father, who takeſt my the _ i 
world. 

R. Have mercy on ut. 

F. Who reſt away the fins of the world. 

N. Hear our Prayer. 

V. Who fitteſt ar the Tight hand of the 
Father. es 

R. Have mercy on 1. 

J. For thou only art holy. & 

R. Thou only #7 vu Large OD 

. Thou only, O Jeſus Chriſt, art Hoſt 
high, together with the Holy Ghoſt, in Me 
glory of God the Father. | 

R. Auen. 


In Us Pray. ; 
An 


renal God. Faber Almighty, "Wis? 
in compaſſion to loſt man, didſt ſend | 
thy only Son to become his Redeemer be 
from that unhappy ſtate; Grant, we beſeech *. 
thee, that we who are here aſſembled: to m 
acknowledge the mercy of this night, may . 
find the benefit of it in our fouls, in the par- 
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don of all our ſins. Through Inge de 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, who lives, Ar. 
Sine ue believe, that God the Son bene 
nan, and ſubjected bimſelf to mifery purely 10 
campaſſiam to us, that by bis ſufferings ave might 
be reſcited from ſin, * of flaves be made the 
children and heirs of God. ; let usmeet bim ith our: 
praiſes, as new born this night into the world, and 
64% his haly name for all thoſe mercies which he 
undertao at this time, and for whatever © be 
he ſuffered in this his firſt entrance upon the 
: work of our redemption. While heaven bows to 
earth, let earth likewiſe bow to heaven. ... 
| Bleffed Jeſus, true God and: Man, dern 
this night in form of a helpleſs infant. R. 
Praiſe and glory be to thes for uber. 

Bleſſed ſeſus, who being true God, fork: 
ous and incapable of ſuffering, didft for our. 
fakes ſubject thyſelf to all our infirmities, . 
R. Praſe and 5 be to thee for ever. 4 

Blefled Jeſus, who having the heavens for 
thy throne, didit chuſe this night a poor 
ſtable for thy abode. R. Prai iſe and glory be 
to thee. for uber. 

Bleed Jeſus, who being God: en 
benſible, was pleaſed in love tog us, to be 
wrapt up in ſwadling clothes and laid in a 
manger. R. ee and glory be. to thee. 
ar CVEr«.\ 
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Bled geles, who being 5 in heaven 
by: all the choirs of — didſt this night 
ſo humble thyſelf, as to have an ox and an 
aſs for thy — R. Praiſe and glory 
be. to thee forever. 1 

Bleſſed Jeſus, who overflowing with un- 

changeable happineſs in heaven, waſt pleaſed 
for our redemption, to make choice of the 
bittereſt potion on earth, and this night didſt 
begin with the ſeyerities of cold — po- 
verty. R. Praiſe and glory be to thee forever. 
| Bleſſed Jeſus, we acknowledge thy mercy 
to be infinite in undertaking this work of our 
; redemption : : It is far above our comprehen- 
ſion, it infinitely exceeds all the gratitudeſwe 
we can expreſs. But accept, we beſeech 
thee, this humble acknowledgment we make 
while we now bow down, and with all the 
powers of our ſouls pronounce. theſe - acted 
words; praiſe, glory, adoration, and 
thankſgiving, be to thee for ever and ever, for 
that thou haſt been pleaſed thus to humble 
en for the falvation of man. . 


Having thus in our poor way agid one 4 
of adoration and thankſgiving to our new! born 
Saviour, let us now approach to him, and ſince 
we kngzw him to be full of mercy, ſince we mn⁰e 
the defign of his coming upon earth is to_\ſhew 
mercy, / fence we know ben is made man. ſor the 


2 
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the dſſreſſed, and io heal all cut inſfirmitiss 
let ur notu bow” down again, and in the hum. 


bleſl manner due can, put up our petit ions to 


bin, 


and defire him ts begin * rene he hat un- 


W ae 5 Hl 


Lord; have Mercy on us. 


Chriſt, have mercy on us. JETS 


Lord, have merey on . b 4 
Jefus Chriſt, hear us. 

Jeſus Chriſt, graciouſly hear ut. 
\ Jeſus, the eternal word of the Father, 
Jeſus, conſubſtantial with the Father," 
Jeſus, the N of thy Father's 
gl ory,” 4 


Jeſus, the eternal willom, 


i 
1 


Jeſus, the brightneſs of eternal li ght; 8 


/ wy whom all things were 


Jeſus, the Angel of the great con- 


Jeſus, the prince of peace, IK 


Jeſus, promiſed to the patriarchs, 
Jeſus, defired by all nations, 


world, 
Jeſus, the Word made fleſh, 


Jeſus, the i. image of thy Father's fub- | 


"Jeſus, ſent by the Father into os * 


1 


oath 


. . 


18 


A 
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feſus, God with us + 
Jeſus, made in the _— of a fer. | 
vant, | 73 4583 IT LY 
Jeſus, born of the virgin Mary, + 
| Jeſus, wrapped in ſwaddling-clothes, | 
Jeſus, laid in the manger, Nele! 4 
_ Jeſus, fed at a virgin's breaſtt, 
Jeſus, proclaimed by the Angels, mr 
| Jeſus, © adored by the ſhepherds, © 
Jeſus, the father of the workd to ! 
come, 450 
\ Jeſus, the joy 6f angels, 1 
Jeſus, the king of patriarchs 
Jeſus, the inſpirer of the prophets i 
Jefus, maſter of the Apoftles, 
Fefus, teacher of the Evangelifts, RL a 
Jefus, the ſtrength of martyrs, Þ 
Jeſus, the light of confeſſors, ct 
Jeſus, the purity of virgins, ** 
Jeſus, the crown of all the faints, 41P th 
Be merciful to us, Spare us, O Jeſiis, 
Be merciful to us, Hear 10, 0 Jus, 


n 10 a2 22 


From all our ſins, = 
From hardneſs of heart, = 
From all unbelief, | 41.8549 

From the neglect of ſalvation, . 


From the love of the world, 

From all vicious ſelf- love.. 

From a diſh Ned and een 
life, 


* 


8 = n 2 | 


Vrom pride 266] Racks CUES: 
From prodigality and all exceſs, 
Ftom detraction and lying, 
From ſenſuality and hypocriſy, 
From all quarrels and impatzence, 
From immoderate ſolicitude, 
From taint heartedneſs and dejeRtion. 
of ſpirit, 


moleſt us 
From the forgerfulneſs and abuſe of 
thy mercies, | | 
From the abuſe-of this boby time, 
From gluttony and intemperance, 
By thy coming, unt 
By thy nativity, 
By all the mercies of this night, 
By thy humiliation in this night, 
By all whatever thou didit later. 
this night. oY 
We ſinners, 


. 


thy true diſciples, 


for our pattern, and be ever mindiul of 
following thy example, 

That we m 
our pride, and 2 


low ny humilities, 


. 0 een o 


From the e of whatever ods 2 


#i of 
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That: thou wouldeſt vouchfafe to give 
us thy grace, whereby we may become x 


That in all things we may ale thee 


learn to renounce all 5 


4 


} 
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That we may ſuffer with thy patience? - 4 
whatever evils befal us, A brows: 
That in a cheerful Mense wes may 
readily ſubmit to whatever humiliations 
God has appointed for us, | 
That having undertaken to be our 
advocate, thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to 
plead for us, and obtain for us this 
night the pardon of all our ſins. 
That thou wouldeſt mercifully eon- 
fider all our weakneſſes, and ſinful cuſ. 
toms, and give us all neceſſary grace, 
dourzge, _ DH ATE to overcome 
nen OV Jin an r JD PT 
That bad wouldeſt give a bleſſing to 
thy church, and deliver it i * * 
abuſes, 1d) 36: e ee at eee 1910 11 
That n woukiet give 
to this nation, and delivering it foi | 
all vice and error, Nei it to 1 51 
a holy people, 104 


That thou wouldeſt give a a bleſſing 10 
to us who are here aſſembled in memory 
of thy nativity, and powerfully aſſiſt us 
with thy grace, er as our — 
neceſſities require. | 
Son of God, 905 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away the ſins of 
the world, Spare us, O Neur. 


Lamb of God, who takeſt away the ſins a 
the word, Hear us, O ej | 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away the fin 
of the world, Nair, e on ut. 
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the” 2918 ov DK 
lane fon of the hing God, who cameſt 


into this world to ſave that which is loſt; 
behold here a part of that unhappy kind 
which was loſt through ſin, but now Has 
hopes in thee : Have com on us, we 
beſeeeh thee, and by thy infinite. mercy 
perfect in us the work of our redemption. 

. Jeſus, Saviour of the world, let the 
mercy of this night extend to us thy ſervants 
here met together in honour of thy ſacred 
birth, and help us ſo powerfully in overcom- 
ing all the corruption that is yet within us, 
81 tat having having in thee-ſo plentiful a redemption, 

y not be loſt Eg any neglodt of 


n 4029 ©2948 J ee 


ours. ' 


9 * 8 in power and mercy to 
thee we appeal under all the infirmities to 
which we are ſubject; to thee we repreſent 
all the dangers we meet in the way of ſal- 
vation; thou art come to be our Saviour, 
be then a Saviour to us, and give us all that 
grace which thou ſeeſt neceſſary for us, and 


ns of 


| 3's 
48. Chriflmias-Nig ht.” 
let not the work of thy'mercy be made void 
in us through our iniquity. 

Jeſus, the eternal wiſdom, thou art come 
to reſcue an unhappy people from their 
miſery, conſider, we beleech thee, the end- 
leſs follies and indiſcretions to which we are 
ſubject, and pour forth thy grace upon 
us, by which we may become wiſe to 
eternity. 

Jeſus, the e light, e com- 


paſſion on our darkneſs, and by thy 


grace prevent all the miſchiefs of it : Leave 
us no more to ourſelves, but mercifully un- 
dertake to be our guide, and direct our feet 
in the way of thy eommandments. 

Having made our petitions to our Redeemer, 
and recommended our cauſe into his hands, 
that we may more effettually obtain his grace 
and proteflion ; let us now offer ourſelves to 


him, and make a ſolemn proteſtation of abiding. 


faithful in his ſervice to the end of our lives. 

O Blefſed Jeſus, true God and man, 
Saviour. of the world, we confeſs here 
before thee, that we have no help nor 'hope 
but by thee: We have no redemption - of 
ſin hn through thee: We have no peace 
with God but through thee : We have no 
expectation of any bleſſing but through 
thee : We have no hopes of life but through 
"thee: All is to come to us from God through 

thee, 


\ 
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thee who art the one mediator between 
God and men. NEAR; 1 

Wherefore, O Jeſus, having all our de- 
pendence on thee, to thee we offer ourſelves, 
as to our God to protect us, as to our maſter 
to teach us, as to our light to direct us, as 
to our Redeemer to fave us, to thee we offer 
ourſelves to hear thy words to receive thy 
faith, to walk in thy *ways, to obſerve thy 
a precepts, to fear thy judgments, and to keep 
thy law; to thee we offer ourſelves, both as to 
J body and ſoul, putting ourſelves wholly into 
˖ 


thy hands, and deſiring thee to order and 
appoint for us, both as to health and ſickneſs, 
life and death, whatever ſhall be moſt for 
„ WM thy glory, and for our everlaſting good. 
;, And as for us, behold we ſolemnly engage, 
„ as far as lies in us, to be faithful to thee 
% ve reſolve to forſake ourfelves for to follow 
18 thee; we here undertake to renounce the 
wicked ways of the world, and of our own 
n, corruption, that we may do thy holy will. 
But becauſe we know how great our 


re 
pe weakneſs is, and that we have nothing in 

of ourſelves wherein we can truſt, therefore 
ice Hbehold with all humility we lay all our in- 


firmities before thee,. and moſt earneſtly 
beſeech thee, that whereas thou comeſt to be 
our Redeemer, thou wouldeſt conſider all 
our weakneſs, and mercifully ſupply us with 
Vol, XIII. | 


0 Chriftmas-Night. 


ſuch grace, whereby we may effeQuually 
overcome all evil, and faithfully perform 
whatever obligations we have here under. 
taken, and are due to thee. - 

Hear us, O Jeſus, in this petition we 
make to thee: It is in behalf of poor ſin- 
ners, whom thou cameſt to ſeek ; ſhew 
mercy to us in this night of mercy, and 
hear our prayer; thou haſt made thyſelf ours 
this night by putting on our nature, and we 
deſire to become thine, thy ſervants, thy 
"diſciples, thy children: O Jeſus, confirm 
Hur deſires, and grant that this night we 
may put off, we may renounce whatever is 
yet in us diſpleaſing to thee, whatever is not 
agrecable to the profeſhon we here make of 
being thy diſciples; Grant we may put on 

_ "thee. | | : 
And as often as we ſhall find it difficult to 
renounce our own ways for to follow thee, 
let us then remember, O Jeſus, what thou 
haſt done, what thou haſt undertaken for us 
this night ; and let this fill us with ſhame at 
the aiffculties we make in following thee: 
Thou, who art God Eternal, haſt humbled 
thyſelf to the form of a ſervant, and what 
humiliation can be then too great for us 
poor ſinful clay? When heaven has ſtooped 
to earth, what can there be too much for us 
finners to bend to? When thou, God of In- 
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finite , Glory, has ſubjected thyſelf to the 
ſevereſt of human afflictions, to the worſt of 
reproaches, to the moſt cruel torments, 
what ſelf-denials can we eſteem too hard, 
what can we. think too much for us to 
ſuffer? 

No, Bleſſed Jeſus, nothing can be 2 
much, nothing too hard for us to ſuffer in 
following thee ; if we are to loſe all the 
comforts of life, and even life itſelf. in thy 
caule, we have thy example to lead us on; 
lead us therefore, we beſeech thee, as thou 
halt undertaken; carry us on in thy own ways, 

and teach us in all things to do thy will; 
give us thy bleſſing this night, and let it be 
che bleſſing of heavenly grace, that, whillt 
thou comeſt to ſeek us, we may be found 
by thee ? and coming to ſave us, we may be 


of that happy number, who are ip be * 
by thee. Amen. 


| Lit us 9925 


GOD. who, by the rays = th, 0 true 

light, bal diſpelled the darkneſs 1 th Ys 
2 night; grant, we beſeech thee, . 
knowing the myſteries of this 4 t on 1 
we may come to the poſſeſſign 1 0 Ra 10 
heaven, Who 5 gs reignejh with 
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Mart. xxiii. 34s 39. 


715 being the day - of the glorious Math 
St. Stephen, who after Chri/”s paſſion 
firſt gave his life to Chriſt, let us beg of our 
Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, on this feſtival, that, 
70 imitate the great example of this finſt Martyr, 
wwe may obtain the gift of patience in all afflic- 
tions, and learn to ſuffer as the Diſciples if 
eſus. © 
* Bleſſed Redeemer, who art pleaſed to ex- 
erciſe thy ſervants here on earth with varie 
of trials, and haſt given us ſuch wonderful 
examples of patience in thy Martyrs; Grant, 
we beſeech thee, that we may have grace to 
imitate what we honour in them, and that in 
- our troubles we may follow their ſacred 
eps. 
0 Bleſſed Redeemer, we confel A 
before thee, we are very much wanting in 
this duty of patience, and inſtead of improv- 
ing under troubles, we generally are loſers 
by them. We do not then gain crowns, as 
thy martyrs did, but by our impatience 
remove to a greater diſtance from Heaven. 
"This we acknowledge to be our misfor- 
tune, and knowing how great an one this is, 


St. Stephen, Dec. 26. 53 


in then provokin thy diſpleaſure againſt us, 


when we have the faireſt opportunities of 
gaining thy favour; therefore behold, O 
God, we here in the ſpirit of humility con- 
feſs our faults before thee, and hope thou 
wilt have compaſſion on us, and grant this 
day a better and more chriſtian ſpirit. 
That we receive not the troubles of this 
life, as. the, exerciſe of thy heavenly, hand, 


R. We confeſs this to be our fault, and beſeech 


« thee, O God, to pardon ut. 


That. we ſubmit not. to the troubles. of 


this life, as to the appointment or execution 


of thy holy will. R. We confeſs this to be 
our ur Jon and e thee, O God, to pardon 


28. hg we loſe all comfort. in time 17 
— and are not ſolicitous to make that 
benefit of it, which thou, O Lord, dr 
in the exerciſe thou giveſt us. R. We co 
this to be our. fault, and beſeech-thee, O 5 
to pardon us. 

That we ſink, in ſpirit, fall into dei 6 on, 

and retain not a lively hope in thee. R. We 
confeſs. this to. be onr. fault, and beſeech thee, 
O God, to pardon. us. 
That we become impatient, fretful, and 
uneaſy, and think ourſelves miſerable under 
thy ſcourge. R. We confeſs this to be our 
op _ eh nn) O God, to 1 1. 

44. 1 | | WJ. 12 


54 St. Stephen, Dec. 26. 


That we let nature (govern us under our 
troubles, and ſuffer rather like Heathens than 
chriſtians. R. We confeſs this to be our great 

fault, and beſeech thee, O God, to ' pardon us. 

And now, O God, behold we lay our 
defire before thee; we ſincerely defire to 
amend this our great weakneſs; we defire 
to practiſe what we profeſs, and follow the 
Goſpel of jeſus Chriſt in ſuffering all 
troubles with humility and patience. We fee 
how thou honoureſt and crowneſt' patience 
in thy Martyrs; we have encouragement 
from — example, and we deſire to partake 


of their rewards. Have regard, O God, to 


theſe our deſires, we beſeech thee, and mer- 
eifully hear our prayers. 

Conſider our great weakneſs, O Lord, 
and according to our neceſſities ſo mercifully 
help us with thy grace, and give us ſtrength 
to go under whatever burthen thou ſhalt 
pleaſe to lay upon us. R. Grant this our 

2 O God, and mercifully hear our prayers: 
Pour forth upon us, we beſeech thee, the 
ae ſpirit which ſupported the Martyrs un- 
der all their trials, which carried them through 
with an untired courage, and brought them 
to the reward of their labours. R. Grant 
this our rag 2 _ and mg yup hear our 
prayers.” | 
Give us, O bleſſed ed; fuck anrhdible 
heart, that we may readily ſubmit to what - 
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ever are the appointments of thy holy will: 
Give us ſuch patience, that with a compoſed 
and peaceable mind, we may ſuſſer whatever 
thou ſhalt ordain, either as the ſcourge: or 
exerciſe of this life. R. Grant ibis our peti. 
tion, O God, and mercifully hear our prayer. 
Give us grace to reſiſt all inclinations to 
uneaſinels, impatience, or dejection of mind 
and as ſoon as theſe begin to appear, may 
we reſolutely ſtand againſt them, and with 2 


true reſignation . all our care upon thee. 


R. Grant this our petition, O God, and Mere: 


cifully hear our prayers. is mot 
Chriſt, hear us. ren 4:21 Its 
Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 190 bett 
12 40 15 

Let us ia. is fo 


GOD, who haſt commanded us to oibe 

patient under all evils, and promiſed 
to be the rewarder of all ſuch as — 
to the end, have compaſſion on our weak 
neſs, and ſtrengthen us by thy heavenly 
grace; that by thee, we may be enabled 
to obſerve thy commands, and by thy mercy, 
obtain what thy goodneſs has promiſed. : +, 
O bleſſed Jeſus, who waſt pleaſed: to 
drink of the bittereſt cup; who didſt ſub- 
mit thy ſhoulders to the weight of the croſs, | 


and to all its torments, in compliance with 


oy Father's will: Hear us in chy mercy this 


Civ: 
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day, and ſo effectually aſſiſt us with thy grave 
that as often as we feel any weight upon us, 
we may not then yield to — but force 
nature to bend to thy Holy Will, and be 
ever ſolicitous to follow thee 1 in che ſpirit of 6 
che Croſs. 

0 God the Holy Ghoſt, who didſt fo 
confirm the Apoſtles, and this holy Deacon, 
St. Stephen, that they rejoiced under all 
the evils this world could bring upon 
them: Pour forth, we beſeech thee, thy 
Holy Spirit this day ſo plentifully into our 
hearts, that we may be raiſed above our 
natural weakneſs, find comfort under our 
preſent, troubles, and never more offend 
thee through any impatience, rough our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

St. Stephen having ſhewn not only a Fele; 
patience in his ſufferings, but likew:!ſe a migſt 
remarkable charity in praying for his perſecus 
tors, at the very time when they were ſtoning 
' him- to death; let us now beg of the God of 
Martyrs, that he will give us this day a large 
portion of this charity towards our neighbour, 
and eſpecially towards thoſe, en we . 
bend to be our enemies. 


Let us Pray. 


GOD, who haſt commanded us to 
have charity for every neighbour, 
without nn thoſe who are our ene- 
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mies: Grant, we beſeech ther, this charity 
may -abundantly dwell in our hearts, and 
that our corruption may not make any ex- 
ceptions, where thy manifeſt Will has! de- 
clared there ſhall be none. 153 
That we may more effectually obtain tin 
we aſk, mercifully deliver us, O Lord, we 
leech thee, from all that paſſion and per- 
verſeneſs of temper, which makes this 
thy law. ſo very difficult to us. We confeſs 
our corruption, in this point, to be 
great, and that our unhappineſs is equal to it, 
in being ſo averſe to what thou commandeſt t 
But have mercy now, O God, and let thy 
Holy Grace either change our nene or 
help us to overcome it. 
Wherefore now, O Father of mercy, be- 
hold we lay our petitions before thee," and 
moſt earneſtly beſcech thee to hear our 
prayers. 
From anger and Wan er 
From ill-will and hatred, * 8 el 
From malice and deſire of revenge, |» 
From admitting reſentments. 8 
From meditating upon injuries, | 
From the ſuggeſtions of an excepbp- 
S 


1 
" n 
— 


tious temper, > d 
From all uncharitable conſtructions, ; 

From hearkening to flatterers and . 

adviſer s 

From the abrkings of a diſturbec im- 

agination, Cy 


- 
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»>iFromiall inward diſquiets Þ 
From all ſtubbornneſs and pervere 1 
_ ofqudgment;'/ 4 907 | 
- . From all degrees of diſlike and aver- 
don, 4; 1 

From all complaint againſt our neigh- | 
Wenn * I 


rom repenting and magnifying-. 


Ani From all theſe infirmities, — oo 
and evil practices, we beſeech thee, O Lord, 
mercifully to deliver us, and to give us 2 
better ſpirit, even the ſpirit of thy bleſſed 
Martyr, St. Stephen: And grant, that under 
Allikinds of provocations, we may no more 
follow the faggeſtions of our own corrup- 
tion, but the method of hat ae 0 80 
he has ſhewr, uus. 

Grant, O God, that Wee we are 
provoked or injured, we may take it in the 
belt ſenſe, not as the effect of defign or ma- 
lice, but only of miſtake, ſurpriſe, or WEAK» 
neſs. R. We beſeech thee, hear 1. 
That we may take it all as from thy hea- 
Fenly hand, which has a right to exerciſe 
dr puniſli us, in whatever manner thou 
Pleaſeſt. R. Ve beſcech theo, bear ur. 

That we may receive it with the peaceable 
ſubmiſſion due to thy orders, and always 
fay, It is our Lord has done it; Bleſſed be 
2 3332 
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che name of our Lord. R. Me beſerch thee, 


hear Ur.. 120 1 ns z Sire 10 iT; it $979k { 


That hence we may admit no diſlike or 
ill-will againſt - our neighbour. R. whe 
beſeech thee, hear us. 

That we may freely ſpeak to him, and 
omit no expreſſions of a neighbourhy and 
friendly correſpondence. :, R. Ne bifeech 
thee, hear us. 2740 If 

That we never ſpeak one word agvinſt 
him, but be ready to do all ſervice for him 
that lies in our power. R. We "I thee; 


That we never. rejoice in any I that 
—.— to him, nor in any word that is 
ſpoken by others to his prejudice.” R. wy 


 beſeech thee, hear us. 


That we may uſe no other e for 

overcoming. our adverſaries, than by doing 
good for evil. R. We beſeech thee, 5 cn 6. 

That we deceive not ourſelves in finding 
pretexts for living in contention, or at dif- 
terence with any neighbour... R. We e 
thee, bear us. 

That whatever difference happen „ we may 
be, ſincerely induſtrious in our beſt endeg- 
vours for a ſpeedy. reconcilmtion. * Me 
becher e, hear un. 

That we depart not this life, but in per: 


fect.chatity. with err e * ** 
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give all west 1 as we deſire to be forgiven 
buf thee. . R. We Feds hear us. 
5 hear 8 


fi 9 FATHER of mercy, Who N how 
; neceſſary charity is for us, grant us this 
Freat virtue, we beſeech thee, and ſuffer no 
l humour in us, to eiue that from 
hearts, without which we can have no 
es for ſalvation. 
elp us, O God, in overcoming al 
| Iifficubtes within us, and give us grace to 
ſtand againſt all the inclinations of nature, as 
often as we find them contrary to.thy com- 
mands. and to thy holy will, which thou haſt 
; In fuch plain terms manifeſted to us. 
And fince, thou haſt ſo expreſiy declared 
That we muſt hope for no pardon of our ſins 
from thee, except we forgive all injuries, and 
*are reconciled from our hearts to thoſe who 
have offended us; vouchſafe us, we beſeech 
"thee, thy grace, that we may comply with 
this condition of mercy, and never ſo blindly 
purſue any adverſary, as to ſhut ourſelves 
out of heaven, in revenge to him. 
Deliver us, we beſeech thee, from all de- 


Tafion | in this en point, and grant we may 
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 ſhufflings, and by the ſtrength o 
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not deceive ourſelves by any falſe r 64 caſoning, 
'rather, O God, let it be - the effect of thy 


grace in us cheerfully to obſerve thy com- 
mands, and to ſuſpect all that as falſe and 


treacherous, which pretends to diſpenſe with 
them. 


But ſince "Ia knoweſt, O God, this ch 


command to be difficult to nature, give 


thy holy light, to diſcover all its ——— 
thy heaxen- 
ly aſſiſtance, may we overcome all its diffi. 
culties, and force it to bend to thy law. 
Help us, O God, in theſe. eats, 
where we muſt either overcome, or- Ly 
loſt forever. | 
And thou, O blefſed Jeſus, who haſt 
not only commanded, but likewiſe prac- 
tiſed, this charity in an eminent degree, 

and powerfully aſhited fuch weak y _ 


as we are, ſo as to follow thy example 
loving their enemies; manifeſt likewiſe 


this thy power, we beſeech thee, in us thy 
ſervants; and whatever the averſion of 
nature be, yet grant, O God, that from 
this time, in all provocations, we may 
trample upon nature to follow thee, and 
in this- ſhew whoſe diſciples we are. 
And now, O God, having made our 
petitions, we likewiſe lay our deſires Ape 
reſolutions before thee, purpoling, throug 
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thy holy grace, to follow the pattern of 
this day, both in patience and charfty, 
both in bearing troubles, and forgiving 
injuries: And we intend, in the very next 
occaſions that happen, to ſhew the ſincerity 
of what we propoſe. But it is thou, O 
Lord, muſt give the bleſſing to our endea- 
vours. Bleſs us therefore, who are here 
aſſembled, we beſeech thee, O Gods, and 
let thy grace, for ſtrengthening us in theſe 
two great virtues of charity and E 
1 in us the fruit of this feſtival. 


1 
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ELP us, O Lord, we beſeech. abs, 
in imitating what we honour, that 


we may learn to love even our enemies: 


Becauſe we celebrate this Martyrdom, who, 
even for his perſecutors, became a petitioner; 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who liveth and. 
GATE with thee in the unity. 


w, 


"et 
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2 IS being the feſtival of St. — the Fn 

loved Diſei le of Chrift, the Apoſtle and 
Trang elit, who, at the laſt ſupper,” reſted on 
the breaf of Teſus, and in this ſhewed how 
much he loved Jeſus, and - how \mueh he was 
beloved by him; let us, on this feſtival, both. 
confeſs our fault, and acknowledge it our mis- 
fortune, that ſo very little of the love of Feſus 
is found in ts, a that wwe feck more "of is 
creatures than in him. 

It is thy great mercy to us, we confels 
it, O Lord, that thou commandeſt us to 
love thee, and wilt accept of the love of 
ſuch poor worms as we are, 

It is yet thy greater mercy, that thow 
offereſt thyſelf for our eternal poſſeſſion, 
and to be to us an everlaſting inheritance 
of unchangeable bliſs. 

And requireſt no other condition for this 
purchaſe, but that we give our hearts to thee, 
and love thee. 

O God, how infinite and adorable is 
this thy mercy! 
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To offer thyſelf for our happineſs, and 
to make it our intereſt to love thee, and yet, 


at the ſame time, to command and ſue for 


our love, as if it were not our intereſt, 
but thy own: 


As i not we. but thou, 0 God, waſt to 


be made happy, by our love! 

Infinite, O O Cad, is this thy goodneſs to 
man. 

And infinite our miſery, that after being 
has: called, invited, courted, and com- 
manded by our God to love him, yet we 
do not love him. 
hat inſtead of loving him infinitely 
n we let his creatures ſteal AWAY gu. 


"We ſet our r affections on prriſhing trifles, 
*. are fond of vanity and make as if * 
were ſubſtantial goods. 

We run after things moſt pernicious to us, 
both as to body and ſoul, and open our 
breaſts to what we know moſt Wr n to 
our God. 

We are averſe to all thoſe ways chat lead 
us to God; and with moſt eager deſires, pur- 
ſue ſuch things as we know will a or 
ite put us out of the way of bliſs. 1 
What thou, O God, — pe us, 
we entertain with diſlike and, if we under- 


OY 
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take to perform thy will, "ir is besen 
carleſſneſs and ſloth. N 5 

But what thou ifapproveſt; that, 0 God, 
we graſp at with eagerneſs, and in the com- 
mands of idleneſs and NY there our whole 
ſouls are employed. 


This, O God, we acknowledge e _ :.: 
misfortune, and our fin ; and being under 


theſe great indiſpoſitions of ſoul, we are 
obliged to own, that the reſting place of our 
hearts is not the breaſt of Jeſus, but that we 
ſeek in creatures, what is only to be found in 
him. This is a great miſery and blindneſs; 
and being ſo unlike to the holy diſpoſition we 
honour in the Saint of this day, we have 
reaſon to bluſh, and be confounded at it, 
and humbly beg pardon for the ſinful part. 

Wherefore, O God, behold, here ſenfible 


of our unhappincſs, we bow down before 


thee,” and implore thy mercy. for our great 
and ſpreading: fin, in not loving thee, as we 
oughngr. 
That we have hitherto ſet our affeQions 
on things of earth more than of heaven. R. 
It thy mercy, O Lord, forgive ut. | 


That we have placed our comfort more in 


thy creatures than in thee, our God. R. In 
thy mercy, O Lord, forgive us. 

That we have ſought with more earneſt. 
neſs, the vanities and follies of this world, 
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than the poſſeſſion of thee our everlaſting 
good. R. In thy mercy, Q Lord forgive us. 
That we have let every impertinent trouble 
or concern, and even 1dleneſs itſelf, waſte 
all thoſe ſpirits and life, which ſhould have 
been employed in ſeeking and ſighing for 
thee, our Lord. R. _ thy mercy, O Lord, 
forgive us. 

That we have let every trifling bach, 
duſt and droſs, and all kinds of fin, take 
away our hearts from thee, our God. R. 
In thy mercy, O Lord, forgive us. 

That we have made idols of all thy crea- 
tures, and of ourſelves, and for theſe have 


forſaken thee, our God. R. In thy mercy, 


O Lord, forgive us. 
— -» That in compliance with company, we 
have deſpiſed thy law, and tranſgreſſed thoſe 
duties, which thou haſt enjoined us. R. 
In thy mercy, O Lord, forgive un. 

That to pleaſe our ſenſes, to favour our 
own inclinations or humour, we have neg- 
lected eternity, and broken thy command- 
ments. R. In thy mercy, O Lord, forgive us. 
Forgive us, O Lord, we moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee, all thele our great fins, and ſhew 
mercy to us thy ſervants, who having a ſenſe 
of our manifold unworthineſs, lament. it here 
before thee, and are in confuſion within 
ourſelves, to ſee. how very inſincere we are 
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in che profeſſion, we ſo often make of . 
and ſerving the. 

Have compaſſion on us, O God, in this 
our unhappy ſtate, and hear us now calling 
upon thee, for the relief of our miſery. We 
appeal to thy infinite mercy, and in thy good- 
neſs place our whole confidence; for in our- 
ſelves we fee nothing but corruption, blind- 
neſs and deceit z evils enough to move thee 
to pity, but nothing wherein we can truſt. 
Have compaſhon therefore on us, we beſeech 
thee, and according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies now hear our prayers. 

Let thy grace, O God, now deſcend upon 
us, and work a powerful change i in our hearts. 

May it weaken all that corruption in us, 
which carries us to creatures, and makes us 
forſake thee, O God. 

May it leſſon our folicitude for all thacds. 
temporal, aud turn our hearts to ſeek the 
one thing neceſſary. 

May it take off our fondnefs from all that 
perithes, and teach us to deſpiſe what is un- 
worthy of our love. 

Let thy grace, O God, kindle in our 
hearts that holy fire of divine love, and 
with this may we love thee, with this _ 
we ſeek thee. 

May thy holy love, O God, rule our 


hearts; may it have the command of all 
that is within us. 
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110 May all our paſſions be ſubject to it ; may 
our affections, inclinations, and defires be 
under its influence. 

May this holy love have the — 
of our ſenſes, of our converſation, of our 
tongue, of our appetite, of our leiſure hours 
and our ſleep. 

May all our life be regulated by | it ; and 
may we never take any es Überties but 
what this approves. 

Thus, O God, may we thew 3 — 
thy children, by being led in * things, by 
the Spirit of thee, our Father. + 

Another petition, we make to thee," O 

God, that we may deſire, above all things, to 
come to the poſſeſſion of thee. 
That we may be every day mindful of 
this being the end for which we were creat- 
ed, and that it ought to be the rr — 
of our lives. "rf 

That we may eſteem all hinge as L 
which help us on in our way to: bliſs. 
That we may count all that our misfortune, 
which is a clog upon the ſoul, and mala! it 
in love with earth. 

That we may place our great comfort in a 
virtuous life, and in doing in all things thy 

holy vjll. 
That we my reckon that the only un- 
happineſs, to be in thy ee or in a 
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ſinful ſtate 3 and therefore be reſolute in | 
never yielding to what thou, 0 Lord, haſt 
forbidden. 
Hear us, O God, in theſe our petitions. 
R. And let not our unworthineſs, turn away 
thy mercy from us. = 
Be our Advocate, O Jeſus, and plead for 
us. 
R. And by all thy mercies, which thou haft 
fhewed us, grant that we may love thee. | 


| 

t˖ 

$ May thy infinite goodneſs draw our hearts 
y ſtrong to thee. 
0 

0 
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R. And may nothing en binder us from 
reting in thy boſom. . 
Lord hear my prayer. 
R. And let my cry come t0 thee. 
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God, — 5 ſeeſt our blindaefs' in eng 
happineſs in creatures, whilſt we are 
invited to the poſſeſſion of infinite and un- 
changeable bliſs, have compaſſion on our 
miſery, and by thy. grace ſo change this per- 
verſeneſs of nature, that truly diſcernin 

na W what is good, we may only there ſeek ell 
thy and happineſs, where alone they are to de 

found. 

un- Grant we may now ſec all our errors in 
ma I this kind, and efpecially where we have miſ- 
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placed our affections, to the prejudice of our 
eternal good; and now let it de thy mercy 
to us, that we do thee juſtice, in taking from 
creatures what belongs to thee alone. 
Diſcover to us, O God, by thy heavenly 
. light, whatever inclinations are immoderate 
p in us, and convince us that there cannot be 
innocence, wherever there is exceſs. Hence, 
O Lord, we beſeech thee, give us both diſ- 
cretion and ſtrength for retrenching all that, 
in our affections and paſſions, which tranſ- 
greſſes thoſe bounds which thou haſt ſet; 
that ſo whilit we uſe thy creatures, as thou 
haſt indulged to our benefit, we may not 
abuſe them to thy diſpleaſure and to the in- 
jury of that love which is due to thee. | 
This petition, we preſs to thee, O God, 
with all the earneſtneſs of our ſouls ; becauſe 
we are ſenſible, that all our greateſt ſins and 
even misfortunes: in this world hence take 
their riſe; that we keep not our affections, 
inclinations, and paſſions, within their due 
bounds; that any one of theſe becoming 
immoderate, blinds our underſtanding, cor- 
rupts our reaſon; and all thoſe faculties, 
which thou haſt given us for our conduct, 
become confederate againſt us, and trea- 
_ cherouſly conſpire to our ruin. And hence, 
O God, how many ſinful miſchiefs follow! 
Who can ſay, where is the end of indiſcre- 
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tion, folly, and fin, whilſt common evils in 
this diforder are made warrantable, and 
texts are found to excuſe the greateſt ? 
Wherefore, we moſt earneſtly beſeech 
thee, O God, that in thy Grace, we may 
find help againſt our corruption. 'Teach -us, 


; O blefſed Lord, and give us ſtrength to 
i moderate all our paſſions; grant we may be 
; jealous of their firſt attempts,- and not-be 
5 too credulous, even when they ſeem innocent. 
p Make us courageous in reſiſting evil, but let 
nus not be bold in truſting our paſſions, which 


are very ſeldom. indulged but with their evi- 
dent danger, who ſhew favour to them. O 
God, teach us to be wiſe in this point, that 
by a timely fear, we may- be more ſecure 
againſt all exceſs, and by being watchful _ 
againſt what is immoderate, our hearts may 
have that liberty, which thou haſt ordained, 
even the liberty for ſeeking reſt in thee. 

This reſt we deſire, and therefore aſk of 
22 O God, to diſengage our hearts this 

day from whatever it be, that at preſent 
hinders us from taking up our reſt there, 
where there is true comfort and ſatisfaction, 
without danger of exceſs. This is the leſſon, 
which thy beloved Apoſtle, O bleſſed Jeſus, 
has given us. Shew us mercy on this his 
feſtival ; we honour his virtue, we admire 
that ſingular holineſs 'in him, which was 
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loved by thee. Shew us this mercy, that 

we may 2 with him in loving thee, and, 

in earneſt, endeavour to remove all thoſe 

22 which hinder us from reſting in 
ee. 

And now, for the concluſion of this day's 
devotion, let us join in the collect of this 
feſtival. s 1 | bg 
This is John, who at the laſt ſupper, reſted 
on our Lord's breaſt. Bleſſed Apoſtle, ta 
whom the ſecrets of heaven were revealed. 

_ Bleſſed John, is greatly to be honoured. 
FN. Who, at ſupper re/ted on our Lord's 


Let us Pray. 


8 forth the beams of thy light, moſt 
merciful Lord, upon thy church, that 
being taught by the inſtructions of Saint 
Juobn, thy Apoſtle and Evangeliſt, ſhe pay 
obtain the rewards of eternity. Throug 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
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PHIS day being à memorial of that fatrifice 
= offered to God in the blood of many inno- 
cents, barbarou/ly murdered by the cruelty of 
Herod who ſought among ſt them to take away 
the life of Chriſt ; let us pray, on this feſtival, 
for all infants born into the world, that all 
may be 1 2 by the ſacrament of baptiſm, 
that by his holy laver, as many as ſhall be 
taken out of the world, may be prepared to be 
companions in bliſs with thoſe holy victims wwe 
commemorate this day, who were baptiſed in 
their own blood. - 1 


1 ag Let us Pray. 


EAR us, O God, we beſeech thee, in 
behalf of all thoſe, who are born of 
| chriſtian parents, and ſhew that mercy to 
4 I them, that they may be all born again of 
water and the Holy Ghoſt, as thou haſt or- 
dained ; and in this holy inſtitution, being 
purified from that original guilt, they bring 
with them into the world, as many as are 
inatched away in thoſe tender years, may 
Vol. XII. D. 
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worſt of homicides. 
gnawing WOrm muſt there be on their-con- 
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have nothing to obſtruct their. happineſs-in | 
the full poſſeſſion 1 thee, their Father, 0 8 
their Gd. i e 


Have e on theſe, 0 Father of 
Mercy, and ſuffer them not to be taken 


away under that guilt, which is their ſad in- 
heritance from Adam. 


And ſince it is a 
guilt, which makes them the children of 
wrath, and the object of thy diſpleaſure, 


grant they may receive the beneſit of that 
holy ordinance, which thy goodneſs has 


appointed for their remedy; that by this, 


being made the living members of Jeſus 
Chriſt, they may be capable of that ſalvation, 
which is not to be obtained, but through 
Jene Chriſt, and by thoſe who are in him. 
a ſenſe of this 


Give, O God, to parents, a | 
great duty; that they may not delay or 


neglect that upon ceremony, or any hand 
conſiderations, which thou haſt declared an 
indiſpenſible condition of bliſs. 


faith of eternity prevent in them that unna- 


tural cruelty, of depriving their children of 


their better life, and thus becoming the 
O God! what a 


ſciences, who, by their want of true concern, 
bring. eternal miſchiefs onbstheir. children, 
ſuch as can never more be in their power to 
remedy! Let not this, O God, be the cals 
of any believing parent. e 


Let their. 
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And as for all others. who, throuph error | 
4 judgment, expoſe their children, by de- 


priving them of this ordinance of merey, 


be thou, O God, à light to fuck parents. 


Manifeſt thy truth to them, we beſeech thee, 


and teach them to ſeek ſalvation for their 
children through Chriſt, by obferving his 
law, and incorporating them into his body, 
that ſo in Chriſt they may be ſaved, who out 
of him muſt be out of the way of that hap- 


pineſs, which he has purchaſed by his blood, 


Shew mercy, ' O God, tv all theſe, who > 
are unhappily deceived, and by. thy grace 
remove from thetn, whaneves is bated 
of their blindneſs, that fo being enlightened 
by thee, they may have reaſon to 'bleſs-thy+ 
Holy Name, both for themſelves and their 
children. Through our Lord Jeſus. Chrilt. 

Let us pray likewiſe for all parents, that 
having regenerated their children in baptiſm, 
they may not be wanting in any care that is 
neceſſary for their —— "good, whether” as 10 


foul or body. 


O God who haſt given parents a hike 
of their children; 451 wilt call them to an 
account for whatever is wanting in their 
children of a chriſtian education: Grant, 
we beſeech thee, that they may have a true 
ſenſe of their datv, and with a due ſolicitude 
be watchful in ſatisfyiag every part af it. 
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Give. them, O God, underſtanding, that 
they may take right methods in raiſing their 
Infants; and by no humour, indiſcretion, 
or ill-advice, do any thing, that may be 
deſtruckive of their life or health. | 
Give them, O God, the ſpirit of chriſtian 
parents, that they may train up their children 
in ſuch a way, as may beſt prepare them for 
living as becomes the children of God. 
Make them ſolicitous, we beſeech thee, in 
ſatisfying this great obligation, on which ſo 
very much depends the eternal well-being | 
of their children. 
For this end, we make it our - petition to 
thee, to deliver parents from both the hurt- 
ful extremes of immoderate fondneſs and 
ſeverity ; take from them likewiſe all mo- 
roſeneſs, ill humour and paſſion ; and teach 
them to oblige their children to a virtuous 
life, by love and good exa 5 
Let it be alſo the effect of thy holy grace, 
O God, to exempt them from all other 
pernicious indiſcretions, ſuch as bring ruin 
on their children, or very much expoſe them, 
while they go on blindly, without any ſuſpi- 
cian of doing any harm. Help them, 0 
God, in all other reſpects, that having their 
commiſſion from thee, and their truſt being 
very difficult, they may be bountifully afliſt- 
ed by thy grace, according to the difficulties 


Holy Imocents, Dec. BY 5: 77 


of cheir ſtate; that ſo they may faithfully 

_ diſcharge their whole duty, to their own 
eternal comfort, and their childrens everlaſt- 

ing good. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

his being a day ſubject to ſome ſuperſtitious 
| obſervations, even among believers, let us pray, 
on this feſtival, that Aung God would be 
pleaſed to deliver us, and all other chriſtians, 
from all kinds of ſuperſtitions, that ſo God may 
be duly honoured, and all thoſe vanities removed, 


which leſſen that confidence we is to have 
in Dim. 


Let us Pray. 
EAR us, O God, we beſeech thee, 
now joining in prayer ; and ſince it is 
55 the remedy of ſuch evils, which we 
believe very prejudicial to that duty we owe 
4 to thee, be propitious to us, and with a 

? favourable acceptance receiving our petitions, 
mercitully grant what we aſk. 

From all vain obſervations of days, as if 
ſome were lucky, and others unlucky. R. 
O Lord, deliver us. 

From all vain obſervations of omens, ſigns, 


or particular accidents, as if our misfortunes 


had any dependence on them. R. O Lord, 
deliver us. 
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From all vain obſervatidne of Arend "a 
if theſe were to determine our fears or our 
hopes, or had any thing foreboding i in them. 
R. Lora, deliver us. 

From the uſe of all kinds of charms. | R. 
O Lord," deliver uu. 

From ſeeking health. or- ane from pain, by 
characters, figures, writings, or any other 

ſuch - preſcriptions, practices, or means, 
which neither from God or nature, have any 
connexion with the effect deſired. R. 0 
Lora, deliver us. 

From conſulting magicians, Sertune-tellers 
or others, who pretend to diſcover things 
unknown, or foretel what Is to come, R. 

O Lord, deliver u. 

Prom uſing any other fort of means. or 
practices, for the diſcovery of what is yet 
anknown, or for foreſeeing what is to come. 
R. O Lord, deliver us. 

From confulting aſtrologers; and from 
all undue dependence on what the ſtars 
forebode. R. O Lord, deliver us. 

- From all other kinds of ſuperſtitions, 
| whatever they be, whether ſuch as can be 

ſuſpected of compact with the Devil, or 
others, which ſeem to be vain oblervati 
ons. and inſigniſicant trifles. an v 90 6 
deliver . . 


from all theſe evil practices, and give us 
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eee 48. 79 
Deliver us, 0 Lord, we beſeech thee, 


grace to overcome whatever ener N we 
have to them! 

Becauſe we believe them to be the rem- 
natits of heatheniſm, and cuſtoms n 
from the times of infidelit /, . 

We believe them to be contrivanees of 
Satan for n our depend on thee, 
our God. 

We believe em to be anful, 5 it 
is either truſting in vanity, or ſeeking help 
from the Devil. 

Me believe them to be ſnares for taking 
off our hearts from God, and filling them 
with vain hopes or fears. | 

We believe them to be a rranſgreſlion of 
the firſt commandment, and injurious to 


that faith and hope, we are obliged to have 
in thee. ' 


of the fin, we here renounce thele evils 
before thee!” -- 3-55] | 
We acknowledge thee to fn our God, 
und here declare our abhorrence of whats. 
ever practices entrench upon thy prerogative. 
We confeſs ourſelves to be wholly in thy 
ds. and according to the orders of thy _ 
providence, fo thall every thing befal us. 
1 
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We know that no part of our lives is the 
effect of chance, and that our lot is not left 
to be determined be accidents. 

No, bleſſed Lord, we acknowledge I 
the ſupreme Ruler of the Univerſe, — that 
without thee neither a leaf falls from a tree, 
nor a hair from our heads. 

Hence, O God, we bow down and adore 
thee, and ſubmit to whatever ſhall be. thy 
holy will in us. 

We are content with the darkneſs of our 
"ſtate, and deſire not to break in upon thoſe 

Kors which thou art pleaſed to hide from 


We ſubmit to all the exerciſes. of this 
life and offer ourſelves to ſuffer whatever 
thou ſhalt appoint. _ 

And as for any relief we deſire none, but 
what is approved by thee. PP 
For to make uſe of any other, we confeſs 
it to be nothing leſs than going to the Devil 
for help. 

And rather than do thus, we acknow- 
ledge it our obligation to ſuffer the extre- 
- mity of evils, even with the loſs of our 
lives. 

Thus, O God, we profeſs, thus we deſire 
to do, and we moſt humbly beg thy grace 
for the execution of our delires. 


% 
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Let Us Pray. . 


GOD, who ſeeſt all our infrwities, 
and by whoſe grace alone we càn hope 
for their remedy; help us, we beſeech thee, 
in this particular, and grant that by thy 
aſſiſtance, we may overcome whatever evils 
we are led to by our own corruption. 


[ Help us in diſcerning all ſuch practices, 
which can be ſuſpected of ſuperſtition; 
4 and ſince, by thy grace, we are ſenſible how 
8 unlawful they are, ſo mercifully confirm us 
1 againſt them, that we may rather chuſe to 
24-4 ſubmit to all inconveniencies, than ſeek 
ml: help by the hazard of ſuch guilt. 
T Pardon, O God, we beſeech thee, what- 
ever have been our paſt follies in this kind; 
Xt we acknowledge them with humility, and 


with fincerity lay before thee our deſires of 


ſs amendment; and we hope in thy mercy to 

1 find the pardon of our ſins, and ſince we 
have thee our God, of infinite power 

W- and goodneſs to truſt to, let it be from this 

e- time a confuſion to us, to think of truſting 

ur in any thing unlawful, in vain obſervations 

| or dreams. 

ITC Hear us, O God, we- e beſeech thee, and 

ce 


grant: our petitions: 


R. Mercifully - pardon our ſins; and give 
us grace to amend. 
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"This being @ day of Holy Innocents 
: tranſlated fron earth to Heaven, it muſt call 
to bur mimds the condition, which our ble effed 
"Redeemer has declared neceſſary for coming to 
that Rave of bliſs. For it is he has ſaid to all 
his followers, except ye be converted, and become 
t little children, ye ſhall not enter into the 
kingdom Heaven. Since therefore he that 
it 51 udge of ibe quick' and dead, has thus 
declared it, let ut beg on this feſtival of Inno- 
cents, that this condition may be fulfilled in 
ur, and that'we may be fo truly converted, as 
: 10 become a 1 . 


Fer us Prop. 


0 60D, who on this day haſt called us 
| to celebrate the memory of the Holy 
Hmocentt, that were offered a ſacrifice to thee, 
and haſt commanded us to become as little 
children; that we may be companions with 
them in bliſs; mercifully grant we may 
ſincerely conſider what thou requireſt of 
us, and ET FREIE what thou com- 
"mandeft. - 

Grant we may labour to put off all that 
corruption; which; © with the number of 
our days and years, is grown up with us. 
R. Merciful bear us, O Lord, ud ry our 
petit. | 
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Grant we may be truly converted to thee, 
Th by a ſincere repentance obtain ſuch a 
full diſcharge of all our fins, as in the purity 
of our conſcience to become as little | chil 
dren. R. M ercifully hea” us, 9 Lord, and 
ahead our petition. Node | 

Grant we may renounce all our unbitics, 
pride and vanity, and become truly humble 
as little clüldren. R. Mercifully hear ws, O 
Lord, and grant our petition. 

Grant we may lay aſide all ae deſire 
of revenge, hatred and ill-will, and under 
all provocations be as free from reſentments 
as little children. R. Mereifully hear us, O 
Lord, and grant our petition: | 

Grant we may admit of no jealouſies, 
ſuſpicions of raſh judgments, but in the 
calm of an undiſturbed mind, 5 of As 
'ttle* children. R. Merci fully hear is 0 
Lord, and grant our petit. 

Grant we may bear all troubles. 3 1 
| dejection or murmuring, and put ourſelves 
entirely into thy hands without any reſerve, 
with the ſubmiſſion! of little children. R. 
Mereifully, bear 4, 0 Lord, and grant gur 
Prtitan. ; | 
Grant we may ſpeck oil of no _neigh- 
bour whatever, but under the reſtraint of - 
charity be: as ſilent in this point as little 
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children. R. Mercifully bear us, 0 hank: 


and grant our petition. 
Grant we may avoid all kind of lying, 


curſing, oaths, abuſe of thy Holy Name, 


and all manner of evil- ſpeaking, and by not 
offending in words, become as little children. 
R. Merci cifully hear us, 0 Led. and grant 
our petition. 
Grant we may be exempt from all deceit, 
hypocrify and double * and do all 
things in ſingleneſs of heart as little children. 
R. Mercifully hear us, O Lord, amd * 
cur petition. 
Grant we may be free from all immo- 
derate love of the world, from covetouineſs, 
ſolicitude, intemperance, from all fenſualiny. 
from concupiſcence of the heart and eyes, 
and in body and mind becoming pure as 
little SER R. Mercifully bear , 0 
Lord, and grant our petition. 

Chrſt „hear us. 


N. Chrift, graciouſly hear Us. 
| > ws Pray. 


Bleſſed Reticemer, who haſt given us 
| this direction of becoming as little chil- 
dren, for the gaining the kingdom of hea» 
ven; mercifully aſſiſt us with thy holy grace, 
that diligently. obſerving what thou haſt 
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commanded, we may not Hail of inheriting | 
thy promiſes. 2 

Grant we may ſeriouſly examine all our 
ways, and ſeeing how very unlike we are 


to that innocent age, which thou propoſeſt 
to us for our pattern, we may in earneſt _ 


labour to overcome ourſelves, and never be 
tired with our endeavours, till we are eome 
to ſome reſemblance of that infant ſtate, - 
which thou haſt ſet before us. | 
Grant we may put off that corruption 
which is grown up with us, and with vio- 
lence break from all our evil ways, that 
when we are called to appear before thee, 
we may be found clothed with righteouſneſs, 
with the innocence, purity and ſimplicity 
of infants, who know not what it is to fins 
And thus having performed the conditions, 
may be received into everlaſting glory; who  _ 
hveth and reigneth with God the Father in 
the unity of the Holy Ghoſt, one God, - 
world without end. Amen. 


Hear us O God, on this day of Holy 15 


nocents. | 
R. And grout : we may become as little . | 
ren. |; 
Lord hear: our prayer. | D A 


R. And let our cry come to thee. 
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5 1 © GOD, whoſe: 
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5x37 us Pray. 


praiſe the innocent Mar. 
tyrs publiſhed this day, not by ſpeak. 
"Bit dying; mortify in us all vicious 


e that profeſſing thy faith with 


our lips, we may likewiſe fhew it in our 


actions. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
„„ RI» 15. 
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8. Thomas C Canterbury, Dee. 0 


Joꝛrx *. 11. 16. OY 


FT being the day of St. Thomas, Albin 


. 3 of Canterbury, who flanding up in defence 


F the rights and literties of the church, was 


; into baniſbment, where having ſuffered 


many difficult trials with a remarkable con- 


Raney, he was at length recalled to his flock, 


and afte. eme time, by the violence of wicked 
men, wwas murdered in His own church at Can- 


£5 terbury ; ; let us pray on this feſtival for all tht, 


paſtors of Chri/?'s. church, that God ould 
pleaſe to fit them for their great charge,” ad 
give them grace to be faithful in "uy part of i. 
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Let us Pray. 


Bleſſed God, who haſt raiſed | duch 

weak veſſels to the dignity of being 

S paſtors of thy church, and halt given thema 
commiſſion to watch over thy „to feed 
it, and defend it from the — merci- 
fully aſſiſt them according to the difficulties 
of their charge; and may thy holy be” 
enable them to ſatisfy the obligations which 
thou haſt laid upon them, to the good of th 
flock, and the glory of thy holy name. 
T hrough our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, oy Son, 


Grant, O God, they may ſhew them. 


ſelves in all things as the miniſters of Chriſt. 
We beſeech thee, hear us. a 

That they may be the lights of he world 
and the ſalt of the earth. We racy thee, 
bear us. 

That they may live wha reprook, + 
all to edification, that their miniſtry be not 
blamed. We beſeech thee, hear us. | 

That they may be good ſhepherds, not 
leaving their ſheep to the wolves, but be 
ever ready to give their lives for their ſheep. 
We beſeech thee, hear us. 

That they may be an example to all be⸗ 
* ers, in word, in converſation, in charity 


in ſpirit, in faith, and * Wo beſeech 


thee, hear us. 
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That they may have an abhorrence of all 
covetouſneſs, and do nothing tor filthy gain, 
Me beſeech thee, bear ws. 

That they do nothing through ſtrife, and, 
avoid all fooliſh and unneceſſary, queſtions, 
which make ſtrife and divifions. We beſeech 
thee, hear us. 


That being liſted to Chriſt, they entangle 


Not theanſeives in the affairs of this lite. In 
beſeech thee, hear us. © 

-.—" Ta they ſeek not themſelves, but Jeſus 
Chriſt in all 1 — Me beſeech thee, hear us, 
That they be faithful in their charge, and 
betray not the church, either through weak- 
neſs, or for any worldly intereſt. Me befeech 
thee, hear us. 

That they may be zealous in reforming all 
corruptions and abuſes, and let no evils 


grow up by their connivance. We beſeech 
thee; hear us. 
That having cha them out of the 


world for fo ſacred a function, thou wouldeſt 
ify their hearts from 'the love of the 
world, from the love of pleafures, vanity, 
and from all ambition. We beſeech thee, hear 
106. 
That they may not live by a worldly ſpirit, 
but be holy in all things, as their function 
is holy. We beſeech thee, to bear 15. 
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Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, in 

n theſe our petitions, and ſhew mercy to 
= church, by aſſiſting thoſe paſtors whom 
thou haſt put over it. Let them have a par- 
ticular ſhare in thy providence, upon whoſe 
example and conduct depends ſo very much 
the good of the whole flock ; and ſuffer not 
them to be darkneſs, who by Chriſt's ap- 
pointment are to be the lights 91 the world. 

Grant, O God, as * ſucceed the Apoſt- 
les, and receive their power from them, ſo 
they may inherit their ſpirit. For what can 
they do in a function ſo divine, if the ſpirit 
that goyerns in them be only human? Live 
thou therefore, O God, in them, and he 
thou their guide, for thus only can they 1 
good guides to thy faithful. 

Grant, O God, that being 8 from 
among men, thaw lives may not be accord. 
ing to man. Thou haſt choſen them to be 
the ſalt of the earth, to deliver it from the 
unhappy effects of its own corruption: And 
how great muſt the judgment be, if loſing 
their ſavour, they join in thoſe very cor- 
ruptions, which they ought to remedy ? 
Deliver, O God, thy faithful from this un- 
happineſs, and let — this judgment be the 
puniſhment of their ſins. 

Grant, O God, thy law may be their 
rule; and give chem grace, rather to ſurren- 
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der their lives, than depart from it. May 
they be faithful in what they have undertaken, 


and be above all private ends in whatever 


they do. Let no human authority force 
them from their duty, neither let them com- 
pliment any civil magiſtrate with the rights 
of the church. Help them, O God, as thou 
knoweſt their wants: And being thy vicars, 
O jeſus, upon earth, may the daily influence 
of thy Grace attend them, and by this may 
they be qualified for feeding and watching 
over thy church, which thou haſt Þurchaled 
with thy blood. 


It being an exaſperated prince, that di tured 
3 the place of the Church, and was the occaſion 


of this ſacrilegious attenipt, in taking away ' the 
life of this Preiate ; let us pray for all chriſtian 
kings and princes, that God would be their 
director in all things, and make them the pro- 
Teftors F his church. 

Have nerey, O God, we beſeech thee, on 
al the princes of thy people. 

And may all thoſe, who believe in thy 
name, have a (nom part in ny! Proton 
jon. N 

Make them, as nurſing-fathers to thy 
church, and by their power may they defend 
its rights. 

May they ſtand by it againſt all the inva- 
ders of its liberties and truths; 
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And by their authority concur in the 
execution of all its laws. 

With the ſame power may they join in the 
ſuppreſſion of novelty and vice; . 

And be a terror upon all thoſe who any 
ways attempt to diſturb its peace. 

Thus, O God, may all who bear the 
ſword ſanctify it, it making it ſerviceable to 
juſtice, truth and virtue : - 

And like the good kings of Iſrael exphels 
a zeal in building, repairing, and pa. 
the temples of their God. 

But then, O God, let it be thy mercy-to 
them, never to abuſe this power to the pro- 
judice of thy church. 

And ſince they act by thy mien, 
let them not turn thy own yore: Our 
thyſelf. 

Let them not break in upon that be 
which Chriſt has given to the Pn of his 
flock. 

Nor endeavour to divide that power, 
which by thy ordinance is wholly veſted 
in others. Let them not tie up the hands 
of thy paſtors, nor render them incapable of 
performing the charge thou haſt given them. 
Let them not make void thy commiſhon, 

and thus expoſe thy truth and faith to the 
invaſion of every bold pretender. 
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And wherever thy chureh, O God, . 
under any "Pp reſſion, let it be the gloz 
princes, to reſtore it to the liberties o 10 
firſt inſtitution. _ 

- May it be their daily ſolicitude to evacuate 
all ſuch laws and cuſtoms, as are injurious 

to thy church. 

And not proſtitute its ſacred dignities to 
the ſervice of the ſtate: 

Nor make its revenues be a reward to 
thoſe, whoſe diſorderly lives are a ſcandal 
to their profeſſion ; "os 

Nor fill up, its vacancies, but only with 
ſuch, whoſe virtue and merits plead for their 
preferment. 

Save, O God, the rulers of thy people. 
R. And make them, like thy ſervant David, 
after thy own heart. 

Give them wiſdom from above, that they 
may diſcern juſtice and judgment. 


R. And may their power be the ſupport « of 


thy Holy Sv thin 
Make them zealous in the defence of thy 
church. 
R. And may they remove whatever is an 
oppreſſi on to it. 
Lord, hear my prayer. 
And let my cry come to thee. 


December 29. 
Let ws Pray. 


Oe. by whom kings reign, and 2 
rinces of the earth exerciſe their 


power; vouchſafe, I beſeech. thee, to direct 
and ſanctify all chriſtian princes, that t 
who by thy appointment are to govern others, - 
may be wholly governed by thee. |. 

Pour forth upon them, O God, the ſpirit 
of piety, the ſpirit of juſtice, and of zeal, 
that they may be the defenders of all thy 
ordinances, and thy church find in them its 
protection and peace. | 

Give them a true ſenſe, O God, to un- 
derſtand how acceptable a ſervice it is to thee, . 
to maintain that church, which was pur- 
chaſed by the blood of thy only Son. And 
may they underſtand too how great is the 
ſin of oppoſing it, and that it cannot be a 
chriſtian's part to ſet up the power of the 
ſtate, againſt that power which Chriſt has 
left in his church. 

To thee, O God, we recommend this 
great affair; for ſince it is by thy power that 
princes act, we moſt earneſtly beſeech thee, 
ſo to regulate this power in them by thy Holy 
Grace, that it may never be abuſed to the 
prejudice of thy church. 

Abide therefore, O bleſſed Lord, with all 
that bear the ſword, that they may fo govern 
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thy people, and protect thy church, as at 
their deaths to change their temporal crowns* 
for others that are eternal, and reign 'with 


thee for ever in thy kingdom of glory. 


Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 

\ The Martyr of this day having been Arch- 
b iſhop of Canterbury, we ought on this feſtival 
to offer up our prayers to God in behalf of our 
country, that he would be its protector, and 
vi it it with his ny Hang.. | 


Let us Pray. 


> GOD, by whoſe mercy the world fub- 
ſiſts, and to whoſe power every nation 

of the earth is ſubject; have mercy on this 
nation, we beſeech thee, . and according to 
its neceſſities, which are all known to thee, 
ſo pour forth thy bleſſings upon it, that by 
the help of thy own gifts, it may in all Wnge 
be well-pleaſing in thy ſight. | 
Remove all thy ſcourges from it, we be- 
ſeech thee, and let thy grace be the remedy 


of all its diſorders; and now mereifully hear 
our prayers, while We call upon thee for its 


deliverance from all that is ſinful. 
Have mercy, O God, upon this nation. 
R. And be thou its powefful deliuerer. 
From atheiſm and prophaneneſs. R. De- 
Aver tots nation, O Lord. N 
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From all irreligion and the contempt of 


0 Lord. 


From all ee he) the abuſe-of 


thy holy word. R. Deliver this nation, 0 
Lard. 


this nation, O Lord. 


From gluttony and ee R. De- 
hoer this nation, O Lord. 


From the prophanation of thy holy —.— 
in curing and ſwearing. R. Deliver this 


nation, O Lord. 


From.all kind of prodigality and ſenſuality. 0 


R. Deliver this natian, O Lord. 


From oppreſſion, frauds, and all kinds of 


injuſtice. Deliver. this nation, O Lord. 
From the - ſpirit. of faction, of malice, 


hatred, and of all kind of uncharitableneſs.. 
R. 3 this nation, O Lard. 


nation, O Lord. 
O God, thou haſt been a Father to this 


nation, and repleniſhed it with many bleſſings. 


EK. Forſake it not now, we beſcech thee, and 
ve it not up to a reprobate ſenſe. 


Bleſs this people, O Lord, and be thou 
their inheritance. 


R. Aud N 10 and make us 4 my : 


ual ion. 


thy 1; acred my ſteries. MN... A this ene 


1 


From all eee and {chiſms. Deliver 


From all vice and error. R. Dalits this | 


[ 
| 
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Give to all its inhabitants, O Lord, the 
| ſpirit of the goſpel. R. Amen. 

Give them a zeal for unity, peace, and 
truth.” Amen. 

Grant they may all ſeek the things that 
are above, .and walk by the ne of Chriſt. 
R. Amen. | 

Grant that all who are in error may by 
thy heavenly Laght be led into thy truth. R. 


FEY 


Amen. * 
Grant that all ſinners may be truly con- ar 
verted, and forſaking their evil ways return th 
to hoe their God. R. Amen. wi 
Grant that all ſcandals may be removed. £ ju 
R. Amen. a An 


Grant that the paſtors may become the © we 
light of the world. R. Amen. 

Grant that all magiſtrates may adminiſter 
Juſtice. R. Amen. 

Grant that all of the beſt ranks may eſteem 

virtue their greateſt honour, and be aſhamed 
of vice. R. Amen. 
Grant that all youth may be reclaimed 
from their evil ways, and conſecrate their 
firſt-fruits in the ſervice of piety and religi- 
on. R. Amen. 

Grant that all obſtinacy and blindneſs 
may be removed, and that all may be re- 
formed according to thy bleſſed will, O 
God. R. Amen. 

Hear 


December 29. 


Hear us, O Lord, calling upon thee, - | 


R. Andthrough the infinite merits o 15 ny 
Son, grant our petition. 
Lord, hear my prayer. 


Gan let my oy come to thee. 


Let us 8 


8 


LMIGHTY and Exerlaſting God, who 


them to be over-run with infidelity : Grant, 
we beſeech thee, that the rigour of theſe thy 


judgments may ſtrike us with a timely fear, ; 


and that in earneſt forſaking our evil walls 


we may find mercy with thee. 


Hear us, O God, now imploring thy 
goodneſs on behalf of this our nation, and 
on this day of thy holy martyr ſhew this 
mercy to it, as to touch the hearts of all ſin- 
ners, who have forſaken thy law; give them 
a true ſenſe of their unhappy ſtate, and by thy 
holy grace preſs them on to a ſincere repen- 
tance, that returning to thee with all their 


hearts, they may turn away all thoſe judg- 


ments ſo juſtly provoked againſt us. 
O God, how long wilt thou be an 


with this non? How long will thy indig- 


nation be moved againſt it ! Remember, we 


beſeech thee, thy ancient mes cles, and ior 
Vol. XIII. J. 


haſt forſaken many chriſtian nations, 
and in puniſhment of their fins, ſuffered 
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the ſake of ſo many thy holy ſervants, who 
here have been faithful to thee, ſhew now 
compaſſion to us, and let thy former mercies 
be again renewed, and let not thy anger 
endure for ever. 

For this end, we beſeech thee, open the 
eyes of all that are in the darkneſs of error; 
reclaim all ſinners from their wickedneſs, 
ſpur on the flothful, warm the tepid, and 
may all be ſo renewed in the ſpirit of their 
mind, that becoming new creatures, they 
may walk worthy of their vocation, and be 
found worthy of that inheritance which thou 
haſt promiſed to __ that faithfully ſerve 
thee. 

Give ear to us, 0 God, here aflembled 
before thee, humbly proſtrate in the confeſ- 
ſion of our unworthineſs, and wholly confi- 
ding in thy goodneſs and mercy. Hear 


likewiſe, O God all thoſe thy glorious ſaints, 


who having received their being, and faith- 
fully ſerved thee in this our iſle, are now 


f glorious with thee in heaven: Hear them 


praying for their country, and let their inter- 
ceſhon prevail, through the merits of thy 
only Son, through whom alone all prayers, 
whether in earth or heaven, can find accep- 
tance with thee. | 

O God, for whoſe church the glorious 
prelate Thomas fell by the hands of wicked 
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men: Grant, we beſeech thee, that all, 
who defire his aſſiſtance, may find comfort 
in the grant of their petitions. Through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


SUNDAY within the OcTAave of CHRISTMAS. 


HIS Sunday belonging to the great ſolemnity 

of our Lord's Nativity, we ought on this 
day to renew. the memory of this great mercy 
of God to man, in ſending his only Son into the 
world for our redemption. Let us therefore 
now bow down, in acknowledgment of this 
myRery ; let us praiſe and adore the goodneſs of 
God, who was thus merciful to us; let us pay 
the bejl homage of thanks we are able; and 
now in the ſong of the three children call in all 
creatures to join with us in the glory we give 10 
God. 

All ye works of our Lord, bleſs our Lord: 
Praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

O you Angels of our Lord, bleſs our 
Lord: O ye heavens, bleſs our Lord. 

All you waters, that are above the firma- 
ment, bleſs our Lord : All you powers of 
our Lord, bleſs our Lord. 

Sun and moon, bleſs our Lord : Stars of 
l heaven, bleſs our Lord. 


E ij 
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100 Sunday within the 


Showers and dew, bleſs our Lord All 
vou ſpirits of God, bleſs our Lord. 


Fire and heat, bleſs: our Lord: Cold and 
ſummer, bleſs our Lord. 

Dews and hoary froſt, bleſs our Lord: 
froſt and cold, bleſs our Lord. | 

Ice and ſnow, bleſs our Lord; nights and 
days, bleſs our Lord. 

Light and darkneſs, bleſs our Lord : 


Lightning and clouds, bleſs our Lord. 


Let the earth bleſs our Lord: Let it praiſe 
and magnify him for ever. 

Mountains and hills, bleſs our Lord: All 
things that ſpring in the earth, bleſs ye our 
Lord. 

Bleſs our Lord, you fountains : Seas and 
rivers, bleſs ye our Lord. 

Whales, and all that move in the waters, 
bleſs ye our Lord: All you fowls of the air, 
bleſs our Lord. 

Bleſs our Lord, all beaſts and cattle : 
ſons of men, bleſs our Lord. 

Let Jrael bleſs our Lord: Let it praiſe 
and magnify him for ever. 

O you'prieſts of our Lord, bleſs our Lord: 
fervants of our Lord, bleſs you our Lord. 

O you ſpirits and fouls of the juſt, dlels 
our Lord: You holy and humble of heart, 


dleſs our Lord. 


Octave of Chriſtmas, 101 


Ananias, Azarias, Miſael, bleſs you our 
Lord; Praiſe and magnify him for ever. 

Let us bleſs the Father and the Son, with 
the Holy Ghoſt : Let us praiſe and magnify 
him for ever. 

Bleſſed art thou, 0 Lord, in the une, | 
ment of heaven : And praiſed, and porn, 
and magnified for ever. 

Bleſſed be the Lord (tot os 8 


D. 147} 


R. %% has vi ſited and redeemed his people. | | 


; 
{ 
{ 
' 
[ 
| 


Fad Us Prog 


RANT, O merciful Father, that we 
| who come here to acknowledge the in- 
imite mercy. of our redemption, may praiſe 
thee, not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
| ſo as now to live not to ourſelves, but to him 
by whoſe blood we are purchaſed : Who with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt lives and reigns, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 
Being informed in this day's goſpel, that, 
according to Simeon's pulls + Chriſt, who 
came for the ſalvation of the world, ſhall be for 
I: W the fall and riſe of many ; not only for the re- 
_ I /urreftion, but the ruin of great numbers; let 
no pray to Almighty God, that we may make 
%a good uſe of his mercies, and in the Author of 
Life find life, and not death. 


I. ij 


| 4 
102 Sunday within the 


Behold, O God, we confeſs before thee 
this day the truth of this Goſpel, that Chriſt 
1s the Saviour of the world ; that he has 
wrought a plentiful redemption, fo that all 
through him may have hfe, and more abun- 
dantly have it: And yet ſuch is the condi- 
tion of what he has done, that none ſhall 
effectually partake of this life, but only thoſe 
who having put of the old man, put on the 
new, becoming a new creature in Jeſus 
Chrift : Whilſt others who live according 
to the fleſh, ſhall of the flefh reap corruption, 
and who are conformed to the world, ſhall 
periſh with the world, and have a more ter- 
rible judgment for the negle& of thoſe 
means, which Chrilt has offered for their ſal- 
vation. 3 1 

This, O God, we confeſs before thee, 
and therefore moſt humbly beſeech thee, we 
may be of the number of thoſe, to whom 
Chriſt will be a reſurrection and life. For 
this end we now make it our petition to thee, 
that through thy grace we may be faithful 
in performing the conditions on our part, 
and not forfeit that mercy, which he has 
purchaſed for us at fo dear a rate. 

Grant therefore, O God, that renouncing 
all worldly defires, we may live ſoberly, 
piouſly, and juſtly... R. Hear us, O Gad, 
and mereifully grant our petition. : 


Octave of Chriſtmas. 10 3 


Grant that like good trees, we may bring 
forth good fruit. R. Hear us, 0 God, and 
mercifully grant our petition. 

Grant we may be dead to fin, but * to 


thee,” through Jeſus Chrilt. R. Hear vs, 


O Got, and mercifully grant our petition. . 


Grant that our old man may be crucified, ; 


that the body of ſin may be deſtroyed, and 
henceforth we ſerve fin no more. R. Hear 
us, O God, and mercifully grant our petition. | 

Grant we may in all things prove what is 
the good, acceptable, and perfect will of 
God. R. Hear us, O God, and mercifully 
grant our petition. 

Grant that the life of Jeſus may be made 
manifeſt in us. R. Hear us, O God, and 
mercifuliy grant our petition. 

Grant we may not henceforth live unto 
ourſelves, but unto him who died for us, 
and roſe again. R. Hear us, © God, and 
mercifully grant our petition. 

Grant we may 1n all things be the true 
Diſciples of Jeſus. R. Hear us, O God, and 
mercifully grant our petition. 

Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, and 
mercifully grant theſe our petitions. 

R. That obſerving the law of Chriſt, ave 
be partakers of the redemption he 24s wrought 
for us. 


E iv 
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How unhappy are thoſe chriſtians, The 
beheving in Chriſt, make no benefit of all 
his mercies ! 

R. And thrice unhappy they, who in the 
abuſe of theſe Mercies, ſhall find their condemna- 
tion. 

O Jeins, have mercy on us; we beſeech 
thee, through thy bleſſed incarnation, let 
not this be our judgment. 

R. Be thou our life ; live thou in us, that 
through thee we may obtain life everlaſting. 

Lord, hear my prayer. 

: And let my cry come to thee. 


Let us Pray. 
8 us, O God, we beſeech thee, 


againſt our own wickedneſs and weak- 
neis, and mercifully prevent their deſtructive 
effects in our ſouls, that having the faith of 
a Redeemer, we may not make void in us 
this infinite mercy by our ſins. 
+ To thee, O Jeſus, we appeal for obtaining 
what we aſk, moſt humbly imploring thy 
grace, that the liv ely ſenſe of thy mercy to 
us may ever keep us in a due obedience to 
thy law, that confeſſing thee to be our 
Saviour, we may ſeek falvation through thee. 
Hear us, O Bleſſed Redeemer ; and fince 
we are of thy fold, ſuffer us not to periſh, 


al 
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who have been redeemed by thy precious 


blood. Thou haſt purchated life for us; 
live therefore in us and be to us a Jeſus, 
both now and for ever. Amen. 

Being likewiſe informed in this day's Goſpel, 
that Chriſt coming for the ſalvation of man ſhall 
be as a mark, which ſhall be contradicted, /et 


us confeſs this to be à great iniquity in man, and. 


moſt humbly beg ve may have no part in it. 
We confeſs it, O God, an argument of 
thy infinite. love to man, to ſend thy only 
Son for our redemption. 
Infinite love it was, for God to be 


humbled, and ſuffer as a ſinner, that we 


ſinners might be raiſed to ee 

Such love, as ought to oblige us to love 
thee with all our hearts. 

Such love, as ought to oblige. us to love 
our ſeſus with all our ſouls. : 

Such love as ought to oblige us to forſake 
ourſelves. and all creatures for his ſervice. 

Such love, as ought to oblige us to ſuffer 
all extremities rather than be faithleſs to him. 

Such love, as ſhould engage us in all 
things to do his will. 


Such love, as ſhould engage us never to 


offend him. 
This, O bleſſed Lord, we all here 5 


ledge, This, O Father of Mercy, we all 
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106 Sunday within tie 


_ confeſs here before thee to be our ſtricteſt 


duty, ſuch as we are obliged to by all the 


ties of juſtice, of gratitude, of honour, and 


of our own intereſt, to love our -Jeſus, to 
ſerve him, and to ſuffer all troubles of this 
life rather than fin againft him. 

R. This, O God, we all acknowledge : This 


| wwe all confeſs to be our firidteſt duty 


What then muſt it be, for I to 


| ſtand againſt Jeſus, and contradi& him ? 


R. Z his wwe confeſs to be a great impiety. 

What muſt it be, for chrifli ians to forſake 
his law, and for the ſake of trifles to offend 
againſt him? | 


R. This we confeſs to be the fin of perfidi- 


 ouſneſs. 


What muſt it be, for chriſtians to join 
with the world, with the fleſh, ſelf- love and 
the devil, and ſet up an intereſt quite con- 
trary to him ? 

R. This awe confeſs to be a baſe ingratituds and 
treachery. 

In this manucer we make our profeſſion in 
thy preſence, O God; and fince we ac- 
knowledge it ſo ver criminal, and even 
unworthy of the chriſtian name, to ſtand in 


the mark of our contradiction, after ſuch 


ſgnal demonſtrations of his love to us, we 


* 


oppoſition againſt Chriſt, or to make him 


Octate of Chrifimas. toy 


(ho are here aſſembled) moſt humbly 
implore thy grace, that we "oY never 
incur this guilt. 1% 294 

We beloech \ thee at. all Amen, to ſtand dy 
us, and fo, direct us by thy heavenly light, 
that having choſen Chriſt for our -Lawgiver 
and Maſter, we may be faithful in what we 
have undertaken, and _ bis doctrine the 
rule of our lives. 

R. Hear us, O God, we  beſeech thasl and 
in thy mercy grant this our petition. — 

We beſeech thee likewiſe, O God, that 
whenever our. corruption puſhes us on to 
tranſgreſs thy law, or to walk in ſuch 
as are diſpleaſing to thee, we may reſolute 
ſtand againſt all ſuch inclinations, and = 
faithful in following the Goſpel of Jelus 
_ Chriſt. 

R. Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, and 
in thy mercy grant this our petition. 


We beſeech thee likewiſe, O God, a 


with the ſame conſtancy, we may and 
againſt all the ſinful charms of Hef and 
blood, againſt all the flatteries and terrors of 
the world, againſt all the temptations of the 
devil, of 1 and our own evil cuſtoms, 
and in the midſt of all theſe be faithful ber- 
vants of Jeſus Chriſt. 

R. Hear us, O God, we py thee, mat 
in thy mercy grant this our petition. 
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We beſeech thee likewiſe, O God, that 
believing Chriſt to be our Redeemer, we 
may do every thing agreeable to that love 
which he has ſhewed us, and which in 
juſtice is due from us to him. 

R. Hear us, O God, we beſeech. thee, and 
in thy mercy grant this our petition. 

"Lord, hear my prayer. 

And let my cry come to thee. 


Let us Pray. 


GOD, who haſt ſhewn an infinite love 

to ſinful man, in providing him fo 
plentiful a redemption, perfect, we beſeech 
thee, this mercy to us, and by thy grace 
deiend us from the blindneſs of ſtanding 
againſt him, who comes not only to ſeek us, 
but even to purchaſe our pence with the 


price of his own life. 


Strengthen us therefore, we beſcech thee, 
under all our weakneſſes, and help us to 
defeat all the deſigns of our enemy, that 
amidſt all temptations we may abide faithful 
to him, to whom we were conſecrated in 
our baptiſm. 

Almighty and everlaſting God, direct our 
actions according to thy good pleaſure, that 


in the name of thy beloved Son, we may 
abound in good works; who lives and reigns 


with thee in the unity of the Holy Cho: 


£0. we 
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Luke xii. 35, 40. 


WE are now on the feſtival of St. Sylveſter, 

Biſhop of Rome, in the time of Conſtan- 
tine, the Great ; and it being in his time that 
peace was firſt granted to the church, after a 
perſecution of three hundred years, even from 
the time of the Apoſtles, let us now offer up our 
prayers to God, and humbly beſeech him to give 
peace to his church now in our days throughout 
the world, that perſecution may ceaſe in all 
places, and that no civil power may take from 
us the liberty of ſerving God. 


| 


Let us Pray. 


Annen and everlaſting God, who 
art the Father of mercies, and Auchie- 
of all bleflings ; to thee we render thanks for 
thy mercy to the church in thoſe primitive 
times, in favouring it with the protection 
of the temporal power, and giving to 
chriſtians the liberty of thy public ſervice 
throughout the world. For this thy mercy, 


in which we, as well as all paſt ages, have a 
part, 


110 Sr. Sylveſter, Dec. 31. 


We now here moſt humbly bow down 
before thee, and give thee thanks. 
R. We praiſe and glorify thy name. 


Wee defire all creatures to bleſs thee. 


R. We defire the bleſſed in Heaven to give 
thee praiſe, and benediction and glory for 
ever. 

Bleſſed art thou, O Lord, the God of 
our fathers; and worthy of praiſe and glory 
for ever. 

And bleſſed is the name of thy glory, 
which is holy; and worthy of praiſe and 
glory for ever. 

Bleſſed art thou in the holy temple of 
thy glory; and worthy of praiſe and glory 
for ever. 

Bleſſed art thou upon the facred throne 
of thy kingdom; and worthy of praiſe and 
glory for ever. 

Bleſſed art thou on the ſceptre of thy 
divinity ;- and worthy of praiſe and glory for 
ever. 

HBleſſed art thou, who ſitteſt on the 
Cherubins beholding the depths; and wor- 
thy of praiſe and glory for ever. 

Bleſſed art thou who walkeſt upon the 
wings of the wind, and on the waves of 
the ſea; and worthy of praiſe and glory tor 
ever.. 


St. Sylveſter, Dec. 3. 11 


Let all thy Angels and Saints bleſs thee; 
and may they praiſe and glorify thee for 
ever. 

Let the Heavens bleſs thee, the earth and 
ſea, and all that is in them; and let them 
praiſe and glorify thee for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghoſt; and to him worthy 
of praiſe and glory for ever. 

As it was in the beginning, both now 
and ever, world without end. Amen. And 
to him, worthy of praiſe and glory for ever. 

Bleſſed art thou, O Lord, God of our 


fathers; and worthy of praiſe and glory 


for ever. 
Lord, hear my prayer. 
And let my cry come to thee. 


Let us Pray. 


O thee, O eternal Father, we render 
thanks for this mercy, in reſtoring 
peace to thy church; and we humbly 
beſeech thee, that the fruit of this bleſſing 
may be the increaſe of thy« glory, in the 
holy lives of all thoſe who partake of this 
peace, and by it have the benefit of knowing 
and ſerving thee. Through our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, thy Son, who lives and reigns with 
thee. 
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112 St. Sylveſter, Dec. 31. 


But ſince all chriſtians have not an equal 
ſhare in this bleſſing, we now implore thy 


mercy in behalf of thoſe nations, where thy 
church is at this day. under any degree of 


oppreſſion or perſecution ; beſeeching thee 


to have compaſſion on them, and to incline 


them to ſhew favour to thy truths, and to 
the profeſſors of them. 

O God, have mercy on thy church, in 
whatever nation of the earth it is planted. 
R. We. beſeech thee, O God, have Mercy on 


a. 
0 God, deliver thy church from all per- 


ſecution, oppreſſion, and reſtraint, R. We 
beſeech thee, O God, deliver it. 
O. God, deliver thy church from all 


laws and penalties, which are not the puniſh- 
ment of ſin, but for the ſuppreſſion of thy 
worſhip and truth. R. We beſcech thee, C 


God, deliver it. 


O God, incline all chriſtian magiſtrates 
to ſuch a love of juſtice, that while they 


are ſevere againſt vice, they may ſhew favour 


to what deſerves it. R. We Perch thee, 0 


God, incline them to it. 


O God, ſhew this mercy, to thy church, 
that 1ts members may not ſuffer as the 
abettors of ſuch evil principles and practices, 
as they deteſt from their hearts. R. He 


St. Sylveſter, Dec. 31. 113 
beſeech thee, O God, ſhew this mercy to thy 


church. 
O God, have compaſſion on us, remove 
thy judgments from us, and be not an 
with us for ever. R. We beſeech thee, O 
God, have compaſſion on us, remove thy 
judgment, and be not angry with us for ever. 
O God, give us grace to reform our 
lives, that thy goodneſs being inclined to 
our relief, we may be delivered from all 
tears, and ſerve thee in holineſs and juſtice 
all our days. R. We beſeech thee, O God, 


grant us this grace. 

O God, we beſeech thee, that while we 
are under the ſcourge of thy judgments, 
we may live like true penitents, humbled 
under the ſenſe of our offences, and the 
weight of thy hand. R. We beſeech thee, 2 
God, grant us this grace. 

O God, grant us thy grace, that while 
we ſuffer for our iniquities, we may - not 
live on like reprobates, hardened in ſin, and 
by new  extravagancies increaſe thy anger 
againſt us. R. We beſeech thee, O God, | 


grant us this grace. 

Look down, O God, we beſeech thee, 
upon an afflicted people, and grant us, if 
it be thy bleſſed will, the mercy of peace. 
We can pretend to no favours, ſince our 
unreformed lives plead againſt us: But, O 
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114 8. Sylveſter, Dec. 31. 


God, ſince our hope is in thee, let us find 
help from thee: Thy goodneſs will be more 
adorable in the relief of thoſe, who are 
unworthy of what they aſk. | 


Deſpiſe not, we. beſeech thee, the cries 


of ſinners : Behold we confeſs our iniqui- 
ties before thee, and acknowledge theſe to 
have been ſo provoking in us, while under 
the execution of thy juſtice, that we muſt 
own it thy mercy, that there is any branch 
left which is not cut off. For this mercy, 
O God, we bleſs thy name ; and from this 
have we encouragement to make our peti- 
tions to thee. Hear us therefore, we beſeech 
thee; and ſince we aſk for nothing but what 
is for the glory of thy name, let not our 
unworthineſs be an exception againſt us; 
grant for thy own fake what ought to be 
demied for ours. Grant us peace, that thy 
name may be glorifyed, though we deſerve 
It not. 

At leaſt, O God, though our ſins are 
great, yet ſo far have compaſſion on us, as 
not to take from us the little opportunities 
we have of ſerving thee. This we may 
juitly fear, if we conſider the rigour of thy 
judgment, and the greatneſs of our iniqui- 


ties: But have compaſſion, O Father of 


Mercy, and ſpare the remnant that 1s yet 
left. | EY 1 


St. Sylveſter, Dee. 31. 115 


For this end hear us now, we beſeech 
thee, and ſince we appeal to the bowels of 
thy moſt tender mercies, favourably incline 
to us, and grant what we aſk. 

Grant, O God, that we may make a 
good uſe of whatever conveniences we 
have of ſerving thee. R. We 1 thee, 
hear us. 

That in any ſolemn worſhip all may be- 
have themſelves both paſtors and people, 
with that true piety and- ſolid devotion, as 
becomes thy Infinite Majeſty. R. We beſeech 
thee, hear us. 

That in all public aſſemblies thy faithful 
may be afraid of provoking thee by any 
kind of indecency or irreverence. R. We 
beſeech thee, hear us. 

That thy faithful may amend all their evil 
ways, and no more join in thoſe extrava- 
gances that are ſo diſpleaſing to thee. R. 
We beſeech- thee, hear us. 

That . confidering the weight of thy 
ſcourge, they may fear thy wrath, and in 
the ſpirit of true penance, take ſuch me- 
thods as may be moſt effectual ſor movin 
thee to compaſſion. R. We beſeech thee, 
8 

Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee and 
let thy heavenly grace put a ſtop to all thoſe 
evils by which wy anger has been raiſed 
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116 St. Syloefter, Dec. 31. 


againſt us. Suffer us no longer to provoke 


thy diſpleaſure, who ſo much ſtand in need 


of thy mercy: Be a God to us, be a- Father 
to us, and having pardoned our paſt fins, pre- 
ſerve us from all return of our iniquities; 
that being truly converted, we may have 
thee our protector, and find the effects of 
thy mercies in the increaſe of thy bleſlings. 


„ren, O Lord, or we periſh. 


"This being the laſt day of the wear, it is 
moſt © juſt aud ' rea er ſhould give 
thanks to Almighty God for "al 15 bleſſings 
of this year, whether ſpiritual, or temporal, 
which the divine bounty has beſtowed upon us. 
Before thee therefore, O Almighty God, 
we bow down, and here with all the fin- 
cerity of our hearts, acknowledge all the 
bleſſings we have received to have been the 
effect of thy goodneſs. To thee by the 
praiſe of all; may all redound to thy glory ; 
and graciouſiy accept the homage of thankſ- 
giving we now pay to thee. 

For all thy preſervations this year, both 
of ſoul and body. R. Praiſe and thankſ- 
giving be to thee, O God. 

For the merciful deliverance from all 
dangers, to which we have been expoſed. 


E Praiſe ag thankſe ivi ing be to thee, C 
ad. 


St. Sytoefter „Dec. 31. 117 


For all the effects of thy providence; in 
bountifully ſupplying us with all neceſſaries. 


R. Praiſe and thankſgiving be to thee, O 
God. 


For all the helps, comforts, and aſſiſtance, 
with which thou haſt mercifully provided 
us this year, under all our troubles, wants, 
and neceſſities. R. Praiſe and thankſgiving 
be to thee, O God. | 

For all the trials of pain, ſickneſs, loſſes, 
or other afflictions, with which thou haſt 
been pleaſed to viſit us. R. Praiſe and 
thankſgiving be io thee, O God. | 

For all the interior lights, graces, and 
comforts, with which thou halt been pleaſed 
to revive, enlighten, or refreſh our ſouls, 
R. Praiſe and thankſgiving be to thee, O Gods 

For, mercifully preſerving us from many 
ſins, into which others have unhappily 
fallen. R. Praiſe and thankſgiving be to 
thog, O God. | 

For not ſnatching us out of this world in 
the midſt of our "ans, but giving us ſtill 
time to repent. R. Praiſe and thankſgiving 
be to thee, O God. 

For all other graces and bleſſings unknown 
to us, which we have received from thy. 


tatherly hand. R. Praiſe and thankſgiving be 
to thee, O God. 


118 St. Sylveſter, Dec. 31. 
Accept this our homage of thankſgiving, 
O Lord, we beſeech thee, and mercifully 
grant that whatever bleſſings we have receiv- 
ed from thee, may be all improved to the 
glory of the giver. 

May the grateful memory of thy infinite 
favours ſo poſſeſs our hearts with a lively 
ſenſe of our duty, that we may fincerely 
love thee, and faithfully ſerve thee, and be 
| confounded at the thought of whatever can 


be diſpleaſing to thee. 


Grant we may no more abuſe thy bleſ-' 


ſings to the increaſe of our fin, but that 
- ſeriouſly conſidering the end for which they 
were given, we may turn them all that way, 
and thus be always prepared for that day, 
when thou ſhalt call us to give an account of 
what we have received. Grant this, O 
merciful God, that ſo the ill uſe of thy fa- 
vours may not be our condemnation. 

' This day being the concluſion of the year, wt 
ought not to depart from our prayers till <e 
have humbled ourſelves in the fight of God, and 
begged pardon for all the fins of this whole year. 

O God, who in thy mercy haſt ſpared 
our lives this year, and in this addition of 
our days given us time to repent ; Grant we 
may have a true ſenſe of. this mercy, and by 
2 true repentance now make our peace with 
thee. 


St. Sylveſter, Dec. 31. 119 


For this end, behold, O God, we at this 
moment lay all our iniquities before thee; 
we acknowledge our great unworthineſs in 
them; in our diſobedience to thee our lov- 
ing Father; in our ingratitude to thee our 
merciful benefactor; in our vile contempt of 
thy law, and rebellion againſt thee, our 
Sovereign Lord and our God. 

This, O God, we cannot now reflect on 
without ſhame and confuſion to our own 
ſouls; and it is in this confuſion we now _ 
ſend up our ſighs before thee, imploring thy 
mercy to have compaſſion on us, and to for- 
give us all our iniquities. We are unworth 
of what we aſk, and deſerve, with the ſevereſt 
of thy judgment to be caſt from before thy 
face: But, O God, deal not with us ac- 
cording to thy juſtice, but according to the 
multitude of thy tender mercies. wt 

Remember the promiſes thou haſt made 
to repenting ſinners, and forget not th 
holy covenant. Look upon the face of thy 
Chriſt, and through the merits of his ſacred 
paſſion, let thy bowels be moved upon us. 
We are thy creatures, and though we have 
unworthily departed from thee, yet behold 
now we return, and moſt humbly beſeech 
thee to receive us again into thy favour. 
Hear our prayers, O Father of Mercy, and 
practouſly vouchſafe to grant our petition; 


120 The: Circumciſion of cur Bord, 


et this day be a day of comfort to us, and 
may our contrition be fo ſincere as to find 
merey with thee, and Gbtain pardon of all 
our fins. Grant this, O God, and "Now 

ſhew thyſelf a loving Father to us. Ame 
Grant we beſeech thee, Almighty God, 
chat this Holy, Feſtival of Bleſſed $ plvefter, 
Confeſſor and Biſhop, may be to us * in- ea 
ereaſe of devotion; and a help to ſalvation. I. 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. ta 
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De Circumciſian of our Lord, &c. 121 

thee thanks ſor the of this day, in 
thyſelf to this law: of fin; * to 
ive proof of thy being of the ſeed of Abre- 

n, and putting an end to this ceremony, 
to eſtabliſh a much better circumciſion, 

which is that of the heart. 

Thanks be to thee, O Jeſus,, who thus 
early beginneſt to become our ſacrifiee: 
Thou art no ſooner born but thou under- 
takeſt to ſuffer, and in this teacheſt us what 
our life ought to be. Give us, we beſeech 
thee, a docile heart, that we may learn the 
ſpiritual circumciſion, and on this firſt day 
of the new year begin to put on the new 
man, which is created according to God. 
| We confeſs, O Lord, the leſſon to be 
hard to us, where ſo much of corruption and 
ſelf. love prevails. Theſe ſtrongly incline 
us to ſeek ourſelves in every thing that 
pleaſes; but now, O Bleſſed Redeemer, 
upon hy example and inſtruction, we 
beſeech thee to give us that ſolid faith, and 
inward ſtrength of mind, as to overcome 
ourſelves, and follow on in the way where 
thou leadeſt, even the way of circumciſion, 
which arms the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and 
cuts off whatever inclinations or defires ae 
not agreeable to thy ſpirit. | 

This we aſk of thee, becauſe it- is this W ' 


:Micacheſt, and we know it now to be con- 
Vol. XII. F 


122 De — our Lord, 


trary both to thy doctrine and life; and ts 
to the life of all thy Saints; to follow nature; 
and to ſeek the Refund, ſatisfactions And 
eaſe of this world, 

Grant therefore, O Divine Guide, we 
may, on this day, with ſeriouſneſs examine 
all our ways, and reſolving to live by thy 
ſpirit, and not our own, begin to cut off all 
the exceſſes to which our own f pirit leads us. 
_ Grant we may carefully cut off all ſinful 
and dangerous ſatisfactions, whatever they 
be, whether great or little. R. Hear us, 
O Bleed Redzemer, and nds Aa TOR. this 
our petition. | + 

Grant that in things Jawfol we PR erer 


ſtand upon our guard, and even here Palle 


ſome ſelf-denials; eſpecially where we ob- 
ſerve our ſatisfackion incline to exceſs. R. 
Hear us, O Bleſſed e and merci if ul 
grant this our petitios. 

Grant that in all thoſe actions of life Hh 
being agreeable” to nature are attended with 
delight, we may raiſe our hearts above nature, 
and not perform them | becauſe, they are 
pleaſing to us, but becauſe they are accord- 
ing to thy holy will. R. Hear us, 0 
Blessed Redeemer, and merci Null a this our 
Petition. 

Hear us, O merciful Lord; 20d may 
the grant of theſe our requeſts be the fruit of 
this feſtival. With this new L ms for - the 
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begin the new year, and preſerve it in our 
hearts for the rule of out lives; and as often 
as. we and difficulty in the practice of it, let 
us then remenber that the way of ſalvation is 

a way of difficulty, even a narrow way 3 
and at ſince thou, O Jeſus, didſt not. be- 
come à ſaviour to us, but at the price of thy 
blood, we cannot think of following thee at 
our eaſe, or of being ſaved wichst ſome 
trouble. Grant us this petition, 0 moſt 
gracious Saviour of mankind, and according 
to the greatneſs of thy mercy ſo now vouch⸗ 
ſafe to hear our prayer, and teach us to Hre 
according to thy ſpirit. 18 

It being on "this day , the cirqumeifion, he 
name of Jeſus was given to our newborn 
Saviour ; let us bow down and ator? him under 
this name and addreſs our Petitions to, bin. 

Before thee, O Jeſus, We bow down and 
confels the greatneſs, and glory, and mercy 
of this name; a name in which all ate to 
be bleſſed; a name in Which all are to be 
ſaved; a name which ought to be Aorified 
by alt thy. creatures, but above all, by tk thoſe 
who have been redeemed by thee, ,* 

O Jefus; bleſſed for eren "ay the 
* * adore thee. * 

R. May Ihe Sera 1 praiſe thee.” 12 

May the angels b eſs thee. 1 Brnp 


124 The, Circumcifion of our Lord, 
R. May all the Choirs: and B its 
of heaven magnify thy holy name. _ hy 
May the prieſts of our Lord glorify thee. 
is May E the kings of the earth. bow down 
ore thee. 
2 May all pious fouls acknowledge thy 
a a0 glory. 
May all men and women, old and young, 
rich and . ing praiſes to thee. 
May the ſun, moon and ſtars, confeſs thy 
oOWer. 
R. May all things creatures pay thee homage, 
* the infernal ſpirits — at thy name. 
Thus, O Jeſus, we deſire that at thy. name 
Every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, 
of ' things in earth, and of things that are 
under the earth. Thou art the Lord of all, 
and it is juſt thy power and thy merc ſhould 
be acknowledged by all.. But chiefly this is 
to be confeſſed by us ſinners for whoſe ſake 


thou haſt humbled thyſelf in becoming man, 


and taking upon thee. this name for our ſal- 
vation. erefore humbling ourſelves be- 
fore thee, we beſeech thee ſo to poſſeſs us 
with thy holy grace, that our whole lives 
may be ſubject to thee; and that, with all the 
faculties of our ſouls and bodies, we may 
confeſs thee to be our Lord; our Reaper 
and our r r and for ever. | 
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May bur underſtandings adore thee, in 
receiving what thou teacheſt, and peaceably 
bearing whatever darkneſs is the puniſhment 
of this our mortal and ſinful ſtate. Amen. 

May our wills adore thee, in readily ſub- 
mitting to thy law, and cheerfully . 
themſelves in all inclinations that are not 
ap] proved" by thee: R. Amen. 

ay all our affections adore thee, in ib 
log within the bounds thou haſt ſet them 3 
in carrying our hearts to thee with: deſire 
and love; in carefully declining all. that is 
ſinful,” and oh = fearful of al f 
155 Auen. | 

May all our aſſions adore chew in a0 
Pidwledging — to thy Holy Will, 
and ever taking the check, when chrough 
blindneſs or heat they are bent upon any 
thing that is ſinful, mn or ae . | 
Amen. ny 

May our thoughts adore ns d all our 
hates! our eyes, our ears, our hands, our 
tongue, all confeſs thee to be their God, in 

A kuy to thy glory, in being regulated 
| law, and taking no farther liberties 

hip wha thou - wan dee them. R. 
\ Amen.” 21 1 pr 

Hear us, O Jeſus, in theſe our petitions, 
and ſmce thou comeſt to be our Saviour, 
perform now to us what thou haſt under- 

F 1h 
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taken: Grant us what we aſk, ſince without 
this government of ourſelves, in a due obe- 
dience to thy Holy Will, we. are {till in 
ſlavery, and can hare no nett of thy 
coming. 
Be merciful to us, ** help 6, 135 other- 
wiſe-we are miſerable. ., Qur dependence is 
on thee, and without thee we can do nothing, 
without thee we can obtain nothing. This, 
O God, we confeſs from out hearts. before 
the whole world; and that we may now 
Bave a part in thy protection, behold, in 
Honour of thy holy name, we raiſe both our 
hearts and voices to thee, and W — 
2 in our behalf. | 
Lord, have mercy. on us. 
„Chriſt, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have merey on us. | 
1 Jeſus, Son of the living God, J 
Jeſus, moſt powerful, jab 
_ moſt ſtrong, [1 a8 
eſus, moſt perleQ, — 
Jeſus, moſt glorious, EE 
Jeſus, moſt admired, | 
Jeſus, moſt pleaſant. 
Jeſus, moſt beloved, 
Jeſus, clearer than the ſun, 
Jeſus, fairer than the moon, Enn 
Jeſus, brighter than the dam, ute 
Wn molt-admirable, 2 1, 


en us {0.41 a00]] 
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moſt:deleaibley m1 ney ole, 
” Jeſus, moſt honourable; - It: * Fri. 
ke” moſt humble, 
Jeſus, moſt meek, | 1! © 
"Jeſus, moſt patient, 
Jeſus, moſt . bien 
4 Jeſus, moſt chaſte. Yi. (6 


Jeſus; the lover of chaſtity, ney” 7750 

Jeſus, the lover of peace, den er 
"Jeſus; our love, * br e. 

Jeſus, the mirror of life, n 


Jeſus, the pattern of virtues; 1 
Jeſus, the ornament of good diſcipline; ; 
Jeſus, the zealous lover of ſouls, 
Jeſus, our refuge, 

Jeſus, Father of Wecpoch, FH 
Jeſus, comforter of the afflited, + 
Jeſus, the treaſurer of the faithful, 
Jeſus, the precious pearl 
Jeſus, the treaſurer of Rerßeeten "A 
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* * * 


- Jeſus, the good Shepherd 
Jeſus, Star of the 8 ,%/ 1 2H [i | 
Jefus, the true Light.. 


- Jeſus, the Eternal Wiſdom, 
-— Jeſus,” infinite Goodneſs, - 
© Jefus; the joy of Angels 
+ Jeſus; King: Ot: Pattiarche; bw. wie]: 
'- Jefus, Inſpirèr of the Prophets, |. 
Jebus, Maſter of the Apoſtles) ./ 

f iv 


* 
— 
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528 The Citcumtifum-of cur brd, 


jeſus, the Strengih — 1 5 
- "Jeſus, the Light of Sanger 2 8 
FJeſus, the Spouſe of Virgins, 0 * 


Jeſus, the Crown of all Sainte, 2 
Lamb of God, who. takeſt away ** ſins 
of the world. R. 0 Jeſiat, ſpare us. 


Lamb of God, who takeſt away the Tins | 


of the” world. R. 0 Jeſur, hear un. 
Lamb of God, ho takeſt away the fins 
of the world. R. O Jeſus, eee on Us. 

eſis Chriſt, hear us. 

1 Chriſt, graciouſly hear us. 

The name of our Lord be bleſſed. 

. From bis times wow, as Jo ever 


Lit ws Pray... 


GoD, who haſt rendered the moſt 
glorious name of thy Son, our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, worthy to be loved with higheſt 
affection by thy faithful, and moſt dreadful 
to evil ſpirits; merge grant that all ho 
devoutly honour this name of Jeſys on earth, 
may at preſent be refreſhed with the feet. 
neſs of divine comforts, and hereafter come 
to the poſſeſſion of everlaſting joys. Threugh 
the ſame Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, thy Son." 
This being the day of "the ae een 7 
Jeſut, let us bmg uric and bog 
don * the many times u — 2 


| 
i 
7 
? 


Wn | 
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this 1 name; and aſh. „ar grace io amend 
this ill. cuom, and that for the time ta came, 
We May never m it 1555 W the ere 
went i Te } TE _ 

þ I 


GOD, who halt ; given a ſtrict ner) 
to thy people not to take thy name 
in vain: have mercy on us thy. ſervants, 
who here confeſs our unworthineſs before 
thee, and eſpecially in the frequent tranſ- 
greſſion of this thy precept. For behold, 
O God, we acknowledge it our too com- 
mon failing to think litle of the reſpect 
that is due to thy holy name, and to the 
name of Bleſſed Jeſus our Redeemer; we 
very often profane them both, - proſtitute 
them to common uſes, and "make them 
ſerve both our paſſions, our entertainments, 
and our ſmiles. 

And how great, O God, is our neglect, 
our contempt, our irreligion, in abuſing 
what is thus holy; in having thy poſitive 
command, and yet living in the daily tranſ- 
greſſion of it, with very little endeavours, or 
even congern- for doing better! This we 
eonfeſs is not the pa rt of Chriſtians; it is 
not the ſpirit of cy ker and yet this 
is what we profeſs. Ks hen I — * 

V 


13% The Cirtunicifon of bur Bord, 
Pardon us therefore, we beſeech thee, O 


weſt” Gracibus Lord; and mercifully releaſe 


us from the "guilt of Whatever wWe have 
Bithert6 offended thee in this kind. Forgive 
us the many, if not infinite times we have 
taken thy holy name in vain; and if our 
guilt has been in any ſeandalous way, yet 
ill, 0 God, let us 101 be ien 
thy meyey.” 240! 17 
But Men, 0 Bleſſed Lord, let this 
"mercy be attended with ſuch grace as to 
make us both zealous and watchful in over- 
coming ourſelves in uhatever part we have 
- of this iH cuſtom. Let us no more run on 
In a heëdleſs way, nor be furpriſed: in our 
"uſual irfeverence, for want of care. Let us 
be aſhamed of ſuch neglect, and now on 
this day r thy holy name, O Jeſus, begin 
to be more careful. Grant this, O Jeſus, 
and with this care may we begin the new 
15 92 and no more bring thy ſacred name 
* contempt, while we make profeſſion of 
hope ing thee, and being thy Diſciples. 
of. I being the fir/e day of the year, lat us fe- 


"*Pinrmend ow ſelves to 15 Sateen of Almighty 


Bd an beg 'his a/fiftance on ui and eur for 


{his 3 year. 291qQHUCL. yd 3c 


* God, Who haſt ſhared: our lives; and 


- I gut us to the beginning of this year, 
io tliee we conſecrate the being thou haſt 


1 FFF 1 


> 2 n 26,2 - pg” 


granted to us from dur hearts Arg that 
what is thy gift to us thy unworthy ſervants, 
may by\.us be. employed toſthy glory. 
er tags canndt do this but with, the 
dition of | thy gifts, therefore we moſt 
earneſtly befeech thee, O God, ſo to ſtreng. 
then us by thy heavenly grace, that we may 
be: e over all our Ways, avoid 
all that are ſinful, and? follow none hut 
whatyare god. For this end, O. mercifa at 
Fatlier, ſhaw thy mercy to us, and-preferyt 
us from all, the; ſnares of the world, of the 
devil, and of our own corruption; leave us 
not t qurſelves, but ever accompany us 
in all our ways, in our prayets, in our bu- 
ſmeſd, in our troubles, in temptations, im 
me of: pain or ſieknuſs, in all diticulties! 
and circumſtances of life: In all theſe O 
God, be thou our he elper, our counſel and 
our. guide, and let no evil ſpirit prevail | 
againſt us to thy diſpleaſure. | 
5 Heſtve us eile; G God, from an 
darigersiand{-migfortunes ; and if thou 
porinitiany for our trial, let us not fail; as 
beſerrin thes, of thy grate, ſuch as may: 
>» carny us through them with che Patience 
of thy Diſciples. * 8 13 * n 3-1 A 20 
Help us throughout this year, | in theipae 
formance. off every. duty belonging to our 
tate, that we may do no wrong to any, but 
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perform all to thy glory. Haien 
re government of aurlelves,, 
not" be blinded by any pafſion, but making 
Holy Will 455 Rule, may follow on 
5 this leads us, and fatthfully reſiſt 
whatever attempts to draw us, from it, 
Thus, O God, may we on go this year, 
obſerving all thy laws, and walking in all 
thy: precepts; and this one thing we aſk of 
thee, that we may make ſuch a good uſe of 
this. addition" of days which thou granteſt us, 


as. to improve in ths love and N of — 


our God, and be prepared for a happy 
death, if this be the year which is to be our 
laſt. Thus, Oo God we offer ourſelyes to 
thee, "ourſelves to thy protec- 
tion, and begying thy bleſſing for\the good. 
beginning of this year. 


Law Pray.” 
680, who, by che fruitful virginity / 


| 2 bleſſed Mary, haſt given to mankind 
che rewatd of eternal falvation ; grant, we 


ILY HT LN 


beſesch Thee that we may find, the effet of . 
prayers for us, r we have recave . { 


her 


ed dre Author of life, dür Lord Jeſug. Chriſt, -, 
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thy Son. | FTTH ynfod 8 
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Oel ud a 1 4 FO ITO Il uch 
Ages - View, or THE. baren. d 
1 * 8 „4 2 CINE 35; . 
"Mar, | i. 19. 23. —— 
* . e Alis Ado 
EE fer KA this Goſpels af tbe Aren 
appearing to Sc. Joleph. in Egypt; a 
emma him to take the infant Fefus am 
hir Mother, and to return into the iand of 
Iſrael. And awhile we foe Feſus ibus depend“ 
ing on Heaven, as not to mou without pars 
tiedlar” orders from God, let us beg 1h da) 


that de likewiſe may baue the ſame. dependence; 
and not undertake any thing, Hut. as the: Witt! 
er direet 17. * 4 24 FECL IN 


720 


a 


It Us Pro. 


| WORD. incarnate, we hear | ackitog-" 
ledge and adore thy bumble depen- 
dene62* who being the 1 — 1 wiſdom 


and light: eternal, are et ſo directed 0 
Father's K orders, 5 7 thou ALON 


| 10 od 
- For being thus docile and ſubmiſſive, as 


an helpleſs infant, O Divine Jeſus, we bow 
down and adore thee, and moſt humbly 


234 FPigil of the Epiphany. 


beſcech thee to teach us this depending 
leſſon, that we, wo are hothing” but | 


darkneſs, may wait in all things upon the 
orders af Heaven, according to the example 

thou haſt given us, who art the light of 
| the world. 1 HM 


nie O Lied Redermer we Havre 


great reaſon to aſk, beeauſe of ourſelves 
we are ſo very blind, and yet ſo very raſſi. 
Me ſee nothing before us, we know not 

what will be the oppo re of our own 


deſires; and yet, O God, how eager are 


we in deſiring, how bold in undertaking, 


as if we were privy to allthycounſels,and/had | 


a proſpect of all that is to come, wherein 
we are concemed tt u Ae A b 
Hence (we confels): ve need fiobother 
contrivers of our own ruin, than our:own 
wiſhes ; and the grant of our very prayers 
is often a gment _ us, becauſe we 
 know/not we t We als - 31118 Hu h. 

Wherefore, O 1Joſup, 52/beſoekhi fee, 
to take from us all eonfidetice in gurſelves, 
give us à diſtruſt of our on thoughts, and 
teach us by thy own example entirely to 

depend on Heaven. Let us no more truſt 
to a broken reed, nor take a blind guide to 
lead: us; but deing oqnvinced of theſe being 
5 Gade to rin, may we place. Cur v hal 
| ce in hee -. Sieben bis tub 


— 
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:7Settle naw! this principle in us, that wWe 
can do nothing well but under thy conduttz 
that no reſolution eam be for our good 
but what thou inſpireſt: That there can be 
nothing done | wiſely, but where thy Holy | 
Will i is conſulted to determine the choice. 

Upon this conviction may we from this 
time make-it- our conſtant practice, in all 
propoſals, to conſult thy holy! will, and 


never to undertaxke any thing, either of 


the next life or this, till we have firſt ſeri- 


ouſly examined how far it e e * . 


been tba 27 d von 


According to Abi method may 5 dul, 


O God, be ſolicitous for | thy direction in 


all our ways; no more truſt to human 
encouragements, nor take preſent conveni- 


encies, or the bent ob ee tor her 


us Our way. & elle: 
No, dlelſed Loud, we. — theſe. o be 

Jecefal guides; we know there fare ways 

which ſeem right to a man and yet lead to 


deſtruction. Teach us therefore, O God, 


to be: wiſe; no more to truſt 40 what bas 
-alre 


ady very often deceived us. 


: 7 Butafince: thou. Art the only way, and 
all, unhout thee, is error: Since thou art 


the only: light, and all, without thee, is 
darkneſs: Since thou art the only wiſdom, 
and all, without thee, is folly; Maycwe 


\ 
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ſeek for no other ; no other /] no 
other wiſdom- aha; 3» * 9¹ 

O God! How ſecure and full of comfort 
5 ſhould we walk, could we confirm our minds 

againſt the force of humaꝶp motives, and 

obtain what we now. aſk, of depending 

_ wholly on thy will! How might we then 

kx with a certain inward peace, and not 

touched either with the ſmiles or re. 
proaches of a buſy and cenſorious world! 
How might we then find content amidſt 
the ſevereſt ſtorms, whilſt we ſhould have 
{till this aſlurance to ſupport us, that we 
have thy will to direct us in the way in 
which we go, and meet with no oppofition, 

but what is likewiſe according to thy will! 

This would be a ſolid comfort, ſuch as 
miſt be the foundation both of a temporal 
and eternal peace. But now as it is with us; 
how far are we from this way of peace; 
when, upon examining our ſteps, we eaſily 
ifcover. that not thou, O God, to whom 
all things ought to be ſubject, but ſome 

mfirmity, corruption or vice, on the dis 

ene of them nen. 

This is What we oupht to . . of 

as unworthy of our profeſſion, and yet it is a 

truth we cannot but own before thee; we 


cannot but on that our deſires are often 
very preſſing, and we are bent with earneſt - 


7 22. - en a* © K K „ wt 


v e . Erlen. , 
meſs upon what - wei thus, propoſe; | 
to ourſelves as good: And What is it that 
raiſes and quickens this motion — We 
wiſh we could:fay-with truth, it is only thy 
will, O God, and the aneh for oecu- 
ting ahy commands. ” 

But when they come io be examined, 
What is thee: appears? What, O God, 
but weakneſs, confuſion, and ſml Some 
timas mature ſtands at the wheel, and gives 
the whole motion, and there is nothing in 
all our deſires but an eagerneſs of ſatisfying 
our .own inclination, Sometimes intereſt is 
at the bottom, and: gives all the heat; ſomg- 
times vanity, . and how 
often theidevilt; bw ert „ ones yoo}, 

Thus it ig too — wa the other. mos 
— our fouls; we are variouſſy affected 
in the day: ſometimes we are pleaſed, ſome» 
times diſpleafed; ſometimes We love, ſome⸗ 
times we hate; ſometimes we enjoy a calm 
and ſoon a ſtorm ſucceeds; ſometimes w 
will, and then again we will not; thus variety 
of motions every day eee And what 
is it that moves us? 
1>Ob that we:could-fay,- It is — thou and 
thy Holy Will, O God But this we 
— 4 For how often is it, that there is noth- 
more than humour, nothing but ſome 
— with 


84 
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| rn concern e ee wha iss tir 
good p eaſure in ul. le in alu! 


W What a cenefertbeſs reflection .now; 
God, is this, to find; upon enquirys that 
whereas thou only | ſhould have the « nhiole 
guidance. of our ſouls, we are ſo blind and 
perverſe, as to withdraw ourſelves from thy 
condud, and not to let thee have ſcarce a 
mall ſhaue imitl n 1 0 S e cn] 
0 God, we. confeſs. this to be our great 
miſery, that believing thee to be our God, 
we 8 — to every thing more than 
to thee. We let the world govern us, in- 
elination lead us, imagination puſh {us Om, 
paſſion hurry us, company move-us,' intereſt 
draw, pleaſure command us, and ſtrength 
of humbur or fancy is enough to put us upon 
a thouſand ne Thus, O God, we ſet 
up to ourſelves a thouſand idols, and fo fat 
ſerve them, as to obey their commands 5 and 
this while we ſay, that thou art our 


od. einen nen 111 81 11 4s 


0 moſt n en, — unhap- 
pineſs, for Which we now make complaint 

againſt ourſelves, and become petitioners to 
thee, for remedy. Hear us, we beſeech 
thee, and be favourable to. our cequeſts-: 
Foxlake us not under this our weakneis, but 
while e here: ſtand expoſed to fo: many 
ſnares, while on all occaſions we have very 


2 e a wo i JAkUOaa — 1 1 _— F W- = |} 


Veil of the Epiphany. 139 
many evils that offer to adviſe and: direct us, 
many that ſolicit and importune us, many 


that with-a_iort- of violence offer to command : 


us, 'ſhew: mercy to us in theſe our u 
circumſtances, and give us ſuch grace, diſ- 
cretion, and ſtrength, as may be our ſecurity 


2 che dangers of being: led out of the 


Way. Wr E049 45 L NI 11 


Give u us grace never - raſhly to embrace any 


propofals that are made to us, but firſt ſeri- 
ouſly: to examine how far they are agreeable 
to thy Holy Will. Give us! diſcretwn to 
diſcern all ſuch evil motions as are diſguiſed 
under the appearance of being innocent and 
good. Give us ſtrength to ſtand againſt all 
thoſe flattering evils, which having our owt 
corruption confederate wich them, expoſe us 
fin. the great danger of holly: e into 
+ 46 

Help us, 0 Bleſſed Lord an cheſs part 


. and thus merci fully prepare dur ſouls 


to ſtand ſecure againſt all deceits, that vie 
may not be miſled by evil counſellors, nor 


drawn into ſin. We acknowledge the dan- 


er in which we daily are, and chat we can 
have no ſecurity but from thy direction; be- 
cauſe thou art our only guide to falvationz 
thou art the only light, which ſhews us 4 


ſafe way amidſt oe ihn men has wy 
before us. 


- — 22 —äH - 
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Be therefore 4 guide, and: a continual 
light to us, be thou our adviſer and director 
in all things; ſecure us, we beſeech thee, 
againſt the world, ſecure us againſt ea 
becauſe our danger is great on all ſides, and 
we are too eaſy in giving ear to thoſe, who 

ign Tags but our ruin, 

Particularl ve, alk. that favour” of thee 


which thou to St. Joſepb. He had 
che care of Jeſus, and thou waſt always ſo 


merciful as to direct him how to eſcape the 

enemies of Jeſus, and to decline thoſe who 
to deſtroy him. 

This ſame mercy we aſk of thee, O God, 


W behalf; for we alſo have the care f 


Jeſus. He bas entruſted himſelf with us, 


and, We have many enemies, who are ever 
watching to rob us of this treaſure, But 


here, O Merciful Father, be thou our guide, 


and by thy Heavenly Light ſhew us, how to 


avoid all ſuch. Avis) omg Deliver us from 


the raſhneſs of voluntarily expoſing ourſelves 
to the danger of them; and whenever they 
make their attempts upon us, then be thou 


with us, O God, and either give us ſtrength 


to ſtand againſt chem, or reſolution of flying 


into a thouſand Egypt, rather than hazard 


the loſs of Jeſus. 
Fear us, O God, in this petition. 
R. And mercifully grant our * 


% 
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1 may never be ** from us. 


hat 15 may abide wie us We ever. 7 
Les u Pn. N 


| 7 148 be 
 LMIGHTY and Everlaſti g God, Mt 
rect all our actions according” ro thy 
. will, that in the name of thy beloyt 
Son we may abound in good works; who, 


hveth and reigneth with- wee Sep in the a 


; As 4 $23 
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H IS being the Felival of 1be Epiphany; | 

a memorial of that day, wwben the wiſe 
men having been called out of the qaft; by the" 
appearance of an unuſual Star, were by the ſame 
led to Bethlehem, where in the Stable 54 
adored their new-born' Saviour; lei LY 4 
thanks to Almighty God for his mercy, in calling 
the Gentiles to the — of Chrift: We ure 
a part of | the Gentiles, of whom” theſe were be 
Art Tg — r are on #5 "a 
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Somme this day before thee; 0 G0, 
to acknowledge thy infinite mercy 
to us. We were a part of the Gentiles, a 
part of thoſe unhappy wretches Who 
worſhipped the work of mens hands, and 
had no knowledge of their Gd. 

This was our unhappy ſtate; but thou 
hadſt compaſſion on our darkneſs,” when by 
a miraculous light thou didſt awaken the 
faith of theſe wiſe men, and bringing them 
to a confeſſion of Chriſt, didſt begin to 
manifeſt thy mercy to the Gentiles, and 
in theſe didſt open a gate to all others to 
come into the fold of Chriſt, to become his 
members, and partake of the redemption 
wrought by him. 
The call therefore of theſe great converts 
was a bleſſing prepared for us. 

For this, O God, we praiſe thee. 

R. We def re all creatures may bleſs thy 
name. 

For that thou haſt called us out of dark 8 
— into thy wonderful light. . 
R. And haſt brought us to the knowledge 71 5 
our. Redeemer. 
That through him we may be taught thy 


Ways. 0 


R. a Th 


at 7 rants Him: ner be HEE 
from the wrath id come. : 4 wo 
is] RT Soaps bien we. may Abtaift kak 


our fins. +»; jos fot 50 Fw 


R. That auth; him ave; nay be made heirs of 


3 „ tit rund I aids ere} 

For this thy, mercy wedefire all the Geno 
tiles may rejoice, adore, and give. thee 
thanks. 2195 931 905: 17 PRI 3, 


All you nations, elap you hands; with 
Jubilee and exclamations of joy, give praiſe 
to Gad. 1 0 0: Ev 


i, 26 35.133 IITLOI 


All ye — of the earth, praiſe Gog 


and magnify his glory,” x7. 
Sing to our Lord a new. bymn, for he has 
done wonderful things. 153495 


| We are ſaved by the might of his right 
hand, and by the ſtrength af his holy arm. 


Our Lord has made known his ſaving 


power; in the ſight of the nations he has 
manifeſted his juſtice. 55 Þ 


He: has remembered his 3 A the 
making good. his, A wech to the houſe of 
Igel. Jig a --r Kn 1 


The whale ds 5 Gaim the ſaving mercy 
of our God. Ran Tt 2 1234 


1 


4 1 
21 


Joyfully ſing, all ye inhabitants of the 


earth, the praiſes of God: Sing and be trank- 
ported with joy. 


with 3 ſing a 1 to his name, 
a ©, | 


and Epiphany. 

Sound forth your: joy y in the preſence of 
our Lord, our king: Let the fea rejoice,, 
and all it contains, and the whole world 
with the inhabitants thereof. 5 
The rivers will join their applauſes, and 
the mountains will — their joy at the ſight 
_ Lord, becauſe he comes to: judge the 

He will judge the earth according to 
Juſtice, and the people thereof with equity. 
All the nations whom thou haſt'made-ſhall 


come —.— adore thee, O Lord, and give ' 


glory to thy name. 


Glory be to the father, and to the Son, 


and to the Holy Ghoſt. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and 
ever ſhall be, world without end. Amen. 


Let us Pray. 


this homage of praiſe, in acknowledg- 
ment of this thy infinite goodneſs; and 
mercifully grant that we who have received 
the light of faith, may make a right uſe of 
it in working out our ſalvation; and " 
others, who are yet in darkneſs, may be 

— go to the Sewing of —_ and 


- CCEPT;, O Lord, we: beſeech thee, 


Epiphany Thy 


who Hveth 104 reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy (abolk. ol ns of ba: 


"The "wiſe men 7 a come to the g Jbl of 
Bethlehem, by the direction of theftar, found 
the child Jeſus with Mary his mother,” and 
falling down adored him; and opening their 
treaſures, they offered to him gifts, gold, frank- 
incenſe, and myrrh ; let us likewife in ſpirit 
enter with them into the fable, and adore 

_ Chriff our Aenne, and ede our "ne fo 


Him. e 

Let us bm. 5 NP 

| * 

EFORE thee, O Pius we Hoke down 
and adore; we adore thee 1 in this hum. 


ble ſtate of a helpleſs infant, in which thou 


art pleaſed to appear for our ſalvation. kl 
confeſs thee to be our Redeemer; and b 


that as, thy ſurpriſing humility is the m 


the ihcreaſe e our love to thee, that we 
may adore thee with as profound a humility” 
in the [table of Bethlehem, as in the glory of 
thy more awful majeſty in heaven. 


thy holy y name for ever. 


'* WW adore Thee, and publ. 75 the glory of thy good. 


neſs. 


Vol, XIII. G 
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feſtation of thy goodnels, ſo it may be in ts 


Bleſſed be thou, O Jeſus, and glorified be. 63” 
R. May all that is in heaven ani 45 
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May thy throne be exalted above all the 
heavens. | 


R. And may all nations of the earth N eſs 
the power of thy majeſty. 
For that in love to our ſouls thou haſt 
undertaken our redemption. 
R. And offered thyſelf to ſuffer the puni iſh- 
ment due to our fins. 
For that thou appeareſt to us in this hum- 
n 
R. And refuſeſt no Ne that can be 
ſerviceable for our eternal good. 
For this, O divine Infant, we bow down 
and praiſe thee. 
R. For: this we dre glory to thy Beach 
gud Mercy, 
We confeſs thee to be our Lord. 
R. We acknow ledge thee to be bur God 
and Redemeer. | 
We deſire thou mayeſt for ever reign 
20-2006 | 
„ dgſre re in al things to Pome thy | 
di Yeiples, 


Let us Pray. 


ECEIVE, O Bleſſed Jeſus, this homage, 
| we pray thee ; and ſince it is the effect 
of our faith, and love of thy goodneſs, let 
not thy mercy be wanting to us, which we 
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— 


now adore; but as thou haſt called us to 


believe, ſo now graciouſly vouchſafe to con- 
firm us in thy ſervice. 


Grant us a ſpirit like thoſe holy men, 


who came on this day out of the eg to 


adore thee. R. Amen. 

Grant that their example may be our 
pattern; and that the virtues which were fo 
remarkable in them, the firſt fruits of rhe 


Gentiles, may be revived in us their fol- 
lowers. R. Amen. 


Grant that with the ſame readineſs as they 
did, we may obey thy calls, and let no 
difficulties occaſion in us delays in the execu- 
tion of thy commands. R. Amen. 

Grant we may with conſtancy purſue our 


" way, where duty calls us, and neither be 


dejected nor tired in our endeavours, even 
when thou art pleaſed to withdraw thy light 
and comforts from us. R. Amen. 
Grant we may ever ſeek thee, O Jeſus, 
all our lives with the diligence of theſe wiſe 
men, and with their courage deſpiſe all 
worldly convenience for finding thee. R. 
Amen. | 
Grant that our faith may be ever like 
theirs, ſtrong and vigorous, and not to be 


weakened by human improbabilities. R. 
Amen. 


Gi 
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Grant that with their ſincerity we may 
this day make our offerings to thee, and with 
an entire ſubmiſſion leave both ourſelves, and 

all that belongs to us, in thy hands. R. 
Amen. | 
Behold, therefore, O God, and Redeemer, 
we acknowledge here before thee that what- 
| ever we poſleſs is thy gift, and the effect of 
| thy bounty to us; and whatever oppportu- 
nities we have of approaching to thee, are 
what thy mercy has appointed for our good : 
Now as all theſe come from thee, ſo to thee 
again they ought to return; and this is the 
day wherein we deſire to make an offering 
of all to thee, and in this offering acknow- 
| ledge thee to be our God. Grant, we 
| beſeech thee, we may be ſincere in what we 
do, and that thy goodneſs may accept, and 
thy grace confirm, the obligation we make. 
The firſt offering is our gold : Whatever 
we have of this, whether little or much, 
behold, with the truly wiſe men, we lay it 
before thee ; we confeſs it to be what thou 
haſt entruſted in our hands, and that to thee 
we muſt give an account. Grant therefore, 
ve beſeech thee, that we may be wiſe admi- 
niſtrators of it, and employ it according to 
thy will and direction. R. Grant this, 0 
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Grant we may not give it to the devil, in 
making it ſerviceable to ſin. * Grant this, 
O Jaſus. 

Grant we may not hoard it covetouſly, 
nor ſpend it prodigally or vainly. R. Grant 
this, O Jeſus. 

But ſo mercifully direct us, that we may 
be juſt in giving to every one what is their 
due; charitable in the relief of the diſtreſſed, 
and careful in providing for the neceflities. of 


life, as thou haſt appointed ; that fo our 
gold, and whatever we poſſeſs, may be made 


an acceptable offering to thee, O Jeſus. R. 
Grant this, O Jeſus, and mercifully help us in 
the due execution of what we now propoſe. 

The ſecond offering is our incenſe : In 
this, O Jeſus, we offer to thee our hearts in 
prayer; deſiring that our neceſſities may be 
known to thee, and that our ſighs and deſires 
may aſcend to heaven like incenſe in thy 
light. 

Grant therefore, that all our lives we 
may be zealous in laying hold of the oppor- 
tunities of prayer which thou giveſt us, and 
that no ſloth or negle& may hinder us from 
oftering this incenſe to thee. R. Grant this 
our petition, O Jeſus, and now hear our 
prayer. 

Grant, that as often as we perform this 
duty, we may do it with ſuch attention of 
G 11 
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mind, and fervour of ſpirit, that our hearts 
may accompany our lips, and aſcend as a 
ſweet perfume before thee. R. Grant this our 
petition, O Feſus, and now hear our prayer. 
Grant, that as often as we make this offer. 
ing to thee, we may appear with the reve- 
' rence of the wife men, who coming into 
1 thy preſence, fell down and adored thee ; 
{ that ſo nothing unbecoming thy Majeſty 
| may be found in us. R. Grant this our 
petition, O Jeſus, and now hear our prayer. 
The third offering is of myrrh : In this, 
E O Jeſus, we offer whatever bitterneſs ſhall 
come to be the portion of our life: Defiring 
thee to accept from our hands all that we 
| ſhall ſuffer, whether in ſuch voluntary mor- 
| tifications as we ſhall chuſe by thy ſpirit, or - 
ſiuch other trials as thou ſhalt chuſe for the 
[ puniſhment of our fins. 
[| Grant therefore, O Jeſus, that we may 
' receive and bear with ſuch patience all the 
i troubles of this life, that our ſuffering may 
z become a grateful offering to thee. R. 


| > 
| Hear our petition, O Jeſus, and grant us 


Grant we may be watchful againſt all the 
violence of inclination, all the attempts 
of our corruption, and offer a daily ſacri- 

| fice to thee, in the denial of . our own 

„ wills. R. Hear our petition, O Jeſus, and 

| grant we may make this daily offering to thee: 


{ 

| | 

| patrence. 
| 
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Grant we may daily labour to overcome 
ourſelves, as to all that impatience and 
ſelf love, which ſo often rob us of the 
offering we are to make, and ſo often render 
us the object of thy diſpleaſure. R. Hear 
us, O Feſus, and belp us in removing all our 
difficulties. 

Thus, O Jeſus, we offer to thee our 


gold, and frankincenſe, and myrrh: Ac- 


cept, we beſeech thee, our offering, and 

ſo confirm us by thy grace, that all our 

lives we may abide faithful to the. 
Conſider. our weakneſs, O bleſſed Re- 

deemer, and this day give us thy bleſſing; 


ſuch a bleſſing as may be a help againſt all 


our failings, and perfect us in every duty. 
Thou art come, O Jeſus, to fave us; take 
us therefore now into thy protection, and 
being delivered from all the fnares of 


darkneſs. and fin, lead us on in the ways of 
ſalvation. 


Let us Pray. 


GOD, who by the conduct of a ſtar 

didſt this day reveal thy only begotten 
Son to the Gentiles ; mercifully grant that 
we, who have now known thee by faith, 
may be brought at length to the fight of 
thy divine Majeſty. Through the ſame 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. G iv 
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SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE 
T2107 0,1 arr. | 


LUKE tt. 42. 52. 


ENG taught in this day's Goſpel, that 
'— Jefus, with Mary and Joſeph, went up 
from Nazareth 7o Jeruſalem, ts celebrate the 
feaſt of the paſſover, according to the cuſtom ; 
let us beg this day of Almighty God, that 
from ſo great an example we may be zealous 
in obſerving the feaſts of the church, and 
carefully avoid all profanations of them. 


Let us Pray. 


* 


GOD, who didſt command thy people 
to obſerve ſome days with a religious 


ſolemnity for a yearly remembrance of thy 


particular mercies to them: Grant that we 
alſo having ſignal mercies, to which a 
perpetual remembrance is due from all 
generations, may obſerve, with a juſt reve- 
rence, the days which are ſet apart for this 
r ZN 

To this, O God, may a due ſenſe of 


| gratitude oblige us; ſince nothing can be a 


greater confuſion to us, than for us, moſt 
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unworthy and vile ſinners, to receive the 

greateſt of bleſſings from thy hand, and 

not to publiſh thy goodneſs in the religious 

obſervance of ſuch days, as with a grateful 

commemoration are to perpetuate the re- 
membrance-of them. 

Grant therefore, that as often as we are 
called to the acknowledgment of thy mercies, 
we may have our ſouls raiſed to thee in 
gratitude, adoration, and praiſe : That we 
may join with the heavenly choirs, in mag- 
nifying that bounty which has been ſo 
merciful to us: That we may be ſolicitous 
how to make a good uſe, and improve 
under thy favours : That we may endeavour 
to approach to that goodneſs, which ſo pow- 
erfully invites us: That we may enquire 
into all our ſinful diſorders, by which we 
ungratefully provoke that hand, which by 
ſuch wonderful mercies is labouring for 
our eternal good: That by exerciſes of 
piety, in doing good to others, we may 
expreſs our gratitude to thee, and find 
comfort in following the example thou haſt 
given: us. 
In this method, O God, may we obſerve 
thy facred ſolemnities, that ſo while we have. 
the benefit, thou mayeſt be glorified in thy 
own works. And as. often as we preſent 
ourſelves before thee in prayer on theſe 


G v 
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days, let it be our firſt endeavour to place 
ourſelves in ſpirit near this holy Family of 
Jeſus, Maria, Joſeph, and by obſerving 
them, learn how to pray. O God! How 
are their hearts raiſed towards thee ! With 
what raptures of ſpirit do they pray ! With 
what a protound humility and reverence 
do they adore! With what a due compoſure 
of mind and body do they appear before 
thee, teſtifying thy ſacred preſence, and 
glorifying thee in the memory of thy mer- 
cles ! 

Thus, O God, may we endeavour to do; 
may this be our pattern as often as we are 
called by the remembrance of thy mercies 


to the temple, or bend our knees before 


thee ; may the ſight of Fe/us, Mary and 
Feſeph, in the ingly teach us how to pray. 
This, O God, we acknowledge our 
Auty, and moſt earneſtly! beg thy grace for 
the careful obſervance of it. And hence, 
O moſt. merciful Lord, we beſeech thee to 
preſerve us from all kind of profanation and 
negleckfof theſe days which are ſanctified to 
zus by chy particular bleſſings; ſince we are 
very ſeaſtble, how'provoking an ingratitude 
15t muſt He; for us then to neglect and offend 
Ithee, when thy goodneſs has N us to 
be more faithful to che. 


„„ 
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Let thy merey therefore watch over us 
in a particular manner on the days, which 
are conſecrated by the memory of thy 
mercies. Then, O God, let thy grace 
preſerve us. 

From indulging amſelres! in lazineſs and 
unneceflary fleep. R. Amen. 

From floth, tepidity, and indevotion. 
R. Amen. 

From all kinds of mis pending the time. 
R. Amen. 

From giving. the time to vanity. R. 
Amen. 

From giving the time to gluttony. R. 
Amen. 

From giving the time to idle company, 
in drinking or gaming; to dangerous con- 
verſation, to ſinful or diledifying divertiſe- 
ments. R. Amen. 

From giving the time to 3 
labour, unneceſſary journeys, or to the 
ſolicitude of a worldly ſpirit. R. Amen. 

In theſe, and ſuch other 


| particulars, 
preſerve us, O Lord, and mercifully deliver 


us. from all abuſes of that time which is 


conſecrated to thee ; that we may not pro- 


fane what is holy, nor then provoke againſt 
us. thy. diſpleaſure, when we. are invited by 


thy mercies to make our approaches n 


heaven. 


& 


We know the days cannot ſanctify us, 
except we keep them holy; neither can 
they be well pleaſing to thee, our God, if 
we profane them. It was by the profana- 
tions of the Jews, their ſolemnities, though 
of thy own appointment, became woke. 
ſome, nay even hateful to thee; ſo thou 
haſt declared by the Prophet. O God! 
Let it not be ſo with us; may we baniſh 
from them all kinds of abuſes, and fo ſanctify 
them, according to their inſtitution, that 
they may be the to advantage of our ſouls, 
and to the glory of thy name. Through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 

Mary and Joſeph having with grief ſought 
Jefus or three days, at length found bim in 
the temple: Hence let us take occaſion to pray, 
that in all our troubles of this life we may ſeek 
com ronfort i in the temple, and there find it. 


Let us Phe” 


O0 GOD, who haſt viſited * moſt faith- 
SJ +a ſervants with troubles, and mani- 
feſted chyſelf in thy own time to be their 
eomforter, grant that in all our exerciſes of 
this kind we may not be dejected, but being 
conſtant under our trials, may perſevere 
e till we have found comfort in thee, 


C7 . 


"; Wo, OS SS 


Octave of the Epiphany. 157 


Hence we implore thy help, O God, 
that, however we may ſeek relief — 
human means, yet ſtill our great ex 


tion may be from thee, and therefore that we 


may with fervour perſevere in our prayers, 


and on thy goodneſs * for the remedy 
of our complaints. 


Hear us, O mereifel Father, in this 
petition, becauſe we ſee what our general 
weakneſs is; upon moderate trials we loſe 
our patience, and generally all inward. 
peace; we fall into diſturbance both with 
ourſelves and others, and opening our 
hearts either to dejection or paſſions, we 
feem to forget that our comfort is to be 
fought from thee. 

O God, how unlike is this to thy faiths 
ful ſervants, who under every weight of 


trouble have ſtill called upon thee, and 
putting their whole cauſe into thy hands, 


have waited with a firm confidence on thy 
goodneſs, either to deliver them from their 
afflictions, or to give ſtrength to bear them. 
How unlike is it to the example we have 
propoſed to us in the holy couple this day, 
who in their trouble went to the temple to 


to ſeek relief, and there found what they 
ſought. 


O merciful God, grant we may learn 
from theſe great examples thou haſt ſet before 
us; and that from the encouragement of 
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of their ſucceſs, as often as any trouble hap- 
pens, our firſt ſtep may be to the temple, 
there to lay open our caſe before thee and to 
implore thy goodneſs in our behalf. There in 
thy preſence may we diſcern the unreaſonable- 
neſs of all immoderate diſquiet, of exceſſive 
ſolicitude, and of every paſſion; there may we 
labour to ſuppreſs all fuch ariſing motions and 
being © ſtrengthened in hope, to fix our 
hearts and eyes on thee, as the only fountain 


from whence all our help can come. 


Thus, O God, are we taught by thy only 
ſon, thus by his faithful followers, and may 
this, O God, be our practice, that fo, 
whatever our affliction be, it may certainly 
have this one effect upon us, to draw us to 
the temple,” to the houſe of en, and 
nearer to the. 

Jeſus being found in the temple, and 
tioned by his mother for thus abſenting himſel A 
he gave this anſwer * Why is it that you 
fought me? Did you not know that I muſt 
be about my Father's bufineſs ? Hence let vs 
take occaſion to pray that our great care may be 
at all times, to be about our Father's buſineſs, 
that is, ſuch as God demands of us, that fo we 


may deferve no my either from God or man. 


5 Oftave of the 2 159 
Let us Pray. 
GOD, who haſt nc duties to 


every ſtate, and commanded us not 
only to be faithful in them, but likewiſe fo 
to perform them, as not ſerving the eye, or 
with regard to this world, but as ſerving thee 
our Lord: Grant we may duly conſider all 
the obligations of our ſtate, and perform 
them as the very buſineſs which thou, O 
Lord, haſt recommended to us, and of 
which we mult give thee an account. 

Hence, we beſeech thee, let no ſloth or 
neglect prevail upon us, to the injury of any 
buſineſs that belongs to our charge, but let 
the concern for juſtice, and the love of thee, 
our God, have that power with us, as to 
overcome all inclinations pre} judicial to our 
duty. 

May this, O bleſſed Lord, de our rule 
as to every obligation belonging to our ſtate, 
to confider thy command in all We do, and 
to let our fidelity be ever anſwerable to the 
commands of ſuch a Lord, whoſe. all-ſeeing 
eye is witneſs of all our ſteps, and etal our 
ways. 

And as to all other exerciſes, e 
divertiſements, and reſt, give us grace to 
conſider, whether in themſelves or in the 


meaſure and circumſtances of them, they are 
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according to thy will, O Lord, and what 


thou approvelt : And wherever we have 


ſufficient motives to doubt, there, O Lord, 

ive us ſuch reſolution and ftrength, as to 
break off all fuch ciſtoms or ways, as we have 
reaſon to apprehend d: agreeable to thy holy 


Dill. 


For this, O God, is what we propoſe and 
deſire, that whedever we are, and whatever we 
are doing,” we may be ever able, if demand- 
ed, to anſwer, that wwe are about our father's 


| buſ neſs. What a ſatisfaction would this be, 


© God, and what a folid ground of inward 
peace, if we could by thy aſſiſting grace gain 


this point! Favour us, we beſeech thee, and 


t 01 we now aſk, ſince it muſt ſo 
much contribute to thy glory, and our-ever- 


laſting good. 
Let us Pray. 


beſeech thee, O Lord, let thy 
divine goodneſs be favourable to the 
prayers of thy people here humbling them- 
ſelves before thee, that they may diſcern 
what they ought to do, and be able to do 


what they know. Through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, thy ſon, 


OcTave of THE EPIPHANY. 


Jo. i. 2, 9, 37 4 


THIS being the e of the great ſolenmity 

of the Epiphany, let us direct our thoughts 
to the mercy that was ſhewed to the wiſe men, 
aed in particular make it our petitim, that as 
God was pleaſed by the light of a ftar to lead 
them to Chriſt, ſo he would vouchſafe to tet the 
fame mercy reach likewiſe all theſe Gentiles 
throug hout the world, who are yet in darkneſs 
and know not the way Ll ſalvation. 


Leet ws Pray. 


GOD, who, by the light of an unuſu- 

al ſtar, didſt ſhew mercy to the Gentiles 
of the Eaſt, and bring them to the know- 
ledge of Chrift, ſhew the like mercy we 
beſeech thee, to all thoſe unhappy people 
throughout the world, who as yet know not 
thee their God, nor have a faith in that name 

in which all are to be ſaved. 

| Look upon them, O God, with the eye 
of compaſſion, and have regard to therr 
manifold diſtreſs. See how they give thy 
glory to creatures, and worſhip the work of 
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their own hands. See how thy name is 
blaſphemed amongſt them, and how they 
glory in the ways of perdition. See how 
miſerably they are deluded by the enemy, 
and live on without any ſenſe of their unhap- 
pineſs. 

O God have mercy, we beſeech thee, upon 
theſe poor ſouls, and bring them to the light 
of the Goſpel: Suffer them no longer to go 
aſtray after their own imaginations, but out 


of the numberleſs ways of thy Providence 


ordain ſuch means, by which they may be 
effectually reſcued from their miſery. 
Remember, O God, the promiſes made 
to our forefathers, and fulfil them now in 
the call of the Gentiles. Thou haſt ſhewed 
this mercy to many nations, for which we 
have reaſon to bleſs thy name; but how 
many nations are {till in darkneſs! O God, 
let thy bowels of compaſſion be moved upon 
theſe alſo, that they may no longer walk on 
in the paths of death, but be mercifully led 
into the ways of ſalvation. | 
Hear our prayers, we beſeech thee, in 
behalf of all thoſe who are yet- under the 
puniſhment of darkneſs, and let that eternal 
light ſhine upon them, who came to be the 
light of the Gentiles, How long, O Lord, 
how long will thy anger be provoked againſt 
them! Be not angry, we beſeech thee, to 
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the end, but let thy mercy now take place; 
becauſe thou halt no delight in the deſtruc- 
tion of the unjuſt, but willeſt that all be 
faved; -*. -.- 
Deliver them, O bank 0 the dark» 
neſs of infidelity. 
R. And let the light of thy ſaving 8:4 
ſhine upon them. 
Open their hearts, O Lord, to receive 


. the doctrine of life. 
A R. And by the power of thy grace bring 
> them into the fold of thy Chriſt. 
Let them alſo, O Jeſus, partake of the 
e fruit of thy redemption. | 
0 R. Manife/t thy goodneſs to all that b 
d thee not, and bring them into the way of 
ſalvation. _ * 
That all nations of the earth may glorify | 
thy name. 
R. And all people confeſs with one voice 
that thou art their God. & 
Let us Trey. 


ALMIGHTY and Everlaſting God, whe 
defireſt not the death of — but 
| that all ſhould be ſaved, mercifully hear our 
prayers, and grant that all nations may be 
converted from infidelity to the knowledge 
of thee, the true and living 3 and being 


— 
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united to thy church, may be in the way of 
mheriting thy promiſes. Through our Ld 
Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 

Let us pray likewiſe, that as God was 
pleaſed to guide theſe holy men by a ſtar going 
before them, ſo he would alſo vouchſafe to guide 
us in our pilgrimage of this life, and let his ele 
go before us in all our os ah 
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Let us Pray. 


God, to whom all the unhappineſs of 
| 18 our temper is known; who ſeeſt how 
| [| great is our 1gnorance and raſhneſs ; ; how 
| bold we are in undertaking, while- we ſee 
{if nothing before us; have compaſlion on us, 
14 we beſeech thee, and mercifully prevent in us 


ll all the miſchiefs of our preſumption and 
#1 blindneſs 


+2 — 
—_ 


1 Make us ſenſible, in | the firſt place, O 
ll} God, of the many hazards that are before us, 
if if we truſt to ourſelves, if we rely upon our 

1 il own management, choice and diſcretion . 


"\ and that we can look for nothing but miſcar- 
"it riage, if we ſeek for no better guide. 

| Hence, O God, let it be thy mercy to 
convince us that we are under a neceſſity W 
of depending upon thee, that we are obliged 
at all times to conſult thee, to adviſe with 
thee, and to beg thy direction, if ever we 


expect either thy bleſſings or ſucceſs on our 


endeavours. 

This, O God, is what we acknowledge 
here before thee, that we can have no confi- 
dence in our own conduct; and therefore 
we moſt earneſtly beſeech thee to be our 


God and our guide in all our ways; that, 


23 long as we are pilgrims here upon earth, 
we may have thy light to go before us. 

And this it is we now aſk of thee, O 
merciful Lord, that (ſince we have no ſight 
of what is before us, and are wholly ignor- 
ant of the things that are for our peace and 
rood) thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to have 
compaſſion on us in this our unhappy ſtate, 
and undertake to be our counſel, our rob, 
and our guide. 

What ſecurity, O God, can we | have who 
are ſo blind, if we have not thy light to go 
before us? Conſider us therefore, we beſeech 
thee, and leave us not to ourſelves. 

2 all our conſiderations be thou, O Lord, 

uide to us. R. Amen. 

n all our reſolutions. R. Amen. 

In all our undertakings. R. Amen. 

In every choice we are to make. R. 
Amen. 


In all we are to thy, dire& thou our 
words, R. Amen. : 


„ IR. no # 
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In all we are to do, direct our actions. 


R. Amen. 
In every difficulty, be thou a light to us. 
R. Amen. 
Leet not the world govern us. 
beſeech-thee, hear us. 

Let us not be guided by our inclinations, 
R. We beſeech thee, hear us. 

Let us not be directed by our paſſions. 
R. We beſeech thee, hear us. 

Let us not conſult with vanity. intereſt, 
ſelf. love, or any worldly conſideration, but 


with thy holy will, O God. R. Me veſeech | 


thee, hear us. © 

Be thou, O Lord, a Siredier to us, as 
thou didſt direct Neah in building the ar 
R. Webeſeech thee, hear us. 

Be thou, O Lord a counſel to us, as 
thou waſt to Abraham in the whole conduct 


of his life. R. Me beſeech thee, bear us. 
Be thou, O Lord, a guide to us, as thou 


waſt to Lot in eſcaping out of Sodom. R. 


We beſeech thee, hear us. 

Be thou, O Lord, a light to us in all our 
ways, as thou waſt to MSet in Egypt, and 
in the deſert. R. We beſeech thee, hear us. 

Be thou, O Lord, the determiner of all 
our reſolutions, as thou waſt to David when- 
ever he conſulted thee. R. We beſeech thee, 


hear us. 


R. W: 
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Be thou, O Lord, the inſpirer of all our 
undertakings, and a guide to all our ſteps, 
as thou waſt to the wiſe men in guiding 
them to the Stable of Bethlehem. R. W: 
beſeech thee, hear us. 


Let us Pray. 


God, who haſt ſhewn mercy to ſo 
many thy faithful ſervants, and parti- 
cularly to thoſe whoſe memory we now 
honour, in affording them a heavenly light 
to be a guide to their ſteps, ſhew the like 
favour to us alſo, O Father of Mercy, that 
amidſt the many hazards, to which we are 
expoſed, we may be ſecured under thy pro- 
tection, and be conducted at length to the 
preſence of thee our God. Through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 
The wiſe men having "adored our Redeemer, 
and left their offerings with him, they were 
directed by Almighty God, not to return to 
Herod, but to go by another way into their own 
country, let us hence take occaſion to pray, that 
God would pleaſe to direct us in our way to that 
country, to which we are going ; and that we 


may not return the ſame way, by which we came 
fr om it » | 
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| Let us Pray. 
O God, who waſt pleaſed to manifeſt thy 


pleaſure to theſe holy men of returning 
home another way, _ we may take the 
advantage of this inſtruction, and be ſolicit- 
ous in returning home another way, than 
that by which we came. | 
We muſt confeſs, O God, through thy 
mercy, paradiſe is our country. It 1s for 
this we are created, to this we are called; 
and ſuch is the goodneſs of our Redeemer, 
that he becomes man to become our guide, 
ta ſhew us the way, and help us forward in 
it. | 
And having now known Chriſt by faith, 
ho are we forbidden the way by which we 
came ? We departed from paradiſe, we muſt 
acknowledge it, by the ways of pride and 
diſobedience ; by feeking to pleaſe ourſelves, 
and doing our own will ; by following our 
appetite, and the love of viſible things; by 
the concupiſcence of the eyes, and the con- 
tempt of thy law. | \ 
By theſe ways, O Bleſſed Lord, we have 
departed from our country, and from thee, ! 
our God; and if we go on in the ſame! 
what is this, but to return to Herod? What 
is this, but to return to infidelity, to depart 
{till farther from our country, and to looſe 


all 
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all hopes of finding our place of reſt, and 
thee, our only happineſs, and our God ? 
Grant therefore, moſt gracious Lord, we 
may be_now obedient to thy ſummons, and 
being convinced of the neceſſity, be likewiſe 
reſolute in taking another way. And what 
| is this way, but that which thou, O Jeſus, 
haſt ſhewed us; the way of obedience and 
N humility; the way of ſelf-denial and deſ- 
r piſing the world ; the way of mourning for 
; our ſins, and ſeeking above all things to do 
, thy Holy Will. Th 
By this way, O God, may we return, it 
being the only way which can bring us ſafe - 
to our country. In this thou haſt com- 
manded us to walk; give us thy grace, we 
beſeech thee, to walk on in it, and whatever 
difficulties we find, give us ſtrength to over- 
come- them, and perſeverance to hold on to 
the end. | | 
Be favourable to us, O Bleſſed Lord, in 
this petition, becauſe on the grant of this 
depends our eternal welfare. We are very 
Wy ſenfible, the ways of death can never bring 
gave Ius to life everlaſting; and if we expect to 
hee, I arrive at length in the region of bliſs, we 
mult walk in the ways that lead to it. Put 


me, f „ \ 
That | vs therefore, we beſeech thee, into theſe 
part I vays by thy heavenly light, and let thy grace 
looſe Vol, XIII. | H | 
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confirm us in them, till we come to find 


what we ſeek, and to the * of what 
Ve have fo und. 


| Let us Pray. 

O® OD, whoſe only Son did appear in 
the ſubſtance of our fleſh ; grant, we 

beſeech thee, that we may be inwardly re- 

formed by him, whom we have acknowledg- 


ed coming in our likeneſs ; who liveſt and 
reigneſt with thee in the unity. 


»{ 3 


SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY: 


Joun i, "KEY 


4 358 - 
1 vt TN this day's, Gofp el. being informed bat 
1 it Jaſus with his Mother and. Diſciples were Ne 
invited to a marriage feaſt at Cana of Galilee; In 
let us beg of Almighty God this day, that in ¶ it 
all feaſts and entertainments, wwe may manage o 

both. au jet and all, as far as we are 
concerned, with that general moderation and ar 
temperance, as if Jg with the Bleſſed Virgin ¶ be 
and Diſeiples were prefect. at it. gr 
| y ne 
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3 | Let us Pray. For pos - 
9 GOD, who knoweſt the | many failings 


to which we are ſubject, and this more 

eſpecially at entertainments, where plenty 

and example are provocations of variety of 

exceſs; grant, we beſeech thee, for the 

fature, we may keep a ſtrict watch upon 

| ourſelves, and that as often as we come 

into ſuch circumſtances, we may be reſolute in 

| ſtanding againſt, and e all 

that is ſinful. 

Grant we may be under as much reſerve 

— as if thou, O Jeſus, hadſt place at the table, 

and gaveſt rules to the entertainment; as if 

we ſaw thy ſacred eyes upon us, obſerving 
all whatever we ſay or do. 

Awed by this appyghenſion and by this 
truth, that thou, O God, art witneſs. of all 
our actions, may we be fearful of all that 
can poſſibly be diſpleafing to thee, and in the 
ec midſt of many incitements to evil, ever 
t in I ſtand upon our guard, reſolved not to pleaſe 
nage I ourſelves or others by offending Toes *:; 
are Hence, O Bleſſed Lord, as oftem as we 
and are in company, or at an; encertainments, we 
irgin I beſeech-thee ſo to ſtrengthen us b ary 
grace, that we may yie 55 to n Al de 
neſs. R. We ph thee, hear us. 
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That we may not fo be led by an ungo-. 
verned appetite, as to commit any excels, 
R. We beſcech thee, hear ns. 

That our civility to friends may be con- 
fined within ſuch bounds, as are preſcribed 
by the Goſpel, and not run into any intem- 
perance. R. We beſeech thee, hear us. 

That no weak compliance may draw us 
into any thing that is ſinful, or unbecoming 
our ſtate. R. We beſeech thee, hear Us. 

That we may not be laughed out of our 
duty, or through any human confideration act 
contrary to our conſcience. R. We beſecch 
thee, hear 1s. 

That we may encourage no kind of ex- 
cels, provoking none to intemperance, nor 
ever glory in the barbarous victory of hav- 
ing made brutes of men. R. He beſeech 
thee, hear us. 

That we may govern our inclinations by 
thy law, and not hearken to any, which are 
not agreeable to the moderation and tem- 
-perance of the chriſtian profeſſion. R. ue 
beſeech thee, hear us. 

That we may have a due guard upon 
our words, and take no liberties of ſpeaking, 
nor join in any diſcourſe, which can give 
any offence, either to thee our God, or to 
our neighbour. R. We beſeech thee, hear 11 
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That we may keep our eyes and our ears 
under the ſame reſtraint, and not then pro- 
voke thee by any fin, when we are partaking 
of thy bleſſings. R. We. beſeech thee, bear 
US. 

Give ear to us, O God, in theſe petitions, 
and there mercifully aflilt us by thy grace, 
where we are ſubject to ſuch variety of weak- 
neſs. Leave us not, we beſeech thee, to our 
own infirmities, but by thy grace confirm us 


againſt them, that in' all circumſtances we 


may ſhew ourſelves thy ſervants, and faithful 
obſervers of thy law. 

And ſince in ſuch meetings ten are ge- 
nerally many dangers, therefore, conſidering 
our great weakneſs, we beſeech thee to take 
from us the love of all public feaſting, of 
company and entertainments : Give us a real 
tear of them, as of things likely to be pre- 
judicial to us; and hence, O God, let it be 
much more Our concern, how to decline 
them than how to be preſent at them. 

But whenever there ſhall be ſufficient 
motive for our preſence, then may we fol- 
low the example in this Goſpel, and invite 
thee, O Jeſus, to accompany us at the feaſt, 
that by thee, our converſation may be fanc- 
tified, and nothing be found in us unworthy 
of thy preſence. Grant chis, O Js that 


174 Second Sunday. after Epiphany. 
fo whatever our failings have been in this 
kind, they may be all reformed. - 

DY us at this marriage feaſt hlving wrought 
ihe miracle of changing the water into wine; 
let us now pray he will vouchſafe to _ 
another like miracie in us, of changing ou 
weak, cold, and infipid foul, into a Leh, 


active, and vi porous ſpirit, ſuch as may become 
Foe mami of the lamb. | 


Let Us Pray: 


MOST Merciful and ever Bleſſed Re- 
deemer, who haſt wrought ſo many 
miracles for our ſalvation; behold, we 
beſeech thee, the yet unhappy ſtate: of our 
fouls 3 and ſee if thy charity and goodneſs 
will not move thee to have ſtill CER 
on us. 


Ihe exceſs of thy love for us finners has 


been enough to oblige us to the return of an, 
ardent love to thee, to make us zealous for 
thy honour, and fervent in all that belongs 
to thy ſervice: And yet - behold, O God, 
how tepid, and even cold are we in every 
thing, where thou art concerned! How: 
careleſs in our prayers | How little moved 
withothe thoughts of eternity! How' withbut 
_ reliſh of the common ' exerciſes of piety! 
Socthat while we are tive, as to the things 
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of this world, and on every occaſion diſ- 


cover an earneſt love for it, yet as to thee, 
our God, and only ſovereign good, we have 
little mare than an outward profeſſion; but 
as for the ſigns of loving thee with all our 
heart, and with all our ſoul, where do theſe 
appear amidſt ſo much coldneſs, eln 
and inſenſibility 777 

Hence, O eſus, we have undes to turn 
our prayers to thee, to implore both thy 
mercy and power in our behalf, to change 
water into wine, to change our cold inactive 
ſpirit into a ſpirit of life and vigour, to 
communicate a new ſpirit to us, ſuch as ma 
quicken our hearts with the true love of thee, 
our God, may raite in us a zeal for thy 
glory, and a fincere deſire of coming to 
the poſſeſſion of thee. | 

We are ſenſible how much we are in want 
of this thy mercy, and therefore we now 
join our prayers, and moſt carneſtly lere 
it. 2 

O Father of mercy, have regard to our 
preſent miſery.; and taking compaſſion on 
us, let thy grace be the remedy of our com- 
plaints. R. Have * on us, O Ge) 
and grant our req l. 110 i abaloics 

Take from us, we heſrech thee;: all old 
neſs of ſpirit, which we ſo often find in 
things: belonging to thy ſervices! Rs (Have 


H iy 
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compaſhon on us, O God, and grant 


"_— 

Take from us, we beſeech thee, all _ 
dulneſs and heavineſs of ſpirit, which ſo 
often flats our devotion, and keeps our 
heart from —_— to thee. 'R. Have 
compaſſion on uc, O God, _ grant our 
requeſt. 

Take from us, we beſeech a all that 
immoderate love of worldly things, which 
links our heart to the earth, and takes off 
our affections from our only good. R. Have 
compaſfion on us, O God, and grant our re- 
queſt. 

Take from us, we beſeech thee, all exvele 
of ſelf. love, all exceſs of worldly ſolicitude, 
which ſo much poſſeſs our thoughts, that 
there is little more than an indifferency left 
for heavenly things. R. Have compaſſion on 
us, O God, and grant our reque/t. | 
Take from us, we beſeech thee, the ſpirit 
of floth, and the love of a diſſipated and idle 
life, Wick damp all our propoſals of heaven, 
and render impracticable the rules of a 
chriſtian life. R. Have compaſſion on us, 0 
God, and grant our requeſt. 


And not only thus, O God, but grant us 


likewiſe, we beſeech thee, the «wh of folid 
devotion. * R. Amen. | 
28 "The ſpirit of prayer. R. Amen. 
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The ſpirit of fervour. R. Amen. 

The ſpirit of true zeal. R. Amen. 
A ſpirit thirſting after heavenly things. R. 
Amen. 1 

A ſpurt deſirous to converſe with God. 
R. Amen. 

A ſpirit earneſt in being united to God. 
R. Amen. 

The ſpirit of the new man. R. Amen. 

— theſe our petitions, O God, that 
while we are encompaſſed with this unhappy 
clay, we may be delivered from ſome of that 
weight of corruption, which is a clog upon 
our ſoul, and is ever drawing us down to 
me earth. R. Amen. 

That we may have ſome hope of over- 
coming this world and ourſelves, and of per- 
forming our duties to thee in ſuch a manner 
as to ſind enen in thy ſight, R. 
Amen. 

That we may not be caſt from thee for 
our lukewarmneſs, but ſerving thee with a 
lively ſpirit, may have comfort in our devo- 
tions, and hopes of a happy end. R. Amen. 

Hear us, O bleſſed Redeemer, and having 
wrought ſo many miracles for our ſalvation, 
work this one more in our dull and diſſipated. 
ſouls, that by a new hte we may come to the 
e e N the Lamb. R. Nr 1 LE 
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<3 Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Le us Pray. 
\ LMIGHTY and Everlaſting God, who 


art ſupreme ruler both of heaven and 


earth, mercitully give ear to the prayers of 


thy people, and grant us peace in our days; 
n our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a Son. 
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DEING taught i in as Goſpel how readily, and 

© withgut, any delay, Fefus:\cured;thes leper ; 
bow ſolicitous the Centurion was to nd relief 
for hit ſervant being ſict, and with vhat 
readineſs Jeſus offered to go down to his houſe 
and heal him ; let us hence pray, ibat u may 
be ever ready to give our i Mance to ſuuh as hne 
fick, or in any difireſs, but Nr N 10 _ 

200 are under our care. 
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\ BLFSSED 1091 5 caweld-h into this 

. C# world, not only to redeem: us by qhy 
blood, but likewiſe toteach us by thy — 

ſo to bew us the way of ſalvation; mercifull ö 


— 
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grant we may carefully obſerve thy life, and 


make it the rule of ours, that ſo we may 
bring forth the fruit of thy inſtruction; 0 
of thy great charity to us. 

And this day let it be thy particular mercy 
to us, that we may obſerve thy great charity 
to the ſick, to the poor, and to the diſtreffed ; 
and that thy readineſs was ſuch, as to let 
nothing intervene between their aſking g and 
thy giving relief. 

This; O God, may we not only obſerve, 
but be likewiſe ſolicitous to practice, as often 
as occaſion offers, that ſo-we may ſhew whoſe 
eee we are, and likewiſe what is our 
Hope! © 

But we muſt confeſs our weaknaſs, this 
we cannot do without thy help, becauſe'of 
che r e we have to ante 
We have tc our nature to Aide us, 

which is very often averſe to ſuch offices of 

a charity, and therefore ever willing to find 
reaſons for declining the mortification of | 

them. 

We have ſelf love to diſcourage us, We 
is bent upon ſome more Pleaſin 
taimtlenſ, and therefore hot! willifip tog 
up its own inclinatibns for ine doit 
charity uhich has no reliſh in it.. 
13. T7 | 0444 tabs bu & 10 Hep ® 
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We have pride to diſcourage us, which 
delighting in all that is vain, cannot bear 
the humiliation of ſuch charity, which 
requires ſervice and attendance on inferiors. 

We have the world and cuſtom to diſ- 
courage us, which have made ſuch viſits 


untaſhionable as chriſtianity moſt recom- 


mends. | 

Theſe and many other difficulties we 
have in following the example of thy 
charity, O Jeſus, and therefore we want 
thy help, that by thy grace we may be 
able to perform what a depraved nature, 
and a corrupt World have made Abend 
to us. — 

Help us therefore, we beſeech thee, O 
Bleſſed Redeemer; and when our uſual 
dificulties are perſuading us to depart from 
the example thou haſt given us, then may 
we remember how ſtrict is thy command 
to us of being merciful, and helping the 
diſtreſſed. R. Grant, 0 God, we may res 
member it. 

Then may we remember, how full and 
poſitive are thy promiſes to ſuch as ſhew 


_ mercy. R. Grant, 0 God, we may remem. 


ber it. 

Then may we remember, bew W we 
ſtand in need of thy mercy, both for the 
pardon of our many ſins, and for the relief 
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of our wants. R. Grant, O God, wwe may 
remember it. 

Then may we remember how powerful 
the works of mercy are, for finding mercy 
at the laſt day, and obtaining a place at 
the right hand of the Judge. R. Grant, 0 
God, 4we may remember it. 

Upon theſe motives, O God, may we 
prevail againſt all the difficulties we meet 
in the practice of thy charity, and force 
nature to ſubmit, where our eternal intereſt 
fo much depends upon its ſubmiſſion. 

Let us no more confult nature in cafes 
where thou, O God, haſt ſpoken ſo plain; 
for ſince we have choſen thee for our God, 
what have we to do, but to obſerve thy 
diredions, and perform thy willy 

Help us, O God, in doing thus; aud 
ſince the ways of charity and merey are 
ſo much thy command to us, grant it may 
be our daily ſolicitude to walk in them: 
And in this particularly may we labour fo 
to correct the depraved inclinations of &wr 
foul, till we come to find comfort in thoſe 
exerciſes, which we know to be well- pleaſing 
to thee, and for our own eternal good. 
Grant this, O merciful Lord, that having 
comfort in doing thy will, we may have 


likewiſe the comfort of a well eee 
325 in thy mercy. n 
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The leper mentioned in this Goſpel expreſſing . 
a full 6604p in Chriſt in theſe words, Lord, 1 
thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean; and 
the Centurion expreſſing a firong faith in Chriſt, 
joined with a profound humility in theſe words, 
Lord, I am not worthy thou ſhouldeſt enter 
under my roof, ſay but the word, and 
child ſhall be healed ; let us beg to be confirmed 
in faith, and in hope, that fo, with theſe 


petitioners, we may find the like favour with 


W and io. like fees of our n. 


As or . Ia. us Pray. 

| 1% 
\ GOD, Who gelt how many nk great 
our neceſlities are, and that we can 
obtain no help from thee without a firm 
faith in thy power, and a ſtrong hope in thy 
goodneſs, mercifully increaſe theſe: thy gifts 
in us, that through theſe our prayers finding 
acceſs to thee, we may likewiſe find the 
effect of them in the remedy of all our 
wants. Taft 

Give us, we . thee; a true ſenſe 
of thy ſupreme and infinite power, which 
Hath all things under its command; ſo that 
whatever thou appointeſt muſt be done, 
and there is nothing can reſiſt thy, will. 


| Let our faith, O God, be anſwerable to 


this thy power; ſo that whenever we come 
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9 maniſeſt our neceſſities before thee, we 
may have at the ſame time a full convictions 
and moſt firm faith in our hearts, that thou 
canſt eaſily do what we aſk; that nothing 
is hard to thee; and that what is ſo very 
difficult to us as to draw on deſpair, needs 
no more for thy effecting it than the” only 
beck of thy will. ALD 


Such a faith as this, may thy holy: grace 
quicken in us, as often as we pray; ſo that 
at whatever time we come petitioners into 
thy preſence, we may every one of us ſa 
thus in our heart, I aſk of God, whoſe 
power is infinitely above all that I aſk; he 
nerd no more than command; if thou wilt, 
thou:canſt grant my deſire. 

[1 But beſides our faith, give us, we de⸗ 
ſeech thee, ſuch a ſenſe of thy infinite goods 
neſs, as to have a firm hope in thee; ſueh 
a hope as even to depend on thee, when we 
ſee nothing in ourſelves, or in this world, 
wherein to truſt; ſuch a hope as may reſt 
on thy infinite mercy, compaſhon and good 
neſs, amidſt the darkſome thoughts of our 
own unworthineſs ; ſuch a hope, as when att 
other things fail, fails not with them, but 
ſees enough in che, ' whereon to build "is 
confidence and comfort 

May ſuch a hope, O God, faded oh 
thy divine goodneſs, on the truth of thy 


$1 


in the time of prayer, when we raiſe up 
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promiſes, on thy fidelity, and on che infinite 


merits of our Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, firmly 


poſſeſs our hearts, and be our daily ſupport 
amidſt all the difficulties of life, amidſt the 
ſevereſt trials, amidſt inward dejection, 
amidſt all temptations, in pain and ſickneſs, 
in life, and in death; but moſt particularly 


our: hearts to thee, and manifeſt our defies 
for'the relief of our wants. 

Then, O God, may our hearts be en- 
tivened with a firm faith and a ſtrong hope 
in thee; then may we make our addreſſes 
with inward! comfort, as to our tender 
Father and merciful Lord, whoſe ears are F 
ever open to the eries of the afflicted, and t 


whoſe bowels of compaſſion are ever moved t 


upon their neceſſities, whole por nr is 


6 t. 
on. thee for held. fl 


Thus, O God, in all our trials, nien 
takings and prayers, may our dependence pc 
be entirely on thee, with a faith like that of 
Abrabam. R. Amen. 

With a faith like that of Suſanne R. 
Amen. by 

With a faith like FIR of the Three 
Children. R. Amen. 

With a faith like that of the blefſed Virgin. 
R. Amen, | 


„ 


ree 
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With a faith like that of the — 


5 


With a faith like that of the Leber. R. 
Amen. 


With a faith like that of the Conaneon 


woman. R. Amen. 


With 2 faith like that of the woman, 
who touched the hem of our Saviour's 
garment. R. Amen. 

With a faith like that of Magdalen, R. 


Amen. 


With a faith ke that of the good Thank 
on the croſs. R. Amen. 

Hear us, O God, and perfect us | both 
in faith and in hope, like theſe thy ſervants; 
that as we ſee thy mercy ſoon appearing in 
the grant of their petitions, fo we may have 
the ſame mercy engaged to us, and in thee 
find the remedy of all our neceſſities. 

Thou haſt ſufficiently declared how 
powerful the prayers are, that proceed 
from a lively faith; and that, where the 
heart is ſo prepared, thou canſt not ſtand 
againſt it: Grant therefore, amidit ſo many 
neceſſities, with which we are prefled, we 
may endeavour fo to pray, as is molt likely 
to obtain the grant of our deſires. | 

Let no degree of deſpair have admittance 
within our breaſt ; let all fear, all dejection 
and doubting, be baniſhed from us; that 
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while. we alle we. may not render thee averſe 


to our own petitions, and by our diſtruſting 
heart ſhut up thy mercies againſt us. 
No, bleſſed God, let us aſk as thou haſt 
taught us, let us ſolicit for thy help in ſuch 
a manner, as thou haſt declared to be moſt 
prevailing with thee: And when we defire 
to obtain, let . it be our principal care to 
pray like thoſe who have the effect of 


hte: Send 


9 * Pray. 


| LMIGHTY, and Everlaſting God, mer» 
cifully have regard to our weaknels, 
and — forth the right hand of thy 
Majeſty to our protection. Through our 
Lotd Jeſus Chriſt, Son. 


16 
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7575 * 1 of this day tie, ving . a lde 
that the Diſciples going 0 a hip with Jeſur, 
ſo great a form aroſe, that they were in 
of fi 2 nking while he ſlept. Hence let us make our 
declaration this day, that by following Chriſt, 
and by being faithful to him, ve muft not look 
to be exempt from ſtorms and dangers, but rather 
to Have a- larger ſhare in them thun other, 
© Having obſerved the order of thy Provi- 
deace, O God, we here make our profeſſion 
before thee, that we do not expect thy ſer- 
vice ſhould exempt us from the troubles of 
this life, or that being ſolicitous in keeping 
thy commandments, we ſhould hence be 
privileged againſt the common misfortunes 
of this world. 

No, bleſſed God, we confeſs thy method 
is far otherwiſe ; thou haſt promiſed eternal 
reſt to ſuch as faithfully ſerve thee, and keep 
thy commandments; and this is the recom- 
pence we are to hope for all our labours. 
But as to this life, though thou haſt made 
many promiſes of protection, and of variety 


of bleſſings, yet thou haſt no where pro- 
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miſed the bleſſing of preſent reſt, of temporal 
happineſs, or worldly peace. Thou haſt no 
where promiſed we ſhould be free from pain 
or ſickneſs, from miſcarriages or loſſes, from 


injuſtice or oppreſſion, from infamy or indiſ- 


cretion. | EY 
Rather we muſt own, thy beſt. ſervants 
have fallen under the greateſt weight of müs- 
fortunes. We find. Abel murdered; Jacob 
robbed of his children; M, many 
ways afflicted; . David perſecuted; Daniel 
oppreſled by malice; Sw/anza falſly accuſed; 
Toby ſtruck with blindneſs; the Prophets 
put to death. And who were all thoſe who 
had the trial of cruel mockings and ſcourg- 


ings, of bonds and impriſonment? Who 
were they who were tortured, ſtoned, 


fawn aſunder, flain- with the ſword ? Who 
were they, who wandered about in ſheep- 
' ſkins and goat-ſkins, being deſtitute, afflicted, 
tormented ; who wandered in deſerts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth? 0 0} 

; Theſe were all thy ſervants, O God, who 
had a zeal for thy law, and being fearſul of 
offending thee, choſe to embrace the greatelt 
hardſhips, rather than tranſgreſs thy will, or 
do any thing to thy diſpleaſure ; , And yet, 
O God, being thus faithful to thee, how 
bitter was the cup, which thou gaveſt then! 


IN 


be 


yet, 


10 
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to drink? Through how many Uificult ways, 
through what variety of that, which the 
world calls unhappineſs, miſery and diſtrefs, 
didſt thou lead them? It is is plain, there- 
fore, thy counſels, 'O God, are not like 
thoſe of men; neither are thy mercies ex- 
preſſed according to the dictates of fleſh and 
blood; but while thy enemies enjoy a cer- 
tain peace, thy friends are exerciſed with the 
difficulties of many trials. 
Thus it was in the Old Law; and in the 
New the ſame diſcipline is ſtill more viſible* 
For what was the portion of thy only Son? 


| he knew nothing of that, which the world 


calls peace; he was a man of ſorrows : his 
whole life was a croſs and martyrdom. And 
his Apoſtles, his choſen ſervants and friends, 
to what did he call them? To take up their 
croſs, to bear reproaches and falſe accuſations, 
to become the hatred of the world, to ſuffer 
ſcourges and impriſonment, hunger and 
nakedneſs, infamy, perſecution, 'and the 
moſt cruel deaths; ſo that they, who before 
their faith in Chriſt enjoyed the conveniencies 
of the world, and had a ſhare in its goods 
and its peace, after becoming his diſciples, 
are in a continual ſtorm, and all their lives 


are in danger of being overwhelmed by the 
violence of the waves. 


- tyo Fauth Sunday after Epiphany, 


I. being thus with the - Apoſtles 3 were 
they alone to ſuffer, and all their followers 
to acer, No; as as are united 
with them in faith, are likewiſe called to 
the fellowſhip of the croſs; ; they have the 
promiſe of many trials, and perſecution is 
their inheritance. All, who will live piouſly 
in Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall ſuffer perſecution. + 

And are we then to expect any privilege 
in this kind? No, bleſſed! Lord, it we pro- 
feſs ourſelves. thy diſciples, we muſt expect 
a part in bearing thy croſs; if we follow 
thee, as cloſe as thy Apoſtles did, we muſt 


look. for ſtorms. And theſe are to be ſuch, 


das thou art pleaſed to appoint for us, for 

our trial, for our exerciſe, and for our im- 
1 

If then misfortunes befall us: 

R. F troubles from Strangers, or une 
boil : IT | 

Il pain or fickneſs:. + | „ 

R. If outward ain, inward difor- 
ders 99 


If the perſecution of evil ton 


R. If infamy, falſe accuſation, or 4 ifgrace : 
KJ  difappointments and miſcarnage 3 in our 
undertakings : 


R. If the loſs of friends and the 3 are 
moſt dear to us: 


Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. 191 
If loſſes and remarkable accilletits prer 
pn ruin: ff. Bas 10g. r? 043 n wi 
Wy, is 5 er ter bond to be our por. 
fon +" 25 | 


If we are perſecuted by private malice, or 
public authority: to nt . | 


R. Tf wwe ne deprived bd, "of hg, 


er life + Mn. 


It we are left' in barrenneſs, or ſeem for- 
taken of God: bs | 


R. If all kinds of W 57 and h tri- 
bulation befal u: kin MITES. (38 FONG. 
If any, or all of theſe happen to "bs;"we 
are not to be ſurpriſed} but take 2 as the 
cup thou haſt prepared for us; we are to 
a receive them in ſilence, Decauſs it is tho 
O Lord, haſt done it: and in all we ſuffer, 
| whether juſtly or unjuſtly, we are to remem- 
e der, this is our croſs : and that to bear it 
is the very thing to which we are called. 

But then as the Apoſtles being in danger 
immediately had recourſe to Chrift, cryin out 
ts him, Lord, fave us, or elſe we verith ; fþ 
let us now bex, that in all kind of wreak” rw 25 
ever it be, we may immediately, with the 
Apoſtles, have recourſe to Chriſt, and from 
bim ſeek comfort ane 8592 


%. 


\ 


ws 7 Fourth-Sunday after Epiphany. 
Let us Pray. "x7 


God, by the all-wiſe diſpenſation of 
whoſe providence and juſtice thy ſer- 
vants are to go through many troubles and 
dangers in this life, mercifully grant, that 
whatever ſhall come to our ſhare, we may 
not be ſurpriſed by any weakneſs, but forth- 
with remember from whence all our comfort 
and help is to come. | 
May we then remember immediately to 
turn our hearts to our Redeemer, and calling 
to mind .all his mercies, place our whole 
confidence in him. R. Amen. | 
May we then let no immoderate fears 


4 


ſeize our ſpirits, nor caſt us down below all : 
hope. R. Amen. R 
May we not then yield to paſſion, nor let 

any impatience put our ſouls into diſorder. W 27: 
R. Amen. a 


May we not then open our hearts to grief, 
nor let confuſion and darkneſs ſteal upon us. O 
R. Amen. | 25 
May we let no murmuring complaints be 
heard from our mouths, nor any argument 
appear of any diſtruſt. R. Amen. 

May we not then put our truſt in creatures, 
nor ſeek comfort by any unchriſtian liberties. 


R. Amen. 


May 


ties. 
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May we not then ſeek relief by any un- 
warrantable means, nor injure our conſcience 
for procuring our peace. R. Amen. 

No, Bleſſed Lord; but in time of all 
troubles, may we raiſe our hearts to thee, 
our Lord and our God. 

R. May we call upon thy mercies, and ſeek 
to move upon us thy bowels of compaſſion. 

May we ſend up our cries to thee, and by 
earneſt prayers importune thy goodneſs to 
our help. 

R. May we. fix our eyes upon thee, as our 
only e and place our whole truſt in 
thee. 

May we run to thee, as thy Apoſtles did; 
and with a peaceable ſubmiſſion, wait for the 
eftects of thy mercy. 

R. For we know that all things are ſubject 
to thee, and therefore in thy powerful deliver- 
ance, may we ever find that thou art our Gad. 

Hear now our prayers, we beſeech thee, 
O mercitul God, and grant that this ma 
be our method, as often as any trouble falls 
upon us. Thus has thy mercy taught us; 
and may the corruption of our nature never 
carry us out of this way. | 

But for this, O bleſſed Lord, how much 
do we ſtand in need of thy help! Thou ſeeſt 
how weak we are, and that while we make 


theſe propoſals of patience, and of running 
Vol. XIII. 1 
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to thee in our trouble, how very little is 
enough to put by all Hieſe reſolutions, to fill 
us with diſturbance, impatience, or grief; 
and ſo to darken our ſoul, as to forget that 
ſuffering belongs to us, or that we are to 
ſeek help from thee. | 
Wherefore we beſeech thee, O God of 
infinite mercy, to conſider our great weak- 
neſs, and by thy grace to confirm us againſt 
it. Foreſake us not in the time of trouble, 
nor give us up to the conduct of our own 
raſhneſs or paſſion. Make us then ſenſible 
of our danger, and that while there are 
many ways of miſcarrying, there is but one 


way of true peace, and that is, by ſeeking it 


from thee. 

'To thee therefore may we turn in all 
dangers and troubles, as the Apoſtles did; 
and grant we may do it with a hope like 
theirs, that ſo like them we may ever find 
thee our deliverer or comforter in all our 
misfortunes. | 

Let us Pray. 


GOD, who knoweſt that amidſt fo 
many dangers, through human irailty, 
we are not able to ſubſiſt; grant us health of 
mind and body, that Whatever we ſuffer for 
our ſins, we may overcome by thy aſſiſtance. 


Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, oy SON, 
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Mar. xiii. 24, 30» 


Nx ING taught in this day's goſpel, that in 

the field, where good corn had been ſown, 
there grew up tares ; and that theſe had been 
ſown by the enemy among/t the corn, while the 
915 were aſleep, who ſhou!d have taken care 9 

; let us beg this day of Almighty God, that 
be having planted good ſeed in our fouls, We 
may not by our careleſſneſs give opportunity to 
the enemy, of ſowing his tares in them. 


Let us Pray. 
G and Everlaſting God, who 


haſt ſhewed infinite mercy to us, un- 
worthy ſinners, in planting ſo much good 
ſeed in our hearts, the ſeed of faith, and of 
ſo many graces, by which we are delivered 
from our natural barrenneſs, and prepared 
to bring forth fruit to cternity; give a 
bleſſing, we beſeech thee, to us, who have 
the charge of this feed, and grant that by a 
due care it may grow up, and bring forth 


that fruit,, which thou the heavenly huſband- 
man expecteſt from us. 
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And fince the enemy is ſolicitous to ſow 
tares in our hearts, and is ever upon the 
watch to obſerve all opportunities, that may 
be favourable to his deſign ; grant therefore, 
O molt gracious Lord, that we alſo may be 
upon the watch, and omit no care that can 
be neceſſary for the diſappointment of his 
malice. 

We confeſs, O blefſed Lord, our great 
weaknefs, our blindneſs, or rather ſtupidity 
in this point, who, well knowing the in- 
duſtrious watchfulnels of our enemy for 
ſowing tares in our hearts, are yet ſo very 
careleſs on our parts, in the many opportu- 


nities we give him for effecting his deſigns 
againſt us. 


Theſe ought to be a confuſion to us, who, 


having ſo many reaſons to fear our enemy, 
ſeem rather to bc confederate with him, even 
where his propoſal is of nothing leſs than our 
eternal ruin. Therefore, O God, we here 
beg leave to lay this our weakneſs before 
thee, that the ſight of our folly may make us 
aſhamed of it ; and the humble acknowledg- 


ment of our fin may obtain from thee both 


mercy and help. 

We confeſs therefore before thee, O mer- 
ciful Facher, that we often give opportunities 
to our enemy of ſowing tares in our foul, by 
our frequent dulneis of fpirit, by our great 


A. UA ao 
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ſloth,” and daily neglect. R. We conſeſi this 
our fault before thee, O God, and maſt — 9 
beſeech thee to correct it in us. 

We confeſs likewiſe, that we give him 
opportunities of ſowing tares in our ſoul, by 
our idle, and diſſipated life, and not being 
induſtrious in the good uſe of our time. R. 
We confeſs this oar fault before thee, O God, 
and mojt humbly beſeech thee to correct it in us. 

We confeſs tkewife, that we give frequent 
opportunities to our enemy of ſowing tares in 


our ſoul, by the too great liberty we take in 


converſation and unprofitable company, by 
which we are expoſed to many hurtful im- 
preſſions. R. We confeſs this our fault bes 


fore thee, O God, and moſt humbly beſeech the 


to correc it in us. 


We confeſs likewiſe, we give him frequent 


opportunities of ſowing tares in our ſoul, by 
the undue liberty of our thoughts, by out 
unprofitable amufements, and idle imagina- 
tions. R. We confeſs this our fault before 
thee, O God, and moſt humbly beſeech thee 40 
correct it in us. 

We contets likewiſe, we give him frequent 
opportunities of ſowing tares in our cowl, by 
the many paſhons to which we. open our 
hearts, and by which they are fitted for all 
his ſnares. R. Ne confeſs this our fault before 


1 1 
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thee, O God, and meſt 1 beſeech thee to 


correct it in Us. 

We confeſs likewiſe, we give him frequent 
opportunities of ſowing tares in our ſoul, by 
our too great curioſity in hearing. and ſee- 
ing, and reading, what is unprofitable ; by 
our immoderate fondneſs of the world, love 
of vanity, and the deſire of courting. our 
ſenſes, and pleaſing ourſelves. R. We con- 
fejs this our fault before thee, O God, and moſt 
humbly bejeech thee to correct it in us. 


We confeſs likewiſe, we give him frequent | 


opportunities of ſowing tares in our ſouls, by 
our tepidity and neglect of prayer, by giving 
ear to ill adviſers, by being too poſitive in 
our own ways, and avoiding or neglecting 
thoſe who are our beſt directors, and trueſt 
friends. R. We confeſs this our fault before 


tee, O God, and 1 humbly beſeech thee to 


correctit in Us. 

By iheſe, and many other ways, 0 God, 
we give advantage to the enemy, and there- 
fore we cannot pretend to be ſurpriſed at 
finding ſo many tares in our ſouls ; neither 
can we cry out with the fervants in this 
Goſpel; Lord, didft not thou ſow good ſeed in 
the Feld: ? Whence therefere has it tares* For 
we know very well from whence the tares 
come. We confeſs it, O God, it is from 
our own floth, from our general careleſſneſs 
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and negle&, and from our infinite indiſcre- 
tions, by which we lay open our hearts to 
our enemy, and not only give ham opportu- 
nity, but even invite him to come and ſow 
his tares. 

This, O bleſſed Lord, is too mak the 
truth of our caſe: And therefore what ac- 
count ſhall we give to thee of the field of our 
ſouls left us in charge? Thou haſt planted it 
with good feed, and commanded us to watch, 
that ſo it may improve under our eare, and 
grow up to a plentiful harveſt. This is our 
charge; ; but, O God, how faithleſs are we 
in it, while we uſe ſo very little care, and 
inſtead of being watchful leave all open to the 
deſigns of a watchful and malicious enemy:3 

And though ſuch be the order of thy 
providence, that the tares are tolerated for 
a time, and permitted to grow up mixt with 
the good corn, yet how little is the comfory 
of this, ſince they are only ſpared in couſi - 
deration of the good corn, and 'this-for à 
time only, till harveſt comes, when this ſens 
tence already pronounced is to be executed 
againſt them, Of we, tied up, ag 5 ints 
the re 7: * 

And is this to be my las if Swing up 
amongſt the good corn, I become as a tare} 
() Jeſus, thou haſt pronounced i it, and being 
judge of the . and the dead, thy ſentence 


I iv 


200 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. 


muſt ſtand good for all eternity. And it is 
for this ſentence I am preparing, if by my 
car eleſſneſs I lay myſelf open to the enemy, 
and give him the occaſion of ſowing tares in 
my ſoul; for what muſt I unavoidably thus 
become, but one of theſe here ſignified by 
the ares, which is a corrupt and ſinful chriſ- 
tian! 

O Bleſſed Jeſus, who cameſt for the ſalva- 
tion of ſinners, have mercy on me, I beſeech 
thee, and give me thy grace to prevent this 
- unhappineſs. Give me grace to be more 
careful in the charge thou haſt left me, and 
more watchful againit the enemy. For 
though the wicked ſhall never wholly. be fe- 
parated {rom the juſt till the day of judgment ; 
yet every particular chriſtian, though a 
finner, may depart from the company of the 
wicked, and forfaking his evil ways, may 
return to his duty, and thou, O God, haſt 
promiſed to receive him. | 
Since this may be, and what 1s now tare 
may through thy mercy become good corn, 
ſhew this mercy to us thy ſervants, and by 
the direction of thy grace may we take ſuch 
ways, as to diſpoſſeſs the devil of whatever 
power he has over us, and by a watchful eye 
cut off all thoſe opportunities, we have hither- 
to given him, for ſowing tares in our ſouls. 
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For this end grant, O God, we beſeech 
thee, that we may have a true ſenſe of our 
own weakneſs, and of the great danger in 
which we are, of being drawn into ares by 
the enemy. 

Hence may we ever keep a {tr rict guard 
upon ourſelves, and not go on with that con- 
fidence and ſecurity, as hitherto we have 
done. Rather 'may vre learn to fear, and 
be jealous of our own inclinations, of our 
defires, and of all the ways, that ſeem pleaſ- 
ing to us, and not be too confident of a 
ſeeming innocence. 

It is by being too bold and credulous, we 
have hitherto been deceived; and it is only 
by being more careful in our ways, we can 
poſſibly recover from our preſent unhappi- 
neſs. Help us therefore, O God, in this 
part of chriſtian wiſdom, and teach us by a 
due watchfulneſs to examine all our ſteps. 

Deliver us likewiſe, we beſeech thee, from 
all that floth and lazinefs of ſpirit, by whic1 
we have . hitherto given advantage to our 
enemy ; and quicken us now with new life, 
that we may no more with tepidity perform 
the duties of eternity, but find fervour and - 

eal to carry us on in all the exerciſes. of 
religion, and through all the obligations of a 


chriſtian life. 
I y 
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Hear us, O moſt gracious Lord, in this 
petition, and mercitully grant what we now 
aik, ſince it is only by becoming more 
watchful and fervent, we can be delivered 
from the unhappy character of being tares in 
thy field, and from that ſentence of terror 
pronounced againlt them. | 


Let us Pray 


RESERVE, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 

thy people- by thy conſtant mercy, that 
confiding only in the ſupport of thy heavenly 
grace, they may be always: ſafe under thy 
protecticn. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
thy Son. . 
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NO taught in this day's Goſpel, that the 
13 kinzdom of heaven is like a grain of muſt- 
erd-ſecc, which when ſown is the leaft of all 
ſeeds, but grown up. ts the greateft amorg herbs 
and becomes à tree, ſo that the birds of the air 
lodge in its branches; hence. let us ger our 
prazers ts Almighty God, that where's cur 
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profeſſion is to ſeek him and. his kingdom, we may 
ſeek him according to the direction of this Goſpel, 
in the little and contemptible things of this world, 
with the hopes of what they are to be afterwards 
in their growth. 


Let us Pray. 


GOD, who haſt taught us in this goſpel 
how we are to ſeek thee and thy King- 
dom, mercifully grant that from thee we 
may take directions how to ſind thee; and 
that whatever our natural inclinations be, 
we may not let theſe prevail againit what 
thou haſt been pleaſed to teach us. 
Hence, O bleſſed God, ſince thou haſt 
made choice of the mean and inc afiderable 
things of this world as the trueſt reſemblance 
of thy kingdom, and as the proper means: 
to find it; ſo mercifully diſpoſe our hearts, 
we beſeech thee, that we may with ſatisſac- 
tion embrace thoſe ways which tliou haſt re- 
commended, and be afraid of all that which 
ſeems contrary to the choice thou haſt made. 
This we have reaſon to atk, becauſe thou, 
O Lord, art all-wife, and haſt not only a 
perfect knowledge of us, but likewiſe of 
what-is beſt for us, in order to our eternal 
good; whillt we, poor, blind, and unhappy 
worms, neither know ourſelves, nor Gdi'ce.n 
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the things that are for our good, and much 
leſs have a reliſh of them. 

What way therefore can be ſafe for us in 
this our dangerous and uncertain ſtate, but 
to follow thy direction, to be afraid of in- 
clination, and all that we can call ourſelves, 
and to depend on thee! How ſecure ſhould 
we walk, notwithſtanding all our blindneſs, 
in following thee. our guide! What comfort 
ſhould we find in ſuch ſecurity, amidſt all 
the ſtruggles of an uneaſy nature. 

Hear us, therefore, O God, in this parti- 
cular, and where nature carries us with ſuch 
an univerſal contradiction to what thou ad- 
viſeſt, give us ſtrength to ſtand againſt it, 

and notwithſtanding all its flattering impreſ- 
ſions, ſtill to make thy goſpel our guide. 
Hear us in this, and mercifully give us 
grace according to our wants; for great 
grace is neceſſary where our wants are great. 

Give us grace, O God, whereby may be 
diminiſhed in us the love of all whatever the 


world eſteems great. R. Be merciful to Us, 


O God, and give us this grace. 

Give us grace, O God, whereby may be 
diminiſhed in us the defire of being eſteemed 
or regarded by the world. R. Be merci . 
to 1s, O God, and give us this grace. 

Give us grace, O God, not to value the 
eſteem of the world, and bt to be ſolicitous 
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for any of thoſe things, by which its eſteem 
is to be gained. R. Be merciful to us, O God, 
and give us this grace. 

Give us grace, O God, whereby our hearts 
may be prepared to underſtand, and have a 
true value for the contemptible things of this 
world which thou haſt choſen. R. Be mer- 
ciful to us, O God, and give us this grace, 

Give us grace, O God, to chuſe the 
ways of humility, both inwardly in our 
hearts, and outwardly before men. R. Be 
merciful to us, O God, and give us this grace. 

Give us grace, O God, to embrace, with 
chocrfalnels all thoſe thy appointments or 
accidents, which ſeem defigned for our hu- 
miliation. R. Be merciful to us, O God, and 
give ts this grace. 

Give us grace, O God, to accept and bear 
with comfort all reproaches and contempts 
from men; and when we ſeem, even unjuſtly, 
. to be leſſened, then teach us to rejoice. R. 

Be merciful to us, O God, and give us this 
' grace. | 
Give us grace, O God, to remit all natural 
poſitiveneſs and ſtiffneſs in our own ways, 
and ever to yield to others, rather than con- 
tend, where it may be done without injury 
to truth or juſtice. R. Be merciful to us, O 
God, and give us this grace. 
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Give ear to us, O God, in theſe particu- 
lars, and convince us in this important con- 
cern, how much more powerful thy grace is 
than nature, by obliging it to yield to thy 
holy will. & 

And whenever it comes to the trial, 
making oppoſition againſt what thou halt 
preſcribed, then, O mereiful Lord, vouch- 
ſafe to quicken in us a lively faith of what 
thou haſt promiſed, and give us courage 
to break through all the diſticulties that are 
raiſed againſt us 

Then, O God, when we are in bumbling 
eircumſtances, may we remember the im- 
menſe growth of this little ſeed, and that 
what ſeems contemptible, is the proper ex- 
om for becoming great with thee, that 
t is the true way to enlarge the foul, to 
make it capable of heavenly bleſſings, and 
to become the abode of thy Holy Spirit, and 
of all the graces that attend him. 

Then may we remember, that the way 
of humility is what thou, O Jeſus, haſt 
choſen, that thou didſt chuſe it for thyſelf, 
and haſt given command to us to learn of 
thee, and follow thy ſteps. Thou, O divine 
Redeemer, waſt pleaſed to be humbled in all 
ways, and to become as a little ſeed in the 
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growth, when, for being . humbled, thou 
waſt exalted to the right hand of the Father? 
May this now, O Jeſus, be our only am- 
bition, to defire the greatneſs of heaven ; and 
may we ſeek it by tracing thy ſteps, as thou 
haſt preſcribed ; now may we be content to 
be humbled, and rejoice under the hope of 
the exaltation thou haſt promiſed. 

Chrift, our Redeemer, having likewiſe de 
W in this goſpel, that the kingdom f heaven 
is like io a leaven, which a woman took, and 
hid in three meaſures of meal, till the whole 
was leavened ; let us likewiſe beg that our-fouls 
may ſo partake of the ſpiritual leaven, as to 
become wholly leavened and ſpiritual»  _. 

We contels, O God, here before thee, 
that great is our natural corruption, and 
that hence our ſouls are ſo very heavy and 
dull, that ſinking to the earth, they are of 
themſelves incapable of being raiſed to the 
love or deſire of heavenly things. 

But thou, O merciful Father, haſt had 
compaſſion on us, and bountitully provided 
us with help; thou haſt provided us with a 
fpiritual leaven, by which our natural heavi- 
neſs being removed, we may become ſpiri- 
tual, and our ſouls be raiſed above the earth, 
even to the deſire of being united to thee. 

This leaven is the word of the goſpel, 
which is the word of life : This leaven is 
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thy Holy Spirit, O God, working in the 
heart of a finner : This leaven is the holy 
Euchariſt, which is the nouriſhment of a 
chriſtian foul. Theſe different forts of leaven 
has thy divine wiſdom found out, for chang- 
ing this heavy clay, and communicating to 
this fleſh a new life, even ſo as to make it 
live by the ſpirit. 

And this it is we now aſk of thee, O God, 
that whereas thou haſt been ſo merciful in 
the proviſion thou haſt made for us, this 
ſpiritual leaven of thy holy word, thy Hol 
Spirit, and holy Euchariſt, may be received 
in our hearts, and have its effect there till 
the whole become leavened. 

Till we find the effect of it in all the facul- 
ties of our ſouls, and ſenfes of our bodies; 
till we ſind our affections and deſires raiſed 
above the earth, and thirſting after eternal 
goods; till we find our heart panting after 
thee, our God; till we find our eyes, our 
ears, our tongue, and all our outward man, 
brought into ſubjection to the ſpirit. 

In this manner, O heavenly Father, we 
deſire to find the effects of this ſpiritual leav- 


en; for we muſt confeſs it to be a confuſion 
to us, that having the faith of thy word 


in our hearts, and fo often received the 
bread of life, the effects of it appear fo very 
little in us; but that ſtill the bent of our 
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hearts is to the èarth, and our converſation 
is ſtill ſo worldly. | 

O God! When ſhall we find a change! 
When {hall this weight of earth be taken 
from our hearts, and thy ſpiritual leaven 
begin to work in us ſome better effects! It 
is a reproachful thing to reflect how much 
we believe, and how many helps thy fatherly 
bounty has provided for us, and yet how 
very inconſiderable effects can be diſcovered - 
in us of all whatever thou haſt done? 
But that (till ſelf-love, the fleſh and the 
world, are as prevailing in us, as if we had 
been no part of thy care, and thy Goſpel 
had taught us to ſeek no other heaven, but 
that of here ſeeking ourſelyes, and pleaſing 
the world, 

This, O God, we have reaſon to lament, 
and with the tears and ſighs of an afflicted 
ſpirit to importune for help. Help us 
therefore, we beſeech thee, O merciful 
Lord, and have compattion on us; hear 
now our prayers, and let our deſires aſcend 
betore thee, and open the treaſures of thy 
mercies upon us. | 

Thou haſt provided a ſpiritual leaven, 


| behold we open our breaſts to receive it; 


hide it, we beſeech thee, in our hearts, 
and give a bleſſing to it, that it may work 
its effect in us, that our weight of cor- 
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ruption being removed, we may become 
wholly leavened, according to the deſign 


of thy mercy. Hear us, O God, and give 
a bleſſing to us. 


Let r Pray. 


RANT, ve beſeech thee, Almi hey 
God, that continually modiening on 
things that are juſt and reaſonable, we may 
both in word and work perform what is 


acceptable to. thee. Through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


SEPTUAGESIMA-SUNDAY. 


Mar. XX. I., 16. 


BEING YT in this day's Goſpel, that the 

kingdom of heaven is like a man who went 
forth to hives: workmen into his vineyard, and 
- promiſed them the reward of their labour; let 
us beg of Almighty God, this day, that we 
may © truly ſenſible of our vocation ; that we 
are called to labour in a vineyard, and that 
our labour is io continue till the evening of 
this life, which is the time of receiving our 
Lire. 


Septuageſima-· Sundays. 2211 
Let us ? ＋ ay: 


Ann and everlaſting God, who 
haſt given to every one of us the 


charge of our ſoul, and called us to labour 
in it, as in the care of a vineyard; grant, 
in thy mercy, we may faithfully obey thy 
call, and that we may be wanting in no part 
of that labour, which is neceſſary for its 
bringing forth fruit in due ſeaſon. 

We are very ſenſible, that as the earth 
being accurſed through ſin, brings not forth 
fruit but in the ſweat of. the brow ; fo like- 
wiſe that the ſoul of man is under the ſame 
penalty, and being corrupted through ſin, 
requires as great labour to become fruitful, 
as the earth on which 1t lives. 

We are ſenſible that our ſoul naturall 
abounds with thorns ; with pride, ſenſuality, 
ſloth, ſeli-love, and the love of the. world; 
that theſe cannot be rooted out, nor their 
growth peroneal but with great labour. 
R. We confeſs, O God, upon this account 
there is a neceſſity of great watch fulneſs and 


labour. 


We are ſenſible that our converſation 
| with the world, its general practice, its 


example and diſcourſe, all help to confirm 
in us our natural corruption and barrenneſs, 
and that the miſchief of theſe cannot be 
prevented but with great labour. R. We 
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amidſt ſuch variety of corruption, to plant 


confeſs, O God, upon this account there is a 
neceſſity of great watchfulneſs and labour. 
We are ſenſible how very difficult it is, 


in our ſouls thoſe excellent virtues of charity, 


humility, purity, patience, with all thoſe 
others which the Goſpel requires ; and that 


this cannot be done but with great labour, 
R. We confeſs, O God, on this account there 


is a neceſſity of great watchfulneſ; and labour. 

We are ſenſible that whatever improve- 
ment we make in our ſouls, we are ſtill 
expoſed to ſo many dangers, that all muſt 
neceſſarily be again overthrown, if it be not 
prevented by daily labour. R. We confeſs, 


O Goa, on this account there is a neceſſi 7% of 
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great waichfulneſs and labour. 

We are ſenſible our weakneſs is ſo very 
great, and our enemies ſo very induſtrious, 
ſo ſubtle, and ſo very many, that we can 
have no ſecurity from certain ruin without 
great labour. R. Me confeſs, O God, on this 
account there is a neceſſity of great watchfulneſs 
and labour. 

On theſe and many other like accounts, 
we confeſs, O God, there is fo great a 
necefiity of labouring in the vineyard; that 
is, in the care of our ſouls, that idleneſs 
ſeems to-be nothing leſs than the ſource of 
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damnation, and without labour there can be 
nothing hoped favourably of eternity. 

Grant therefore, O Lord, we beſeech 
thee, that according to our many and great 
neceſſities, ſo we may be watchtul and 
laborious, that the vineyard, into which 
thou haſt called us to labour, may not be 
ruined for want of our care. R. We beſeech 
thee, hear us. | 5 

That it may not be expoſed to beaſts of 
prey, for want of our keeping a due fence 
about it. R. We beſeech thee, hear us. 

That it may not become barren for want 
of pruning, or cutting off what is ſuperflu- 
ous, and hinders its bringing forth fruit. 
R. We beſeech thee, hear us. 

That it may not be over-grown. with 
briars and thorns, through want of our 
labour, through our careleſſneſs or neglect. 
R. We beſeech thee, hear us. 

Mercifully hear us, O Lord, we beſeech 
thee, in theſe particulars, that we'may not 
be wanting in fo great-a charge, to which 
thou haſt called us. We ſee plainly there 
is an abſolute neceſſity of labouring where 
the ſoil is ſo very difficult and barren, where 
there are ſo many things to hinder the growth 
of whatever is planted ; and therefore that 
it muſt be a great crime to be idle, where 
there is ſo much work to be done. 


, 
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Have therefore regard to us, O thou 
heavenly huſbandman, to whom the vine- 
yard belongs; and ſince thou haſt called us 
to work in it, mercifully grant us ſuch a 
ſpirit, as is neceſſary ſor the charge, to 
which we are called. 

Grant us, we beſeech thee, a laborious 
ſpirit. R. Amen. 

The ſpirit of care and Er R. 

Anen. 

I be ſpirit of nde R. Amen. 
The ſpirit of conſideration, to examine 
| what we have to do. R. Amen. 

A ſpirit ſolicitous to perform well, what- 
ever we have to do. R. Amen. 

Grant us, O God, we beſeech thee, fach 
a ſpirit, that being thus mercifully aſſiſted 

by thy grace, both in proportion to our 
weakneſs, and to our work, we may faith- 
fully perform, what we have undertaken, 
and at the evening of our life, wait for the 
hire thy goodneſs has promiſed to us. 

And fince thou haſt here informed us, 
that all are not called into the vineyard at 
the fame time, but ſome very early, even 
from their youth, others later, in the mid- 
dle of their days, others in the evening, 
when old age has made the time of their 
labour but ſhort ; grant we may not diſturb 


ourſelves about the time of our being called, 
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neither preſuming upon the many years of 
our labour, nor lofing our hope, upon the 
ſhortneſs of it, but only be ſolicitous upon 
this one point, of being faithful in our la- 
bour, from the time of our being called. 
This thy mercy and juſtice demand of us, 
for though to be idle before our call, muſt 
be ſet down as a great misfortune, yet to be 
idle after it, muſt be certainly the greater 
crime, and therefore being truly ſenſible of 
this injuſtice, we here humble ourſelves in 
thy preſence, confeſſing to thee the long 


time we have ſtood idle, even after thou 


hadſt manifeſted thy wil! to us, and called 
us to work. : 

O God! How many months, and even 
years are now palt, ſince thy mercy firſt 
called upon us to labour in thy vineyard, 
and thy heavenly 1ight diſcovered to us the 
many duties in which we were to labour! 
How many are theſe years, and how very 
little have we truly laboured! How many 
months have gone over us, wherein we have 
lived unmindful of the labour to which we 
were called? How long have we neglected 
the vineyard, and left it open to the rapine 
of wild beaſts? How long have we buſied 
ourſelves in running after vanities and folly, 
and left the vineyard to the barrenneſs and 
deformity of a wilderneſs ? 
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Very great, O God, has been our in- 
— — in this point, by which we have 
grieyoully ſinned and proyoked thy anger 

ainſt us. But behold, now bumbling 
ourſelves in the confuſion of our guilt, we 
implore thy mercy, and beſeech thee to for- 

ve us. Forgive us, O God of mercy, 
and through the infinite merits of thy only 
Son, let this our iniquity be blotted out. 
It has been our great ſin, that we have ſo 
long neglected our charge; but have mercy 
on us now, we beſeech thee, and give us 
ſuch powefful grace, that we may no longer 
Rand idle, nor admit of any farther delays 
after this thy call. 

We acknowledge this thy mercy to us, 

by which we are at preſent put in mind, not 
only of our paſt neglects but likewiſe of thy 
ſummons, . which now calls us to work. 
Grant, O God, we may obey this ſummons, 
and enter ſeriouſly upon the work which we 
have ſo long undertaken, and ſo long 
neglected. R. Amen. 
Grant we may carry it on with ſuch re- 
ſolution, that no flatteries of the fleſh or the 
world may any more prevail with us, either 
to interrupt or delay it. R. Amen. 

Grant we may not ceaſe to work, as lopg 
as we obſerve any evil remaining in us. 
R. Amen. 
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Grant we may not be tired or diſcoura 


though after all our labour we {till find fur-- 


prifing evils appearing in us. R. Amen.” 

Graat we may labour all our mo, ſince 
as long as we live, there will be {till a 
neceſſity of labouring. R. Amn. 

Grant that amongſt all our labour, thy 

promiſes may ever ſupport our ſinki 
minds, and encourage us wa hope. R. 
Amen. 
Grant theſe our cribs, 'O God, and 
let no weakneſs, we beſeech thee, ſo far 
prevail in us, as to put us out of the method 
we now ſee to be ſo neceſſary for us. We 
ſee an «bſolute neceſſity of labouring i in the 
affairs of our fouls, and that an idle life is ſo 
contrary to our profeſſion, that it cuts off 
all hopes of that recompence, which is given 
only to labourers. 

Let thy grace, therefore, O God, now 
apply us tor our work; now at this time 
when the church calls us to labour and 
penance, .. may we be aſhamed. of all the 
ways of idleneſs, and ſo perſevere with the 
endeavours of an induſtrious ſpirit, as to 
hold on amidſt: all temptations and dif- 
couragements ; till the evening comes, when 


thou thalt call the labourers to receive their 
hire. Amen. 
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TE beſcech 58 0 Lord, e 
hear the prayers of thy people; that 
we, who are juſtly afflicted for our ſins, may 
tor the glory of thy name be mercifully de- 
livered. e our Lord e Chriſt, 
thy Son. 


5 een 


FY IF © N 54 
* w # wi 


Lok E- viii. 4 15. 


THIS 4 s - goſdel propoſe ing to ts "the 0 
of the ſower, whoſe ſeed falling upon the way 
ide, upon a rock, and among thorns, brought 
not farth fruit, and this ſeed. being expounded 
by Chriſt to be the ꝛword of God ; let ws, beg, 
this day, that this part of the parable. may nat 
be verified in us, and that the ſeed of God's 

word may not thus be ſoued in vain in our 
hearis. 
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acknowledge it, O God, an u- 
ment of thy infinite love to us, that 
thou haft manifeſted thy holy word to us; 
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that thou haſt diſcbvered to us thy will, 
ſhewed us the way of faith, and of thy 
ebmmandments, thi ht us the paths of 
tice, and of life rab that we thavs 9 
portunities of this ſeed being wn in our 
hearts by reading and by hearing; that thou 
often ſpeakeſt to our hearts by 8200 — 


by communicating to us new light, in ina 
ous, and defires of good. 


*Theſe, O God, are the effects of thy 
mercy to us, and being ſo much good ſeed, 
we beg thy grace to prepare our hearts to 
receive it; and not only to receive it, but ſo 
that there may be no kind of indiſpoſition 
found in us, to hinder the due grawth of 
this feed, and prevent that fruit, which is 
Si r om tt. 

ts e cherefore, 0 bleſſed Lord, we nr 

J grace of thee, that our hearts may no no 
uo like, the highway, where the ſeed 80 
falls is ſoon Wampe under foot, or devour- 
ed by the birds of the air. | 

We beg our hearts may not thus le open 
without a fence, and without being àe- 
cuſtomed to any kind of recollection. For 
we oy plainly tNEre* ig ho reed of more, for 
ren eee all the ſeed uſeleſs nowey | 
| "Phat 180 BY. ih du 07 by TY 
e bitter and diverſity df wor 
ot! bf butittels, the 
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ſucceſſion - of employments, though with no 
appearance of evil, the new projects which 
follow cloſe one upon another, the circle of 
divertiſements, of amuſements, and of va- 
nity, are enough to lay the heart open to 
the reſemblance of a highway, to make void 
all good deſigns, and take from it all the 
divine feed. 

Grant us therefore, 0 God, ſuch A ſpirit 
of diſcretion, that, amidſt the buſineſs and 
entertainments of the world, we may be 
careful to cut off all degrees af exceſs, and 
keep all in that due moderation, that we 


may preſerve an inward calm of mind, and 


ſuch a ſeaſonable recollection of ſpirit, that 
whatever good ſeed is fown in our hearts, 
may not be trampled on or devoured, but be 
fruitful to life eternal. 

A ſecond petition we make. to thee, O 
Lord, that our hearts may not be like the 


| ſtones, where the feed falling and ſhooting 


forth, were ſoon dried up for want ni moiſ- 


ture. 

For this end we moſt earneſtly deſvoch 
thy goodneſs, to preſerve us from all hard- 
neſs of heart, and from every thing that is 
capable of hardening us againſt the motions 


of thy grace, and the impteſßons of thy 


holy law. 
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We know ill cuſtoms have this illi effect 


upon the heart, to harden it againſt all the 


attempts of good, and to put it in danger 
of deſpiſing whatever propoſals can be made 
for its advantage: Deliver us therefore, we 
beſeech thee, e all ſinful cuſtoms, and 
may it be our daily endeavour to ſtand 
againſt them. OT any” 
Me know too the exceſs of any paſſion is 
apt to harden the heart; and though under 
this indiſpoſition it may receive the ſeed of 
God's word, yet with little hopes of fruit, 
whilſt the violence of paſhon hinders it from 
taking root. Deliver us therefore, we be- 
ſeech thee, from all immoderate paſſion, and 
may it be our daily endeavour to be watchful 
againſt it, that ſo we may not be hardened 
againk thy word. i v6 ou ha fate a 
(See, O Lord, my heart before thee, is as 
8arth;{ without water; may the dew. of thy 
grace fall upon it, and make it ſpring forth 
int a fountain of fears of true penance. 
Another petition we make to thee, O 
God, that our, hearts may not be like the 
ground, in which thorns, growing up with 
the-corn, choked, it. 
And ſince thou, O Jeſus, haſt here ex- 
pounded thy own words, and declared, hat 
by the thorns, here mentioned, are ſignified | 
the riches, and. pleaſures, and cares of this 
| | K. 1 
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world; that theſe choke up the corn, and 
hinder it from coming to perfection; grant 


we may be watchful againſt theſe, ſo that 
thoy never take root in our hearts. 


Grant we may be ever upon the anand, 


and fearful of theſe three paſſions, ſince what- 


ever arguments we can find to juſtify them, 
we have reaſon enough from thy words to 
fear them: It is thou, O jeſus, the eternal 


Truth, haſt poſitively declared them to be 


thorns; what muſt it be to diſpute after this, 
but the effect of a ſtill greater paſſion, even 
of eee heart, of dündneſi, and _— 
My zu 54151 tri 
And what if with a hat this diſordered, 
there be found at times a love of God's 
word, a deſire to hear it, and a lively ſenſe 
of duty upon hearing it! ? What if the heart 
be ſometimes moved. with good deſires, and 
ſome good works appear? This may be 
enough to flatter a foul with hopes that is 
willing to be deceived: But, O God, how 
far is this from that ſolid peace, which __ 
By be the comfort of a chriſtian ſoul | 
For is not this the very thing here 8 


clated, that the Thorns grow up with the 


good ſeed, and that for a time they ſubſiſt 
together? That with the love of richet and 
pleaſures; and with the exceſs of cares, there 
may good ſced not only appear but even grow 
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foo. But where are che hopes, where the 
comfort of this, when the very next declara- 
tion is, that ſuch good ſeed, thus growing 
up, will come to nothing but be choked 
up by the thorns, that grow together with it? 

This being the fate of the good ſeed 
amongſt thorns, preſerve us, we beſeech 
thee, O merciful Lord, from theſe thorns: 
Baniſh from our hearts the love of money, 
the immoderate defire of worldly intereſt 
and gain, and grant we may not in this 
point impoſe upon ourſelves, by making a 
defence for covetouſneſs under the cover of 
providing for neceſſaries. Deliver ue 0 
God, from this thorn: 

Shew mercy likewiſe in helping u us to root 
out of our hearts all immoderate love of 
pleaſure, and in taking from us the deſire 
of a ſoft, idle, and effeminate life. Grant 
we may with reſolution deny ourſelves in all 
ſuch inclinations, ſince yielding to theſe, is 
encouraging the growing of thoſe thorns, 
which will choke up the ſeed of eternal life. 
Deliver us likewiſe from all exceſs of 
worldly ſolicitude, and give us ſuch a chriſ- 
tian moderation, that while we ſatisfy juſtite 
by being faithful to the obligations 'oÞoyr 
ſtate, we may not exceed our | bobndd}>not 
vpen our hearts, under the pretence of 'tare, 
40 all the CS a ſolicuous ſpirit. 
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Shew favour to us, O Bleſſed Lord, in 
the grant of theſe petitions, becauſe thoſe 
evils are the greater ſnares which are con- 


ſiſtent with ſome degrees of piety, and bear 


not the characters of open wickedneſs in 
their face. Hence, O God, we have reaſon, 
to fear ourſelves; and this the more, becauſe 


thou haſt declared them to be of ſuch perni- 


cious nature, that wherever the heart is o 
to them, it becomes like a barren foil ; and 
though it has the beſt feed ſown upon it, 
yet ſtill remains without fruit. 

O God ! How unhappy is'the ſtate, where 
the heart remains thus barren, and the ſeed 


of eternal life becomes no improvement to it! 


Deliver us, we beſeech thee, Won chis un- 


happineſs. 


And if it be thy bleſſed Will, grant clit 
our hearts through the power of thy grace, 
may become like good fin £ which re- 


ceiving the ſeed, brings fo fruit an hun- 
dred fold. | 


Let it be therefore thy mercy to us, to 


give us a $000 and ſincere heart, ſuch as is 


ſeniible of its corruption and barrenneſs, 


groans under the weight of its own miſery, 
and ſighs for the'eſtabliſhment of thy grace. 

Give-us ſuch a heart,” as efteems it a hap- 
pineſs to _ the ſeed of thy word, wy 


| : 
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therefore hungers after it; ſuch a heart, as 
TE lin Keepie it, by meditating on g 
thy law, day and night; ſuch a heart, as 
brings forth the fruit of it in patience, wait. 
ing thy time, and with reſolution ſtandin 
faithful amidſt the combats; whether of its 
own corruption, or from the malice of men 
Me cannot but tremble, O Gad, when 
we reflect how very little fruit we bring forth, 
and hence have reaſon to fear, that we are 
not that good ground which makes plentiful 
returns of the good ſeed, that is ſown upon 
it. Give us therefore, we beſeech thee, thy 
bleſſing, that our hearts may be no longer a 
barren ſoil, that they may not lie open like 
a highway, nor be hardened like ſtones, nor 
overgrown with thorns, but that, like 8 
ground, they may receive thy holy word 
and light, and bring forth fruit a hundred 
fold. Amen. | Fa 


| Let us Pray. 


GOD, who ſeeſt that we place not our 
AF. truſt in any action of our own, merci- 
fully grant, that, under the protection of 
the doctor of the Gentiles, we may be de- 
fended againſt all adverſities. Through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy ſon, our Lord. 
COS 7 3 1 
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19 N* this dae Coe! 2 2 dleclares to 
* his Apoſtles, that be vas ld be apprebon- 
: ded and 1 a malefactar into the 
* bands of the Gentiles; that he was ts be ſcourg- 
ed, "mocked, and ſpit upon, and then put to 
dend, and ibis being made choice of by the 
Uhurch fan our inſruct ion this day, e 
, Almighty God, that .now. we may | duly cg 
Ader the ſufferings pr of Chriſt, and the. — of 
bits bumiltation, and thus prepare: fer the due 
\' 6bſervuation of the two days following, and like- 
viſe of the rer WO ne We. arg mu 
ever. , | oil 38 36-28) N 
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% GOD, boy whoſe merey and goodneſs to 
us ſinners, we have days and times ap- 
FPointed, herein in a more particular man- 
mer we are called to make our peace with 
ahec, our God, and do penance for our ſins; 
grant we may lay hold of this mercy, and ſo 
8 uſe 2 time now 2 and ap- 
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r us in their inſtitũtionn | 
Grant for this end we may prepare our 
ſouls by the leſſon laid before u this day; 
and ſo help us in the due conſideration of it, 
that by a true ſenſe of Chriſt's. ſuffering, we 
alſo may be content to ſuffer, and to under- 
.tike whatever ſelf-denials Are preſoribèd or 
the puniſhing or reforming of ſin n 
We mult confeſs it, O Bleſſed ſeſus, very 
viſible in thy ſacred perſon, how great is the - 
hatred God bears to ſin, and how very 
ſevere is the puniſhment, with which he 
chuſtiſes it. We ſee this in the humbling 
method of thy whole life, but more remark- 


Ably in the time of thy ſacred paſſion. We 


ſee it in the garden, when thou, the God 
of Holineſs, waſt ſeized as a malefactor hy the 
inſulting violence of an incenſed multitude: 
We ſee it at the pillar, when thou, the Bord 
of Heaven and Karth, waſt bound like a 
flave at a pillar; and ſcourged: We fee it 
in the court of Herod, and in Pilate's hall, 
where thou, Oo Jeſus, the eternal, ineregted 
Wiſdom, was reputed as a fool and exp ſed 
do all the vatiety of contempt, that villainpus 
foldiers could went agaimſt hes dor their 
den paſtime: We ſee iti an Mound Caldery, 
when thou, the Cidatbr wot; all / things, the 
Author of life and death, waſt»nailetien a 
K * e 
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croſs, 1 put to a cruel and eee 
amonglt thieves. 314 

This great xigour, 0 God, to thy- N 
Son, ſpeaks too plainl * hatred to tin, 
and thy puniſhment o For why is it 
that he ſuffers? Has he — any evil? Or 
is the guilt of any ſin found in him ? This 
cannot be: For he is the innocent and 
| lefs lamb, he is God himſelf, and therefore 
incapable of fin. And why then does he ſuf- 
fer ? He has taken upon him our. iniquities, 
and has offered himſelf to be the ſacrifice and 
ranſom for our ſin. 

O Bleſſed God! and is ; thy only Son thus 
puniſhed for our ſin? Is it — our ſin, he is 
ſcourged, and mocked, and crucified ? How 
great then is the provocation of fin? How 
intolerable the injuſtice? How monſtrous 
the horror of it, which has thus humbled 
infinite majeſty and covered the glory of 
heaven with contempt. 

And what a miſerable and ade 
creature then am I, who, after ſuch an 
aſtoniſhing example of thy love for man, 
and of thy abhorrence of ſin, have lived 
ſo many, Bae not afraid of ſin, but ſtill 
adding every day fin to fin, ſtill increafing 
my iniquity, as if there were no puniſhment 
due to it, or no juſtice left, to call me to 

an account for my tranſgreſſions, | | 


— n Aa & "0 


and this would certainly be my unhappy lot, 


had not I the proſpect 507 Redeemer Jeſus 
and of his ſufferings before me. But now in 


What ſeverity of puniſhment” muſt ſtand 
epared to fall upon me, who have been fo 


wretchedly blind; wicked- and ungrateful ! 


If I look at my Redeemer "Jefus, and fee 
how fin was puniſhed in him thy well-beloy- 
ed Son, what is ſuch a ſinful worm, ſuch 
an ungrateful traitor as I am, to expect for 


the multitude of ſins 1 haue committed 


againſt thee! 


There is enough to eaſt me into hat; 


his blood I ſee a victim for ſin; I fee a ran- 


ſom of infinite value paid for me, ſuch as thou 


my God, canſt not refuſe. In him therefore 


1 put my whole truſt, being fully confident, 


through him, to obtain pardon of all oy 


iniquities, if for the time to come I kee 


law, and perform what he teaches. per 
though I am miſerable, and of myſelf can do 
nothing worthy of thy acceptance, yet! have 
this aflurance, that whatever I do, in obedi- 
ence to the command of my Redeemer, m 


his name, and in union with him, will cer- 
tainly be acceptable in thy fight, O God. 


As therefore the wonderful ſufferings of 


my Redeemer ſhew me the grievouſneſs of 


ſin, and of mine in particular; ſo they give 


me comſort amidſt the multitude of all my 
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iniquities, in Gilg me the ground ef 
hope, and teaching me by what method'I a 
to uſe endeayours for working out my fe 
vation. | 

They ſhew me that puniſhment is due to 
fin from the. divine juſtice, they call upon me 
to take up my croſs daily, and to follow him; 
they call upon me as his diſeiple, to follow his 
ſteps, to follow the example he has left us in 
his ſuffering; they call upon me to forſake, 
to renounce all things of this world for his 
ſake, to hate my. life in this world, to ſuffer 
together with him, to enter into the fellow- 
thip of his ſufferings, to die to the world, 
and to be nailed to the eroſs, and die with 
him. 4 ; 

They ſhew me in the rigorous Parillbnent 
of fir, how much I am to labour for over- 
coming all the evils of ſin, to which 1 am 
unhappily ſubject, that J am to deny myſelf, 
mortify the deeds of the fleſh,” be temperate 
in all things, keep my body in ſubjection, 
crucify my fleſh, fight againſt the evil ſpirits 
with faſting and prayer, cut off whatever 
gives offence, though it be as dear as a hand 
or an eye, not to live to myſelf, to put - of 
the old man With all his 8212 and decei 
ful Was... "I 

\ Theſe leſſons ate me in the: vain 
ul Chriſt, and therefore if I am his diſciple, 
1 mult think of living by his ſpirit, I muſt 


, EET 


5 


f 


erbink it juſt, that fig ſhould be puniſhed, and 
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ing, by his mercy, A member of his my 2 
be united to its head. I muſt labour to over- 


come ſin, and eſteem nothing too hard, that 
may be a means for gaining this victory. 
And what then is it I do? It is now a time, 
Fase Lam called to take part with the 


Unxine juſtice, and to puniſh. fin; It is now I 
am called to conſider my preſent evils, and to 


uſe means for bringing. the whole man. in 


ſubjection to Gd. 


This is certainhy a great mercy to me, 
and I ought to look upon it as the time of 


my viſitation, which the divine goodneſs 


rants me, for ſeeking the things that are 


for my peace, and that I may not be cut off 


in the midſt of my iniquities. If I lay hold 


of it, who knows but God may accept my 
endeavours, and pardon my fins? But if [ 
neglect it, who knows. but the like meren 
may never reach me, and that the neglect of 
this may be the lofs of eternity. 


* 
— . 


Wherefore, O God, in conſideration of 
this thy mercy, and of my own unhappy 


tate, to which my ſins have brought me, 1 


here manifeſt my defires before thee, of 
lying hold of this time: It is what I purpoſe 
through thy grace, aud moſt humbly beg thy 
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allitance for doing it itt ſuch a manner, 1 
ma be for the eternal peace of my foul.” 

It is too long 1 have neglected cternity, 
and followed the way s*. of felf-love, of the 
world, and of fin: Now, O 'Blefſed Jeſus, 
1 deſire to turn to thee, and take thee for my 
guide. The world favours ſin, and in infinite 
ways encourages it, but at the fame time ſee 
how ſeverely it is puniſhed in thee : As far as 
I have hitherto joined with the world, ſo far, 
0 Bleed Redeemer, J defire now. to take 

art with the. 

It is now time fin could be puniſhed, it is 
puniſhed in thee, who art my example, let 
it now alſo be puniſhed in me, who am the 
offender. . Let rebellious fleſh now' feel what 
it is to offend its God, and by ſelf-denials be 
brought to underſtand, what has been the 
guilt 5 all its ſinful liberties, let now corrup- 
tion be humbled, which has taught me to 
rebel, which has hitherto exerciſed a tyranny 
over me. 

This, O God, I own is neceſſary for me 
in my unhappy ſtate, and it is what I now 
defire to undertake. But thou knoweſt my 
weakneſs_that I cannot do this without the 
help of thy grace; help me therefore, I be- 
ſeech thee, and give me grace now to ſtand 
againſt all the uſual demands of nature and 
the world, to purſue my reſolution of puniſh- 


ing ſin, and not to . in it, Note 
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withſtanding all the difficulties that may at- 
tend ĩt. 3 Ay followed nature in ſinning, 
let me now follow thee, O Jeſus, in the pu- 
niſliment of ſin, and may thy ſacred PRs 
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FERCIFULLY hear. our. e 0 
Lord, we beſeech thee; and, being 
freed from the bonds of our ſins, preſerve us 
from all adverſity. nere our Lord Jen 
Chriſt, thy Son. 
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72 fubjea f this goſpel is an account ' of 

Jeſus appearing to his diſciples, aud giving 
3 the bleſſing of Peace; Pax vobis: Hence 
let us" make it our petition, this day, that vue 
alſo" may partake of "this bleſſing, und And = 
peace of ne! * in our 8 
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VER Bleſſed \Redeennery Doe upon 

thy ariſing from the dead, didſt firſt 
falute thy Apoſtles with the blefling of peace: 
Mercitully grant, that we, who have now 
celebrated the memory of thy glorious refur- 
rection, may find the effect of it in our pal 
in the poſſeſſion of thy peace. 

Thy peace, O Jeſus, we - afk, and it ie 
that peace, which the world cannot give. 
It is a peace, which confirms our ſoul againſt 
the terrors of ſin, and of the world, and 
of death, and amidſt all kind of diſorders, 
which diſturb an inconſtant world, ſtill We- 
ſerves a cal. 

We do not aſk, to by Gol from all mardi 
from neceſſities, perſecution or pain. No, 
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Bleſſed Lord, ſuch an.exemption-is. not-to be 
expected or deſired by thy followers. Thou 
haſt promiſed them another. portion; and 
that is, in many tribulations, in mourning, 
and in great variety of difficult trials. 4 
Hence, O Lord, we do not expect to be 
free from troubles, as long as we ſnall be 
Pilgrims in this mortal life; for, — 
to the diſpoſition of thy providence, we 
know, wherever we go, or whatever we 
propoſe, we ſhall never enjoy along: reſt; 
but ſhall} ever meet with ſome. trouble or 
other, to give us diſquiet. So that, though 
we may eaſily change places, yet ſtill this 
condition of life remains unchangeable; 
troubles will ſtill attend us, and a long quit 
is not to be expected. 

Since this, O Lord, is according to thy 
will; Lord, thy will be done in us thy 
ſervants; we aſk nothing contrary to what 
thou haſt ordained-z for we know, all thy 
ordinances are juſt and holy, and we cannot 
romphin of them, without a crime. | 

But ſince, amidſt all the various exereiſes 
bf an uneaſy life, thou, O Jefus, | haſt a 
bleſſing of peace to give thy followers; we 
now make this our petition to thee; Lord 
Jeſus, grant us thy peace. Grant, that, 
while we are here toſſed with a ſucceſſion of 
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For this end, we aſk of thee, O Hleſſed 4 
Redeemer; that we may not ſeek reſt, nor 
place our comfort, in any thing of this life; 
neither in the 3 of this world, nor in 
temporal bleſſings, nor in the favour of men, 
mnorintheirgoodopinionofus, nor in any prefer- 
ments or ſatisfactions, which this world rid affords. 3 
In none of theſe, O Lord, may we ow 1 
our comfort; ſince all theſe being v 9 
uncertain, and ſubject to great changes, it is 
impoſſible any peace in them can be ſecure or 
laſting, but it muſt neceflarily be expoſed to 
as many changes, as they are. And it is, 
we eſs, hence ariſe! our great afflictions 
of this life,” that we make Lore things: our 
comforts, which are in themſelves change- 
able, and cannot be laſting to us. 
Wherefore, O Lord, being convinced 
that all the er 5 this world is inconſtant 
and deceitful, we beg of thee thy peace, 
which is better foundet; ; we beg thy grace, 
for ſeeking that peace, which is built on a 
ſure foundation, fuch as cannot. fail us, but 
continues ever the ſame for all eternity. 
This, O God, we aſk of thee, and we 
heartily deſire it; but we acknowledge, the 
practice is very difficult, and requires a very 
powerful grace for our help. For, while we 
are here amidſt ſenſible things, our corrupt 
nature ſtrongly inclines us to ſome of them: 


We are eager in ſeeking, pleaſed in poſſeſſin 
and fearful of loſing tiiem. There are oth 
chings, we diſſike, and whenever theſe come 
co our. ſhare, it is not without vexation and 
trouble. And being in theſe unhappy eir- 
eumſtances, how | ſhall” we expect peace, 
amidſt ſuch ſtrong and various inclinations; 
except thou, O God, comeſt in to our 


ery aſſiſtance, and by the power of thy grace; 
t ĩs confirmeſt us againſt our own w RATE 
or Come therefore, O Bleſſed Lord and 


help us in this our difficult ſtate: And while! 
we are in the midſt of creatures, teach us a 
better leſſon, than to let our peace or trouble 
depend on them. Teach us to uſe them, as 


5 mare. But as for the ſubſtantial comfort of 
ant our life, let not this depend on creatures, 
ce, but O God, on thee —_ ogg: 
ce, ables . 207 won Ov 
n a In order to this, give us thy grace, to 


make it our daily and conſtant endeavour, 
to be faithful in our duty, whatever belongs 
to out ſtate, both as to thee, our God, and 
like wiſe to our neighbour. In this, O Bleſs: 
ery ſed Lord, let neither ſloth, or any difficulties, 
we nor love of divertiſements, be any hinde- 
zpt rance: And in this fidelity may we learn to 
m: place one N part of our comfort. 
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thou haſt appointed, and to be moderate 
under whatever diſpenſation comes to ur 


n this N we build one part of our 
peace, ſo as not to be toubled upon any re- 
prof or dejected at the opinion of men; 

t ſtill to om an inward ſatisfaction, upon 
this principle; that thou, O Lord, art wit- 
neſs Lay what we do; and that while thou 
knoweſt our fidelity, the concern is not 
great, whether others believe it, or no. 

Another petition we make to thee, that, 4 
not only as to the particular obligations of 4 
our ſtate, but likewiſe in all other reſpedts, 
we may be ever careful to preſerve a good 
conſcience, ſo as to avoid all wilful tranſ- | 
greſfions of thy commandments, and never 
do any thing knowingly to diſpleaſe hee. 

©- Upon this. principle may we build another 
— of our daily peace, amidſt the various 
ports, ill conſtructions, and malicious 
attempts of men; making this a perpetua!l 
comfort, that thou knoweſt our conſcience: 
That thou, O God, and not the world, 
art to be our judge; and that if the world be 9 
ſevere to us, and calumnies be not wanting 
14 to oppreſs us, we have ſtill a greater expec- 
Il | | tation from thee,” who haſt promiſed to be 
the protector of the innocent, and promiſed 
a bleſſing to ſuch, as ſuffer for juſtice ſake. 

A third petition we make; That, as thou, 1 
0 Jeſus, haſt commanded us to deny! our 
own wills, ſo we may never place our ap- 
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pineſs in . our own. i but in doing 

ine, or rather, in thine being done in us. 
Hep us, O God, in ſtudying this principle 
of the Goſpel, and pn — af it to be ſo 


00 juſt. and reaſonable, and fo much for. our, 
4 7 greatelt intereſt, as to deſire this, above all 
_ 5 — that thy Holy Will be done, and to 

make this ever the centre of our comfort. 

at, Upon this principle, O God, may we 

of i perfect all our comfort upon earth, amidſt 
as, | the various troubles to which we are expoſed 
do in this deceitful and uncertain world: So that 

m. hover happens uneaſy. or afflicling to us, 

ves 11 may {till preſerve peace in our ſouls, 

21: | e conſideration, that it is thy Holy Wil, 


her it ſhould; be ſo: Nay y, in this, O God, may 
oils we learn, amidſt all our inclination to dif 
"ous duet, to concave a certain joy of faith, in as 
tual much as not our will is done, which is blind, 
ice: raſh, and fooliſh, but thy, Will, O Lord, 
id, which above all, is moſt Wile, molt Holy, 
4 be and ever doing- that which is beſt. May this, 
Ging O God, give comfort amidſt all diſcomforts, 
wec- ſo. as even. then to rejoice, when the world 
o be pities us, as miſerable, and never to think 
niſed Ourſelyes unhappy, as long as all, that nuf 
Ke. pens, is the fulfilling of thy will, and mu 
let, certainly turn to our good, il we embrace it 
dür with a due. lubmiſſion to the. 
hl. Help us, O Lord, in laying this Sud 


of a ſolid peace in our ſouls, and building our 
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principles, that cannot fail us. 
ie lache wum of this, that has been hitherto 
our misfortune, We have ſought comfort in 
of this world; in the favour of 
men; in the good will and good words of 
others; and whenever theſe have turned 
againſt us, either in reproving us, or ſpeak- 
ing to our prejudice, or taking part againſt 
us; our whole ſouls have been in diforder, 
and our comforts have been ſucceeded by 
ditterneſs. | 5 
We have ſought ſatisfaction in che objects 
of: our ſenſes, of our corrupt inclinations, 
and of ſetf-love 3 in our worldly propoſals, 
in our advantages above our neighbour, and 
in temporal bleſſings; in theſe we have 
eſteemed ourſelves happy; and then; upon 
any change, loſs, or diſappointment, how 
have we complained of our hard fate and | 
eſteemed the moſt miſerable, happier en 9 
| ourſelves! ? IF 
Thus, O God, i has been too often With 3 
us, by miſplacing our comforts, and ſeeking | 
reſt in changeable things. But now, O Blel- #8 
Fed Jeſus, hear us, we beſeech thee 175 4 
Ws we may learn, by our own folly. E.. 
more wile 3 grant, we may ſeek Nha A 
peace, which cannot deceive us, and be 
careful in building our comfort upon a better 


foundation, than hitherto we have done. 
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It is only thou, O God, art the true hap- 
pineſs of our ſouls, and all comforts out of 
W thee, are falſe. Wherefore, O moſt. gra- 
1 vj cious Lord, we aſk this mercy of thee, to 
= raiſe our hearts ſo far above the world, as not 
to place our comfort in it, but in thee only, 
2 only good, our Sovereign Lord, and our 
May it be our daily concern, to be faith- 
ful in the obligations of our ſtate; to keep a 
good conſcience in all other things, and to 
eſteem it our happineſs, that thy will is done. 
And in this may our peace be conſtant and 
unchangeable, even though the world be in 
confuſion, or be raiſing ſtorms, againſt us: 
This peace, grant us, 0 Jeſus. or it is a 
peace, which the world cannot give. 
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Let us Pray. N | 1 78 * 


1 RANT, we beſeech thee, c Almighty 
| God, that we Who have obſerved the 
paſchal ſolemnities, may, through thy grac; 
= manifeſt the effects of them in our mor 
and lite. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


thy Son. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EAST ER. 
Joan. x. 11, 16. 


N this day's Goſpel Chri il e That 
He is the good Shepherd; and that his 
ſheep hear his voice, know him, and follow 
him. Let ug this day join, in acknowledging 
Chriſt to be the good Shepherd, and likewiſe add 
cur petitions, that we may hear his voice, and 


N 10 that ſo coe may ever be of his fold. 


Let us Pray. 
BLESSED jeſus, behold, here in thy fi 


preſence, we own the truth, whic 
thou haſt declared. 

We confeſs to the whole world, Thou art 
the good Shepherd, who haſt given thy life 
for the ſheep. 
Thou cameſt from heaven, and being | 
God Eternal, didit become Man, that fo ji 
thou mighteſt ſeek us. 4 

We are all, as ſheep, gone aſtray; by 
ſin loſt to God, and in deſpair of ever re- 
turning to our fold. 
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ain; and nothing has been left undone by 
n ee, which could contribute to our good. 


d forſake our evil ways, and both by: word 
ad example haſt ſhewed us the ways of 
4 eace. 


$ notice of all the ſnares prepared for our 
in. 

Thou haſt ſubjeQed thyſelf to the vileſt of 
WW hbumiliations, for our encouragement z 
Wd haſt refuſed no difficulties, that might be 
r our good. 

Thou haſt both prayed, and watched, 
Ad faſted for us, and haſt expreſſed as much 
ocitude for our ſalvation, as if thy own 
I ppineſs had depended on ours. | 
Thou haſt prepared a banquet for our 
bs, and given thy body and blood for our 
ad and ſtrength. 


4 


Wt, we being the offenders, thou hait the 
Þ 11 


Thou hat offered thyſelf for the ranſom: 


our iniquities, and haſt received the 
pes, that we might be waning: 772 


1 


But by thy mercy we have been found 


Thou haſt invited us by thy goodneſs, 


Thou haſt offered thyſelf to become a 
ht to our wandering ay and haſt given 


Irnou batt taken upon thee our ſins; fo 


1. 
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Thou 7 wk. ven thy life for our redemp- 
tion, and made our e, b the elf n 
of thy blood. mee ee 795 

Thou haſt reſcued us from the 2 5 of 
hell, and faſtened to the croſs, "the hand- 

writing, that was againſt us. | 

Thou haſt raiſed us to a new life by thy 
death, and opened to us heaven gates, which 
our fins had ſhut againſt us. 

Thus, O Blefſed Jeſus, haſt thou given 
thy life for thy ſheep, and therefore we ac- 
knowledge thee to be the good Shepherd... 

We confeſs thee to be the Shepherd of our 
fouls; We have no health or life, but 
through thee. 

We are nothing but blindneſs, and except 
thou be our guide, we ſhall certainly loſe 
our way. 

We have no cure of our r inficmicies. but 
through thee ; and if thou healeſt us not, 
we muſt certainly peri 1h. 

We have many — that lie in wait to 
devour us; and if thou be not our defender, 
we ſhall certainly become their prey. 

We have death and damnation before us; 
and except thou be our deliverer, we cannot 
eſcape being for ever miſerable. 

We have neither comfort, nor light, nor] 
ſtrength, nor hope, nor redemption, but in 
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thee, and through thee, 0 Jeſus, Bleſſed 
for evermore. 


Grant therefore, we beſeech thee Or mer- 


ciful Lord, that, as we confeſs thee to be the 


true Shepherd, and nothing has been want- 
ing in thee, to fill up that character: So we 
may truly become thy ſheep, and nothing 
may be wanting, which belongs to thoſe, 
whom thou haſt choſen into thy fold: That 
ſo we may manifeſt, in ſome part, at leaſt, the 
greatneſs of the love, thou haſt ſhewed to us. 

Grant, O Jeſus, that in all our neceſſities, 
we may have our eyes ever turned upon thee, 
with an entire confidence in thy goodneſs, 
and hope in thy mercy. Depending upon 
thee for our deliverance in all dangers, - 
and for our help in all diſtreſs : Becauſe 
thoſe of thy fold ought thus to depend; on 
their Shepherd. 

Grant, O Jeſus, the good Shepherd of 
our ſouls : that in time of all difficulties, 
where darkneſs or uncertainty attends us ; 
where the caſe ſeems perplexed, and we know 


not the way we are to take: Grant, that in 


all ſuch doubts, we may ever turn our eyes 
upon thee, to obſerve the direQion thou 
giveſt us; to obſerve where thy glory in- 
vites us, where thy will leads us, or-where 
thy precepts command vs: Thus, O Jeſus, 


may we ever be depending on thy conduct; 
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becauſe thoſe, of thy fold, ought thus to 
depend on their Shepherd. 1 5 
Grant, O Jeſus, the good She pherd of 
our ſouls, that in all our infirmities — ſinful 

paſſions, in all our weakneſs and dulneſs, in 
all our inward and outward diſorders we may 
ever turn our eyes towards thee for our help; 

that we may call upon thy mercy to heal us 
and enquire what are the means thy goodneſs 
has appointed for our relief and ſtrength : 
And whatever means we uſe, may our de- 
pendence not be in our own endeavours, but 
on thy grace and bleſſing ; becauſe thoſe. of 
thy fold ought thus to depend on their 
Shepherd. 

But what, above all things we aſk of thee, 
O Jeſus, is, That we may hear thy voice, 
and follow thee. For here, we confeſs, is 
our great difficulty, in the unhappy circum- 
ſtance of our life. For thou knoweſt, O 
God, while thou calleſt, how many others 
we bave likewiſe calling upon us: and this, 
with ſo much more danger to us, in as 
much as they call to what is agreeable and 
pleaſing to us; and thou calleſt us to things, 

To are difficult to fleſh and blood, and to 
which we have a natural diſlike. | 
In this the world has a great part, in calling 
upon us, at all times; in undertaking to pre- 


ſeribe and order every thing, that belongs 
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to human liſe; and even preſuming to ex- 


pound thy law, and to pronounce upon what 
thou haſt commanded, allowing as far as it 
thinks fit and cenſuring all beyond ſuch 
bounds of its own ereCting, as ridiculous. 


- Beſides this we have our own ſinful paſ- 


ſions, or corrupt will, our evil inclinations, 


our vain and perverſe humours, our ill cuſ- 
_ toms, our prejudices, and blind ſelt-love ; 


we have all theſe calling upon us, and by 


| ſtrong motives pleading for the reaſonable- 


neſs of whatever they propoſe: So that 
nothing can be offered to our conſideration, 
but ſome of theſe are ſtill putting in for 
counſellors ; and not only endeavour to per- 


ſuade, but even with a ſort of violence, 


preſs us to follow their direction. 

In theſe difficult circumſtances, O Jeſus, 
we are placed all the time of this our mor- 
tal life; and therefore we have great reaſon to 


beg thy grace, that we may hear thy voice, 


and follow thee, and not be deceived by 
any of thoſe flattering evils, which, on all 
occalions, are calling upon us. 

Be mereiful therefore to us, we befeech 


thee, and grant us this grace; that amidſt 


all the ſuggeſtions of the world, or of our 
own corruption, we may know thy voice, 
give ear to what thou ſpeakeſt, and ever 
walk as thou directeſt. 

| Liv 
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This grace, O Blefſed Redeemer, we aſk 
with all the earneſtneſs of our ſouls; becauſe 
the only ſolid comfort of our preſent life; 
and our everlaſting happineſs depends on | 
the grant of this our requeſt, 

For what, O God! What can be a5 
fruit of our hearing the calls of the world; 
or our ovn corruption! What can it be; 
but only to. pleaſe ourſelves in paſſing trifles, 
and for momentary ſatisfactions, to draw 
upon our heads thy eternal diſpleaſure. 

The world propoſes no more than what. 
is preſent, and draws its admirers to the 
contempt or forgetfulneſs of thy judgments : 
And what can be the end of this, but to 
ſacrifice all to the world, and be at length 
excluded from mercy? 

And now, while the world prepares its 
followers for this hard lot; have not we 
reaſon to be afraid of being deluded by it? 
Have we not reaſon to ery out, Lord Ius 
grant we may rather hear thee, than the 
world : Thou calleſt us to life eternal ; and 
the world ſhews the way to everlaſtin 
death : O Divine Jeſus, the good Shepherd, 
give us grace to hear thee, and not the 
world. For if we hear not thy voice, and 
do not follow, where thou calleſt, we cannot 
belong to thy fold); we are not thy ſheep, 
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and we loſe the benefit of rr 
done. U it 

This is what, one all ae we cngks 
to fear; and therefore for our greater ſecuri- 
ty and comfort, in-this important point, we 
implore ſo far the favour of thy grace, as 
to diſcover in ourſelves: the marks of 
flock, and that our feet are directed in the 
ways of thy commandments. - | 1 
| K 
true love of our brethren and neighbours; 
for this is one mark of thy fold, and it is by 
loving one another, we are to be nner to 
belong to thee. 555 

Grant, we may find ourſelves to be humble 
and meek, which thou haſt commanded us 
to learn of thee, and which 1s another mark 
of thy fold. 
| Grant, we may love nothing of this 2 
more than thee; and that for thy ſake, or 
rather than offend: thee, we may renounce 
whatever we poſſeſs of _ world ; for this 
is another mark. 

Grant, we may heat thoſe, whom thou 
haſt put over us; and not only hear. thy 
word, but alſo keep it, by making thy 
Goſpel the rule of our lives, avoiding all, 
that can give offence, doing all to edification, 


walking weren of our vocation, and endea- 
LV 
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vouring to live by thy ſpirit, O Jeſus; for 
this is another mark. 

Hear us, O merciful Redamner,: in theſe 
our petitions, and fince we can have no lite 
or hope, but through thee ; and yet can ex- 
pect nothing through thee, "if we are not of 
thy fold; grant us this grace, that we may 
be ever folickous to examine ourſelves, and 
never give reſt to our. ſouls, till we find in 
ourſelves the comfortable marks of thy flock, 
and thus live under thy preſent protection; 
and in hopes of coming to that life of happi- 

neſs, which, by thy blood, thou haſt 
chaſed 8 us. e 


Let Us Fray. 


Gb, who by the humiliation of hy 
only Son, haſt raiſed up the fallen 
Sori grant to thy faithful, perpetual 
comfort; ; that having been delivered by thee 
from everlaſting death, they may be eſta- 
bliſhed by thee in the poſſell. on of life ever- 
laſting.” Through the fame Lord Jeſus 
Carl, thy Gon 
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pr this day s Gopet, Chrift tells his Julie, 

he was ſoon to depart from them, and go 10 
his Father ; that they were to be left upon earth 
a little while, and their portion ſhould be in 
weeping and mourning, while the world ſhould 
be in joy: But however, that he would ſee theni 
again, and then their mourning ſhould be turn- 
ed into joy. Hence let us pray, we may be 


ever mindful, that ſuffering was the portion f 


the Apoſtles ; that we may ſubmit to whatever 
part of it comes to our ſhare, and be comfofted 
under all ſuffering, in the hopes of the JIE 
joy, which is promiſed. 


Let us Pray. 


BLESSED Redeemer, we muſt conſeſt 
it here before thee, this day, that we 


ſee plainly, what was the legacy, thou lefteſt 


to thy Apoſtles, at thy going out of the 


world. Thou didſt not follow the common 
method of worldly parents and friends, who 
teſtify their care and love, by leaving legacies | 
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of worldly goods and 1 ſo to pro- 
vide for a preſent welfare. 1 
No, Bleſſed Jeſus, though thou waſt 
Lord of the world, and couldeſt have diſpoſ- 
ed of the whole earth, for the comfort of 
thy friends; yet nothing of this has am 
part in thy will. Thou leaveſt worldly 
goods, and preſent happineſs, to thoſe, who 
are of the world; but having choſen 6 
Apoſtles out of the world, thou provide 
for them a better legacy, even of eternal 
goods, and joys everlaſting. x 
But as for what belongs to this world, 
thou leaveſt nothing of this to them, but 
only ſuch things, as the world hates and 
avoids; nothing but reproaches, perſeeution, 
and the croſs; nothing but weeping and 
mourning: Tor ſhall have ſadneſs ; you ſhall 
mourn and weep ; but the world ſhall rejoice. 
And now, O Divine Saviour, this th 
legacy of ſuffering, left to thy Apoſtles, 
being ſo evident; we aſk of thee the bleſſing 
of thy grace, that the remembrance of this 
may be: ſome help to us, whenever any 
trouble befals us. h | 
For we confeſs to thee a great weakneſs, 
to which we are ſubje& in this point. We 
are very ſenſible, how great a virtue patience 
is; we know, how beneficial it is to our- 
ſelves, and how acceptable to thee; we 
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know the promiſes; thou haſt made to ſuch, 
as ſuffer with patience, and hence are ever 
forward in adviſing our friends; whom'we 
ſee in trouble, to bear it with patience, and 
not to loſe the fair opportunity, they have 


in their hands, of engaging thy — 1 
to them. 


This, O God, we know, ad ti 3 
preach to others; but when any trouble falls 
to our ſhare, Then, O jeſus! How do we, 
in onE moment, forget all we knew! How 
ſmall a thing is enough, to put our whole 
fouls into diſorder! A croſs word, a ſeemin 
contempt, an ordinary contradiction, a little 
diſappointment, an inconſiderable loſs or 
neglect overthrows all our patience, and we 
are as much diſcompoſed, as if ſuffering did 
not belong to our profeſſion, or there were 
no fault in being impatient. 0 
This being our great misfortune, 40 on 
| to forget what we profeſs, and what thou haſt 
| promiſed; we beſeech thee, -O Divine Re- 
deemer, to remedy this in us; We beſeech 
1 thee to confirm us, by thy grace, againſt this 

weakneſs, that we may not be ſo eaſily diſ- 
; quieted; that we may not fall into impa- 
2 tience, but may receive the troubles of this 
D life, with a chriſtian berlin and bear | 
E 


them with a chriſtian patience. 
ts; Ja MK 2 34 11 1, / ys) 4 
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This, O God, muſt be the effect of thy 
grace, for our nature here is very weak, 
but thou, O Sovereign Lord, being the Au- 
thor and Governor of all, haſt our nature 
ſubject to thee ; thou canſt govern it, as thou 
wilt, and ſtrengthen it, according to thy plea- 
ſure. | % OR. 
 Shew therefore, we beſeech thee, thy 
power and goodneſs in us, and leave us no 
more to be governed by nature, as the hea- 
thens are, but let thy grace govern in us, 
giving a check to all our corruption, and 
carrying us on in the ways of thy Goſpel. 

Give us grace often to call to mind, that we 
are the followers of the Apoſtles, and that, as 
we profeſs their faith, ſo we ought to take 
our part in that cup, which thou gaveſt them 
to drink. For ſince they who were thy faith- 
ful ſervants, who did abide with thee in thy 
temptations, who were thy friends, had this 
portion of ſuffering appointed for them; how 
can we, who are ungrateful and wretched 
ſinners, pretend to be exempt? _ 

We cannot pretend, or deſire any ſuch 
thing, O Bleſſed Jeſus, if we have any faith 
in thee, or profeſs to love thee. For do not 
we ſee, this is the diſpenſation of thy fatherly 
providence? thou hadit mourning and joy be- 
fore thee; both equally in thy power, to be- 
ſtow according to thy pleaſure: and mourning 
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thou didſt bequeath to thy followers and 
friends; but / Joy thou didft leave to thols of 
* world. 

Now, Lord Cans we Subd thee to 0 infi- 
nite in wiſdom and goodneſs, muſt not we 
approve of the ſettlement, thou haſt made, 
and judge that beſt for us, which thou haſt ap- 
pointed? Or can it be reaſonable after this, 
for us to diſhke what thou haſt done; and 
not being content with thy orders, to make 
them void in us, and chuſe for ourſelves? 
No, moſt adorable Redeemer, this cannot 
be reaſonable ; we cannot do this, but by dif- 
owning and renouncing thee; And therefore, 
behold, here in thy preſence, I ſolemnly 
approve and accept the portion, thou. haft 
appointed for me; I offer myſelf to whatever 
trials or troubles thou ſhalt ordain for me. 
And whenever I feel the weight of any 
preſſing upon me, then will I cry out; this 
is what our Lord has choſen for me: Bow 
down therefore, my ſoul, and bear it with 
content ; for what our Lord has choſen, is 
beſt for thee. | 

I confeſs it, O Lord, I confeſs it: It is 
certain thy choice is beſt for me. For 
though nature defires eaſe and content, with 
all the ſatisfactions of ſenſe, of ſelt-love, and 
the world ; yet I acknowledge, this is not 
beſt for me: For, I find, corrupt and 
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worldly joy make a corrupt and worldly ſoul; 
I find all ' worldly ſatisfactions run naturally 
into exceſs ; - proſperity, plenty and eaſe, 
increaſe corruption in us, and ſtudy how 
to abuſe thy bleſſings ; long quiet effeminates 
the -mind, and the natural fruit of it is 
kzineſs and ſloth. Worldly peace invites 
to the love of the world; and to have gener- 
ally our own will, is the increaſe of pride 
and ſelf-love. | 2 

Thus, O God, I find it is with us, 
through our corruption; and therefore I do 
not wonder, thou haſt left worldly joy to the 
world; I do not wonder, thou haſt not left 
it to thoſe, whom thou haſt choſen 'out of 
the world, to thy followers, to thy faithful 
ſervants and children. Thou knoweſt it is 
not a help, but a hinderance to ſuch, as 
are to prepare for an everlaſting happineſs ; 
and therefore while the world is in joy, and 
ever ſeeks what delights ; J own, it is beſt 
for me, to take my portion with the Apoſ- 
tles, rather to meet with troubles, rather to 
mourn with thy diſciples, than rejoice with 
the world. | 2 BLÞp 

This I have the more reaſon to believe, 
becauſe 1 ſee, thou, O Jeſus, having the 
Whole world at command, didſt not chuſe 
for thyſelf the joys, peace and comforts of 
ther world, but only its troubles, ſorrows, 
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affliction, and perſecution: For thy whole. 
life was a croſs and martyrdom. And ſince 
thou didſt chuſe this for thyſelf, and alſo ſor 
thy beſt ſervants; 1 have great reaſon to 
pada! it beſt for me. And that nothing can 
render me more pleaſing in thy ſight, 7 
to be in the midſt of mourning, to accept of 
all troubles, that belong to human life, with 


a 2 mind, and bear them with cheertule 
neſs. 


This T have reaſon to judge; becauſe to 
love. this world, and to be in the midft of its 
ſatisfactions and joy, has no reſemblance at 
all to thy life, ſince in this thou hadſt no 

- but to be in trouble, and to bear the 
croſs ; z this, O Jeſus, has a conformity to 
thy life, and therefore 1 queſtion not, is well 
pleaſing to thee. 

And this the more eſpecially, ' becauſe 1 
find thy promiſe made to thy Apoſtles, of 
their mourning being turned into joy: For 
this plainly ſhews me, that the troubles of 
this lite are regarded by heaven, and to bear 
them with an humble patience, is fo acce 
able to God, as to be rewarded by MI | 
the bleſſing of glory. 

This, I confeſs, is ſo plain, that 1 bare 
but this one thing to do, and that is, 
commit myſelf to thy conduct, O Jeſus, to 
order and diſpoſe of all things belonging to 


* 
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me, as thou pleaſeſt; and as for troubles 
or afflictions, to give me that grace, as never 
more to complain, or be impatient under 
them. The greateſt buſineſs of my life,” is 
to ſave my ſoul; and ſince the rejoicing. of 
the world 1s a hinderance. to it, I alk for no 


part of this, but rather beg I ma be ever 
fearful of it. ; . 


And ſince patient ſuffering is a great help 
to it; I beſeech thee, O Lord, as thou art 
pleaſed to ſend many trials, ſo chou wouldeſt 
be pleaſed likewiſe to grant me patience 
under them. Let me no more judge of 
trouble, by what nature ſuggeſts; but in a 
caſe, where thou, O Jeſus, haſt ſpoken ſo 
very plain, may I take no other judgment, 
but thine. | 

May I therefore hereafter receive the por- 
tion of thy Apoſtles, with an apoſtolic ſpirit, 
-and, under all troubles, ever look on that 
everlaſting joy, which is ſet before me; and 
hence, not only be contented, but even learn 
to rejoice under them; for ſo did thy 
Apoſtles. Grant therefore, O Bleſſed Re- 
deemer, that receiving my faith from the 
Apoſtles, T may, from the ſame, learn how 
to ſuffer, and thus, every day, increaſe in 
the hope, of e * ſorrows turned into 
Joy- 


LY 
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Let us Pray. 
\ GOD; Who ſheweſt the light of fy 
truth to ſuch, as go aſtra rays that by 
rl u 


it they may return into the way of righteo 
neſs: Grant to all, who live 1 nd the chriftian 


profeſſion, that they may avoid thoſe things, 


which are contrary to this name, and em- 
brace what is agreeable to it. Through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Sou. 


FouxrH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER» 
Johx. xvi. 5. 14. 


(CHRIST, our Redeemer, having told his 

Apoſtles, that he wwas to leave them they 
were, upon this, ſa concerned and oppreſſed 
with grief, that none of them enquired of bim, 


ohither he was going. Upon which they are 


reproved by him, but are comforted too with the 
reaſons of his departure, and with the promiſe 


of the Holy Ghoſt. Hence let us beg of Al. 


mighty-God, this day, that he will mercifully 


preſerve us from all immgderate concern, ſolict- 


tude and grief, that ſo our minds may be ever 


at liberty for enguiring, .whither Chriſt is gone, 
ang for conſidering how we are to follow him. 


de Ran ue. after Teer. 
Let us Pray. 


| MERCIFUL Father, who knoweſt an | 
| the unhappineſs of our temper, and 
mn the many weakneſſes to which we are ſub- 
| jet; have compaſſion on us, we beſeech 
i thee, and by thy grace, teach us ſo to un- 
- derſtand and govern them, that they may 
1 not be our hinderance in the great work . 
li our falvation. | 
But more in particular hear our prayers 
this day, for the good government of all 
' our inclinations to immoderate concern, 
' ſolicitude, or grief for the things of this 
World, that we may be ever watchful againſt 
"them, and keep them within ſuch due 
| bounds, that if they appear enough to hum- 
ble us with the ſight of our own weakneſs, 
they may not, however, ariſe to that degree, 
- "ms to take off our hearts from thee, our God, 
and from the duties of eterni 
©,» This, O moſt ' gracious Lord, we have 
reaſon to aſk ; becauſe experience has taught 
us the narrowneſs of our own hearts; and 
convinced us, how much we ſtand in "need 
of thy help; whilſt profeſſing to love thee, 
and ſerve thee, ſo very little a thing, as we 
© find every day, is enough to take off our 


3 _ hearts and Frowghts: from all that belongs to 
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O God! (give us leave to complain againſt 
ourſelves). how does every ordinary con- 


W" cern for the things of this world take up our 
hearts ! We make profeſſion, of being faith- 


| to thee; and no ſooner does an Fanhly 
ulineſs appear before us but preſently * 


We know not Ibn to act in temporal or 
"momentary affairs, as if they were temporal ; 
but it is generally with that ſolicitude, as if 
they were of an eternal concern to us. Our 
whole ſoul is buſied in them, and if we ap- 
ply ourſelves to any thing ſpiritual, it is with 
luch diſtraction of mind, that we confound 


tem poral with eternal, and have even then 


the Nd in our heart, while we haye 
Heaven on our tongue. 

Thus it is too generally with us, when 
the affairs are no more than ordinary; but 
if any thing happens of greater concern, 
ſuch as raiſes in us either anger or grief; 
then, O God, how much more do we diſ- 


cover our weakneſs! Then our reaſon is 


captivated to paſſion, and we can Rater 


1 nor think, but in diſorder, and plainly 


ew that all our light is darkneſs. 
hen our faith is ſmothered, we know 
not how to ſubmit to thy appointments, nor 
"approve what thou' ordereſt, nor obey what 
thou conmandeſt. All is violence and con- 
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fuſion, or elſe darkneſs within us; we are 
not capable of advice, we decline our belt, 


friends, or, at leaſt, think them unreaſon- 
able, and it is too often we are ſullen againſt 


heaven itſelf, ſo as not to value our prayers, 
nor thoſe exerciſes, which are the beſt ex- 
tents for recovering peace to our ſouls. 
This, O God, is ſome of our unhappineſs 


which we lay before thee this day, and 
implore thy holy grace for its remedy. We 
are ſenſible of the many ill effects it has in 


us, and how much it deſerves reproof. For 
if thy Apoſtles are not allowed to grieve, 
when Jeſus is to be taken from them, and 
they are to be left to the outrages of an un- 
believing world; if they are reproved for 
being concerned at this loſs, and ba not 


making enquiry, whither he is going; What 
muſt we deſerve, who are ſo ich dif 
quieted every day upon tritles, and let eyery 


little uneaſineſs be enough to put Jeſus, and 


all that belongs to him, out of our mind? 


O God, this our infirmity is ſuch, that 


we cannot think of it without ſhame; to ſee 
that we, who have eternity before us, and 


ſhould every day prepare for entering into it, 


are yet fo buſy about other affairs, as if our 
eternity were to be in this world, and not in 
the next. To ſee that we, Who have but 


one thing to fear, which is the loſs of our 
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ſouls, and of thee, our God, have yet ſo 
many other things we apprehend, and make 
them ſo many. occaſions of our difquiet and 
grief, that amongſt theſe diſturbances, the 
only juſt object of our fear is loſt to our 
thoughts. This is our misfortune, O God, 
and being ſenſible how very unreaſonable it 
is, we now come to thee to find mercy and 
help. Help us, therefore, O God, we be- 
ſeech thee, and now, by thy grace, ſo 
change our unhappy temper, that we may 
keep a moderation within us, as to all the 
concerns of this world, | 

Let all our eagerneſs be turned upon the 
things of eternity; in theſe may .our zeal 
ariſe, and in loving and ſeeking thee, our _ 
God, may we know no mean. But as to all 
that belongs to this momentary life, preſerve 
us, we beſeech thee, from all kind of exceſs. 
In theſe things, O moſt gracious Lord, 
teach us to be juſt; and in momentary 
things may we always remember the concern 
is only of moments. Hence, O. God, let 
it be thy mercy to take from us all immo- 
. derate adheſion to any thing created. Let 
not our hearts ſeek happineſs in things that 
are not capable of. giving it, nor place their 
reſt in ſuch things, as have only an uncertain 
being. For whatever a blind inclination 
may ſuggeſt, yet we are ſure, all ſuch im- 
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moderate affeQion, as it is unjuſt i in giving 
to creatures what belongs to thee, our God, 
O it is the puniſhment of its own. injuſtice, 
in the attendants of various uneaſineſs, rack. 
ing ſolicitudes, and frightful apprehenſions, 
it Fram s along with it, and in preparing for 
itſelf the trouble of being ſeparated ; won 
what it moſt admires. 
But, beſides this, we cannot but confeſs, 
. that all immoderate concern for things 
created, is very injurious to us, in that ſub- 
miſſion which is due to thee, the ſovereign 
diſpoſer of all things. For whenever thy 
orders are not agreeable to our inclinations, 
we are preſently in rebellion, and ſeldom 
fail of running into ſome ſinful extreme. 
Wherefore, O God, we again' repeat our 
petition to thee, that thou wouldeſt vouch- 
 fafe to moderate all our inclinations, affec- 
tions, and deſires, as to all that is created, 
and bring us to that happy temper, as to be 
_ eaſy under all thy appoin:ments, to approve 
thy orders in all that belongs to us, and never 
to be diſquieted, in whatever thou art pleaſed 
to change, diminiſh, or quite take from vs. 
This, O God, would be a happy indiffer- 
ence, and it is our great unhappineſs, that 
we are ſo little induſtrious in labouring to 
obtain that which is ſo juſt in itſelf, and fo 
much for our good. 


For 
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For it is juſt, 0 Lord, that bon, vio 
art ſupreme governor "X the | univerſe, 
fulleſt order and diſpoſe, all things accor- 


ding to thy will. Thou only knoweſt what 


is fit to be done, and by proper ſteps canſt 
advance the great deſigns af thy providence. 
Who therefore ſhould order every thing, but 
only thou, O God, who art all-wiſe, and 
whoſe goodneſs is anſwerable to thy wiſdom ? 

But as for us, O God, ſuch poor creatures 


as we are, what do we Know! ? We are blind 


and improvident ; we underſtand not the 
things that are for our goats we fear the 
182 that are moſt beneficial to us, and we 


are ſo eager in deſiring what is hurtful, that 
we need no more for our ruin, than the 


1 of our own wiſhes. Hence, O God, 
how often do we miſplace our paſſions ; there 


many times mourning under the thoughts of 
a misfortune ; ; when the very thing we, la- 


ment, is the effect of thy particular mercy 


to us? And do not we as often publiſh our 
joy for being ſucceſsful in ſuch affairs, as 
afterwards open a gate to many misfortunes? 
And yet thus blind as we are, how do we 
every day undertake to preſcribe to thy Pro- 


vidence, both in private and public affairs, 
and are raſh enough, in our buſy wiſfies, to 


give directions to thy infinite wiſdom, of 
what is beſt to be done. 


Vol. XIII. M 
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O God, we confeſs” this to be great pre. 
ſumption of ſuch blind moles as we are, by 
which we uſurp upon thy prerogative, and 
prepare for ourſelves a ſucceſlion of diſquiets, 
there being nothing that gives us greater un- 
eaſineſs than the diſappointments of thoſe 
expectations, we have vainly raiſed to our- 
ſelyes, and to find our great dependencies 
come to nothing. $2 

Grant us therefore now thy grace, O 
God, we beſeech thee, that having diſcover- 
ed our own ill ſteps, we may learn to amend 
them. Grant us now ſuch an evenneſszof- 
mind, that we may be ready to embrace all 
thy appointments, that nothing may be able 
to bring an oppreſſion upon our ſpirits, or 
caſt us into darkneſs. We have ſeen too 
much the ill effects of a dejected mind, and 
therefore moſt earneſtly deſire to be delivered 
from all that ill management which leads 
to it. 

Rather, O Lord, may we now labour to 
leave ourſelves, and all whatever belqngs to 
us in thy hands. Give us a ſpirit wholly 
reſigned; for we know this is the ſureſt way 
to a true and laſting” peace, ſuch as is not 
ſubje& to the uncertainties of this world, 

nor depends upon the favourable circum- 
ſtances of our preſent being. Such a re- 
ſignation is the way, at all times, and in all 


4 . 
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0 occurrences, to find comfort in thee, our 
> God, and it is never ſo ſolicitous for any 
K thing created, as to de put antief the . 
0 of ſalvation. 
How happy a fate would this be, in he 
If mitt of all-our unhappineſs !. ry - ARG Atte 


| Grant us this; petition, O God, and; N 
Is deſire no other happineſs i in a Aas 57151 


0 Ler us Proy. 0639) 


5 GOD, FA makeſt the fiithifull t to ; be or 
one mind; grant to thy people, that 
they may love what thou commandeſt, and 
defire what thou promiſeſt; that amidit the 
inconftancy of this world, there our hearts 
may be fixed, where the joys are unchange- 
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aber Through our Lord Je CRATE, . 
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JohN xvi. 23, 30. 


IN this Goſpel, Chrift, our Redeemer, com- 
mands his Apoſtles to pray; gives them 


. - encouragement to do it, and promiſes, that what- 


ever they ſhall aſk the Father in his name, he 
will grant it to them. Upon this, let us join 


our petitions, that God would direct us in the 


due performance of this holy exerciſe, that it 
may be to his glory, to our preſent and everlaſt- 
ing good: And firſt, that we may not neglect it. 


Let Us Pray. 


BLESSED Redeemer, who in teaching 

thy Apoſtles, haſt likewiſe taught us, 
how great an advantage we may make of 
prayer, for the relief of our neceſſities, and 
opening the treaſure of thy bleſſings upon 
us; grant we may learn from thy inſtruc- 
tions, and never be fo falſe to our own 
intereſt, as to neglect that on which all our 


good fs very much depends. 


N n rr 


* 
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- Preſerve us therefore, we beſeech thee, O 


Lord, from all negle& of prayer; ſince there 


can be no more evident ſign of an unhappy 


fate of the ſoul, than ſuch negleC. 


For, what muſt the ſtate of that ſoul be, 
which being ſubje& to many miſeries, neg- 
lects the remedies that are offered? 

Which being in the power of an enemy, 
will not call for the help of that hand, which 
offers it liberty? * 
Which being encompaſſed with infernal 
darkneſs, will not aſk for the Light of 
heaven? . EN 9 

Which being famiſhed for want of ſpiri- 
tual food, will not cry out for relief 

Which being poſſeſſed with many evil 
ſpirits, and daily with them fighting againſt 
its God, will not ſeek deliverance? f 
Which being in the way to hell, even to 
a ſtate of endleſs, and unchangeable miſery, 
goes on in a ſecure peace, and will not call 
upon God, to be its deliverer? *'_ | 

Which being poor, weak, diſeaſed, and 


in want of many helps, neceſſary for bring- 


ing it to the happineſs of heaven, goes on 
unconcerned, and will not aſk for what it 
wants? 4 
O God, we confeſs this to be an un- 
happy ſtate, even ſo unhappy, that, without 
a change, there can be little hopes of tlfat 
Mü 
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chriſtian, who lives on in a general in euſtom 
of neglecting his pra For what is this 


I but the contempt of del, the contempt of 


eternity, the E of falvation, the <0 
of God. 

Wherefore, O o gracious: Rodeeraee, 
Us appeal to thy infinite merey, for the for- 
.givenefs of whatever guilt we have hitherto 
contracted by ſuch neglect: Pardon us, we 
beſeech thee, this great blindneſs, ſtupidity, 

ic fin; and though we are unworthy of 

chat we” aſk, yet confiding in the merits of 


h- God. 108. ( 

But then, O $453 Weng Saviour; we 
woſt humbly fue for ſuch new ſtrength of 
grace, as 8880 more to fall under this 
elp us therefore, O God, and according 
to the fineerity of 'our deſires, be now afſiſt- 
ing to us. ns on LIST 
1 reterde s from all neglect whos prayers. 
R. Preſerve us, 0 Lord, we _— ee by 
#by grucr. 

Grant, that chiught floth or lunineſtj. we 
"Sy no more neglect our prayers. R. Grant 
"U Lord, Toe beſeeth thee.” bn Ist 1080 

5 Grant, that no immoderate ſolicitudeꝭ in 


85 ſacred paſſion, we hope We find * 


be affairs, may be any more the occh- 


ſion 0 neglecting our «prayers. N. Grat 
it, 9 Lid, we beſecch thee. 


e 


e | 


both of thy glory, and our own true inter 
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Grant, that no idle divertiſements be any 
more made the occaſion of neglecting our 
prayers. R. Grant it, O Lord, we bejeech 
hee. 7 

Grant that no — buſineſs be. any 
more made the occaſion of neglecting our 
pag R. Grant it, 0 Lord, we beſeech 

8; 

Grant, that no dulneſs of ſpirit, no grief 
at misfortunes, no paſſion or anger, nor 
other inward diſturbance, be any more made 
the oceaſion of neglecting our prayers. R. 
Grant it, O Lord, we beſeech be. 

Grant, that no love of company, nor 
tepidity, nor coldneſs or indevotion, m 
any more made the occaſion of neglecting 
our prayers. R. Grant it, OT, e 45 
* ber.. T,H 

Hear us, O Lord, in, theſe pethlong ful 
mercifully deliver us from all thoſe i adi 


ſitions of mind, which have e. contri- 


buted to this our paſt neglect; and now, hy 
the power of thy grace, make us ſo ne, of | 


as no more to be careleſs in that e 
cannot fall under an habitual neglect, (A 
out the evident danger of our being eterna ly 
loſt, - Hear us, therefore, O Jeſus, and ja 
thy mercy grant 8 our e N 

ir. 
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Beſides this, we have another petition to 
make to thee, O God, and it is this, That 
thou wouldeſt teach us how to pray; that 
thou wouldeſt give us a good ſpirit, ſuch as 
may raiſe our minds, and inflame our hearts 
in the performance of this holy exerciſe, ſo 
that our prayers may aſcend like incenle : in 
thy ſight. 

For this end, we beſeech thee, O merci- 
ful Father, to * from us all that dulneſs 
of ſpirit, which too often attends us at our 
prayers; and make us ſenſible, that repeat - 
ing over words, or bending our knees, is 
not prayer, except our ſouls are raiſed to- 
wards thee in ſighs and Seien, and n 
life to what we do. | 

Hence, O God, we beg of thass that as 
often as we come to prayer, we may have a 
ſenſe of thy infinite Majeſty, in whoſe pre- 
ſence the pillars of Heaven tremble; and 
hence be ſtruck with that humbling reverence 
as becomes ſuch poor worms, as we are, 
whoſe great unworthineſs, ought not to ap- 
pear before thee, without fear. 

Grant likewiſe, that at the ſame time, we 
may be poſſeſſed with the true idea of our 
great miſery, of our many neceſſities, and 
infinite dangers, with which we are encom- 
paſſed all the time of this mortal life, and 
that our only help is from thy goodneſs. 
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And hence, O moſt ſovereign Lord, may 
our ſouls be prepared with all their powers to 
adore thee, who art fo infinitely adorable; 
with all their ſtrength to praife ' thee, who 
art infinitely worthy of all praiſe; and with. 
the loudeſt cries implore thy goodneſs, for 
the remedy of our great miſery, and the re- 
lief of our extreme poverty. 

In this manner teach us to appear before 
thee, O God, with ſome life and inward vi- 
gour of our foul 3 for we confeſs, it is a con- 
fuſion to us, to look back upon ourſelves, 
and ſee, in what a dull, irreverent, and 
ſenſeleſs manner, we have hitherto come 
into thy preſence 

We confels thee to be our God, who haſt 
power both to fave, and to deſtroy; and yet 
when' we have preſented ourſelves before thee, 
how often. has it been, with no more ſenſe or 
reverence, than if thou wert no more than 
an idol of the heathens, and hadſt no Know- 
ledge of what we do 

We ſee, how infinite our raifarize;! dw 
numberleſs our ſins have been; ; and yet how 
often have we come before thee, with as little 
concern, as if we had no dependence on thy 
Copy nor any want of thy mercy? ' 

This, O God, has been too much our way 
Alen with ſhame, we confeſs before thee, 

and moſt humbly beg thy grace for the 
a | v 
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amendment of it; that, for the 'timer2ts 
come, às often às we pray, it may alway 
be, in a manner bechming our miſery, 
thy infinite majeſty; that is, humble in 
adoring, and fetrvent in petitioning: For 
What can we expect of good, if, when we 


eome te pray, we forget both ourſelves, and 


thee, out God oben ran ed gings 
: Preſerve. us likewiſe, we befeech thee, 
Kom all roving and unſettled thoughts, in 
time of prayer, and fix them wholly upon 
thee ; for we cannot but own: it a very un- 
accountable weakneſs, to be ſo many ways an 
Want of thy help, and yet, when we come 
mu a tot nemme we want, 
nor What we aſk. 1124] 10 108 6 
This plainly n our pray er to be a 
Kinddof form, Which we are not willing to 
* ontiv;/ but that, in reality, we are not ſeri- 
ous iH ©urfear of hell, or defires of heaven; 
/whilf6b whenever we come ſeemingly to treat 
oß theſe great affairs, we adjourn the conſi- 
de ration and let every little buſineſs, and 
impertinent fancy, take place of this greater 
concern- 21 dem YET 4 03 2949 Hon 
„ QrGot! kat tun we do, but condemn 
surſtibecs of an intolerable careleſſneſs and 
u onderiul ſtupidity, in opening our hearts 
to every idle thought, when we are ſpeaking 
to thee eur God, and ſettling the affairs of 
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— y! I is enough to humble us, to ſee 
this weakneſs, and I pray God it may truly 
humble us ; that ſeeing. ourſelves, we ay 
bait to be more ſerious. 

And thou, O God, help us in performing 
better! this duty of prayer, that Whenever 
we undertake it, we may be more watchful 

againſt the 28 iſtractions, to which we 
are ſubject: not only to reſolve againſt 
them, but Aren to be afraid of them, as 
of the deſigns of an enemy, and witk all aur 
power to caſt them from us. Grant this, O 
God, becauſe we have reaſon to apprehend, 
that our general diſſipation of mind, in time 
of prayer, is nothing but our want of care, 
a want of being . in brag prog in _ -We 
aden Ol 257% 
01 9 our care FS. let * b 
roy to us, that we never preſume of 
what we do, nor depend on our own en- 
deavours, but- entirely on thy promiſes and 
the merits of 'Jefus Chriſt dur Nedeemer s 
For we confefs, of ourſelves, ſinners a 
we are, and chikfren. of Adam, we have no 
right even to to pray, much leſs can we have 
apies of obtaining. All our ſufficiency is 
in jeſus Chriſt, and * 
beſeech thee, we may never preſume of 
ne butabvays aſk;in his name; 105 for ĩt 
10 Sans H DIE be. 1 101 
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is, upon this condition only, we hans. the 


on of veg Dent. 
5 1 Us. r. 


O 60, from whom all good things 
proceed, grant to us thy petitioners, 
that by thy holy inſpirations, we may think 
what is right, and by thy direction, do what 
is good, —— our Lord e Wan 
— en 


1 . 


4 E * * . * * 
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Ox TUR TRR EE-ROGATION-DA Vs. 


| * 


Luxx . 


THESE. foals” LS ns en Thich 


in abſtinence and prayer; ſo to obtain God's 

ble ing on the fruits of the earth, and for our 
preſervation from all peſlilential di Nempers, as 
likewl iſe ta prepare for the great ſolemnity of 
Chriſes Aſcenſion : Let us therefore join with 
the church, and offer both our abſtinence and 


prayer, in ſoliciting, as the church directs. 


* N. 
— 
* p 
@ 
Y 


the faithful are called to humble themſelves 
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7 beſeech thee, 0 Lond, 1 regard 
to the humiliation, and prayers o thy 
church, which in one voice and mind, is 
united throughout the world, in petitioning 
for thy mercy. Turn not away thy ear from 
their cries,” but, as thou haſt encouraged 
them to ſeek thee, ſo mercitully grant them 
the effect of their deſires. And while we 
likewiſe now join, and add our mite to the 
reſt, be rn to us, and S our 
req nets: Dy an 
TEE 0 Lord, we beſeech thee, upon us 
thy creatures, and as thou haſt given us a 
being, ſo in thy mercy vouchſafe to ſupport 
the being, which is thy gift. Let nothing 
be wanting to us, which is neceſſary for our 
ſubſiſtence: And for this end, let the fruits 
of the earth partake of thy Bleſling ; for we 
confeſs, O God, that all the induſtry of 
man upon the earth, cannot make it fruitful, 
except thou, who art the heavenly. huſband- 
man, doeſt give the increaſe. Wherefore, 
O Lord, let thy heavenly dew water the 
earth, and by a ſeaſonable time make it 
bring forth its fruit ; that enjoying the plenty 
of thy bleſſings, the poor may be provided, 
and the rich be excited, with gratitude to 
acknowledge their common benetaQor, - 
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This mercy,” O God, we aſk, depending 
on thy infinite goodneſs; for when: 'we' CON» 
fider ourſelves, and-ſee, how thy bleſſings, 
in the fruits of the earth, are ſo many ways 
abuſed to ſin, and Wadde ſerviceable to all 
manner of exceſs; we cannot but be in 


confuſion at the ſight of our ſinful ingrati- 


tude, and know not how to-afk thy bleſſings, 
to de again repeated upon us, which we have 


| hitherto ſo much e to * E re 


fure. 
We confeſs it therefore, 0 Lotd, we. hes 


ungiiteful wretches, and altogether. un» 
worthy of what we afk. But, O i 


Father, lock not, we beſeech thee, upon 


our iniquities, nor deal with us according to 
dur ſins; but according to the multitude of 
thy tender merces, have compaſſion on — 
It is to tir owrintfinite goodneſs we 
which has ſo many ways manifeſted itſelf th 
the unworthy, and by undeſerved- mercies; 
obliged even the greateſt finners to confeſs 


and glorify thy holy name. This goodneſs 


O Bord, manifeſt to us alſo, in the grant o 
our petition, tlrat we may gire glory to thes; 


and with thankſyiving. ackiiveledge, how 
much thy mercy exceeds our iniquity,” 1:45! 


And not only thus, but, O Lord, let duſt 
and aſtes yet farther enlarge its petition to 


its God, for the preſervation; of this being, 
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which thou haſt given us; for it is not only 
on the product of the earth we depend, but 
likewiſe on the air too, which, in the breath 
we draw, is a part of our life. Grant us 
therefore, we beſeech thee, a ſeaſonable time, 
and let no infection corrupt the air, by 
which we live; preſer ve us from all peſtilen- 
tial diſtempers both in man and beaſt; turn 
not thy creatures againſt us for our deſtruc- - 
tion, and ſuffer not thoſe, by which we er 
to take life from us. 

This, O God, muſt be the elſe of thy 
goodneſs to us; for we-confeſs, our life is 
wholly in thy hands, and if thou preſerveſt 
us not, we cannot ſubſiſt. Have compaſſion 
therefore on us, who here acknowledge our 
dependence; and grant, we may be ever 
mindful of it, and this, oO” God, in ſuch a 
manner, as to live to thy glory, and every 
day: return our being to thee, which we 
have received from thee, and Thich every 


day, e e on 1 ee "os its lor 


— 

In e to dag grant us, we | beſcech 
thee; a true ſenſe of : gratitude, which may 
oblige us, at all times, to bet faĩthful in thy 
ſervice, and give us a horror of olfending | 
thee, by hoſe pure mercy we ſubfiſt. 
Let i this gratitude likewiſe! extend, 0 
Lord, to the uſe of all thy ereatures;" that, 
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whereas thy goodneſs. has provided them, 
for the ſupport of our neceſſities, and the 
preſervation of our being, we may, with 
thankſgiving, uſe them for this end, ſo to 


anſwer the purpoſes of thy bounty to us. 
But then, O Lord, may we be ever mind- 


ful, how great muſt be the crime, of turning 
thy gifts to the ſervice of fin, which thou haft 


| . us for our ſubſiſtence; and may the 


rror of this ingratitude, for the future, be 
a check to our inclinations, and a tie upon 
our hands, as often as by our corruption, 
we are prompted to ſuch unworthineſs 
againſt thee, our God, and merciful bene - 
factor. 

Grant this, O Lord, and let this be the 
effect of thy grace to us, that now, While we 
aſk for bleſſings, we may learn to make a 
right uſe of what we receive, and no more 
abuſe thy bounty to the increaſe of our ſin. 

Grant likewiſe, we may truly humble 
8 this day, and by a ſincere repen- 
tance, purify our ſouls from the guilt of 


all our paſt iniquity, and thus prepare to 


celebrate the ſolemnity of our Lord's Aſ- 
cenſion, by accompanying him at preſent in 
ſpirit and deſire to the throne of his eternal 
Father, and being in a preparation to follow 
him, whenever our time ſhall come to be 
called out of this world, 
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The Wee is to be repeated an Tueſday and 
— eee a9, F558 Wm 1%. he ang 
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1 RANT, we baſeats, thee, 4 
God, that we, who in our affliction © 

bras 1 in thy goodneſs, may under thy pro- 
tection, be defended from all , 
Through our Lord aN e v5; 1:96 apt 
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: Mank xvi. 14, 20. 
T HIS being the feſtival of our Lords aſcenſion 
into heaven, let us this day give him thanks 
for all he has fe uffered, in the work: of our re- 
demption, and rejoice with him, that the tims of 
his. humiliation being ended, he is now to enter- 
into the kingdom of his Father. 


Let us P rays 


"HIS. being the day, on which all thy 
labours, 0 bleſſed Jeſus, were finiſhed 
on 28 behold we here aſſembled, moved 
with a ſenſe of gratitude, bow down, and 
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thee thanks for all thou haſt ſuffered 
r the redemption of man:. 

For the humility and poverty of thy birth. 
R. We adore, praiſe, and give thee thanks. 
For the humility of thy education, in 
king fo _ years in ſubjection baue thy 

ents. Me adore, a 0 
| thet thanks * 15 8 15 5 9 1 * 

For th I — in the. deſert 
for our ; Hos no . We adore; praiſe, 
and give thee thanks. 

For thy going chrough towns and cities, 
preaching the kingdom of God, healing and 
doing good to all. R. We adore, praiſe, and 
Hive thee thanks, 3 

For thy ſeeking the loft ſheep, and the 
great mconragetnent thou haſt given to fin- 
ners, to return to God, with the * were of 
finding mercy. | "Ge We 2” ah, we rec 
Sue thee thanks. - ed 

For giving us thy body and blood; for the 
food and nouriſhment of our ſouls. R. We 
adore, praiſe, and give thee than. 
For thy agony in the garden, and being 
betrayed by thy own diſciple. R. Me adore, 
praiſe,” and give thee thanx. 
For being ſeized and carried away as n 
malefactor, for being 'falſly accuſed, and 
ſtruek on the face. R. We _ praiſe, 
„ thanks. LICGLOF Yau” 
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For being denied by thy own Apoſtle: 
Defpiſed by Herod, and given up by Pilate 
to the will of the jews. R. * ae, 
praije, and give thee thanks, 

For being . at the pillar, and con- 
— à moſt ot ps death. R. We 
edore, praiſe, and thee thanks. 97 838 

For being reckoned with malefactors, 
crucified between two thieves, made the 
ſcorn of men, blaſphemed by thoſe that 


paſſed by, derided by the Jews, mocked by 


the ſoldiers, and reviled by the malefactors. 
R. We adore, projſe, and No thee thanks. 

For all the humiliations, reproaches, falſe 
accuſations, perſecutions, and cruelties, thou 
waſt pleaſed to ſuffer for our ſalvation, from 
thy birth in the ſtable, to thy ſacred death 
on the croſs. R. Fer all, O Lord, whatever 
thou haft done and fuffered for us, we, on this 
day, of thy exaltation, _— projje, and gfve 
Shea dbanks. 18 

For all, O Lord Jeſus, may- thy holy name 
de bleſſed, adored, and ſanQified by all 
creatures, may all nations of the earth con- 
Heſs. the glory of thy mercy, and may all, 
that believe in thee, daily renew the _ 
of thy overflowing charity, in the 
acknowledgments of a holy life, by Going 
thee faithfully, and Ws eren zealous for 
thy honour, | 


ug! \$% 
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And now, O Bleſſed Redeemer, this 
being the day of thy triumphal entrance into- 
heaven, behold we join with thee in our joys 
for that the time of thy ſuffering is ended, 
for that thou haſt finiſhed the difficult work 
thou hadſt undertaken, haſt overcome ſin, 
overcome death, overcome hell, and af 
now entering victorious into heaven, to be 
2 for thy humiliation, to take poſſeſ- 
on of thy eternal kingdom, to be ſeated at 
the right hand of thy Father, there to be 
adored by the angels, to be praiſed by the 
Cherubims, to be magnified by the Sera» 
phims, to be glorified by all bleſſed Spirits, 
and the ſouls of the juſt for all eternity. 
For this, O Bleſſed Jeſus, we rejoice ; 
aſcend therefore, O triumphant Redeemer, 
and poſleſs that kingdom, which thou haſt ' 
purchaſed for thyſelf and us, at the price of 
thy ſacred blood. 
Princes, lift up your gates: Eternal gates 
be ye lifted up, and the King of Glory ſhall 
enter in. 

_ Chriſt is the King of Glory: Our Lord 
ſtrong and mighty, our Lord, powerful in 
battle. | . | 
Princes, lift up your gates: Eternal gates 

be ye lifted up, and the King of Glory ſhall 
enter. 1er 3 | 
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Chriſt is the King of Glory: The Lord 
of all power, he is the King of glory. 
All you nations, rejoice; with jubilee 
and loud exclamations, give praiſe to God. 

For Chriſt aſcends in triumph, and our 
Lord with the ſound of trumpets, 


Sing praiſes to our God ; ling, ſing praiſes 
to our King. 


For God is King of the whole earth, fng 
with underſtanding. 


God will reign over the nations ; God fits 
upon his Holy Throne, 

Our Lord has prepared his Throne in 
Heaven; and all things ſhall be ſubje& to 
his empire. 

| Bleſs our Lord, all his Angels, mighty 
ia ſtrength, who execute his commands, 
and are ſtill ready to receive his orders. 

Bleſs our Lord, all you Militia of Heaven, 
who are miniſters to execute his will. 

Bleſs our Lord, all his works, in ev 
place of his dominions ; my ſoul, bleſs thou 
our Lord. 

Receive, O Lord, theſe our jubilees in 
this day of thy aſcenſion, and now mercifully 
vouchſafe to make us ſo ſenſible of thy 
glory, that, from this time, our hearts ma 
be enflamed with a deſire of following thee, 


and our principal care be, to walk in thoſe 
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| Wer W 0 ey loving Kedevmiy, on 
thi feſtival of thy aſcenſion, vouchſafe to 
remember us, who are here left in this 


vale of tears, who are here encompaſſed with 


dangers, have many difficulties,” 


aſſiſtance, we ſhall certainly fail in our ROME 
and never be ſo happy, as to follow thee.” 


This favour» thou didſt ſhew to thy Apoltles, 

in lifting up thy hands, and blefling them 
before thy aſcenſion. Remember us alſo, 
on this day, and vouchſafe to give us thy 
bleſſing; the bleſſing, O Lord. of true peace; 
the bleſſing of a firm faith; the bleſſing of 
patience ; the bleſſing of a ſincere and hum- 
ble heart; the bleſſing of purity and charity; 
the bleſling of the love of God with all our 


heart, and with all our ſtrength. This bleſ- 


ſing grant us, O Lord, on this day of th 
joy; that, as thou aſcendeſt to Heaven, 
we may be in preparation to follow thee⸗ 0 
But then, 0 moſt gracious Lord, 4 
the more effectual accompliſhing chis great 


ag ich have led! thee t0 this ſtate of 


to ſtruggle, and are fo diſabled through our 
own corruption, that, 'if we have” not the 
bleſſing of thy protection and grace, for our 


Have compaſſion therefore on us, and now 
aſcending to the Father, leave us thy bleſſing. 


work, vouchſafe to change our hearts by thy 
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holy grace, and raiſe them above all thäf, 


which this time, links them to the earth. 
Raiſe our hearts, O Lord, we beleech,; 


thee, above all, that is ſinful 3 break our 
chains, which at preſent keep our ſouls, as 
captives to the world, and hinder us from 


walking in the ways of thy commandments; 


I ohininyanp; this that. grace. 0b; Mets: 


how-ſhallwe follow the: :? 5 


We know, we cannot enter * N 
with our ſins, and therefore, that we muſt 
either renounce our fins, or loſe our hope. 
Help us therefore, O Bleſſed Lord, and b 


thy grace, give us ſtrength to overcome 


ate, which can * no admittance into 
happiness. 

Raife likewiſe our ne O God, above 
the love of money, and of the A that 
no immoderate affection to periſhable goods, 

may indiſpoſe our hearts, and render them 
— for ſeeking thee our God. 


Raiſe our hearts, O God, above all, that 
is ſerviceable to an ambitious. or vain hu- 


meur ; for we are very ſenſible, how. much 


thi e the ſoul, confines it pay , 


17 121 
1 * by 


7 


our evils; that we may no longer live on in 
the practice of what is ſinful, but break 
from it with violence, and chuſe rather to 
bear the difficulty of preſent ſelf-denials, in 

= to our amendment, than abide in ſuch 


— — — — — 
- 
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and takes i is . happineſs 
ich thou haſt prepared for us. 
KRaiſe our hearts, O God, above all. im- 
—— ſolicitude for the things of this 
world, and take from us all excels: Becauſe 
this is a continual diſtraction to the foul, 
and makes us ſo buſy,with, trifles, that we 
have no leiſure for ſeeking what is eternal. 
++ {Raiſe our. hearts, O God, above all 1. 
quiets, trouble, ber, yain — 
muſements, and inward, oppteſſion of any 
45 For theſe are very prejudicial, to us, 
So «whenever our, ſouls, fink under any of 
them, we Re in danger of being put out of 
the way of heaven, and are ſo much in the 
Mak to>{ce, by which way we are to 
advance to thee. 

Raiſe our hearts, O God, above all ber 
things, whatever they be, which engage us 
to the earth, and are a hinderance in the 
Wa of Gilvatian.) Thou. knoweſt all, our 
difficulties, and what it is in particular, that 
is a ſnare to our ſouls. Jo thee, O God, 
we ſubmit it, whatever it bez and moſt ear- 
_ neſtly beſeech thee, to be our deliverer. 
2 20 Heal, O Bleſſed Redeemer, our diſtem- 
pered minds; diminiſh in them all worldly 
concerns. Convince us this day, that our 
only happineſs is in heaven, and inſpire us 
no with ſincere e of ſeeking that 
hap- 
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happineſs. Draw our hearts to thee, 0 
Jeſus, and white thou aſcendeſt to heaven, 
leave us not under our natural blindneſs; to 
ſeek happineſs on earth; for where Go 
our happineſs, if we love not meer 


1 
gt > 
_— 


Let us Mey. | 
8 Y RANT, we ' beſeech thee, Almighty 
N God, that we, who beſieve thy only 


ly gon this day to have aſcended into heaven, 
„ may dwell there in ſpirit, by fixing our 
of minds on heavenly things. Through the 


E fame. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. {+42 2608 
he 1 


For ALL. THE Davs WITHIN THE. 
DODcravx OF THE ASCENSION. .'' 


2 BLESSED Redeemer, who being 
aſcended into heaven, art ſeated at the 
right hand of thy Father; look upon us 
with the eyes of mercy, who are yet in this 
vale of tears, who are yet ſeparated from 
thee, our everlaſting good, and (which is a 
{till greater unhappineſs) are in danger of 
being eternally ſeparated from the. 
We have nothing in our nature, that can 


prevent this being our unhappy lot; nay, 
Vol. XIII. 
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of ourſelves, we. draw this misfortune 
our own. heads; for what are we, O God, " 
blindneſs and corruption? What are * but 
poor worms; N are pleaſed with evil; 
who run into ſin; who forſake thee, our 
God; who hearken to eyery thing that is vain 
and deceitful. and are tired with thoſe things 
. only, which will do us good? Every —— we 
Fe. ſo much of our own perverſeneſs and 
weakneſs, that we are obliged to humble 
_ourſelyes. before thee, and confeſs, that, if 
we are. left to ourſelves, we muſt certainly 
periſh, and arge g ern muſt be our 
inheritance. 11 (i .2HLWE 
Jo thee e 0 Dlefſed e ve 
ft up our eyes and heart, imploring thy 
3 in behalf of us miſerable ſinners, con- 
fling, that thou art our only help, and our 
hope, and that if thy compaſſion does not 
move thee to our e we have nothing 
herein. to truſt. rlaigtdg 
Look therefore, we 3 thoe.” upon 
ns, and conſidering all our miſery and weak- 
neſs, mercifully give us help, as thou ſeeſt 
our wants require it. And now at this time, 
5 lince thou art aſceuded to the Father, there 
to prepare a place for us, and haſt com- 
manded us to follow thee; prepare, we 
deſeech dae. our RAG | to n w—_ aol 


's 
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mands, and ſuffer nothing to put us out of 
the way, into - Which thou pat called us. 
That we may be thus happy, give us, 
moſt Gracious Lord, a true apprehenfion 
of this world, aud of all, that belongs to it. 
Open our hearts, to ſee, how vain, falfe, 
and deceitful it is; how treacherous are all 
the ſatisfactions it offers, how contemptidle 
is all its greatneſs, n how tort” its conti 
nuance. . n 
Hence, O God, grant this were to us, 
chat we may learn to deſpiſe the world; that 
we may neither deſire its favour, nor far its 
frowns, but have an equal contempt of both 
extremes; convince us likewiſe of tlie true 
valus of che eternal goods, which thou haft 
prepared for thoſe, that ſerve thee, and how 
great is the happineſs of being in the un- 
nun poſſeſſion of thee, our God. 
Hence, O jeſus, may we ſee ſtill more 
"plainly, what the world is; how great is 
the folly of admiring it; how great the blind- 
nels of feekittg it, more than the next; and 
 how/unaccountable' is the madneſs of lofinng 
everlaſting happineſs, and all that is good, 
for che momentary ſatisfaction of this Pretefe 
life. 20 31 
In this' manner, O0 Bleſſed Regectiep, 
ſettle! the inward ſentiments of our fouls, 
that we may truly conceive how great is thy 
Ny 
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love, in commanding us to follow thee, and 
that our only true intereſt, is in obeying thy 
commands: That we may no more be de- 
luded with things, that are preſent, but 
thirſt, after eternal goods: That we may 
not meaſure either our happineſs or unhap- 
pineſs, by our preſent circumſtances of life ; 
but only with regard to eternity: That we 
may look upon it as the portion of worl 
fouls, to ſeek the world, and have their 
hearts taken up with its concerns: And, as 
for us, that being called to an everlaſting in- 
heritance, our buſineſs is to ſeek God, and 
labour for happineſs, that is eternal. | 
Thus, O Jeſus, let thy grace work in us, 
and fix theſe principles in our ſouls, that 
our lives may be directed by them. For we 
confeſs, we are as yet very imperfect, and 
far from that diſpoſition of heart, which we 
defire. As yet our concern is too great for 
| worldly things; we are too deſirous of what 
pleaſes, and too much diſquieted at every 
thing that is uneaſy to us. We know not 
yet, how to take up our croſs with ſatisfac- 
tion, nor are pleaſed with fuch humiliations, 
as are capable of andi us in our way to 
heaven. 
Theſe and many other en, are 

yet in us, which too plainly ſhew, that this 
world 1 is more to us, than it qught 3 and 


ſeech thee; reform all our diſorders, reme- 
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that our ſouls are not in a due preparation of 
following thee to the region of bliſs. 

But whatever our indiſpoſitions be, behold, 
0 moſt. loving Redeemer, we are our own: 
accuſers; 1 7 ay them all before thee, and 
implore both thy power and mercy, for the 
21 of our complaints. 

Have compaſſion therefore on us, we be- 


dy our weakneſſes, change our hearts, and 
mercifully renew in us the in ward man: 


That now we may begin to live in earneſt 
like men of faith, like perſons, who ſhew 


their comfort to depend on thee, and their 
.happineſs| to be; Not: in this world, but in 
* life to come. 


Hear us, O O God, dur i , and 


"now. powerfully draw our hearts to thee : 


Draw us by the love of eternal bliſs; draw 
us by the defire of 8 0 thee our God; 


and tet the ſtrength. thy grace be ſuch, as 
to carry us on, ſo as not to be put out of our 
way, either by the fatteries of this world, 
or the troubles of it. 

Teach us to make a ri ki ule of all . 
circumſtances of our life, 10 as, whether we 
are pleaſed, or diſpleaſed, ſill to alk this 
' queſtion, Hati am I to ntanaye- the preſent cir- 
. o as\to make it ſerviceable to eternal 
te ? May this be our confideration at all 

Sm --- 
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tities z. and ĩn tin may we be as wiſeg ag the. 


children of this generation: As they are ever 
contriving, how to make the belt of 4 
thing, in order to their preſent intereſt 
may it be our contrivance, how to turn 
every thing to the advantage of the life to 
come. 

May this be our Vinlem dr feckthe nett 
Wörld, whilft others ſeek this; turn our 
8 its, O God, that way; turn our deſires, 
M our endeavours, and in that may wer 
face” our pi incipal comfort. Work this" 
. & in our ſouls, O God, and in 
is manner prepare them for à better 

than this world affords: Thus, O Jeſus, Wel 
may hope, when thou calleſt us out of this 
life, to aſcend to thee, and take poſſeſſion 
of thoſe places, which thou haſt n 
to prepare for us. 
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RANT, we beſeech thee? Almig 
God, "that we, who believe thy 57 
Son, this day to have aſcended into Heavens 


may dwell there in Tpirit,'"1 Fixing otip! 
minds on heavenly Ong . 'Throu gh'thes 
ſame Lord Jeſs Op, y Sen- n en 


310 i e219 ity 10 IO J, n 20. 28A 11000 


221 0 


8 I 
+# Xx E 
v- 


we 55 | Sy > « #13 R032 rye * 57711 70 . d. 
SUNDAY WITHIN THE. Gee or r 
7 + | ASCENSION. Be RL, 


163223 = 7 ts * 
957 Jour. > xv. WM xvi. . Ai ribs 


Pn goſpel, Chriſt tells bis and” 
of. the, Holy Spirit, the Comforter, | which! be 


y would ſend to hows ; that this Spirit ſhould bear. 


5 tefimony- of him, and that they likewiſe ſhould... 
8 bear teſtimony of him. Hence let us take, ac 
d fon to pray, that whereas we have been f e 
8 by ihe - Apoſtles, and are their, follawers,, 4 

\ Hino Je ny bear wn Ghrifs and 

x * thn in bim. 3955 Sat e 


naa ks _ 


Let us "Hank £295 to Slot th 
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Avancury and Everlating God wie 
glorified .uthy., onty Son, and to 
fulfil his lev didſt fend down the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Comforter, upon the Apoſtles ; 
5 io, prepare them for that great work, ta 
they were called: Mercifully grant, 
that, we alſo may + partake of the — Holy 
Spirit, and being diſeiples to the ſame. 
maſter, may be enabled, to ſatisfy. thoſe 
obligations, which, in our ſphere, belong 
do us. | 
N iv 
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An particular, O God, ſince it has been 
thy mercy to us, to bring us to the faith of 
thy only ſon, we beſeech thee, that, as in 
thy / 4: rien ſo likewiſe in us, -this faith 
may be perfected by thy Holy Spirit; that 
by the effect of this Holy Mover, we may 
bear teſtimony of Chriſt, and in the general 
pradlice of our lives, give proof of our faith 
in him 
Help us in this point, 0 God, decauſe 
we know our weakneſs, and obſerve many 
occaſions, in which we are called to give 
teſtimony of Chriſt ;. but are ſo unhappy, as 
not to think of our duty, and even to for- 
Ser, whoſe diſciples we are. 3 
How often, O Jeſus, do we Garg thee, 
in time of our trouble, and when any provo- 
cation 18 given us by our neighbour ? It is in 
fuch occations, we are bound to ſuffer with 
humility, patience, and peace; and'by!theſe 
marks to give evidence of thy doctrine, of 
aur faith in thee, and in thy promiſes, which 
thou haſt made to ſuch, as by thy example, 
take up their croſs, and follow thee.. 155 
Thus we are obliged by our profeſſion, 
and it is certain, thoſe chriſtians, Who thus 
bear their croſs, in the ſpirit of a peaceable 
and humble patience, do plainly give teſti- 
mony of Chriſt. They ſhew the ſtrength of 
his = * ſhew the power of the goſpel, 


196 


of the crols, they teſtify the truth of hig 


Cave of the Aſebnfion. 
they preach and edify by their exampleyithey 


encourage others to ſubmit to the: difcipline 


iſes, whillt they - renounce nature, and 
uffer that, which is moſt : diſagreeable to 
them, in hopes of gaining that crown, 
which 1 is {et before tbe. 

Thus does the patient chriſtian: But What 
40 we? Can we fay, that, in our ſuffering, 
we bear teſtimony of Chrilt ? We preſently 
become impatient ;_ paſſion diſturbs us; gall 
is in our hearts, bitterneſs on our lips, our 
whole inward and outward man is in diſor- 
der. And what is there in all. this, Ge 
Chriſt or his Goſpel. Oils» 

O Bleſſed Jeſus! With — we confeſs 
ks in our trouble, we give no teſtimony of 
thee.” We ſhew, that a corrupt nature ſtill 
governs in us; we give proof of our pride, 
and our paſſion abounding in us, we ſhew, 
how little we deſire to have to do with thy 
eroſs, and how very little we confide in thy 


| promiſes, who are willing to ſuffer SAR; 


in hopes of thy eternal recompence. 
O Merciful Redeemer! What aconfuſion 
ought this, to be to us, that after fo m 
years profeſſing ourſelves thy diſciples, we 
t give ſo very little proof either of believ- 
ing in thee, or knowing thy goipel! O God, 


ve on it a great fault, and implore thy in- 
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fütte mercy, both for che pardofi — 
neglect, and likewiſe for p preparing ur fou 
fo better for the time to come. nt = 


' Grant! us therefore, O God, thy grate, 


that as öften as any thing bf woubIe> or un 


caſineſs happens to us, we may then be 
Tipaful, that we are called upon to give 
ny of thee; and do thou, O Jeſus, 
nd dy us, and give us ſtreng th to 
per fort, what is demanded of us. 
ben, O God, enable us, we beſeecti 
tn e, to com poſe our thoughts, to ſuppreſs 
yr inward Hh türbance; then open our eyed, 
0 thee go ing under 'the weight of thy 
"erbls and Herrn ir before us; Twen may 
"we Ho our hearts; and fee that eterfal 
weight” of glory, which thou haſt provided 
r thoſe,” who perſevere to the end. Then 
; may we” remember thy word; He that des 
Be fro ond follow after = i "or 
500 i r 

"OF ere, O jeſus, may we be erer 
feady to take up our croſs, and bear it with 
— patience, bear it with an humble ſpirit, 
bear it with ſubmiſſion, dear it with hope; 
„ral thus laböuring tö conform oürſehpes to 
Thy ſpirit and goſpel, may we gr give teſtimogy 
offtlièe, under all troubles, 245 according 
to our, profeſſion, ſhew ourſelves to bè th 
diſgples, even the diſciples of Chriſt cruci- 


— Ba: o 


all other occafions, may we bear, Witneſ 
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fied, who have an entire faith in thee, and - 


the life to come. 101 1 Ai Bog ;Pofeasg 
And not only in.time of troub uble, 2 


thee, our Redeemer, of thy doctrine, 1 
thy promiſes. 
oe NTT O Jeſus, 000 thous haſt., 
manded us to ſeek firſtthe kingdom. of G 
and not to love this world, may we, 9895 
day, give e of thee, ang, what. chan 
age taught. 
Give us grace, to be. conſtant. in al thoſe 
"exerciſes... which thou haſt. hg regs he 
jeffectual. for gaining beaven. . 
* "zealous and edifying in our prayers; 5 zee 
in giving alms; forward m.c 
aſſiſting; ; Charitable in adviſing; 5; — 
zin converſation; moderate in all that be- 
Jongs to this world; giving no "offence to 
any abounding in every good work, and 
_ no corrupt communication come out 
Ae h Thus, O God, may we be 
rl «(Faith Uto thee, walking in all thy command- 
ments, and labouring in all things to put 
om our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to live by bis 
Ipirit; And in this manner be daily * 5 
x 159: ew ourſelves the true N of our 
. an our Hyes hear 40 $4 f 
hl m. 0+ Dees 
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*I If) Jt 110 | ES. 2510 2 we} . | a=, p 


| 2 
is * N 0 * i 
300 Sunday within ibe 

. * - 


In conſequence. of this method, give us 
again thy grace, to depart from the world, 
as far as the world departs from the 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſets up for other Princi- 
ples, which are not approved by him. 

Whence, O God, we implore thy divine 
help, for rooting out of our hearts the love 
of the world, ſo that we may neither admire: 
its greatneſs, nor deſire its happineſs, nor 
ſeek its pomps, nor be fond of any thing 
in it: but rather chuſe, with Chriſt, all that 

is abject and humble. 

Thus, O moſt Gracious Habs): may we 
ſeparate from all, that is vain, -pompous,. 
and immoderate in the world, and labour 
to bring all things, in which we are con- 
cerned, to the humility and moderation of 
the goſpel. And if nature or acquaintance 
pleads againſt the method, may we call to 
mind our profeſſion, and, with that, anſwer | 
all arguments. * 

May we remember, that our r profeſſion 
is chriſtian, and what is that, but to be 
followers of Chriſt? And having undertaken 
this, can it be any wonder, if, we have 
more regard to what Chriſt teaches, than 
to what the world preſcribes ? - Or can it be 
re proyable,. if we let Chriſt be our guide, 
and not the world? There can — | 
no deſerved reproof, and therefore, we be- 


% 
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ſeech 2 O God, r ee us in this 
rinciple, of being ever ſolicitous, to bear 
2 of Chriſt in our lives,” and not * ; 
the wan ſince our profeſſion is, to-forfake 
all for Chriſt, and not to forſake Chriſt® 
or his goſpel, for the world. ll / 
If this cannot fail of meeting raillery to 
diſcourage it; yet ſill, O God, eſtabliſf us 
in our principle: and let us not be ſo weak, 
as to fear that, which is not to be feared; 
We have reaſon to fear thee, O God, be- 
cauſe by thee we are to be j: and thou 
haſt power of caſting into hell. But what | 
reaſon has a chxiſtian to fear the world, 
eſpecially as to the judgment it makes; ſince 
being at enmity ** ́ Chriſt, 2 cenſures 
are a argument of being in the ri 
— we beſeech 1 O 5 0 
ing Father, let this thy mercy be confirmed 
to us, that, without regarding what the 
world ſays, we may only confider this one 
thing, What thou fayeſt to us, who buſt-the 
words of eternal life, and by anden um 
rule, give 1 of the. — 
Thus, O God, in our clothes, r 
table, in our furniture, may e obſerve 
* moderation; beeauſe thou haſt pre- io 
ribed it in thy ſacred word. And 155 
the world encourages what is prodigal and 


vain in all theſe; N 7 
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thy law, and by our moderation or 
ever bear witneſs of the. 


Let the ſame be the rule of all our con- 
verſation; ; and therefore ſince thou haſt 
given us directions, to humble ourſelves to 
all; not to do any thing to be ſeen of men; 
not to love the uppermoſt ſeats; not to do 
any thing through ſtrĩfe or vain· glory ; not 
to be high- minded; not to exalt ourſelves, 
but to walk worthy 'of our vocation, with all 
humility and meekneſs and long-ſuffering ; 
let it be thy mercy to us, to be faithful to 
thy law, and though the world encourages 
all, that is contrary to it, yet ſtill by our 
humility, may we ever bear witneſs of thee., 

Grant; O God, the fame may be our 
| rule! in all company, ſo as ever to keep our 
eye upon thy Holy Will, upon thy com- 
mandments and Goſpel; and 4 ed we 
Jhall be invited to join in, contrary to yyhat 
thou haſt taught us; whether in ſinful diſ- 
courſe, in any intemperance or other excels 
may we {ill decline it, and thus by keeping 
within the bounds of thy goſpel, be ever 
| zealous: to bear. witneſs, of thee... 51:14 

.'This is What we deſire to do, in all © 


particulars, wherever the world ſets. r 
other maxims,. than what thou haſt taught. | 
In all theſe, give us grace to remember, 
who! is our maſter; who is our God, who 


oν enen. Jog 


to be odt judge; - and what is the rule, we 
have undertaken, and profeſs to foloW. 
Grant we may remember it, and not oh! 
remember it, but likewiſe, O merciful God, 
give us ſtrength to follow it; for great is our 
weaknefs"in this point; and if thou helpeſt 
us not, we are, every day of our lives, in 
dangef of being miſled' by the world. We 
have too an opinion % it, though thou 
haſt declared it thy enemy; and Whilſt it 
promotes what is faltabie to our inclination; 
we are willing to find reaſons to follow it, 
though, at the ſame time, we are ſenſible of 
it not bei ng — * to What thou haſt 
taught. 

"Wherefore; 'O moſt loving Redeemer, 
we beſeech thee; to ſhew thy mercy to us in 
this our weakneſs, and give us grace to 
ſtand againſt it; give us grace to be fincefe 
in What we have undertaken; and ſinee our 

fellivh is, not of following the world, 
dut of following thee our Redeemer, grant, 
we may be folicitous to follow thy golpel, 
and in the whole method of our life, endea- 
vour to bear teſtimony of thee; for this only 
Yer rue comfort to o thoſe, r een 

thee. nos 


f gs £ - 7 9 
1 . P 


mods s L er gt 1 
eo U 7400 i e., Fa g 1 
Arr. "ans „ Reeflaftin ng God, 
mercifully work this effett in our 


| fouls, that our wills may be piouſly affected 
towards thee, and that we may ſerve thee 
With fincere W Sb ee mis our ANC. 
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THs 10 5 lle be. vs reat folemnity of 

Pentecoſt, hen the Hely Ghoft, was 2 
Vw upon the' Apoſtles; let us beg grace to 
prepare our fouls, for receiving this Holy my 


Bane ors this neue dy oro 
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; 00 60D, who in mercy to us, hast, by 
AZ thy church, appointed us times, for 
reviving in our hearts the memory of thy 
bleſſings, and for preparing our ſouls, hut 
To we may have part in thy mercy :© Grant, 
we beſeech thee, we may this day comply 
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room, and there, wit een fromthe world, 
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with PE deſigns. of thy goadneſs, and labour 
to put ourſelves into ge; good diſpoſition, 
as. not to be excluded, for our e ce 
from the mercy of this time. N 
Grant we may: follow the. pattern ſet Us 
the Bleſſed Virgin and the Apoſtles, and 
Bom their example learn to prepare. 
They were ordered to go to Jerigalem, 
and wait for the coming of the Holy Ghoſt; : 
and for this end, they retired into an upper 


* o 
- xs 


prepared for the heavenly viſit. 

O God, help us in following this method, i 
and now give us grace, this day, to take off 
our hearts from all the diſturbance of worldly 
concerns. May we admit of no unnece 
buſineſs,.. nor let any unprofitable viſit or 
converſation be a diſtraction to our _ 
And however uneaſy this may be, yet, Ot 
God, let this be no hinderance; but may 
we ſtill remember, that our buſineſs, as 
chriſtians, is not to ſeek. our eaſe, but 1 
ſeek thee : That the concern is not great, 
whether nature be pleaſed; but it is our 
greateſt concern, that our ſouls be prepara 
to! receive the Holy. Ghoſt. > w | 

Thus, © moſt merciful God, help us in 
— our hearts from all, that can be 
a diſtraction to them; help us in gaining 

an inward. peace; and let it be our preſent 


$66: 5 Whitſun-Eve. 
, that while ve ſpend ſo much of oùr 
ves in preparing for the world, we find ſo 
late inclination, to employ a few moments 
in preparin = thee, our God; IF, 
Befides this, O God, may ve, this diy 
examine our er and fee, if there be any 


thing there injurious to that charity and bro«: 


therly love, which is due to every neighbour. 
For while thy Apoſtles were together in the 
_ 3 with one accord, expecting the 
of the Holy Spirit, they plainly ſhew 
oo of what ſpirit we ought to be, and that 
no uncharitableneſs is to be in thoſe breaſts, 
which are to be the Carer cent gs pra, 
Ghoſt. - | i Dos ST 
Grant aherefoer; 0 God of peace, We 
may, this day, remove out of our — 
whatever lies hid there of malice, hatred, 
I- will, or diſſention: And not yield to a 
perverſe nature, in a point, which renders 
us incapable of all thy bleſſings. Give us 
ſtrength to comply with this great duty; 
and this, O God, not only with our lips, 
but ſmcerely from our hearts, forgiving all, 
whomſoever we apprehend to have been in- 
jurious to us. Help us bere, we beſeech thee; ! 
for we know, how eaſy we are, in deceiving 
durlelves: And yet, if we do deceive our 
felves, how can we hope for the God of: 


charity and peace, to take poſſeſſion of ous 
breaſts, 


wet —_ 2 
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-$till-another favour. we aſte of cher, our 
moſt, gracious Lord; that, as the Bleſſed 
Virgin, with thy Apoſtles, were at this time 
perſ: evering in prayer, to prepare for the 
deſcending of the Holy Ghoſt : So we may 
employ ſome time, in the ſame holy exerciſe, 
and by ſending up fervent ſighs to heaven, 
move thee to pour forth thy Spirit upon us. 

Wherefore, O God, teach us how to 
pray; teach us, at this time, to manifeſt. 


our deſires before thee, and from the true_ 


ſenſe of our wants, „ 0. eg. 
to our relief. 


O God, we are exttainly — and — | 


ble, and it is by the infuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Comforter, we are to be re- 
pleniſhed with new life. Grant therefore, 
we may have a true ſolicitude, at this time, 


for obtaining it, and let nothing be wanting, 


through our neglect, that may be neceſſary 
to prepare aur ſouls for ſo 4. a gueſt. 

For this end, we beſeech thee, 0 Holy. 
Spirit, to enlighten and direct us in th 


days of thy folemnity; let not the ſpirit al 
the world govern in us, but do thou, O 
Holy Ghoſt, fo entirely move us, that 
thy oten direction our ſouls. may be 2 
not only to receive thee now, mt to become, 
thy habitation __ ever. 
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CY RANT, ve beſeech thee, Almig 

IF" God, that the fplendour of thy 
brightneſs may ſhine. upon us; and that the 
light of thy light may, by the illumination 
oß the Holy Ghaſt, confirm thoſe, who 
through thy grace are regenerated. Through 
Eur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Sen. 
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"HIS being. the day, on which the Holy 
SGhoſt the Comforter, as Chriſt had pro- 
miſed, came dawn. upon. the Apaſtlet, in the 
ferm of fiery tongues, and. ſo repleniſhed them 
with a new ſpirit, that they were now fitted 
for that. great work which Chriſt had recom- 
Fe to them, of preaching his faith to all 
_ rations: Let us, with gratitude, acknowledge 
this: mercy, and give praiſe to God. fer. the bliſs 
Jing of this. day. | | e 6m 


ths. id * — 
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U Nr thanks for the wonderfu 
Spirit upon the Apoſtles. 
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5 00. of inte goodueb, beheld uk 
thy ſervants ha. down, acknowl 


of this day, in lending | down t 25 "i 


To be their guide, to teach, and 1 [lead 
them into all truth. | 
- To be their light, to go before: them, _ 
give them underſtanding. A 
To be their comlortery: to abide with 
them for ever. 


To be-their «life and ret, to confirm 
them againſt their own natural weakneſs, 


Jo be their peace, amidſt all the contra» 
diQtions of an unbelieving world. a 


Io prepare and fit th em, for preaching 
the faith of Chrilt to all nations. 


For confeſſing his name before princes 
and potentates. 


For making war againſt the prince of 
darkneſs 

For paid the empire of the 7 

For eſtabliſhing the Church of Chriſt, an 


eternal kingdom, which mould never 


an end. hays 


For following their maſter, and rriumphing 
over Vice > and error, by their blood. 


Wes adh 


$40 
For this thy mercy, O God, may int an- 
tions bleſs the. 
May all people of the earth adore thee. 

"May all the wanne ye E e 
2 Ac. 

For that by hs 8 of this ay; thou 
"haſt eſtabliſhed: a church. 

To which thou haſt made thy covenant of 
meren. Kii AM End DRE. 

ber being the 8 a ground of truth. 

For leading all in the way of ſalvation. 
ye! For thy being its-everlaſting light. We 

For having its gates open contianaliyy' and 
nat to ſhut, day or nighklʒlt. 
This, O moſt Gracious Land, wak an ex- 
fect of thy goodneſs; grant, we beſeech 
thee, we may be truly ſenſible of it; and 
that living thy faithful ſervants, we may 
have the 1 of thy Holy Ordinance, and 
ou be glorified in thy own works. 

May we be ever mindful; how great'is 
the mercy of ſending the Holy Ghoſt up- 
the Apoſtles, and in them their ſucceſſors, 
to watch over the church, and be its per 
tual guide, to lead it into all trutg 

For this, O moſt loving Father, \tafinits 
thanks are due; for that by this Holy: Or. 
dinance, Aries nations are united into one 
body 322 2 join with one 
mind, in the fame profeſſion; and we, 
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though blind and weak, and -ſubje& to 
endleſs miſtakes in common matters, are 
here — in che un of the u 
myſteries. 

For this thy mold * care of us, O in- 
dulgent Father, we are not able to render 
thee juſt thanks. But, O God, as far as ve 


are capable, we here confeſs thy goodneſs, 


and expreſs our molt hearty deſires, that as 
this thy Holy Iaſtitution, is our unſpeakable 
comfort and ſupport, amidſt the diſtracted 
notions. of an incredulous world; ſo it 

daily bring forth children to thee, who may 
__ here by the Goſpel and Spirit of our 
Lord Jeſus, and being tranſlated from this 
his myſtical body here on earth, may be ad- 


ded to thoſe chown above, there to give ks 


eternal praiſes for all thy mercies. 
But, O Merciful Father, hear now our 
petitions in behalf of ourſelves, and they 


are ſuch, as thy weden. encourages us tb | 
make. 


Thou didſt pour forth thy Holy Spirit 
upon the Apoſtles, and every way fit them 


for their great and difficult charge: By this 


ſpirit thou didſt ſanctify them, and enflame 
their hearts with divine love; by the ſame 
ſpirit thou didſt give them light, and under- 
ſtanding, and patience, and courage, and 
perſeverance, and not only give them joy in 


their ſ „ but like wiſe deſires of offer- 
ing their lives a ſacrifice'to thy glory. ic 
In the ſame bountiful manner thou haſt 
provided thy church with the ſame Holy 
Spirit, for tranſmitting thy divine truths to 
All generations, and for being a guide to che 
Faithful, in the ways of eternal peace. 
But till, O God, amidſt theſe Wonderful 
effedts of thy goodneſs, behold how poor 
and miſerable we are; behold, how much 
we are in want of that divine gueſt deſcend- 
223 . "taking karat of our 


— 
| Conſider, we deſecch chen, our 1 — 
eum andes fee, how little we have of 
the love of thee our God; how cold and 
ſenſeleſs we are in our prayers: how little 
we have of courage, who are ſo eaſily, and 
ſo very often deſected; how little we have 
of patience, who are fo eafily diſturbed, arid 
Joſe all our inward peace, upon every thing, 
that thwarts us; how fearful we are of ſuf- 
— who eſteeming all ſuffering to be our 
unhappineſs, are ever ready to ward it from 
= though by ſuch means, as are ann 
ing to thee. 

This, O God, is but ve our unhap- 
pineſs; but as it is, it plainly convinces us. 
how very much we are in want of thy Holy 
 Spizit; and we hope, it will be-enough, to 


move 
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move thee to have en on ue, 
order to our relief. 
Wherefore, O merciful and moſt Wing 
a . Father, we earneſtly implore thy goodneſs to 
look upon us with pity; and whereas we 
are ſubject to ſuch a manifold weakneſs, 
2 to conſider our infirm condition, : 
and, this day, may we find the N from 
thy bountiful hand. n e ee 
Vouchſafe, that, with alk A poſtles, we 
may partake in the mercy of this Ae Pour 
forth thy Holy Spirit into our hearts; let 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, defeedd 
upon us; and may he find our foils fo. 
prepared to receive him, as to become bis 
Holy Temples, and the places of his abotte. 
| Send forth thy Holy Ghoſt; O God, as 
thou haſt promiſed, and duelling in aur 
hearts, may he ſo model our whole inward 
man, that our own ſpirit of - corruption 
may now no more rule in ON thy Holy 
Spirit, O Gd. t 
May this Holy Spirit, 0 Bleſſed Lord, 
unite us, and make us one with thee in 
charity. May this Divine Gueſt deſtroy in 
us all fondneſs of the world, all mmade- | 
rate love of creatures: May it} take from 
our breaſt all exceſſive ſolicitude, and what- 


ever there is upon dr that is too apt to 
Vol. XIII. „ d % bn ''; gt 
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poſſeſs our hearts and thoughts, and fill up 

Tha place, which belongs to thee. 
May that divine fire, which, this day, 
came down from heaven, Kindle in our 
hearts the flame of divine love; a flame 
which may conſume in us all that corruption, 
*which has hitherto ſo much prevailed in our 
breaſts, and carried us on in ways that are 
neither becoming our character, nor conſiſt- 
ent with our greateſt intereſt. 

May this fire of the Holy Ghoſt inflame 
eur hearts, with a prudent zeal for all, that 
belongs'to thy fervice, ſo as to find a more 
true ſatisfaction in ſeeking and ſerving thee, 
than in all the paſſing comforts, with which 
mn world courts our inclination. 

May this holy fire give life to us in all 
our exerciſes, by which we make our ad- 
Areſſes to thy goodneſs. Suffer us no more 
to appear before thee in prayer, without any 
ſenſe or concern in what we do; let no dul- 
neſs or oppreſſing weight fink down our 
ſpirits ; nor a ſenſeleſs tepidity benumb them, 
An we preſent ourſelves petitioners to thee. 

No, Bleſſed Lord, let us no longer go on 
; thas with our diſtempered ſouls, undertaking 
to pray, but performing no other devotion 
than of ſtatues. We are ſenſible how 2 0 
great is this infirmity, noe ſtable to de Fer 
finite Majeſty, and not ſuitable to the be. 


CCW 


mn Sunday 3 Ig 


fiefs of our necelinies. And therefore, 0 
God, we now beg thy help, and with all 
the carneſtneſs of our ſouls deſire, that the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Lord and-giver of life, 
would communicate to us new life, ſuch 


life, as may appear, as often as we come 
into thy preſence, and carry up our deſires 


before thy throne. 


Many -other infirmities we labour under, 
in which we want the aſſiſtance of thy Holy 
Spirit, for reforming in us the ſpirit of the 


world, and of our own manifold corruption. 
Be merciful to us, we beſeech thee, on this 
day of mercy, and ſend us thy divine help: 
. Behold, we open our breaſts before thee, to 


manifeſt our inward diſorders, and to lay 


before thee our deſires. Hear us, O God, 

and, on this day, reject not our petitions; 
for, behold, O Bleſſed Lord, We dan no 
help nor hope but in thee. 


And thou, O Holy Ghoſt, God of all 
goodneſs hear our prayers, and receive our 
ſighs: Manifeſt thy goodneſs to us this day; 
we confeſs our infirmities, and it is from 
thee our help muſt come. 
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cm: Holy. 88860 ſend down from 
heaven the rays of thy divine light. 
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Tome thou, who art the Father of the 
poor, the author of all good. gifts, and the 
light of our hearts. 

Come thou, the beſt of comforters, the 
ſweet gueſt, and ſweeteſt refreſhment of our 
ſouls. 

The reſt of our labours, the ruler of our 
lions, the comfort of our tears. 
0 bleſſed light, come penetrate the very 
centre of the hearts of thy faithful. 

Without thy grace, what can man do? 
How can he guiltleſs be? 

- Walſh therefore, Lord, our polluted ſouls, 
water our barren clay, and heal our wounds. 
Soſten our ſtubborn wills, enflame our 
tepid hearts, and guide our wandering ſteps. 
Grant to the faithful, who truſt in thee, 
the treaſure of the ſevenfold gifts. 
Grant us a virtuous life, a happy death, 
and 2 happy eternity. Amen. Allelujab. 


Let us Pray. 


0 GOD, who by the light of the Holy 

Ghoſt, didſt this day, inftru& the 
hearts of the faithful ; grant, that through 
the lame Spirit, we may be truly wiſe,” and 
always rejoice in his comforts. Through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, who lveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the ſame 
Holy Ghoſt. 
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| Joan iii. 16, 21. 


HIS day being kept holy, in memo 7 the 
7 18 do bing os hk upon . 
in * of tongues of fire Let us beg, 
this day, that the ſame Holy Spirit would de. 
feend likewiſe upon us, and fit us * the W 
to which he has called ur. 


i ' ' | 
1 * # 2 4 . 7 4 


Let 15 Pray. 1 Wer 1 


0 GOD of FO eebdndls OY Gat 
ſhew mercy to thy Apoſtles, this day, 
in ſending to nk the Holy Ghoſt, — a 
pare. them for duly fatisfying tat 

charge, which Chriſt had committe 

them: Shew mercy to us likewiſe thy" for. 
vants, and by the operation of the. ſame 
Holy Spirit, vouchſafe to prepare us, for 
ſatisfying the obligations, which belong to 


us, in our ſeveral ſtates. 1 
And firſt, O God, as we are chriſtians, 


teach us to underſtand the import of this 
word; give us a ſenſe of all the obligations 
annexed to this profeſſion: We have many 
- Years lived under this character; but, O 
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God! How little care have we taken, to 
know the duties belonging to this name! 
And how unlike have we lived, to what we 
profeſs, for want of knowing the duties of 
our profeſſion, | k. 


But, O moſt Gracious Lord, let now thy 
Holy Spirit open our underſtanding; and 
remove all that darkneſs, which has hitherto 
been occaſion of our ſin. Let us no longer 
go on under a Holy Name, but ignorant or 
unconcerned, as to what thou halt preſcrib- 
ed, and we have undertaken. ; 
May we now examine into thoſe holy 
rules, which are recorded in the Goſpel, 
and publiſhed for our inſtructions: There 
may: we learn the way, which Chriſt has 
taught us, and learn from his life, how to 
model ours. N eki 5 
And not only learn; but beſides this, 
give us grace to practice; and by the power 
ofthy Holy Spirit, may our lives be directed 
according to thy law. May thy ſpirit dwell 
in our hearts, and powerfully carry us on; 
notwithſtanding all that is corrupt within 
us. 5 | | | i; Yau! 
Nature and cuſtom are very ſtrong ; but 
we know, all ought to yield to God; and 
therefore we beſeech thee to govern in us, 
that ſo all our corruption may become ſub- 
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je&, and by a ready obedience to thy bo 
confeſs, that thou art our God. 

This muſt be the effect of a divine power; 
thus to over- rule our perverſe and wicked 
inclinations ; and therefore it is, that ſeeing, 
how 8 theſe are, we open our hearts, 
and beg thy Divine Spirit to come and 
poſſeſs our fouls ; that whereas of ourſelves, 
we are ſo perverſely bent upon evil, we may 
have all this evil ſubdued in us, by a divine 
ſtrength, which of ourſelves we e over- 
Come. 

Come therefore, 0 Holy. Ghoſt,! enter 
into our fouls, and now by thy ſpirit may 
we live. We have hitherto been ſubject 
to great variety of weakneſs; the ſpirit of 
ſelf-love, and of the world, have hitherte 
commanded the greateſt part of our lives; 
theſe have been our daily counſel in all our 
affairs, and the general management of thy: 
bleſſings, we have put into their handst 
And hence, O God, by what an wum pr 
ſpirit have we hitherto lived. uf 
But, O moſt Gracious Lord, let neu} 
thy Holy Spirit take place, and ſuffer us no 
more to be miſled. Let this Divine Spirit 
take our hearts from the world, and _ 
tieally convince us, that all that belongs to 
this world, is vanity and affliction of Spirit? 
May it give us a diflike of all, chat has 
O iv 
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hitherto AJ. ſed, us to. the prejudice of our 
ſouls; may we now have no reliſh, in 
be N 2 ue BN which. we know to be 


Fain and fooliſh. 


Leſſen likewiſe in us, 0 God, all weeldly 


Tolicitude, and. let not the, concerns of this 


life 7 auy more poſſeſs our hearts with excels. 
"May \ we now. ſettle this principle in our mind, 
that all the things of this world are but 
moinentary; they paſs ra daily; and 
whether they pleaſe or diſpleaſe us, they 
muſt Toon come to an end; and therefore, 
that 5 we ought not to afllict ourſelves about 
Wes, and much leſs, let the concern for 
thern take off our hearts from eternity. | 

"Rather, O God, may this conviction be 
ever prefling upon our mind, that amidſt 
all the various diſtractions of life, there is 
till büt one thing neceſſary, and that is, to 
ſtve' thee, our God, and to work out our 
falvation,” And to this one thing, O Holy 

dirit,.. we beſeech thee to turn our hearts, to 
apply our thoughts, and to make it the ſub- 


je of our daily folicitade ; that being created 


for the poſleftion, of our God, we. may not 
let the concern for a few. moments, or the 
25 oof trifles, rob; us of this inheritance- 


or. th ſis end we beſecch thee, O Holy 
Ghölt, WhO Aid confirm, the hearts of the 


Apoltles, to copfirm us allo, and give us a 
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ſettled mind. Take from us alt our uſual 
lightneſs and inconſtancy, by which our beſt 
purpoſes generally * to very inte, and 
how often to nothing ? 

O God the Com rter, to thee, we com- 
municate this our weakneſs, and beſeech thee 
to have compaſſion on us. We mult con - 
feſs, it is an afflicting thought to us, when 
we reflect how many reſolutions we make of 
being more watchful over our ways, and 
yet ſtill find ourſelves under the ſame infir- 
mities; we ſigh at our diſorders, and ſeem 
to judge ourſelves unhappy under the 
We turn but about, and preſently forget 
all ſuch our unhappineſs, anc are no more 
apprehenſive of its return, than if we reall 
Wonne ourſelves not concerned in it. 

This, O God, is a ſtrange lightneſs, of | 
mind, ſuch as is a great reproach to us, 
eſpecially i in affairs of eternity, and, above 
all other things, hinders us in advancing 
towards thee, our everlaſting good. Where- 
fore we beſeech thee, Holy Spirit, to reme- 
dy this evil in us. Make us more ſerious in 
the buſineſs of ſalvation, and take ae us 
this inconſtancy of mind. 1 

May we be more mindful of what we ſee, 
is for our good, and let not every triſſe be 
enough te turn the buſineſs of eternity.out 
of our thoughts. Confirm our hearts with 

Ov 
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the true love of our God, and make it our 
moſt earneft deſire to come to the poſſeſſion 
of him; if thus our ſouls were affected, that 
our only happineſs were in God; how 
fhould we then keep our ſouls watchful in 
this affair, and make this our principal ſoli- 
eitude to remedy thoſe evils, which keep us 
ata diſtance from him? Inflame therefore: 
we beſeech thee, our hearts with the fire of 
divine love; for the chief reaſon, why we 
are ſo forgetful and inconſtant in the things 
of God, is becauſe we do not love him, as 
we ought. ' =o} 

Beſides this (pardon us, 0 Lord, we 
beſeech thee, for our infirmities oblige us 
to multiply our petitions) vouchſafe to con- 
firm our hearts with divine ſtrength, that in 
time of trouble, we may not be dejected or 
ſo diſordered, as to be rendered incapable of 
performing our duty. 

Help us, O Divine Spirit, help us, O0 
heavenly Comforter, in this point, as thow 
didſt the Apoſtles. We ſee them fo con- 
firmed by thy grace, that though weak, 
fearful, and impatient of themſelves, they 
food conſtant in the midſt of the ſevereſt 
trials, they rejorced'in tribulations, and then 
eſteemed themſelves happy, when they were: 
oppreſied with the greateſt rr 


* 


17 Thus, O God, did they; and it, was, an 
evidence of the Holy Ghoſt abiding in them, 
that being yet ſubject to the weakneſs of 
men, there appeared a joyful patience and 
conſtaney in them, above that of men. 
It is this, O Divine Spirit, it is this we 
want; for though it be to our. ſhame, yet 
we mult, on our weaknels. We are very 
infirm in this point; à very mall thing 
makes us uneaſy, and an ordinary, Pravocas 
tion puts us out of all patience ; ſo far, that 
there ſcarce paſſes a day over us, but i in pne 
occaſion or n we ſhew, how unpatient 
We are. £44; hel 
This diſcovers. too plainly. our weakheſz, 
and how much we are in want of thy help. 


Come therefore, O Holy Spirit, and, give us 


new ſtrength; ſtrength, to bear ip patience 
the common difficulties. of. life ; ; {trength. to 
bear with patience our own. infirmitics.; 
ſtrength, to bear with patience all provoca- 
tions given by our neighbour; ſtrength, to 
bear with patience ſuch trials, as come from 


thy heavenly. hand. 


"In all troubles, oppreſſi ions, and pon: 

tions, whether juſt or unjuſt, O God, grant. 

us patience, and from this time may we find 

luckia change in a as to confels both 

thy power and goodnels to us, Holy Spirit 

in this thy feſtival "Y Ve 
O vj 
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Wie have reaſon to glorify thee every day 
for thy particular mercy to the martyrs, in 
giving them, not only patience, but alſo 
comiort and courage under the moſt frightful 
torments. O God! How glorious art thou 
in thy Saints! To fee ſuch weak veſſels, as 
we are, ſubject to fear, and ſtarting at eve 
thing that is painful; and yet cheerfully to 
meet wild beaſts; to embrace the rack with 
comfort, to bow down to the ſword with joy, 
and to Rand fearleſs at the approach of death, 
attended with all its horrors. | 

For this, O God, we bleſs thy name, and | 
now moſt humbly beg, that we alſo m 
find the effect of thy grace, in being deliver- 
ed from our uſual impatience, and ſhewing 
the work of thy power, in a general conſtancy | f 
of mind; under all difficulties. This is what 
we want, O God of patience,” mercifully-. 
hear -out prayer, and ſupply: our — 7 
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een, hd didſt fend Sans Holy: 
Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles z hear the 
prayer, of thy e that we, who, through 
thy grace, have the gift of a true faith, 
may enjoy true peace. Through our 8 
Jeſus: Chriſt: thy Son, who: liveth and 
rcigneth in the unity of the ſame Holy Ghoſt, 


N 
 WarrTsUN-FUESDAY. 
JohN x. 1, 10. 


HIS day being part of the feſtival of the 

Holy Ghoſt, let us beg of Almighty God, 
to fend down his Holy Spirit upon us, that 
PR. of his gifts, wwe may become more firms © 


and conſtant in every duty, and * o ry 
Spin of Chrift. . 


Let us Pray. L wog 


T r r — 


'VER Blefſed Redeemer, who didſt kad! 
down the Holy Spirit, not only on thy 
Abies, but likewiſe, as thou hadſt 
mifed, on others of thy faithful, who were 
aſſembled with them, of both fenen: Merci- 
fully grant, that we alſo, who are here met 
together, to folemnize the feſtival of the 
Holy Ghoſt, may all become'the temple of 
the ſame Holy Spirit, and that for our light, 
our comfort, and our een, he f 
e 
This, O moſt loving jeſus, we aſk of then 
becauſe we are taught. by thy ſacred word, 
that we cannot be thy Diſciples, or even 
r to W to thee, except we live and 
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walk by thy Spirit; and that we cannot be 
the children of God, if we are not led b 
the Spirit ot God. 

O leſus And how can this be, if thou 
giveſt not thy Holy Spirit to us; if thou 
takeſt not us alſo into part of thy promiſe, 
and poureſt not forth thy Spirit into Wot 
hearts? Remember therefore us alſo, O 
Jeſus, we beſeech thee, and now on this 
great ſolemnity, communicate to us the Holy 
Ghoſt; that he, dwelling in our hearts, 
may chaſe from thence all thoſe evil Spirits, 
which we have hitherto too much entertained, 
and by whom we have been too much direct- 
ed and commanded, to the great prejudice 
of all, that belongs to our eternal good. 

Send therefore, we beſeech thee, the Holy 
Ghoſt into our hearts, and by his ſacred 
preſence and Almighty power, mar. he chace 
from thence; 4 
Ihe ſpirit of ſſoth, of ſelf. love, and of che 
love en R. dimen. 

The ſpirit of i INtemperance and ſenſuality. 
R. Amen, 

The ſpirit of pride, vanity, and: all man- 
ner of Ambition. R. Amen. 

The ſpirit of envy and contention. R. 
Amen. 

The ſpirit of hatred, detraction, and, of 
all kind of uncharitableneſs. R. Amen. 
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- The ſpirit of diſſembling, Battering, and 
lying. R. Amen. 


The ſpirit of revenge, paſſion, and im- 
tience. R. Amen. 


The ſpirit ot incredulity and profaneneſs 
R. ' Amen. 


The ſpirit of timederite ſolicitude ind 
worldly care. R. Amen. 


The ſpirit of tepidity, coldnels, and in- 
devotion. R. Amen. 


The ſpirit of prodigality, and of covetouſ- 
neſs. R. Amen. 


The ſpirit of the world, and of a diſorderly 
life. R. Amen. 


The ſpirit of lightneſs and inconſtancy. 
R. Amen. © | 
"Theſe, O God, and all other evil ſpirits, 
may the Holy Choſt, this day, chaſe from 
our hearts, and deliver us from all that 
power, they have had over us, that we may 
never more be governed by them, never 
more be led into ſin by their ſuggeſtions. 
Hear us, O God, in the grant of theſe 
our petitions, for we cannot but own it, as 
a ſubject of ſname and confuſion to us; that 
having for ſo many years learnt thy Goſpel, 
and profeſſed ourſelves thy Diſciples and fol- 
8 we are {till ſo much influenced, and 
led on by the ſpirit of the world, of a corrupt 
nature, aud of ſin, as if we were ſtill nfidels, 


| and had no knowledge of thy Golpel, or 
1 faith in thee, our Redeemer, bleffed for ever- 
| more. 

| 


This, O Blefſed Jeſus, is a trouble to us, 
to ſee, how unlike we are to what we pro- 
feſs; for what have thy followers, ' O Jefus, 
to do with thoſe evil fpirits, the ſpirit of the 
world, the ſpirit of corruption, and the ſpirit 
of ſin, which by our profeſſion, we are ob- 
liged to renounce? G Divine Saviour, we 
ſhould have nothing to do with them, but 
only to renounce them. 

Hear us therefore, we beſeech thee, and 
being now ſenſible of our inward deformity, 
mercifully deliver us from it: Deliver us from 
all that tyranny, by which we haye hitherto 
been enſlaved. Daliver- us from all thoſe 
evil ſpirits, to whom we have freely Wt 
our breaſts, and have as readily hearkened 
to them, as we ought to have done to thee, 
our Lord, and our Gd. | 

Thus, O Divine Redeemer, have we made 
theſe our idols, we have ferved them ab fo 
many falſe Gods, in as much as for them 
we have forſaken the ways of thee, our Lord, 

and departing from thy Goſpel, have choſen. 


to follow them. 
But it is, enough, 0 God, bs e 


to have been fo long miſled by theſe falſe 
guides. Now bleſſed Lord, Kees thy Holy 


— 


-, 


| Spirit WOW Wd and may we become 1 
ſubject to his conduct. He is our Lor 

and may we obey him; be! is our God, and 
| may we hear his voice in all things, 
g Come Holy Ghoſt, take poſſeſſion of out 
hearts, . them from all evil, and 
ſanClify. them a holy habitation, to thee for 
ever. | 
| Govern our inclinations, our r affections, 
and deſires ; turn them from all that is car» 
nal, corrupt, and worldly; give them 4 
reliſh of what is holy, and teach them to 
delight in our Lord. | 

Command our tongue, and now fron this 
moment, put it under ſuch a reſtraint, that 
it may no more become the inſtrument of 
ſin. Teach us when to be ſilent, and when 
to ſpeak, and let neither indiſcretion nor 
paſſion carry it into any IR | 

Undertake: the conduct 0 all our con- 
verſation: Let neither pride nor other vice 
have any part in us: Teach us to walk cir- 
cumſpettly, fo as to give no offence either to 
Jew. or Gentile. May our. whole life be 
ſeaſoned with moderation charity, and hu- ; 
mility, and grant, in all things, 15 may be 
blameleſs and harmleſs; as the $0 Ns of Go ad, 
and followers of Cbriſt. ee 

Let thy. holy 1 88. . u 2 
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clothing, table, and expences, in the diſtri. 
bution of our time, in our dealings; and 
whatever elſe falls within our ſphere, In 
all, O God, may thy Holy Spirit go along 
with us, and ever put us in mind of thy 
Holy Will. May it ſhew us what the Goſ- 
el teaches, and make us zealous in govern- 


ing both our inward and outward man by: 


that rule. 

Give ear, O God, and be 8 to 
us in theſe our petitions; for, behold we 
ſee ourſelves ſo very perverſe and corrupt, 
and find ſo many reaſons to carry us out of 
the way of all reaſon and duty, that if the 
power of thy Holy Spirit does not over: rule 
our inclination, and by his heavenly light 
direct our reaſon in the choice of what is 
good, we can ſee no hopes, but of periſhing 
under our own blindneſs and corruption. 

Be merciful therefore; we beſeech thee, 


and let thy Holy Spirit be a light to our 


reaſon ; ſuffer it not to biaſſed by any intereſt, 
affection, or cuſtom; let it not be e 
by ſeli-love or paſſion; but in all things help 
us to diſcern. and judge aright; for how 
miſerable muſt it be, if our light becomes 
darkneſs, and that, which :ſhould be our 
guide, leads us out of the way? Come 
therefore, O Holy Ghoſt, and preſerve us 
from all deluſion: Help us in every choice, 
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teach us in all things to diſcern what is well 
pleaſing to thee, and may we never take the 
way of ſelf. love, or the world, for the way 
of the Goſpel. 

But not only to diſcern; teach us like - 
wiſe, O God, to walk in the way that is 
right; for in this alſo we are in want of thy 

particular help. Grant us, therefore, we 
Bech thee, ſuch a firmneſs and ſteadineſs 
of mind, as, in all circumſtances, to purſue 
our duty, and never to. be over-awed by fear 
or ſhame, or by any conſideration of what 
the world will ſay. 

This is very difficult to our infirm nature, 
which receives fuch ſtrong impreſſions from 
things that are preſent, and is more con- 
cerned about the cenſures of men, than at 
thy judgments, O God. But now we moſt 
earneſtly entreat thy mercy, to remedy this 
weakneſs in us. Give us grace to go on 
ſteadily, where our duty leads us. Let it 
now be our method to conſider this one 
point only, What is thy Will ; and to keep 
fixt to it, whatever be. the diſcouraging cirs 
cumſtanees that ſeem to attend it. | 

May we never more be aſhamed of being 
faithful to our God, nor any more join in 
what is ſinful, for fear of being laughed at. 
Raiſe our hearts and our concern, O God, 
above the mean conſideration of the judg- 
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ments of men, and may we learn to rejoice 
under ſuch reproaches, as duty brings upon 
us. It is thou only, O God, art to be our 
judge, and therefore may it be our daily 
folicitude to ſeek thy favour. But, as for 
the world, may we leave it to its liberty of 
judging, and never, never, O God, com- 
pliment it ſo far, as to be mad, becauſe that 
is ſo. 

This, O Bleſſed Lord, muſt be the work 
of thy Holy Spirit in us; and therefore it is 
we now ſend up our prayers aud fighs to thy 

throne, imploring thy mercy in our behalf. 

that thou wouldeſt have compaſſion on ſuch 
poor, weak creatures as we are, who be- 
eving an eternity before us, are fo eaſily 
put out of the way that leads to happinels ; 

and confeſſing thee to be our God, let every 


trifling occafion be enough to offend thee, 


and are more fearful of the breath yo _ 
than of thy judgments. 

Help us, O God, and heal us; fo" we 
are weak and miſerable. Let thy Holy 
Spirit deſcend upon us, and communicate 
new {ſtrength to our fouls, that we may be 
more conſtant in our profeffion,” and wiore 
faithful in every duty. - 81 on 
8 voor! oy Oe as n dre er 
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88187 us, 0 Lord, we beſeech thee, 
by the power of thy Holy Spirit, that 
our hearts may be purified according to 
ft WW mercy, and we be defended from all ad- 
- verſities. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
t thy Son. 6: M sang 


— 


18 . L 2 , þ 4 0 
y ExcBen- WEDNESDAY, « AND ON THE OTHER 


fl DAYS of THIS OCTAVE. 

hi - | * 

2 - Jour vi. 44, 54. 

y 

F 1s 40 being part of the ſolemnity of the 
ry Holy Ghoſt, let us offer our prayers to the 


e, ſam? Holy Spirit, and beg he will this day 
n, deſcend upon us, and communicate to us thoſe 


holy gifts and graces, which are the Fee 
ve marie 2 5 his abiding in us. 


te 1e Let us Tous 


re RET E Spirit, third . * af the 
ſacred Trinity, who proceeding, from 

the Father and the Son, art the fame God 

with them from all eternity, have mercy on 


us, in this day of thy feſtival, and deſcend- 
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ing into our hearts, leave there the bleſſing 
of thy ſacred. gifts, that by them this poor 
unhappy clay may be raiſed above its natural 
weaknels, and be prepared to ſeek everlaſt- 
ing happineſs in the poſſeſſion of its God. 

O Bleſſed Spirit, thou knoweſt all our 
infirmities, and the infinite dangers in which 
we are, amidſt all that corruption with which 
we are encompaſſed: Thou ſeeſt unavoidable 
ruin before us, through our great blindneſs 
and raſmeſs, if by the effects of ri 
goodneſs 1t be not prevented. Ida 

Have compaſhon therefore on us in Hil 
our manifold miſery, which we daily in- 
creaſe to ourſelves; and now manifeſt: th 
infinite goodneſs to us. Perfect in us the 
work of our ſalvation: In Chriſt our Lord 
we have a plentitul redemption, and through 
his mercy, nothing is wanting for makin 
our peace with God. But ſtill, O divine 


Spirit, we are blind and dull; we are cold 


and inſenſible; we are weak and inconſtant ; 
we are bent upon what 1s earthly ; we 'are 
fond of deceit, and ſeek thoſe things with 
greateſt eagerneſs which lead to Fre 
.and to our eternal ruin. 

See therefore, - how much we fad: in 
need of thy help, come then, O God of love, 
O God of infinite goodneſs, and help us, 
who call upon thee, who acknowledge our 
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miſery, and thy power, who have ſeen thy 
wonders, even in veſſels of * weakneſs, and 
praiſe-thee for the mercies, thou halt ſhewed 
to others; but now, O God, may we find 
in ourſelves the effects of thy goodneſs, for 
which we may give thee praiſe, both now 
and for ever. This we aſk with one voice, 
and let it be one joy to us, to find the grant 
of our petitions. | cr 
Grant, we may have a true fear of God 
in our hearts, by which we may be always 
apprehenſive of his judgments, and be more 
afraid of offending him, than of all the evils 
we can ſuffer in this life. R. Grant us, 0 
Holy Spirit, this thy gift of fear. | 
Grant our heart may be ſo inclined to 
God, as through a ſenſe of his goodneſs, to 
love and ſeek his glory, to be zealous in his 
ſervice, and forward in all thoſe exerciſes, 
by which we may have hopes of approaching 
to him. R. Grant us, O Holy Spirit, this 
thy gift of piety. - 
Grant, our underſtanding, may be ſo 
enlightened, that amidſt all the ſnares of the 
world, the practices of men, the effects of 
education, and the frauds of ſelf-love, - we 
may ſtill diſcern what is thy Holy Will, and 
what is the way, which - Chriſt has taught. 
my Grant us, O Holy Spirit, this gift of know- 
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Grant „we may haue courage to perform 
in all things, what we know to be our . 
and that no human conſiderations, 
company or the world, may be able to a. 
ſuade us from the execution = thy will. R. 
Grant ut, O Holy Spirit, this gift of fortitude. 

Grant, we may ever have ſenſe to diſcover 
thoſe many ſnares, by which the devil and 
*the world undertake to deceive us, and that 
no colour of piety or innocence, or other 
convenience, may be able to perſuade us into 

— dangers of ſin. R. Grant ur, on N 
Spirit, this gift of counſel. SU 

Grant, we may ſee it veaſoriahls to ſubmit 
toulbthe myſteries, which God has revealed 
and never queſtion or diſpute his truths, for 

being not ſuitabſe to our apprehenſion. R. 

Grant u, 0 Want _ this" gift of under- 

1 <1 aith 1} £{(} G73 db 

Grant, we we may order, all our hves to the 

7 glory of God, whoſe creatures we are, and 
amidſt the many neceſſities of life, ſtill ſeck 
before all things, the kingdom of God. R. 

i N us, O holy Spirit, this gift of wiſdom. 

\ +» Beſides theſe, O eternal and divine Spirit, 
— thoſe B h ang 
dhe fruit of thy reſidence. 

- Give us, we beſeech - the Spirit, of 
ee by wich, amidft the various delu- 

9 of che world, we may ves was” 

1 4 2 


allabings 4. our neightwar, e ourſelves 


R. 4 men. 0 

a e he dt f and gte by 

which our ſouls may be — uy with the 

comfort of a good conſcience, and of thy, | 

Holy. Will. being done in us, while trouble 1 

and affliction preſs hard upon us. R. Amen. | 
| Give us the ſpirit of patience and longanimi- | 
ty, that we may not faint under troubles, = | 
N nor be tired with a ſucceſſion of evils, but 
) 
4 


hold out with a due ſubmiſſion to thy will, 


and a comfortable hope in the ien of 
Chriſt, R. Amen. 


t _ Give us the Spirit of goadngſi and Foot it I 
d! that we may be inclined with affection ig ch 
r law, and with cor on to ever neighbour, 
8 that nothing of hardneſs be found in us 
7 either towards God or man. R. Amen. 


Give us the Spirit of mildugſi, that being 
ie | affable and gentle towards all, we may cait 
d off all paſſion, ſeverity and roughneſa, and 
ek treat ban all in che ſpirit * our maſter. * 
N. Aman. 

-Gize us the Spirit of fadelity,. that with an 
it, induſtrious and watchful care we may fatisfy 
are whatever obligations belong to — ſtate, 
| whether in regard of, God, n aden, 
of | 8 be age . & 

u- ve us t N O made, 3 
dve W of virtue and * 
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we: may fall into no kind of exceſs, but be 


8 in every thing, both as to the 


goyernment of our deſires, and the uſe of all 
creatures. | R. Amen. 

Give us the Spirit of continency and 2 
that we may not live according to the fl 
but keeping it in due ſubjection to the Spirit 
may preſerve a clean heart, and thus re 
fox ſeeing God. R. Amen. . 

Hear us, O Bleſſed Spirit, and gra 


nt theſe . 
our petitions, our neceſſities oblige us to aſk; 
and may thy goodneſs oblige thee, to grant 
them. We 'ſee very plainly our manifold 
miſeries, and that through the great corrup- 
tion of our heart, through our general raſh- 
neſs and blindneſs, we can expect nothing 
but deſtruction, if we are left to ourſelves; 
and to our own ways. 

What therefore can we do, but, cry out to 
thee, and repeat our cries, laying before 


thee our miſeries, and deſiring help? For 


thou art the Father of the poor, the com- 
forter of the affſicted, the light of thoſe, that 
are in darkneſs. Come therefore O God of 
comfort and goodneſs, have compaſſion on 
ſuch poor creatures as we are, and help us 
ue all oor miſery. Deliver us from our 
own; Spirit, and give us thine, give us all 
thoſe helps, which are neceſſary to carry us 
wm the dangers of this world, and 
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bring us to the ſtate without Mo even ta 
une of our God. > eteoboftt 


* 4 . 
"I 


Soy, the hymn, | at on Sunday. 
Let ws To, (4 


FE belssch thee, O Lord, thay! hy" 
Holy Spirit, which proceeds from 
thee, may enlighten our hearts, and guide 
us into all truth, according to the promiſe off 
thy Son. Who liveth and reigneth w with.” 
thee, in the unity of the ſame Holy Ghoſt 
It being Ember-week, let us join 178 Falling. 
Þuniiliation and prayer, as the church. requires,” 
and fer our petitions to God, in particular for” 
theſe, "who, at this time, Baue been or are, 
promoted 10 holy orders, throughout the church. 
that the Holy 'Ghoft may reft upon them, and 
every o 0 prepare them for that 1 5 a 
e 85 mo wes they: are eaſed?” e 991 . 


17 Let ws Pray. 07 0 1771 I 
' 82 BLESSED God, who, oy” tis blood” 
| thy- only Son, haſt purchaſed to 
elke a 5 of the glory of thy name; 
and for inltructing dhe whole world in thy© 
ſaving truths, mereifully ſecure it undet thy; pn 
protection, and fulfil all thy promiſes 16 lt, = | 
P ij | 


3 — 


that it may anſwer all thoſe holy purpoſes; 

or which it was ordained. Be thou the: paſs 
tor of all its paſtors, and by the influence of 
thy grace, ae direct and govern them, that 
they may be ſo many lights to the flock, and 
both by word and example, lead them in 
9 way of ſalvation. 

In a more ſpecial manner we c 
to thy fatherly care all thoſe, who, at this 
time are promoted to holy orders throughout 
the. church. Send forth thy Holy Spirit, 
we beſeech thee, upon theſe, and givę them 
underſtanding, that they may truly appre- 
hend the ſan ity of their profe eſſion, ane 
greatneſs of their charge. 

Grant to them the ſpirit of wiſdom, that 
they may diſcern the things, not. only that 
are lawful, but likewiſe expedient,. and 
never do any thing uabeconung their cha- 
racter. 110 

Grant them likewiſe wiſdom, to Adern 
between leper and leper, that they may 
contrive all things for the good of ſouls, 
fo as neither to diſcourage the fincere, nor 
flatter thoſe, who are not truly convatzed 
from their evil e 0 
Grant them a holy Spirit, chat boi 
n out of the world, they may never 
ee Ss nos 8 1. h oy FA [MELT 
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example, condemn all i its extravagancies and 
diſorders.” 1 

Grant them a Holy Spirit, that they may 
be worthy miniſters of the altar, and have 
ene of approaching to it unworthily. 

Grant them the ſpirit of zeal, that they 
may be induſtrious in promoting whatever is 
for thy glory, and the edification of their 
nei hbour. | 7 

rant them a laborious ſpirit, that the 
may Tpare no pains in the obligations of 
their function, and every day give their hves 
for their floek. | 

Grant them the ſpirit of ee that 
they may never be awed by power or intereſt, 
into a compliance with what is Freuden to 
Felice or trutn. 

Grant them the ſpirit of perſeverance, 
that they may never be tired in their endea- 
vours for doing good, whatever difficulties 
or diſeouragements they meet wit. , 

Grant them the ſpirit of true charity, that 
having an abhorrence of covetouſneſs, and 
of all that has the appearance of lov ving 
money, they may be ever ready to ſerve all, 
and look for no other recompence, than 
_ himſelf, into whoſe lot they” are 

oſen. ny 

Hear us, O mercifal Lord; an the# akt 
of theſe our petitions, that the miniſters of 


P ij 


— — 
— — 


1 nber faule. 


may be veſted with holineſs; and 
walk in all * —4 according to the lanctity 
of their vocation; that when the chief 
ſhepherd ſhall appear, they may receive a 
crown of glory, that fadeth not away, and 
meet the comfort of many! wo ſaved through 
their labour s. l 
Jo thy fatherly e ee O God, we 
"Bkewiſe recommend the fruits of the eatth, 
"begging, that, by thy bleſſing, all may go 
on profperouſly to a plentiful harveſt. We 
alſo beſeech thee to preſerve us from all 
peſtilential diſtempers, both in man and 
beaſt, and grant us ſuch a ſenſe of gratitude, 
that che enjoyment of thy bleſſings may 
oblige us, not only to be thankful, but like- 
wiſe faithful to our benefactor. Hear us, 
O moſt gracious Lord, and in thy mercy 


he 20 5 theſe our requeſts. Amen. 7981 7 l 


De . is to be repeated on Friday and 
c> Megs being 9 1 
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75 7 being the day of St. Anda 1 Apoftis „ 
200 being: called” by Chriſt, while he was 
caſting his net into the ſea, immediately left all 
| and; follggoed him; let us now make it our pe- 
 tition'toiGad, that wwe alſo may truly become the 
e tha "ven i. rag? and W Wherever, * 
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9 * 


* us Frey. 


G0, den lh in thy Apes, Halt 

taught us what it is to be a follower 
"8 Chriſt) be favourable to us on this day, 
which lays before us ſo great an example, 
and grant that from him we may learn, 
with proportion to our reſpective circum- 
ſtances, how to become in earneſt the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt. 

Teach us, at eaſt, that one leſſon, of 
leaving our nets for him, and upon his 
call. For thou knoweſt, O God, that we 
have our note, in which we are engaged: : 

iv 
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Thou knoweſt how far we are entangled in 
them, either ſo as to be wholly drawn from 
thee, or very much hindered in thy ſervice. 

How this ſtands with us is wholly known 
to thee, the ſearcher of hearts: But..in 
whatever manner it be, we hear confeſs it 
before thee to be our mizforwne 3 ; and we 
moſt earneſtly beſeech thee, on this day of 
thy Apoſtle, that we may learn to, forſake 
our nets. 

Grant therefore we may open our hearts 
to Ehbrift calling upon us: Grant we 28 
Rave a true Tenſe of his infinite mercy a 
jove to our ſouls, who ſo often puts us in 
mind of our unhappineſs, ſo often calls us 
from our evil ways, and ſuffers us not to find 
reſt out of him. 

O God, this is a great mercy to us, who 
might otherwiſe go on blind and aan 
into the depth of fin, and irrecovera 
miſery. Bleſſed therefore be our Redeemer 
for this his goodneſs; but leave not this 
mercy, O God, unfiniſhed in us; perfect 
it, we beſeech thee, and by thy grace, fo 
quicken | us with a ſenſe u Trade ty to him, 
-and of our own intereſt, that we may with 
violence break from all ** ſnares, remove 
-all "impediments, and overcome all thoſe 


weaknefies, which have hitherto Kept Js 


h £4 


back, a 8 our r bioderanee rom alloy 
25 where he has called. 3 
Give ear to our petitign, O God, in 
point, and ſhew. mercy to jus, for; we.confels 
here the great want we have of thy me 
We often ſee our diſorders, an gy 12. 
ſomething of the unhappineſs, me hie h | 
they lead us; we lee a neceſſity of cha — | 
our life, and often make propoſals. o of it: 


But Ah, Bleſſed God! How ſoon do we 
forget all ſuch purpoſes | How little is enough 
to overthrow all our reſolutions ! And thus | 
we ſtill find ourſelves: going on in The —— 1 
way, which we ſo often purpoſed to beute. | 
This is. one principal occaſion of our unh | | 
neſs ; but now, O Blefſed God, we be = q 
thee to remove it. Confirm our reſolutiqns | 
of amendment, and give us grace effectually 
to forſake whatever, by the WN of the 
"Goſpel, we are to forſake. Make us ſteady 
in this, and ſecure us by thy fatherly Wan 

inn all relapſes. ff 
- Let us no more live on in fink ways, no 
more walk on in dangerous ways, no more 
nouriſh poiſon in our breaſt, no more ſeek 
divertiſement with the hazard of eternity, 
5 more follow the world and ſelf. love to 
e, brink. of | hell :; No, O moſt . 7 


| 

225 t it be no. longe! yak "with us | 
: 9 'this ES and, by th e | 

| 


= 
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ke it. Nute . 
8 15 not . Neal or evermore by 
15 violence carry us back to our evil ways. 
R. Amen. 
Let not ſelf.love have power againſt us. 
2 Amen. 
Let no favour to inclinations make us falſe 
80 our purpoſes. r 
Let not the world, or any example, dif- 
courage us from purſuing our ee 
R Amen. . e 
Let not company be able to move us 8505 
our good deſigns. R. Amen., 8 
Wap not an 1 . unthinking kg 


which will admit of no de Amen. 
St. Andrew | having. followed Chriſt, and 
faithfully diſcharged the Apoſtolic function in 
preaching the Goſpel, wwas at length ſeized. and 
condemned to, die on a croſs ; which was ſa far 
from, being à terror to Fim, that he expreſſed « 4 
great dere, by ſuch a death, 10 giue up, his 
"foul to Cod, and therefore a the Croft 


S.. Aire, "Nov. 36. 347 


ud zy F hene ter Gray M Joy for a latge 
. ortion of his Holy Spirit; that from Bir ex- 
"ample, we may learn 10 Bear our r Croſs with 
nnd and pred] e 1 
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cop, Who, both for Our al and 
puniſhment, haſt been pleaſed” that 
our life ſhould be mixt with many tribula- 
tions; mercifully aſſiſt us with thy Holy 
Grace, that we may bear them with actin 
Spirit, as becomes thi Diſciples, of Jefus. . 
Such a Spirit, O Bleſſed Lord, 'as*we'fee 
in this Holy Apoſtle, who defirous'6f follow 
1ng his 2 Fi was not afraid of the eröſs; 


but knowing how great an advantage It 


would be to him, embraced it with 


eſteeming it an honour for the Diſciple/to 


come fo near the reſemblance” of his Mater” 8 
| death. : 
0. Bleſſed Jeſus, it is a comfort to us to 
to Tee thy Apoſtles inherit ſo much of thy 
Spirit, taking up their Croſs, as thou com- 
mandeſt, to follow thee with jay. Eternal 
Praife be to thy holy name, for this thy 
merey to them; for this we bow down and 
adore thee, for this nay W's enerations 
Nasty thee for ever. n VIA 
ADS enen 3 2 3 NN 
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„But while we admire: and honour this 
Holy Spirit in theſe thy faithful ſervants, we 
have reaſon to be confounded withinourſelves, 
who profeſſing to tollow the ſame maſter, 
— diſcover ſo very little of their er in 


"Who acknowledge it our duty to bear all 
troubles with patience; who believe the re- 
wards; thou haſt promiſed to ſuch, as take 
up their croſs; who honour all theſe: 86 
happy, who have ſuffered for thee; and yet 
when it comes to our hare to ſuffer ay 
thing, though but :incanfiderable, imme- 
diately loſe all patience, forget our pro- 
feſſion, with all thy promiſes, and begin to 
fink under all the thoughts of our unhappi- 
neſs, as if the croſs belonged not to us, and 
was not deſigned to exerciſe, but — 
car faith; 32108 * 

This, O God, we confeſs tobe too TY 
our practice, and we ſee it fo very contrary 
to our profeſſion, that we cannot own our 
weakneſs without ſhame ; we cannot reflect 
upon it without humbling ourſelves before 
thee, and beſeeching _ goodneſs to have 
Da b on us, and by thy heavenly 
ace to remedy this our unhappineſs. 
Wherefore, O God of infinite mercy, be- 
hold we bow down before thee, we confeſs 
all our 3mpatience, and want of reſignation; 


S. Andrew,':Nav. 90. 339 
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and that however we profeſs the Goſpel, we 
are but little acquainted with the Spirit; of 
Jeſus. We beſeech thee to look us, 
to give us new ſtrength, and a new Spirit, 
that we may not only admire in others, but 
likewiſe. find in ves the Spirit of e our 
Maſter. 528 OUD 

O God, it it be dy Bleſſed WI take 
from us our uſual weakneſs, which, we 
often — in time of any 3 227 


Welare very ſenkible theſs are abt Al 
_ agreeable to the Golpel,- they \becorne RES 
Aue of the Croſs. 7 comet 
Wherefore we moſt earneſtly'i lore e thy 
Goodneſs, O Jeſus, to help us in this 3 
Raiſe in us a deteſtation of what is 10 v 
unlike thy Spirit, and the example thou 
given us: Break the force of ill: cuſtom in 
us, and by thy . Wr our unhappy 
14 
Thy love is infinite to us dint fioners, 
and thy power is equal to thy love: Both 
we, and all that is in us, are 1 
to thee: Command therefore, O Jenn 
theſe poor worms, and let nothing be 5 
in us rehellious to thee. Moderate in us all 
kind of paſſion, fretfulneſs, impatience, and 
dejeckion of fpirity for we know theſe. ATE: 


OY « _— 7.0 da | 
* 350 Et. "Andrew, Nov. 30. 
not agreeable to the Goſpel, not becoming 


the Diſciples of the Cros. 
Give us therefore, we beſeech thee, an 
humble mind, and true, ſolid patience, that 

with a peaceable ſubmiſſion we may bear all 

the troubles of this life. R. Grant ts this, 

O God, becauſe neither impatience nor dejection 

become the Diſciples of the Croſt. 
Give us, we beſeech thee, a true ſenſe of 

thy all-governing power, and hence may we 
receive with content, whatever befals us by 

thy appointment or permiſſion. R. Grant 

us this, O God, "becauſe neither impatience nor 

dejection become the Diſciples of the Croſs, _ __ 
| Sire us, we beſeech thee, ſuch 'a lively 
| faith, that we may know how to value the 
love of our Jeſus crucified, and even rejoice 

in being united with him in bearing our croſs. 

R. Grant us this, O God, becauſe neither im- 
| patience nor dejection become the Diſciples of the 

* Croſs. \ | 
IH Give us, we beſeech thee, ſuch a govern- 
ment of ourſelves, that we may keep in 
ſubjection all thoſe inclinations, motions, 
| pains, and inward diſturbance, which put 
| us out of that way which thou, O Jeſus, 
and thy Apoſtles have taught us. R. Grant 
ur this, O God, becauſe it is patience, and 
even bearing the croſs with comfort, that be- 
comes the dijciples of the crols. . 
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Grant theſe our petitions, O Gods, and 
on this day of thy Apoſtle, who expreſſed 
Auch. a love for the croſs, may we renounce 
all thoſe evil ways, which are unbecoming 
the croſs, and from this time begin to ſuffer 
as.thou, O Jeſus, hay taught us both in thy- 
ſelf and thy Apoſtles. Let. this be thy 
mercy to us this day; and now, as often as 
ve perceive any croſs prepared for us, may 
| we embrace it with } Joys + as St. Kan did. 
g Amen. * | * 
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0 \ ' FE ho umd beſeech thy "Mai ity, 
l Lord, x5 as the Apoſtle Se. ork 
A was both a preacher and governor. in thy 
Y church, ſo he may be a perpetual interceſſor 
be 
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2 A being the day of he conception of the 
Nt Bleſſed Virgin, lei us givethanks 40 Almighty 
(God for this his mercy in the ſingular preroga- 
tives of the Bleſſed Virgin, and in Fac ore 
| paring for the We ef man. 


Nane My ai "Let us Frey. 


JF" 8 day was cohceived 3 1 0 FY r. 
gin Mary from the ſtock of David, þ 
hom ſalvation eee to believers, wa 5a 
:glorious life gave light to the world; Jet-us 
celebrate with joy the conception 'of the 
Bleſſed Virgin. | 

R. Let us celebrate the conception of the 
Blefed Virgin; let Us «cbr Chriſt her Son, 
our Lord. 

This is that glorious virgin, of wh m it 
was promiſed from the beginning of the 
world, that ſhe ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's 
head, and by her ſeed concur to 55 A 


tion of man, n Sch ni. ods 058 
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grace, and that our Lord was with her, an 


by the ſpirit of God is ſtiled, bleſſed amal 


Conception ef the, c. 


3 
33 


We, TW telebrate the conception of the 
To ed , 5 tet 15 adore br; * ber Sen, 
N wins CE" 19 * 2 5 


This 4 is that Solos vidgin, "whole Bu- 
mility our Lord regarded, and who was 
choſen out of all women to be mother of 
Qur, Redeemer. 

R. Let us celebrate "the conception 
Bil Virgin ; Fl ler us adore Git: hor $4) 
our Lord. 5 1 4 


This is that olorious vitghh, wha, by A : 


meſſage from heaven, was declared Nall. 


Wee 
N. Ter ws calibrate the conception of ibe 
ne Virgin; ; tet us adore men Ber Fon, 


our Lord. | emacs 


This is that Wotiong' virgin, "hows upon 
the angeF's'detlaring, conceived the-Sayiour 
of the world, and became mother of vur 
Redeemer. 

R. Let us aekbrure the conception of the 
on Virgin 3 ; let us adore r A an; 
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great work of man's redemption; 3 


that we, who have a true faith of this mercy, 


may now. find the effects of it in the good of 
Hur ſouls.. 


And be thou bleſſed, O God, on this 


g day; may the works of thy mercy be. the 


| Increaſe of thy glory: For this end behold 


we now bow down, adore and magnify thy 
holy name, ener thanks for all thy good- 


neſs to us un 


* 


eſerving ſinners, and beſeeching 
thee that the ſenſe of thy mercies may ſo 
enter into. our hearts, as to go beyond the 


ceremony of keeping a day, and oblige. by 


to be ever faithful to thee. Amen 


On this feſtival let us put up our petitions to 
God, that, whereas his grace was ſo eminent 


in the Bleſſed Virgin, as to appear in ſo many 


 prerogatives of holineſs, we alſo may on this 
day partake of the ſame divine gift, and imitalt 


theſe virtue, which in her we admire. 


Let ut Pray. 


GOD of mercy, look upon us, we 
beſeech thee, this day, that while we 


honour thy gifts in the Bleſſed Virgin, we 
may endeavour to imitate her virtues, and 
have a part in that Slory, which 3 is the re- 


ward * her ſanctity. 
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Blifed Vir irgin, Dee. 8. 35 5 


here! is nothing we can Fi LI than 
2 favour, O God; and by what means 
can we more effectually feek it, than by 
following her example, who was ſo grateful 
in thy ſight? Grant therefore it may To our 
daily endeavour to follow there, - where we 
tee bar ſo well-pleaſing to thee. 


It was her great humility, thy gift, which 


turned thy eyes upon her; for this waſt thau 


pleaſed to diſtinguiſh her by particular 


'Þleſfings from all women, and chuſe her to 
be mother of our Lord. Grant we may en- 


deavour to imitate her in her humility. R. 


Grant it, O Lord, de beſeech thee... 


For this end, 0 Lord, grant we may 


never value ene or deſpiſe our neigh- 


6 


the Grin of our own real and es, unſer 


unworthineſs. R. Grant this, O Lord, we 
beſeech thee. | 


Grant that upon the lively ſenſe of our 


. own ſinful unworthineſs againſt thee, our 
God, we may ever judge ourſelves the moſt 
vile and contemptible of all thy creatures; 
and hence conclude it an unreaſonable in- 
Juſtice, for us to uſe any means, either in 


words or actions, for gaining eſteem, or 
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256 | Conception of the 
being thou " valuable in the world. R. 
Cee this, O Lord, wwe Mſtech thee, - © 
-, Grant that upon the ſame motive we may 
-conclutle'contetnpt to be our due, and hence 
receive all reproach, - contempt, abjection 
and oppreſſion, whether from thy hand, 
God, or from our neighbour, with +a 
contented mind, and ever humble ourſelves 
under it, as aſtly belonging to us. R. 
Gram this, O'God, we befoech her.. 
The ſingular purity of the bleſſed vir 
being likewiſe what very much recommen ed 
her to thy favour, O God, we alk likewiſe 
"this grace, that we may obtain a clean heart, 
and never do any thing that can defile it. 
Let thy grace Hherafore, O God, ſtrength- 


en us againſt all evil of this kind, and for 


this end help us, we beſeech thee, in Keep- 
ing a ſtrict watch upon our heart, that we 
may fence it againſt all ſenſual affections, and 
never ſuffer it to take any pleaſure in what is 
ſo contrary to the ſanctity of our projcthog, 
and ſo diſpleaſing to the. 

Help us likewiſe, O ine Ind in 
Keeping a like guard upon our thoughts, ſo 
28 to 2 them no Hberty of ſinful amuſe- 
ments, but, without any delay, to to :banith 
from them: whateyer is in itſelf evil, or under 


any diſguiſe, is lkely to lead into m. 


* 


Ble ſed Tirgin, Dee. 8. 337 | 


Teach us likewiſe, O Lord, be 
words, our actions, and all bur ſenſes, ſo tg 
to let none of theſe be the inſtruments © 
ſin. .. We know, O God, how holy our 

ee is; we know dow Teles ay 
E renounced the devil and his 80 

we know with how great a. price we have 
been redeemed from the N of the 
devil; and therefore that it muſt be a fin 
unto damnation to give our hearts, our 
bodies, our tongues, our ſenſes, after this, 
to the command and ſervice of the devil. 

Deliver us therefore, O God, we beſeech 
thee, from all his ſnares, give us ſtrength 
to ſtand againſt his aſſaults, and may we 
never coneur in any thing, that can be 
ſerviceable to the deſigns he has of our ruin. 
Create in us a clean heart, and by this may 
we labour to: ſee. thee, our God, and be 
companions of thoſe, who follow the lamb. 

There being alſo. a wonderful conformity 
in the Bleſſec Virgin, by which ſhe became 
entirely reſigned to thy Holy Will under alt 
troubles, and in this was well-pleaſing to 
thee; mercifully grant, O Blefſed Lord, 
that it may be our N neee this 91 
follow her ſtep 8. 


hat in time of mah we may y labour 
to be — R. Grant this, O G 
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That under every weight, we may labour 
to preſerve a compoſed mind. R Grant this,” 


O God. 


That under all diſappointments, loſſes and ; 
Afflictions, we may with a ready ſubmiſſion 
embrace all thy appointments. R. Grant 


this, O God. 

That in all inward oppreſſion, pain, ick 
neſs, and in death, our wills may be wholly 
The. to thous, 0 God. R. Grant . 


Let us Pray. 


0 ALMIGHTY and i God, 


who knoweſt the great difficulty we 
have in all Kind of ſuffering, and how many 
ways we offend thee, through our uſual im- 
Patience ;- grant us now, we beſeech thee, 


a better Spirit, and confirm us in ſuch a true 
ſubmiſſion, that amidſt all kinds of troubles 
we may ſtand firm, and never loſe our 


ce in the. 
Grant us likewiſe | fach:; a ſolid teal for all 
that is good, that we may at all times ſet 


before us the life of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, 


and from her example and crown be ſpurred 
on to the imitation. of whatever we ſee etni- 


nent in her, that though we can have no 


hopes of coming up with her, yet we may 
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have the comfort of following her, though 
at a diſtance; grant us, O Lord, thy grace, 
for it is chus only we can hope to ſee the 
effect of our prayers. | 


Keg? Let us Pray. 


E beſeech. thee, O Lord, beſtow 
| on thy ſervants the gift of thy 
heavenly grace, that the ſolemnity of the 
Bleſſed Virgin's conception may be to them / 
the increaſe of peace, to whom her bringing | 
forth a Son was the beginning of ſalvation. [ 
Through our Lord Jeſus Cheſs thy Son, 


* who lives. | 
: | 
: | 
- 1 | 
, Enprn- WEDNESDAY IN Drorupzn. 


7 T bei ng Ember-week, in which: we are re- 
quired to bumble our ſelves. in fafting and 
prayer, let us comply with the orders of tbe 
church, and now offer both our faſt and our 
prayer to Almighty God, as the church directs, 
And firſt let us pray for the fruits of the earth. 

O God, by whoſe bleſſing the earth is 
fruitful for the relief of our neceſſities, be 
tayourable to us at this time, and give thy 
wonted bleſſing to the earth, 2 whatever 


r 
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ſeed is conmnitted to it may bring forth its 
inereaſe for our and comfort; and 
that the wonderful effects of thy 
goodneſs, we may be mindful of the en 
and give thee the ly, 

Wherefore, O God, we beſeech thee, 
look not upon our unworthineſs, nor upon 


_ thoſe manifold: fins, by which we ungrate- 


fully abuſe the fruits of the earth, in the ſup- 
port of our luxury, gluttony, and intemper- 
ance : For if thou regardeſt theſe, we confeſs 


nothing can be expected by us, but the 
eng of all thy r in 1 
iſhment of our iniquities. 


WWe beſeech thee Sls, 0 God, let 
not thy juſtice, but thy mercy, take place : 

We confeſs our. fins, while we-aſk thy 
favours; and hope, that as in former times 


thou.. haſt been moved with eom paſſion to 


thy people, upon their bumbling them- 


_ ſelves in faſting and prayer, fo likewiſe thou 


wilt have regard to our humiliation, and 


deal with us more mercifully, than our ſins 
deſerve. 


Hear us tharaforey O God, and for the 
ſake of thy elect continue to us thy uſual 
bleſſings. Let the earth be watered with thy 
heavenly dew, and by thy benediction may 
it bring its increaſe, that we being ſupplied 
with our neceflary-{upport, may every day 

praiſe 


; dalle en 8 kao. e * = 
: never fall in our rr hee. ol 
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Lot us pray likewife for all thoſe, Wer at this | 


8 this time are promoted to holy orders. Give 

e them a Spirit anſwerable to their function, 

n that they may be a light to all thoſe, who are 
to be under their charge. Give them a zeal | 

et for the good of ſouls, that they may be 

2 ready to do good to all, according to their 


7 time receive Holy order. | 
1 TAS 17S 

4 GOD, who haſt ordained thy church 4 
4 to de provided with paltors for the good 

b — the flock, have mercy on all thoſe Who at 


5 neceſſities, and be prepared at all times to 
es "ye: their life for their flock. . 
to And ſmos thou haſt called them out of the 
n- 8 8 let the world we beſeech thee, have 
du o part in them; grant therefore, they may 
nd 2 themſelves from all its corrupt and 
Ns dangerous ways, and never do any thing 
unbecoming the ſanctity of their ſtate. Take 
he from them all degrees of covetouſneſs, and 
nal may they do nothing for filthy gain. 
hy 0 God, be thou their guide and counſel in 


ay all their ways, both in their buſmeſs, in their 
ied >converfation and divertiſements, that in no 


day part of their lives they may give offence to 
aiſe Vol. XIII. 
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any, but do all to the edification_ of their 
Foy 5g and to the increale of thy 12 85 


O God. 


Let us PRE likewi 096 for a ſesſonable time, that 
God would preſerve : 2 . all — 
a Wtemperss © 


k GOD, in ki ice are all creatures, 

mercifully diſpoſe all, ſo that they may 
contribute to our life and health, and not to 
our deſtruction. We muſt acknowledge, 
we have offended thee in all thy creatures; 
and tliat, if all theſe were to be armed againſt 
us, we could not complain of any injuſtice, 
becauſe our ſins deſerve even the granted of 
thy rigours. 

But, O God, behold we appeal to thy 
goodnefs, beſeech thee to forgive our ini- 
quities, and to oblige us to be more faithful 
to thee by the wonders of thy mercy, and 
not of thy juſtice. Wherefore, O God, 
have compaſſion on us at preſent, and grant 
us a good ſeaſon, deliver us from all peſtilen- 
tial diſtempers, whether in man or beaſt, 
give us a healthful time, and by the enjoy- 
ment of thy bleſſings, convince us of our in- 
gratitude, and overcome our evil by thy 


Seck Hear us, O Bleſſed Lord lock 


e NR a. «< 


S. Thomar, Dec. 21. 363 
upon he humiliation of thy people, and 
mercifully grant our requeſts,” Am. 


' The ſame is to be repeated on Friday and 
Saturday of this week. 
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T being the day of 8 Uh the Apo/tey 
who, when Feſus was going into judea, 
and his Diſciples apprehended great dem ren 


cried out to them, Let us alſo go and die 


with him; - hence let us take accaſiam to b 
God this Spirit, that wwe may ever accompiany 
Chriſt in all his ways, and rather NY 
Ty” than Ar "Ou bim. 


* e N II 1 
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Let Us Pray. I 36 


'GOD, by the direction of whoſe goods 
neſs we are required to obſerve the 


days of the Apoſtles, that by honouring their 
memories we may be led on and ericouraged 
by their example; mercifully grant, we may 
keep this day with ſuch a diſpoſition of ſin- 
cere piety and faith, that we may rece. ve 
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the effects, thy goodneſs has deſigned for thy 
faithful in the inſtitution of it. 

And ſince we have ſo eminent an example 
of zeal in the Apoſtle, whoſe feſtival we 
celebrate this day, grant us, we beſeech 
thee, O Lord, ſuch grace, that we may 
learn this leſſon, and every day live in the 
practice of it. | 
Grant we may become true Diſciples of 
our Maſter, and not only follow him in 
ſuch eaſy ways, where-we have inclination 
or intereſt to lead us on, but likewiſe 
here we have difficulties and difcourage- 
ments to meet us; that being proved in thee, 
and found faithful, we may receive from 
thee an everlaſting crown. 

Grant we may unite ourſelves every day 
with the facrifice of Chriſt upon the croſs, 
that as he offered himſelf to death for us, ſo 
likewiſe, with this Apoſtle, we may be al- 
ways in a diſpoſition of dying with him. 

Hence, O God, we afk this ſpirit of 
thee, that we may at all times be upon the 
watch, to obſerve what part of our lives 
Chriſt demands of us, and as his law re- 
quires of us, ſo we may be ready to make 
a ſurrender. 

If he calls upon us, in the diſcharge of 
our duty, to part with our eaſe and our reſt: 
Grant we may ſurrender it, and ſo far be 


St. Thomas, Dec. 3 be 


prepared to join our ſacrifice with his, and 


die with him. R. Grant this, O Lord, we 
beſeech thee. 

If he calls upon us, for the obſervance of 
his commands, to part with our inclinations 
and defires : Grant we may ſurrender them, 
and ſo far be prepared to join our ſacrifice 
with his, and die with him. R. Grant a 
O Lord, we beſeech thee. 


If he calls upon us to part with company, | 


and from the ways of the world, that ſo we 
may forſake the dangers of fin, and live by 
his ſpirit : Grant we may ſurrender ourſelves 
and ſo far be prepared to join our ſacrifice 


with his, and die with him. R. Grant this, 


O Lord, we beſeech thee. 


It he calls. upon us, by the appointments 
of his providence, to go through many 
troubles, or by loſſes, pam or ſickneſs, to 
part with all the comforts of life, and be 
forſaken by men: Grant we may ſurrender 
ourſelves, and fo far be prepared to join our 
ſacrifice with his, and die with him. R. 
Grant this, O Lord, we beſeech thee. 

It he call upon us to part with our goods, 
our liberty or lite, in teſtimony of our fidelity 
to his Goſpel : Grant we may ſurrender our- 
ſelves, and be prepared even fo far to join 
our facrifice with his, and die with him. R. 
Grant this, O Lord, we beſeech thee. 
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Hear us, O Lord, we beleech, thee, and 
: mercifully grant cheſe our petitions, for we 
2 are ſenſible, that, being the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, it is our duty to follow him; and 
that being bought with the price of his 
blood, we are now his right and proper 
and we cannot refuſe whatever he dema 
of us, though it be our ney without - 
Sul of injuſtice. | 
Deliver us therefore, 0 dae en Tank 
fawn all niceneſs and immoderate ſelf-love, 
ſuch as ſecriſices our lives to our inclinations, 
and not bearing the difficulties of ſelf.denial, 
makes us ſtrangers to the ways of thy Goſpelz 
but grant us, we beſeech thee, this part of 
an Apoſtolic Spirit, that we may be ever 
ready to follow thee wherever thou calleſt us, 
| and never permit any arguments of ſelf-love 
| or the world to hinder us in this our obedi- 
ence. Come Jeſus, behold we open our 
1 hearts to thee; come take poſſeſſion of us, 
and let thy Holy Spirit enlighten, direct and 
| : govern us, both now and for ever. Amen. 
St. Thomas having doubted of Chriſt's re- 
| :ſarredion, was ſo far ſuvoured by his Maſter, 
as to put his hands into his ſacred wounds, and 
: thus being cut ed of bis incredulity, cried out, 
„My Lord and my God ; hence let u make it 
eur petition, that Gad would pleaſe to confirm 
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St. Thomas, Dec. 24, 367. 


. againſt all doubts of faith, and likewiſe deli- 
ver the WOO world, you error me Oe ! 


Le Ms Pray: 


GOD, who ſeeſt our nisi weak- 
neſs, and that we have no remedy 
but from thy hands, have compaſſion on us, 
and be our Phyſician; heal all our diſtempers, 
but particularly on this day we beg the like 
mercy thou waſt pleaſed to ſhew to this thy 
Apoſtle: ſuppreſs all ſeeds of infidelity that 
yet lie concealed in our hearts, remove all 
doubts, and mercifully confirm us in albtiofe 
truths, which thou haſt revealed. 
Deliver us from all undue working of our 
nav, teach us to keep it within the 
bounds of a juſt reſtraint, and never ſuffer us 
to be fo indiſcreet, as to confide in ſuch an 
undertaker, when it pretends to be an ex- 
aminer and judge of thy myſteries. 
Deliver us, O God, from the ill effects 
of a boundleſs curigſity: And where thou haſt 
been pleaſed to ſet a veil, teach us to be con- 


tent, without preſuming to remove it, till it 


be done by thy hang 4 uh 

Deliver us from the umeaſonable attempts 
of our own reaſon, and let thy grace be the 
guide of this our guiding faculty. Prevent 


our being wile in our own conceits; and 
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never let us undertake to meaſure, what. at 
preſent we cannot ſee nor comprehend. 
Teach us to ſubmit to the carne of our 
ſtate; and ſince the deſire of knowing was 
the. firſt occaſion of ſin, may we now be 
content with the puniſhment of it, and em. 
brace the juſtice of being bound to believe 
without ſeeing. 
Thus, O God, may all. our faculties be 
ſubject to thee, and confeſs thee to be their 
3 and their God, by a ready ſubmiſſion 
to what thou haſt revealed. For my part 1 
acknowledge here before thee the weaknefs . 
and uncertainty of my reaſon. and judgment: 
am ſubject to great miſtakes about com- 
mon objects, and am ſtill worſted in all my 
enquiries, and how then can I pretend to 
determine myſteries, and pronounce upon 
things divine, without the guilt of preſump- 
tion, and the danger of error? 
Wherefore, O God, I here declare 1 
have an entire diſtruſt of myſelf, and my 
confidence is in thee. Thou art the eſſential 
truth, and canſt not be deceived; and 1 
can have no ſecurity from error, but by 
hearing and believing thee. Hence, Q 
eternal truth, I firmly aſſent, with an un⸗ 
doubting faith, to all whatever thou haſt 
taught, whether by thyſelf, or by thoſe, 
whom thou haſt commanded me .to 3 


— 


S. Thomas, Dec. 21. 369 


I give no commiſſion to my reaſon to examine 
thy truths, to ſee whether it approves them; 
but J only examine this one point, whether 
they have thy authority for being received, 
and with this F believe. Fer my reaſon, 
O God, has nothing to do but to ſubmit 
without doubting, where there is no doubt 
of what thou haſt ſaid. 

I beſeech thee, O God, may this be my 
method all my life, and let thy grace ſo 
ſtrengthen me in it, that neither any | 
temptation of the devil, nox melancho 
clouds, nor vain philoſophy, nor deluſion 
of reaſon, may ever oblige me to forſake it. 


Grant this, O God, and thus may I go on 


ſteady amidſt all my natural blindneſs and 
wweaknels. 


Grant the like hn O Lord we be- 
ſeech thee, to all chriſtians. Open the 
eyes of ſuch, as are in error, in whatever 
part of the world they be, and merciſully 
direct them to the truth: In particular we 
aſk for this nation, that thou wouldeſt 
pleaſe to heal all its diviſions, and bring all 
to the unity of faith: Remove all blind- 
neſs and paſſion, and open the hearts of 
all to underſtand how great an intereſt they 

have in truth. 

Have mercy likewiſe on all thoſe barba- 
rous and infidel nations, who have not z 


Qr 


870 Canvegſon of St. Paul, Jan. 25. 


knowledge. of thee their God, or of Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent. Thou haſt 
infinite ways in thy providence, by which 
thou canit give them new light, and bring 
them into thy fold; ſhew this mercy to 

them, we beſeech thee, that all nations may 
praiſe thy goodneſs, and with one Nr 
dont ay, "eg Names in Ns 


et u Pray. 


12 

Gr, 0 Lord, we beſeech than. we 
may rejoice in the ſolemnity of 

Thomas thy bleſſed Apoſtle; that we may 

be always relieved by his patronage, and 

with a becoming piety follow him in his 

faith. Ie our {Lord acts Shun 
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Converſion of St. Paul, Jan. 25. 371 
all our evil ways, aud nay as PIs faithful 
ee 2 ü 


Alt L. in Bus us Pray. 
0 ALMIGHTY. and Frerlaſting God, 
whoſe mercy is above all thy works, 
and who halt given us a particular inſtance 
of thy goodneſs in the wonderful conver- 
ſion of this great Apoſtle: Grant, we 
beſeech thee, that by the encouragement of 
this day's merey, we may duly ' leck toy 
mercy, and effectually find it. 

0 God, to whom is known the ani 
ſtate of our ſouls; through the many 
iniquities we have committed, and the” 
great corruption to which we are at preſent 
ſubject; have compaſſion on us, we beſcech 
thee, and now touch our hearts with a 
pewerful grace, that we may have a true 
ſenſe of our own inward deformity, and 
a real horror of all our ſins 100 

Make us now underſtand, how great 
has been the evil of forſaking thee our 
God, and perſecuting Jeſus Chriſt by our 
inicuitkes, Who has ſhed” his blood for our 
ſa vation. Open our hearts, that we. may 
ſes all the evil we have done, and no lon- 
ger go on blind en eg to Cound e 
deſtruction. \ 


Qi 
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Stop us now in our way, and let thy 
heavenly light ſhine upon us: Humble us 
to the ground with Saul, and may the 
apprehenſions of thy judgments ſeize us 
with terror: Give us a diſlike of our own 
ways, and being convinced of the corruption 
of our own wills, may we now ſurrender 
* ourſelves entirely to the conduct of thine, 
and with this convert cry out, Lord,] what 
Wilt thow have us do? 

O God of infinite mercy, new chan 
mercy to us, and now (by thy grace) change 
our hearts. Give us a ſincere and hearty: 
repentance; let us no more be deceived 
with paſſing purpoſes, but in good earneſt 
forſake the evil we have done, and under- 
take ſuch methods, by, which we may 
overcome whatever corruption is our PreJens; 
danger, | 

Thou waſt pleaſed to direct Saul to one, 
who was to teach him thy will, and inſtruct 
him in all he was to do; ſhew the like 
mercy to us alſo, O God, and let thy pro- 
vidence put us under ſuch conduct, where 
we may be truly taught thy Holy Will. 
Hence, O Blefled Lord, we beſeech thee 
to deliver us from all F 5 and while we 
propoſe to ourſelves: repentance, may Wwe 
never be ſo contradictory to aur w- deſigns, 
as to decline thoſe perſons, who. are moſt 


e 


Converſion of S. Pan. Jun, 25. 373 


kkely to teach us the ways of true ropen- 
tance, and of thy Holy Will. 

Grant likewiſe; in making our peace with 
thee, we may farther obſerve thy own method 

in the converſion of this finner. He was 
Aires days blind; that is, by thy order 
bad his eyes ſhut againſt the world, and 
totally Nl from it for three days: Fr 
the fame time he kept a moſt rigorous faſt, 
without eating or drinking, and continued 
in prayer. Thus was time giving him for 


humiliation, contrition and penance, before 


Ananias impoſed his hands upon him, as 
the Miniſter of Chriſt. | 

O God, this being thy own preſcription, 
in reconciling a ſinner, and this in the new 
law; grant we may hence take our meaſures; 
and as often as we depart from thee by ſin, 
endeavour by theſe ſteps to return to thee, 
and ſeek the favour of thy e O God, 
If ever my unhappineſs be ſuch, as to 80 al 

à diſtance from thee, may St. Paul con- 
reren be the rule of mine; for thus I may 
1 It to be ſincere. 

But not only to us, but to all ſinners, 
© Lord, extend the merey of this day. 
To thy infinite goodneſs therefore we recom- 
mend, O God, all fuch, as by fin are 
under 8 ere ; belceching thee that, 
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374 Converſion Si. Pau, Yan" 23. 
with Saul, they may find the rale 


compaſſion. 

Have mercy. on all thoſe, who perſecute 
thy church, and are injurious to Chriſt in 
his members. Open their eyes, O Lord, 
we beſeech thee, that they may ſee the 
injuſtice of their ways; that they may no 
longer be carried on by a miſtaken zeal, 


_ and think they do thee ſervice, while they 


are ſtriking at thy ſervants. Touch their 
hearts, O God, and with 8a, may all 
theſe receive new light. and be converted 
to- th ee. > 469t1 

Let all e 0 Bleſſed band partake of 
thy mercy, who live in a ſinful ſtate, who 
have turned away their eyes from their God, 
and work iniquity. Leave not theſe, we de⸗ 
ſeech thee, to themſelves, nor give them up 
to a reprobate ſenſe: but let thy — 
moved upon them, and m them a ſenſe of 
their unhappineſfſs. 

We can plead nothing Sos them, being 
through their fins, unworthy of all thy ja» 
vours : Bat, O God, we appeal to thy infi- 
nite goodneſs, to that goodneſs, which in 
compaſſion to ſinners ſent thy only San to 
4 the loſt, ſheep, and bring him back to 
thy fold. Let this have regard to them, for 
behold they are as ſo manyheeprgone altrayy, 
and muſt certainly be loſt for ever, if thou, 
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O Lord, do not ſtop them in their evil ways, 


and recal them to their duty. 
Shew this mercy therefore to them, we 

beſeech thee, and have compaſhon on all ä | 

in fin. Let not thy own creatures any 4 
longer live on in rebellion againſt thee, 
nor thoſe, who have been redeemed, any 
| more trample on the blood of the Tamb. 
| Renew thy mercies in them, and let not 
their iniquity be a check to thy goodneſs, 
ſince it is the glory of mercy to do n ce 
| the unworthy. 
Hear our prayers, O moſt loving 820 


1 bountiful Lord, and let not ſo ma 
J wretches periſh in their fin: Behold after 
a ſo many ages, we glorify thee for thy 
- mercy to this Apoſtle : Let other ſinners 
* partake of the ſame, that 8 name muy 
J be NOIR . ou e | 
7 10 9! 1 

| Let us Pray. 
3 ot 
> J GOD, whe haſt inſtructed the whole 


| world by the preaching of Bleſſed 
Faul, thy Apoſtle, grant, we beſeech thee, 
that we who "this day celebrate this conver- 
ſion, may by his example come to the 
poſſelon of thee. Through our Lord : 
Jeſus TM SUE Hows: 4 0 


220 


Tux Puwercarion OF THE BLESSED 
| Viki, Fun. 2. 


Luxx ii. 22, 32. 


T's being the toy when the Bleſſed Virgin, 

as Was kb by the law of Moles, 
dent to the temple ta be. purified, after her 
delivery, and to preſent her Son "Feſus to our 
Lord ; let us go likewiſe with them to the tem- 
ple, and there er our prayers, as we are 


di refed my the AY of this day. 
Le us Pray. 


FE give 85 praiſe, 0 Eternal God, 
for the ſubject of this day's devotion; 
for. the great dumiiity in thy Son ſeſus, and 
in his virgin- mother, in complying with a 
ceremony of the law, to which they were 
- nothing obliged; ſuch a ceremony, as 
ſeemed to r POD the divinity of the Son, 
and the privilege of the mother, in the ſanc- 
tity of her conceiving and being delivered. 
This, O God, was a great condeſcenſion, 
chat thy eternal ſon, with the Bleſſed Virgin, 
ſhould appear in the xank of ſinners, and 
voluntarily ſubmit to ſuch a law, which, in 
the eye of the world, puts them upon the 


LT £ grace, ſhould take part. in the lame, bu. 
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level with the reſt of mankind, with all that 
are born of the feed of Adam. 
It was another humiliation, that by only 
ſon, being offered according to the law, 
ſhould. be redeemed with a pair of turtles, 
or two young pigeons, being ſet, like other 
poor children, at ſo mean a rate. But all- 
this is the effect of thy mercy to us, for 
which eternal thanks are due to thy name. 
It was to give us an example, and teach 
us the ways grateful to thee, and moſt effec- 
tuat for our ſalvation. For this end thou 
waſt pleaſed that thy increated word, God 
the Son, infinite in Holineſs, ſhould apppear 
under the character of a ſinner, being repu- 
ted as the meaneſt of thoſe, who are born of 
women; and that his mother, though /ull 


miliation. 
O God! How ought we to bow 4 
and adore this infinite mercy! And how 
ought the pride of us ſinful worms to be 
confounded at the ſight of heaven, and all 
holineſs, thus humbled before us. 

O Bleſſed Lord, we acknowledge thy 


mercy, and our miſery, and now, under 


the confuſion of our intolerable pride, we 
beſeech thee to have compaſſion on us, and 
deliver us from this monſter, which thrives 


ſo prodigiouſſy amidſt dirt and filth. 1 


— 
— ** 


378 The Puiſtation of the 


Sive us a true ſenſe, we beſeech thee, 
of this unhappy evil, and being by profeſſion 
Diſciples of Chriſt our Redeemer, grant us 
an abhorrence of that, againſt which he 
made ſuch early war, and the intereſt of 
which we cannot now eſpouſe, but by being 
his enemies. For what can we now have to 
do with pride, who are the followers of a 
God humbled for our ſalvation ? 

O Bleſſed Jeſus, who haſt done ſo Büch 
for us, and eſpecially to teach us this leſſon, 
that in pride is our ruin, and that humilit 
is the character, which moſt effectually 
recommends us to the mercy of our God; 
extend this mercy to us, and give us a decile 
heart, ſuch a heart, as will allow no favour 

to what thou haſt forbidden, nor enn to 
find reſt out of thy law. L 

Grant we may, with a jealous eye, ob⸗ 
ſerve all the motions of pride, and with 
reſolution ſtard againſt whatever of theſe we 
can diſcover in us. Grant we may weaken 
it by ſtudied humiliations, and never depart 
from thy ways, upon the apprehenſion of the 
world's having a meaner opinion of us. 

Teach us to fear all thoſe methods, which 
the world recommends in favour of pride; 
as likewiſe which pride recommends in 
favour of the world; becauſe this is a con- 


federacy 12885 the ſpirit of the Goſpeh 


and we cannot Fen a party wich it, ed by 
forgetti 8 to whom we belong. A 
But for thoſe ways, which are in the 
practice of charity, of ſelf-denial, of pover 
of ſpirit, of : penance, of a crucified lifes ; 
theſe, O Jeſus, may we be zealous to follow, | 
becauſe they are the ways which thou haſt 
taught us: And however this practice may 
be often attended with our own abjection, 
with doing what ſeems beneath us, with 
what pride diſapproves, and what the world 
may cenſure and laugh at, yet, O Bleſſed 
Redeemer, let not this be our diſcourage- 


ment, let not this put us out of the way, but 
give us a Spirit to go on there more ſteadily, 


where we - obſerve. our own humiliation; 
becauſe it is here we have thee for our 
guide; and as, by walking in other ways, we 
ſhall find ſelf-love and the world; ſo by 
going on in theſe we ſhall have the greater 
aſſurance of finding thee. And what is all 
our profeſſion, what is all our religion, but 
for this! Grant therefore, O Jeſus, on this 
day of thy oun humiliation, and of this 
Bleſſed Virgin's, we may learn this impor- 
tant leſſon; learn to be humble, learn to 


walk in all the ways of an Wen Spirit. 
Amen. 


Jeſus being this day an! ta our Lord in 


the temple let us this day make an offering of 


380 The Fur ification of the 
ourſelves to God, and beg that being conſecrated 


to him, we may. be his for ever. 

O Eternal God, creator of the world, 

Sovereign Lord of all things, behold, with 
the divine victim offered to thee, this day! in 
the temple, we offer ourſelves, our ſouls, 
our bodies, our hearts, our ſenſes, with all 
whatever belongs to us. Accept, we beſeech 
thee, the offering we make ; take it into th 
protection, and confirm, it to thee by thy 
particular grace. 
Me acknowledge, O God, we have been 
conſecrated to thee by the blood of our 
Redeemer; this is done in our baptiſm, 
when our hearts are anointed and conſecrated 
by the Holy Spirit. And moft unhappy 
are we, if what is thus conſecrated to thee, 
our God, we give to idols, and a ee 
proſtitute to the ſervice of the devil. 

Wherefore, O God, ſenſible of thy un- 
doubted right in us, and of the danger 
weare in, from our own corruption, of being 
unjuſt, we this day renew the memory of our 
conſecration, by a new oblation-of ourſelves 
to thee; and moſt earneſtly implore thy help 
for ſecuring thy own right in us, ſo that 
neither any corruption within nor charm 


without, may be able to draw us from the 
dury we owe to thee. 


Behle Virgin, Ftb. =. 365 


For this end, we beſeech thee, O Bleſſed 
Redeemer (who waſt this day declared the 
light of the Gentiles) to become a light to 


us, to direct us in all our ways; we mult ac- 


knowledge our belt diſcerning faculties to be 
very weak of themſelves, and ſo unhappil 
ſubje& to be impoſed on, that we cannot wit 
any confidence depend upon them, without 
danger of being led out of the way. 

Hence we can have no ſecurity but under 
the conduct of a ſafe and ſaving guide. And 
who can be this guide to us, but thou, O 
Jeſus, who being the wiſdom of the Father, 
art not ſubject to error, and being the light 
of the world, as well as the Redeemer, haſt 
no darkneſs to make thy conduct hazardous. 

Come therefore, O Bleſſed Jeſus, be a 
light to us, to direct our uncertain ſteps ; 
undertake to guide us through all the diffi- 
cult and dangerous ways of this our pilgrim- 
age, and ſecure us againſt all the falſe lights, 
which on every fide are ready to lead us into 
mnares. | | 

Undertake this mercy for us, be beſeech 
thee, for it is thus only we can hope to be 
juſt, in ſecuring the offering, which now we 
have made to thee, O Jeſus hear us, and 
this day ſhew thyſelf a Saviour to us. Amen. 


382 After taking a Conde: 
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LMIGHTY. ny everlaſting God, we 
humbly beſeech thy Ma 1 7 that as 


chy only Son was this day preſented in the 
temple in the ſubſtance of our fleſh, ſo we 
likewiſe, through the effect of thy grace, may 


be preſented to thee with clean hearts. 
Through the ſame Lord Jeſus Chrilt tay 


Son. 


1 


AFTER TAKING A CAN DLE. 


DANDLES being Bleſſed and diſtributed on 


this day, in memory of Chriſt's being ac- | 


Fnowledged and declared the Light of the Gen- 
tiles; in takivg the candle wwe are to, confeſs 


Chriſt to be the true light of the world, and beg 
that he will mercifully pleaſe io be a light to us, 


| both living and dying. 


O Blefſed God, it was the effect of thy 
grace in old Simeon, that he did this day take 


the infant Jeſus in his arms, and confeſs him 
to be the Saviour of the world, and Light of 
the Gentiles: Behold with the ſame faith, 
which 1s likewiſe thy gift, I bow down -and 


adore Chriſt my Redeemer, I acknowledge 


Him to be thy only begotten Son, to be God, 


After taking a Candle. 383 
equal and conſubſtantial with thee from all 


eternity. | . 
I confeſs him to be the Redeemer of the 
world, and that haying taken fleſh of the 
Virgin Mary, he is both God and man in 
the ſame perſon. I confeſs him to be the 
one mediator, through whom alone we can 
hope for ſalvation ; and that for his infinite 
merey and love to man, I am bound to 
adore, ſerve, and love him for ever. : 
But how can I do this, who am nothing 
but weakneſs, miſery, and fin! Wherefore 
O Jeſus, behold I turn to thee, and implore 
thy goodneſs in behalf of this poor unhapp 
ſinner. Undertake my protection, I beſeec 
thee, and teach me thy Holy Will. 55 
[ have but this one thing above all others 
to do, which is to ſeek my God, and to 
obtain in him everlaſting reſt. But how 
unhappy am I, who have the world, with its 
various cheats, every day endeavouring to. 
draw me out of the way, who have my friends 
leading me into many ſnares, and which is 
worle, who have ſo many paſſions to corrupt 
my reaſon, that. with plauſible arguments I 
tranſgreſs my greateſt duties, and ſit down 
in a falſe peace, while I am ſacrificing to 


Baal or Mammon, and poſting on in ſuch 


ways, which it is to be feared end in deſtruc- 
tion, | 


5 After taking u Canale. 
Theſe being my unhappy efeurfitdhces 

into Which I have Ben brought by ſin, 1 can 

ſee nothing but deſpair 305 myſelf, and my 

only ſalvation is in thee, O ſeſus; help me 
therefore, O molt loving Redeemer, and be 
a guide to my cnteathat ſteps. Be thou my 
light, and direct me in all my ways. Di 
cover to me the falſity of the world, that 1 
may not be deceived by it; the deceitful pre- 
texts of my own corruption, that I may not 
be miſled by it; ſhew me all the ſnares which 
lie before me, that I may not be ſurpriſed in 
them through my own Holly, raſhneſs, or 
indiſcretion. 

I confeſs, O God, it 18 by theſe I have 
been too oſten deceived, and by following 
ſuch advifers have provoked againſt me thy 
frequent diſpleaſure ; but I fincerely now 

deſire it may be ſo no more, and therefore 
from this moment I beg thee, O Jeſus, to be 
the guide of my whole life, and to keep me 
ſteady under thy conduct, amidſt all the 
dangers of being led out of the W : 

Remember I beſeech thee, my great weak. 

neſs, and ſince one merciful deſign of thy 
incarnation was to entighten every man that 
comes into the world, fail not to perform this 
charity in me, for behold am blind, and IE 
ſubject to falſe ſteps, and there is no remedy 
of my 8 but through thee. 


Hear 


St. George, April, 23. a; 
Hear me, O Blefſed Jeſus, and let thy 
mercy appear in the relief of my miſery. 1 
offer myſelf this day to thy direction, and it 
is my, hearty defire, from this moment never 
to follow any other motion, but what thou 
approveſt. How happy a day would this be 
to me, were this my defire to be accompliſhed! 
Let thy light go before me, O Jeſus, and 
give me ſuch. a ſincere and docile heart, as 
ever to follow where thou directeſt. O Jeſus, 


enlighten my eyes, and let me no mere walk 
in darkneſs. | I's 


ST Georart, APRIL 23. 


T HIS being the day of that holy martyr, wwhom 

our pious anceſtors have made choice of for 
the patron of our nation ; let us this day make 
our addreſſes to Almighty God, in behalf of our 
country, that he would pleaſe to pour forth his 
bleſſengs upon it, and by his Holy Grace, make 
us a choſen people. 


Let us Pray. 
O GOD, who haſt been pleaſed to magni. 


fy thy name amongſt our primitive 
anceſtors, and to diſtinguiſh them by the par- 
Vol. XIII Ry 
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ticular marks of their piety ; revive the ſame 
Mercy, to us, we beſeech thee, that now in 
our days, we may ſeek thee with all our 
hearts, and zealouſly labour to copy out 
the examples our Pair eh have left us. 

For this end, we moſt humbly implore thy 
goodneſs, to have compaſſion on this our 
country, and by thy powerful grace to re- 
move from it, whatever is proyoking or 
diſpleaſing to the. 

We confeſs, O God, our "diforders. are 
many, and ſo infinitely do evils abound 
amongſt us, that we have reaſon to fear 
the moſt rigorous of thy ſcourges; and if thou 
ſhouldeſt wholly abandon us to the ways, of 
our OWN miquities, we could not be ſurpriſed 
at 5 nor aſk, Why haſt thou done ſo to 
us 

But, O moſt Gracious Lord, as we con- 
fels our manifold unworthineſs, 3 we like- 
wiſe acknowledge thy mercies to be infinite; ; 
and therefore with a full confidence in thy 
mercy, we now make our petitions before 
thy throne, beſeeching thee, to have com- 
paſſion on us, and not to manifeſt thy juſtice 
in forſaking us, but thy goodneſs in s 
us. 

O God! how terrifying have thy judg- 
ments been in many other nations; which 
in puniſhment of their iniquities, have been 
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8 wholly abandoned by thee, and have had 
2 Infidelity to become the puniſhinent of abut 
g rene een 


hat are become of the ſeven churches 
of Ala, the firſt ſeats of the chriſtians, 
honoured by the Apoſtles, and ſanctified by 
the blood of Martyrs? There was thy name, 
O God, formerly glorified both by à faithful 
people and holy paſtors. * But what has fince 
been the effect of thy ſervice neglected, and 
corruption growing in among them! 
Thou haſt in thy juſtice forſaken them, 
and left them to be overthrown by their own 
vices, or by their enemies. Thou haſt quite 
withdrawn thyſelf from them; ſo that for 
theſe many ages, ſome of them are become 
a heap of ſtones ; others have ſcarce à re- 
membrance in their own ruins ; and what 
remains in others, is only the mark of thy 
wrath againſt them, in their ancient churches, 
turned to the ſervice of Mabomet. 
How terrifying, O God, are thy judg- 
ments upon ſinners ! But have mercy upon 
us, we beſeech thee, and let not our names 
alſo. be upon the regiſter of generations to 
come, as new inſtances of thy juſtice. © © 
| _ What again are become of, the numerous 
e churches of Africa, in which flouriſhed fo 
1 many learned and holy Biſhops ; in which 
were aſſembled ſo many councils ; in which 
Ry 
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ſo many glorious Martyrs gave their life-for 
Chriſt, and-a pious people honed their zeal 
for truth? 

All 'theſe are, many ages ſince, gute 
overthrown, and chriſtianity is ſo entir 
rooted out, that in all thoſe vaſt countries 
| there is ſcarce a chriſtian to be found. 

In this manner has. ſin provoked by 
wrath, O God, and drawn down thy Judg- 
ments upon that unhappy people, to the 
tire deſolation of all religion; fo that ca 
who would not be good chriſtians, in the pro- 
feſſion of the Goſpel, are now in their gene- 
ration under the Turkiſn yoke, e 
or Heathens. 

How terrifying, O God, are thy judg- 
ments upon ſinners! But have mercy on us, 
we beſeech thee, and let not our names alſo 
be upon the regiſter of generations to come, 
as new nces of thy juſtice. 

Many other nations and people there are, 
who being called to the chriſtian name, have 
abuſed this mercy, and by their provoking 
fins, have turned away all mercy from them, 
4 the utter ruin of their generations after 
em. 

But, O God, we beſeech thee to Wb 

mercy on this our nation and people, and 


let not us alſo be an args oo 
Flic. 418 in 116 01 132 
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; Look derbe us with compaſſion, nt iy the 
power of thy grace heal all our wounds. 
Open the hearts of all thoſe, whoſe judg- 
ments are corrupted with error, and by thy 
heavenly light, tead them into thy ſaving 


Give a check to that liberty, which is in 

farour of atheiſm and Irreligion, and con- 
vince all thoſe of their baſe. ingratitude, 
who. employ their wits im undermining 
chriſtianity. 
Heal our manifold diviſions, and let no- 
thing ſpread, which is not agreeable to thy 
facred work, and to what thy Apoſtles 
taught. 

Take away all ſinful cuſtoms. and reform 

thoſe many vices, by which we have hither- 
to, for ſo many years, been treaſuring up 
anger againſt ourſelves. 
Root out all the ſpreading evils of injuſtice 
and fraud, of gluttony and drunkennefs, of 
ſenſuality and pride, of covetouſneſs and 
prodigality, and all manner of! e 
hypocriſy and exceſs. 

Take away all uncharitableneſs, that no 
thing may be done out, of ; malice, hatred, 
or revenge. Let not favouring! an intereſt 
or party be any more the rule; but may 
juſtice, charity and unbiaſſed reaſon preſerihy 
meaſures to all, that is done. May there 
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390 St. George, April 23. 
no n. and devouring one. ano! her; ; 
but may all be united in the ſpirit of love. 
Take away from the hearts of this people 
that worldly ſpixit, which fixes fouls to 
earth; and communicate to them the foirit 
of thy only Son, and of his Holy Goſpel, 
which may turn them towards heaven, and 
oblige them to be adens in e dut 
1855 ſalvation. id AV 
Quicken in them ths life pe the ſpirits 
more than of the world, that they may 
labour to conform themſelves to the life of 
Jeſus' Chriſt; that they may walk ind his 
ways, 3 his commands, and be afraid 
of At that which can' render them. Artes 
nm 1} tc L bets! 
Perfect them 0 God, I hefoock thee, in 
a good, and make them a choſen pare: 
and Rhine O Lord, deliver us from thy judg- 
9 roms us for everlatng ak 
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0 GoD, 3 5 is the merits and interedl. 
fion of thy Holy Martyr St. Gearge, doeſt 
eomfort tby people: Mercifully. 1 
we, who by bim petition for thy bleſſmgs, 
may by thy grace obtain What we alk, 


Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 
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N d in vn vas 
FT? thy merey, 0: God, we recommend 
1 © this nation, moſt hambly beſeeching 
thee to have compaſſion on it, and by thy 


temporal and ſpiritual. ft? 
Deliver it, O God, from mY thoſe een 
ways, by which it tranſpreſſes thy commands 
ments, by which infinite Souls are led to de- 
ſtruction, and thy holy law” rats. yok into 
ai 5 da 
O God!! It is an alflicting light, to ſee as 
univerſal corruption, where thy name is pro- 
feſſed. But we appeal to thy goodneſs, O 
Bleſſed Lord, for the remedy of this 'unhap- 
peneſs, and moſt humbly beg, thy grace 
_ remove whatever is diſpleaſing to thee. 


Undertake, we beſeech thee, this cure, 


nil mercifully heal all our diſtempers, both, 
public and private. Inſpire thoſe in power 
with a holy zeal for thy law, that by good 
example and favour they may encourage all 
that is good and by their authority oppoſe all 
the common practices of . Rags 536 
and injuſticſe. 

She merey'to all thoſe; hole quality ſets 
them above others, that remembring their 
rank, they may do nothing unworthy 2. ie; 
that eſteeming vice to be mean, w_ and dif. 

Iv 


powerful grace to deliver it from all evils —_ | 
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bonourable, t may be watchful nſt 
ſuch — Aw aid reebalng to b 
may be careful, not to become, by wicked. 
neſs, the diſgrace of their families. 

Shew mercy to all others in their ſeveral 
degrees, and give them a true ſenſe of all 
their ſinful 0Sk by which they offend thee, 
Strike them with a fear of thy anger, and 
make them dread the unhappineſs of their 
own evils. Soften their hearts, and give 
them a ſincere defire and firm reſolution of 
. reforming their lives; and may thy grace 

earry them on, to the accompfiſhment of 
what they propoſe. 5 

Shew mercy to all, and let this mercy, 0 

God, appear in the removal of all thoſe ſcan- 


| dals, which are every day filling up the, mea- 
fare of our ſins. 


Awaken all drunkards, O God, all . 
are ſubje&- to intemperance and excels, 
Make then! ſenſible of their unhappineſs,' of 
the terrifying account they are to give of 
their own and others fins, and that they 
have no hopes, unleſs they change their 
lives. R. Hear us, O moſt gracious Lord, 
and ſhew this mercy to theſe ſinners. 

"Awaken all thoſe unhappy ones, 0 God, 
who are governed by a carnal ſpirit, who are 
led along by ſenſuality and! uncleanneſs, 
Make theſe ſenſible of their unhappineſs, he 
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no hopes, unleſs. they change their lives. R. 
Hear us, O moſt: gracious Lord, and Jew this 


merey ta theſe. ſinners. | 


Awaken all thoſe, 0 God; 8 give 
themſelves up to a life of idleneſa, vanity, 
and courting their own inclinations, Who are 


daily contriving their preſent ſatisfaction, 


but are ſcarce in earneſt in any thing, chat 
belongs to Eternity: Make theſe ſenſible of 


* unhappineſs, of the terrifying account 


wy are to give of their own and others ins, 
and that they have no hopes, unleſs: they 
change their lives. R. Hear ut, O - mo/t 


gracious. Lord, and Ibero this mow 10 8. 
fanners. 


Awaken all thoſe, who: live-in any Sears 
ſin, who oppreſs or defraud their neigh- 


bour, who give ſcandal, or lead others into 
ſin; who 5 caſt off all diſcipline, aud 


follow extravagance, who by neglect or ſin- 
ful liberties, are bringing ruin on their fa- 
milies; Make all theſe, O God, ſenſible 


af their unhappineſs, of the terrifying ac- 


count they are to give of their own and others 
ſins, and that they haye no hopes, enleſs 


they change their lives, R. Hear us; O ung 
gracious. 1 and ſtew 1his me 40. theſe 
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the terrifying, account t are to give 
their own and others 33 they have 
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3⁰⁴ St; George, April 35. 
Awaken ll others, O God, who througli 
Fear of judgment, or corruption of 
Gon in ways contrary to hy 

180 to the Goſpel they proſefs; in whatever 
way, they offend thee, -make then ſenfible 
of their happineſs, / of the terrifying /ac- 
count they are to give of their own and 
others fins, and that they have no hopes, 
unleſs they change their lives. R. Hear ws, 
O moft Gracious Lord, and ſhew' _ _—_— 10 
theſe finners. 1 

Hear us, O God, in theſe our petitions, 
and mercifully afford remedy to our evils; 
for we confeſs ourſelves an unhappy people; 
running on in all that is provoking; ana 
growing bold and fearleſs in our iniquities. 
Scandalous diſorders abound among us, 
piety and chriſtian diſcipline ' is almoſt loſt, 
and the general emulation ſeems to be, 
Who ſhall go fartheſt from the ways and 
ſpirit of the Goſpel. In this all conditions 
and ranks ef people join; ſo that though 
there be diſagreeing profeſſions of religion, 
all Tretending and 5 ghting for the truth of 
the Goel ; of them ſee 
agrec, in forſal Ini 5 e ways of the Chet 
and leaving that ruls, which they! all preten 
to fellow e 

* herefore, O God, 5 1 chere thee to 
turn thy eyes of hex: ion 056u 0 and 
by thy grace and light ſo change our hearts, 


St. George, April 23. 395 


that we may all turn to thee our Lord, and 
ſerve thee in holineſs and juſtice all our 8: 
That we may be converted from all our 


iniquities, and become a faithful and holy 


le in thy fight. $34. 7 = n 
© Thi, is the petition we _ to thee, 
O God, this day; ſhew favour to us, and 
thoug h we are unworthy, yet on this ſolem- 
nity, for the ſake of this Holy Martyz, 
have compaſſion on us. We have choſen 
him for our patron, and deſire his charity 
will plead for us; hear him, O God, and 
the prayers of all the Saints, who have 
been tranſlated from this our iſland, to 
that place of reſt; All theſe muſt be deſi- 
rous of their country's good, and we cannot 
fail of their prayers. Hear them, O God, 
we beſeech thee, and while the church 
both triumphant and militant bows down 
defere chee, and preſents the ſame petition, 
be fayourable to us, and through the merits 
a by, only: vs wee e 
God, 2 by. the merits and inter- 
p geſlion of thy Holy Martyr St. George, 
alt. comfort thy 7 people : Mercifully grant, 
that we, who 1 55 m 1 for thy, bleſ- 
: 3: by ace, tain what we 
W fh our! Lord Wa e Son. 
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- ; N being the dos . by: $2, Geben 
＋ the Great, for abſtinence," prayer and 
humiliation, in acknowledgement of the divine 
mercy, in putting. a ſtop to the mortality, which, 
in Rome, Had carried away many thouſands 
by faden , death! Let us join in the public 
prayers. * church, and a aur 
nn | 
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12 tee? 0 God, be praiſe and thankf- 
a oiving for all thy mercies, with which 
thou halt en pleaſed to favour our brethren, 
thy, ſervants, in all ages of the church; 
in accepting their humiliations, hearing theis.: 
cries, compaſſionating their miſeries, and 
delivering them from the ſcourge, - that 
afflicted e 
theſe mercies, 2 1 God, thou haſt 
ſhewed. thyſelf, their Father, Protector and 
Helper, and in their relief haſt taught us, 
hoy in wehr thy goodneſs i is, and in whom ” 
t to truſt. SN ze 
ence, , '0 God, well ue e. 
much 0 we have en (ng 


»T 
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and to nee cy of thy tore 
for the puniſhment of aur ſins, —_— 
appeal to thy s, moſt” humbly be- 
ſeeching — to let th 1 take place. 
and prevent all thoſe j ents, Which _ 
julthy are due to our iniquities. KO 
And in Particular, O God, we at preſent 
mon thy 8, to be deliver d a 
all kind « robe | diſtem- 
pers, which being the trug of thy 
juſtice, have been often the- chaftifements of 
fin; + - 125 
From theſe, O moſt acious Lord, we 
beſeech thee to 2 y ſervants; for 
though we have ſo oft 1 e 
and being, which thou haſt given us, makin 
them 'a ſacrifice 15 ſin, and for 
this deſerve to have them taken from us; 
yet, O-moſt merciful Father, we W R, 5 


1 ee rao > ſpare . 


" Splits ay" Lord, and ke dell 
ver us from what we have always reaſon” to, 
fear; let not thy creatures be armed : 
us, nor ſtretch forth thy arm againſt ſuch | 
poor 'worins as we are. For though we are 
bold in ſin, and often go on ſo e if 
there were no power over, us, h- ſi | 
had reaſon” to fear; Yet, behold, O God, 
we. H nt e before thee; ve 
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confeſs our own nothing, and thy Almigh 
Power; we confeſs, that we are in thy 
hands, and there is no, need; of more than 
thy word, to ſweep away millions of us, 
like dult, of the a all creatures are at 


our f a) 
Thus, O moſt Betas wg ee 


knowledge thee to be our God, and our- 
ſelves to be thy creatures; and bowing down 
with a profound humility, we implore thy 
protection againſt all dangers; we beſeech 
thee to preſerve the being thou haſt, given us, 

and by the continuance of thy bleſſings, 
to oblige us to be more faithful to thee- 
Let thy grace be an addition to our days, 
and whatever time we have yet to liye, xt 
it become a new life to us, ſo, as forſaking 
all our evil ways, to live to thee, our God; 
and prepare to live with es en der 
| * þ © [7 Of 
Let Us Prop. To 1 VL 
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(nar, we beſeech thee, Almighty: 
God, that we, who: in our affliction, 
confide in thy goodneſs, may be ſecured. 
under thy pa ik e againſt all e 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 
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THis being the Ire of St. Philip ail 55 
James, 755 brother of our Lord, both 
Apoſtles, ' who having been called by Chrift, 


left all to follow him ; and having Faithfully 


preathed his Goſpel, confirmed 17 at length 


with their blood ; let us accordingly direct 
our " Sroers.” a 4 
Let us Pray. n 


i 94 1 


6 ob. : by whoſe Rbf 0 we See 
the memory of theſe Apoſtles; gr _ 
that, as we admire the _ te the hav 
given us; ſo, by thy gra * hy Wo 
zealous in follow ing it, Tag d en Aa 
labour to come to the ſame inheritance of 
bliſs, eget they enjoy. 0 

Grant] we may learn the firſt leſſon, 
they dae ſet us. We ſee them, upon thy 
call, O jeſus, leaving all to fa thee ; 
in this we ſee the power of thy grace ſtrong- 
ly working in them, overcoming nature, 
with all its uſual fears and apprehenſions 
aul Geſpiling "the diffcülties pretended, b 
ſelf. love. All yields, where thy grace 
commands, and no exceptions are made, 


where a divine power 5 1 che 
crete eee 9 910. 199 cee 
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480 ss. Philip. end Jamer, 
0 Merciful.. Father, wonderful. was 


grace in theſe thy ſervants, to . int SY 
uch a perfect ſubjection to thy will; fo. as 
no more to hearken to the ſuggeſtions of 
nature, or the 1 invitations of the world; but 
to be wholly attentive to thy call, and ſolicit- 
ous for this one thing alone. of doing thy 
Holy Will. i 
God, this, was 2 wonderful change in 
them, from ſo much corruption, inconſtan 
and weakneſs of nature, to ſo much radia 
of grace; it is what we. cannot but admire, 
and are bound to give thanks to thee, the 
Author of all good gifts. 
But, O Sod, While we ain "by 
bounty in others, vouchſafe to have mercy 
mus alſo, thy ſervants, and communicate 
bY *. ſuch a proportion of the ſame divine 
1 that we. may be enabled by it to imitate 
1 hat We — 4 and beg begin to diſcover 1 un 
Suns dane comfortable ſigns: of being wy 
true Diſciples. , 
+1 This.,blefling of thy Holy Grace we 1855 
much want, becauſe of the many and great 
Aeulties, we find, in following, where 
Wau art pleaſed to call us; For we 1 
tempt to do good, but preſently we find 
thing either 40 interrupt, or binder, or 


_ Whats ner ws 1 ertake, e ons 
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ſooner begin to turn our hearts towards thee, 


our affections to blind us, or our folicitude'to 


ever ſtopt, or at leaſt hindered, if not, quite 


F 
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cr gent How e nüt n wi in 
this? For h ee clogs do we find upen 
our ſouls from gur own corruption! We no 


but immediately we have our on deferer-40 
pull us back; or our fears to diſquiet us, or 
our imagination to carry us another way, or 


perplex us, or prefecta to divert us, or op- 
| 2 755 to darken us. 80 that whenever 
thou beginneſt to call, though we have a 
mind to follow, yet Rl; O God, are we 


put out of the way.: ts 72046 T3004, 
Thus miſerable, O 60d, are e ſo 
much in want of thy grace; there being ole 
of theſe hinderanees, but what plainly ſhew 
us, how far we are from being true Diſciples, 
and how very much we have yet to leave 
for thee, Theſe ſhew us, how much we 
have of ourſelves, and of the world 7 
rei ning ane 

lelp us therefore, we beieech thee |belp 
us in overcoming all difficulties ;/ that 
making it our profeſſion to follow thee, we 
may not be led by another ſpirit; that 
neither ſelf-love nor the world may any 
more command our hearts; but that learn» 
ing to deſpiſe all their demands we may be 
— none, but thy Holy Will, O God. 
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SS. Philip and Jamet, 


Tho haſt manifeſted, O Ever bleed 
Redeemer, the powerful working of thy 
grace in theſe Apoſtles, who at once re- 
nounced alt to follow thee it is ſuch grace 


we want, for dilengaging our hearts, and 


being at liberty for becoming thy true Diſci- 
ples, for now as it is, we are ever halting” 
between two: We call thee maſter and 
Lord, and do many things, in acknowledg- 
ment both of thy power, and of our duty; 
and yet, upon examining our lives, we 


plainly ſee, there is another power governing 


in us. Our natural inclinations, and paſ- 


ſions, command a great part of our lives; 


pride has a great ſhare in them; we pay 
obedience to our own will and humour; 
company and the world, and worldly con- 
— have the deciding vote in moſt 
of our reſolutions: Thus we go on every 


day, parcellin 8 out our lives between our 
- own variet 


corruptions, and the world: 
And yet ſtill under the character and name 
of being thy Diſciple. 

O Jeſus, we plainly ſee and confeſs; this 
cannot be right; his can be no better than 
pretence and mockery, and can never come 
to the promiſes made to thoſe, that follow 
thee; have mercy therefore on us, we 
beſeech thee, and now while thou giveſt us a 


ſenſe of our ill ways, give us likewiſe grace 
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8 give = a better Spirit, eren 
thy Spirit, O. Jeſus; for it is now evident 
to us, as long as we live by any Aber n 
we cannot be thy DiſciplCGe. 
O Bleſſed —— look now upon us, 
thy, petitioners, humbling ourſelves - before 


thee, We: fee our miſery, and we ſee 


we cu expect no remedy,” but from thy 

PRE hand. Have mercy | therefore on 
we beſeech -thee, and help us in | this 

eſental part of our profeſhon.  - 

May we every day remember, that to de 
thy. Diſciple, is to follow thee; it is to con · 
ſider in every thing, and on all occaſrons, 
what is thy Holy Will; and to let this have 
the determination of our counſels. be the 
mealure of our actions, and the government 
of gur lives. 

It is to be on the guard, in 1 examining, alk 
inward. and outward ſuggeſtions, that are 
made to us, and with refolution to ſtand 
againſt all thoſe, which we diſcern, not te 
be of God. It is to be ever ready to contra- 
dick inclination and nature, and intereſt; 
and friends, and company and the world; 
and to bear all the trouble and \inconveniens 
cies in ſo doing, whenever they perſuade to 
wy Our cot en not ee to God. 0 
ren Ui mo 10 Sal 
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0 Jeſus! And is this to be thy diſciple! 
How miſerable and wretched a N then 
am I, who have been ſo many years under 
the character of thy diſciple, and yet have 
taken ſo very little care to follow thee | Nay, 
I muſt confeſs my wickedneſs againſt myſelt : 
How much more have 1 been led load b 
my own inelination, than by thy Holy Will 
How much more have I been directed by 
my own paſſions and humour, than by thee 
my God! 1 How much more have I confulted 
vanity, and ſloth, and intereſt, and other 
worldly reſpects, than thy Goſpel, O Jeſus! 
And how then have I been thy Diſciple! 1 
habe been ſo in name; but ow: very little 
more, is known to thee whom I have more 
forſaken than followed. 
But pardon me, dear Jeſus, 1 beſeech 

thee ; pardon me the many times I have ſo 
unworthily departed from thee, and forgive 
me my iniquities. And now, on this day 
of thy Apoſtles, call upon my ſoul, as thou 
Gidſt a upon them, and command me to follow 
thee. Let thy command break all my chains, 
and fet me at true liberty: Let it lay my 
ſoul under this perpetual conviction, that a 
Diſciple of Chriſt ought ever to be led by 
Chriſt, and that it is making a mock of my 
profeſl on, to walk in any other way beſides 
that, which he approves. 
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"And 45 ſto never follow any HE Ned 
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0 GOD, who. bringeſt kent to > thy 
ſervants, f in the yearly ſolemnity of thy 
Apoſtles Philip and James: Grant, we 
s thee, that as we rejoice in their 
merits, ſo we may be inſtructed by their 
example. Through our Lord Vir An 
thy Son. | i er 
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| InvenTiION or THE HOLY Cross, | 
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IS feftival is a memorial of that day when: 
St. Helen going to Jeruſalem, miraculou 
faund the croſs, on which Chriſt had ſuffered, + 
after it had lain buried till — time, under 
ground, and a ſtatue of Venus, had been ſet up 
on, mount Calvary by the heathens in the place 
of it, for effacing the memory 75 bis 9 
? Wb, J Hence. — 1 4 


* 
4 4 Fs — * _—_ * 
am I, 1 —— * Ix £ + 4 1 9 115 A = S + S 
1 5 I 4 1 % # . ” 
11 10 5 412 911 a . ; 
* - 


. ” " * 
1 


23421139 YEW i910 Yi: | 
; x 4754 
2 135) 


406 Invention the H. C 

| 10n of 4. „ 

5 Ft | 3 1 , \ L \ . roſs, | * 

- 6 1 * 1 3 Ry , » w 1 

10. T!r . iN $+ [ (34 }-1 P « 5 4 — vt 
3 . 2 „ A v t mm <5 Tay. 1 J 4 IE + : 

101 +; a . . J 1 1 4 " 4 z : *> 3 y 832 #35 TASS 


ie 
AF minds of the faithful, the memory of 
Chriſt's ſacred paſſion; by the miraculous 
(diſcovery of that croſs, on which he ſuffered, 
mercifully grant, that we, who rejoice in 
this ſolemnity,” may find in our ſouls the 
comfortable effects of that blood, which was 


4 
1D 


ſhed on the croſs for our redemption. 
That we may be thus happy, behold, O 
God, we here, on this day of the croſs, bow 
down, and with gratitude acknowledge thy 
infinite mercy, in the redemption, that was 
wrought for us on the croſs. We proſtrate 
and adore thee, for that, in compaſſion to 
ſuch wretched and ungrateful ſinners, baniſh- 
ed from heaven, and of ourſelves incapable 
of recovering thy favour, thou waſt pleaſed 
to ſend thy only Son to become our facrifice, 
and by his ſacred” blood, to cancel the hand 
writing, that was againſt us. 

© Blefied, O eternal God, be thy holy 
name, for this thy unſpeakable goodneſs to 
ſinful man. May the Angels praiſe thee, 
may the Cherubins magnify 'thee, 'may all 
the Blefſed Choirs above ſing forth the glory 
of thy mercy, and by grateful Allelujahs 
fupply that thankſgiving, which is due 


from us. 
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And t to 0 Jha O Saviour of 
mankind, be given everlaſting praiſe, for 
undertaking the difficult work of our falvg- 
tion, for voluntarily ſubmitting thyſelf to all 
that is humbling, to poverty and contempt, 
to public reproach and falſe accuſations, to 
X the, malicious cruelty of thy enemies, and 0 
I the diſg graceful death of the croſs. 
# A, O Jeſus, waſt thou pleaſed to hs 
our iniquities, to heal us by thy wounds, 
and to give thy life, ſo to reſcue us from the 
bonds o eternal death. O Bleſſed Redeem- 
er who can ſufficiently admire the wonders 
of thy. goodneſs! Who ſhall be able to make 
a return to thee, for thy mercies to uss 
HBleſſed be thy holy name, O moſt loving 
Jeſus, for this thy unſpeakable goodneſs to 
finful man. May 10 Angels praiſe thee, 
may the Cherubins magnify thee, may all 
the Bleſſed Choirs above ſing forth the glory 
of thy. mercy, and by grateful Allelujahs 
ſupply that bs hg which 1s due Gam 
us. 

But 3 us, what can we do, but with 
confuſion condemn our own hardneſs, ſtu- 
pidity and blindneſs, who having ſuch infinite 
mercy to awaken us, ſuch ſurpriſing good- 
neſs to excite us, are yet ſo very little ſenſible 
of all thou haſt done, that our ſtudy is much 
more to pleaſe ourſelves, than do thy EF 
Will, and our general method is ſtill to be 


got) Invention of ab, H. Croſt, 
2 corruption and ſim, 
were nothing to us, and 
2 wo intereſt a all thou * are 
2 Ws. 5147 1 

-O- Jeſus? we nk nathivg more exi- 
| gently ſhews us our own Fo) ag than this 

hardneſs under thy mercies, =. can 
more convince us of the great neceſſity we 
have of appealing to thy ſacred paſſion, for 
the remedy of this our unhappineſs. _ 
- © Wherefore, O Bleſſed Redeemer, behold. 
we humble ourſelves before thee, and with 
all the earneſtneſs of ous. fouls, beſeech thee 
0 have mercy. on us. We confeſs our \ yi 
happy ſtate, through our manifold i iniqui 
which have been multiplied aboye the 
ef our head, and eſpecially for our great Sh 
itude towards thee, our Redeemer, who 
ſt ſpared neither thy labour, nor 4M 
nor lite for our ſalvation, "at 
Thou haſt 45 thyſelf wholly 4% üs, F 
"eo: our iniquities how unn dfal we we 
have hved of thee. Ps ſolemnity of the 
croſs calls both to our remembrance, both 
thy infinite mexcies, and our infinite miſery. 
And what does the ſacrilegious profane neſs 
of the heathens Jhew us, Por too much of 
cdurſelves? They were enemies to thy croſs, 
and ſet up their idols in its place. And how 
much leſs have we. done? Nays is it -1 

mie 


pres May * 


— More teſtable, what we have- dents 
who confefſing thee to be our Redeamer,. 
Have let our pride, our luxury, our Ale lone 
ſet up their idols, and O God, how much 
W we followed them, inſtead of the 
doctrine of the croſs | The croſs has been 
hidden from our eyes, it has been buried to 
us under earth and corruption, and our lives 
have not been governed by it. 

This, O Jeſus, has been our * — 
now ſenſible of our guilt, we humbly ac- 
knowledge it before thee, and appeal to the 
merits of thy ſacred paſſion for our help, 
becatife 485 we have ſolid ground of hopes 
© Have compaſſion therefore on thy ſervants 
and ſince thx coming was to call finners to 
repentance, den us now calling upon thee, 
we confeſs the manifold pollution of our . 
and that we cannot be purified” from o 
guilt, but thy facred blood, which was 
ſhed or us, bart us therefore now calling for 
mercy, and by the fruit of thx biood, wah 
us from all our iniquities, and cleanſe us 
from our fins. Thou haſt all power given 
thee, both in heaven and on earth, employ 
this power, we beſcech thee, in ouf behatt, 
let it be for mercy, and not for our coriechn- 
nation. 

And not only for mercy, but grant libe- 
wile, O molt Gracious Redeemer; that on 

Vol. XIII. | S 
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this 9s on which thy, "76; was found e 
likewiſe may find the. Spirit of the croſs in 
gur, hearts, that ſo from this time, we ma 
live by that Spirit, and by _ thew, who e 
diſciples, we are. 01 D 

May we And. the 8 pirit fe 1 God 
aboye, all things, and long bios in all 
we do. R. Amen. 

May we find the Spirit of FRB the will of 
of our Heavenly Father. R. Amen. 

May we find the Spint of not living to 

ourielves, but to God. R. Amen. 5) 
May we. ſind the Spirit of true ſubmi on; 
42 all che appointments of God. FR 

ah. 1115 1. 2 

May we find the Spirit of humility, in 
yielding with peace, under all, that is for 
our humiliation, R. Amen. 

May we find the Spirit of patience, in 
being never tired under the exerciſes, what- 
ever Almighty God ſhall give us. R. Amen. 

May we find the Spirit of embracing all 
that is abject and contemptible, and of 2 
a crucified life. R, Amen. 

May we find the Spirit of dying to our- 
ſelves,: and to the world, and of bearing our 
croſs, as Chriſt's diſciples, to the end of dur 
lives. R. Amen. On; 

Hear us, O Bleſſed Redeemer, and on 
this day of the croſs, may we learn theſe leſ- 


A pparition of St. M ichael, Kc. 41 L 


ſons of the croſs, may we learn to renounce 
all'that is contrary' to it, and not live as 
enemies; while we profeſs a faith in its myſ. 
teries. And yet, what is to ſeek ourſelves, 
and to follow the inclinations of our own 
corruption, but to live enemies to the croſs? 
O Jeſus, be merciful to us this day; take us 
out of this evil way, and you us into e 
of the crofs. | N. ab al. 
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of the holy croſs, didſt renew the/mira- 
cles of thy paſſion: Grant, that by the price 
of that life-giving wood, we may kind help 
to everlaſting life, who livelt and ag 5 
with God the Tathen. „tf ee ee 
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2 — a day nowredh for the apurition 

+. of St. Michael the Arch angel on mut 
Garganus, in the fifth: century, in the. time aß 
Pope Gelaſius; hence let ut in our n N 
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\6OD, 0 - da einde the Holy 

Angels, to adore before thy Fs, 
andlikewife to be miniſtring ſpirits, in things 
belonging to men: Mercifully grant, that 
in both their functions they may be helpful 
to us, and that thou mayall be glorified in 
all thy creatures: 

We rejoice, O God of infinite ma jeſty. 
that thou art worthily glorified by bose hea- 
veuly ſpirits; that by them thou art adored 
and-ferved, not in that poor, diſtracted and 
unbecoming manner as we poor ſinners do, 
but with an adoration GER the majeſty 
of thy glory. + 

In this, O God, we rejoice, and moſt 
"humbly beg, that by them may be ſupplied 
whatever is wanting in the homage, we 
pay; and that now thou wouldeſt give us 
leave to join in ſpirit with that heavenly hoſt, 

and in their ſacred choir fall down and adore 
thee, ſaying with them, and in their ſpirit ; 
Salvation to our God, who fits pon the throne, 
and to the Lamb hrnedifiion, and glory and 
wiſdom, and ' thankſgiving, and honour, and 
Pftoer, and flrength, to our Gd for\ euer and 
eber. Amen. To the king eternal, immortai and 
inviſiblée; to God alone, be honour aud glory, 
e ever and e ever. nn | | 


the Archangel, May. 3. 41g 


Thus, O God of infinite power, may we 
every day adore in union with thoſe ſpirits 
above, adding our poor mite to their better 
praiſes, and endeavouring i in ſpirit to e 
a part in their choir. a 

Thus, O God, may we do, as often a8 we 
come to prayer; raiſe up our eyes to them, 
and from their example, learn how to bow 
down and adore; how to proſtrate ourſelves 
before thy majeſty ; how to fix our hearts 
upon thee ; how to be filled with thy awful 
preſence; how Uto _ repute all (Amen, a8 
nothing which are not of thee. 1 

In this manner, O moſt / gracious a. 


may the Holy Angels be our pattern. And 
when. O Bleſſed God, ſhall we beſo. happy, 


as to follow this pattern! Hitherto we are 
dall and heavy, — thoughts are ever roy- 
ing and our hearts unfixt; ſo that prayer 
to Us, is little better than a form; and 1 it is 
much to be feared, that by our general r Neg- 
lect, our devotions become the means, not 
of obtaining thy favours, but of increaſing 
our guilt. 

But when, 0 Lord, when wall we be 
A e from this unhappy ſtate ! When 
ſhall we ſhake off every, weight, that clogs 
our ſoul to the earth nen ſhall our. hearts 
enjoy that true liberty, which belongs to thy 
children, and is neceffary for all, ke are to 
love thee, and ſerve thee ! 8 Nj, 
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Hear us, O Bleſſed God, and grant us 
bor petitich, that, as the Angels ſerve the 
in Heaven, ſo we may become thy faithful 
ſervants,” to praiſe thee on earth; and thus 
be daily ſtrenthened in hope, of being, one 
day, added to the number of that bleſſed 
Is y. Y7: 45111 

For this tha,. ve! beſzect (hes! 0 Bove. 
reign Lord, to let thy Holy Angels miniſter 
to us, and by their aſſiſtance defend us from 
all evil, and help us forward in the Y of 
ſalvation. 

May thy Holy: Angels and TV us, 1 
as by them the dragon and the 7 
Angels were caſt out of heaven, ſo by 
may we be defended from the aflaults © "all 
evil ſpirits. R. Amen. 

May thy Holy Angels Wach our Abt 
* by a coal from the altar purify them 
from all evil, as the Seraphin purified the 
bps of the prophet. R. Amen. 

May thy Holy Angels accompany us, and 
te our guides in every way, in which ve are 
to walk, as the angel was to Toby.” R. Amen. 

May thy Angels reſcue us from all dangers, 
both of body and ſoul, as they did Lot out 
of Sedom. R. Amen. 

May they ever imprint thy Holy Law in 
dur hearts, as ae N d law to Ms 
R. Amen. Wan ; Ke 1 * 
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F May chy Holy Fi us curd all 
difficulues and alflickions, e did. Chriſt 
in the-deſert, and in W R, Amen; 
Thus, O God, ſince haſt given thy 
Angels charge of. us, 215 grant, that 
by their aſſiſtance, we may be helped in all 
that is good, and by their charity be directed 
throngh this vale of miſery; till we come to 
be admitted into their bleſſed ſociety, to 
rejoice in thee, and give thee thanks for all 
the Appointments. gh; thy, Preys for ae 
our lente. Gn 
Lev EA 71 1 Let 4 Pran ce 75 
flog 50 Das dib Sg. odr Id 28 
0 GOD, who! in à wonderful manner, 
haft. diſpoſed the miniſtry of Angels 
and men, mercitully grant, that our life on 
earth may be defended by them, who always 
miniſter to thee in Wannen Through our 
röhrt erer en n „h lg men 
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7 HIS being the vigil appointed - bythe 
church to be kept in faſting and huumiligtian, 
/ to prepare our. ſouls for the merciet of God in 
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e Alwighty, thataue may: ſ-obſervc this day, 
that our ſouls * ren or We. a of 
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oO Go, by bbs mo wo here Ve ys 
appointed, wherein we are called to 
the knowledge of ourſelves, and by the ener- 
ciſes of ing, humiliation: and prayer, to 
prepare our ſouls for thoſe helps of thy divine 
bounty which are neceſſary for our ſalvation; 
grant we may ſo obſerve this preſent day as 
to anſwer the end of its inſtitution: And 
that, duly preparing our ſouls, we may be 
happy in receiving thoſe graces, we ſo much 
want in this our unhappy pilgrimage. 
And ſince faſting is one thing required of 
us, às a proper means for humbling ſinners, 
ang, for inclining thee to compaſſion and 
mexcy. direct us, we beſeech thee, and help 
us in keeping ſuch a faſt this day, as may be 
the puniſiiment of our fins, and be ſo accep- 
table to thee, as to remove thy ſeourges, 
and open the treaſures of * . f upon 
us. 
Heneę, O God, we aſk this merey of thee, 
that we may not deceive ourſelves with names ö 
or ceremonies; or by following in ſuch a 
track only as cuſtom. has made; but we beg 
thy light to conſider what is the faſt, which 


0 e e 
chou haſt: choſen ; what is the fuſt due to 
our ſiris, and proper for engaging thy mere 
to us, and according to theſe meaſures; E 
God, may we regulate the faſt of this d 

Upon this account we aſk that ſincerity 2 
thee, that, while we undertake to fait, we 
may not. let appetite inclination or ſelf 5 
have the direction of what we are to eat, or 
what to drink: For theſe, we confeſd, COL 
God, are but ill-counſel, and will never 
conſider what is well pleaſing to thee, But 
only what is ſo to themſelves. It is by theſe 
we have been too often led into exceſs und 
fin, and therefore it cannot be reaſonable- 
they ſhould be the adviſers, on days . 
to puniſh their diſorders-. 

Rather, O Bleſſed God, let ab bai 
with a ſincere repentance of all our ſint, and 
with a particular review of the many ill- 
cuſtoms, to which we are ſubject; and 
having ſettled this one point, of what is 
necglſary for nature 19 ſubſiſt, let us leave to” 
repentance to determine all the reſt. 

Let repentance determine, how far appe- 
tite ought to be denied, in puniſhment of its 
paſt regularities. | 

Let, repentance determine, what kind of 
faſt is neceſſary for humbling the ſinner. 

Let repentance determine, what kind of 
faſt is eee for awakening the finner,? 
8 v 
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and bringing him to a true ſenſe of his iniqui- 
nes. Let repentance. determine, what kind 
of falt may be proper for weakening the 
violence of corruption, and bringing nature 
into ſubjection to * will, O Gd. 
Let repentance determine, how far the 
ſinner ought to be puniſſied by faſting, who 
has ſo often lifted * * . and e 
againſt his God. 10 
Grant, O moſt gd 3 that by 
theſe meaſures we may proceed this day in 
our faſt; not regarding any liberties, which 
have cuſtom for their warrant, but appealing 
from theſe to the neceſſities of our ſoul, and 
ſeeing what theſe. demand x in order to qur 
eternal good. 
And let not 5 have the a 
only of what belongs to eating and drinking; 
but grant, O God, it may preſcribe, as to 
all the actions of the day. 10 113001 
May this conſider the frequent tranſgreſ- 
ions = our pride, and, both for puniſhing 
and correcting it, allow nothing this day, 
which can be in favour of it. May it put a 
_ reſtraint upon our words, and ſuppreſs all 
thoſe, which v anity, boaſting Or ſt ubborn- 
neſs ſuggeſt, and by ſuch ſilence labour to 
atone for the pride of our lips. May it con- 
gder all the other ways of pride, whether in 
our thoughts, or heart, or dreſs, and this 
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day make choice of all ſuch humbling me- 
thods, as are moſt: proper for chaſtiſin N * 
reforming our ſin. 199019 24 een 3167 
Hence, O God, may it be thy a 
this day, to ſtoop to the meaneſt office, 
ſuch as we are inclined to think beneath 
us. May we make ſuch viſits, as can have 
only the encouragement of charity, and 
not of pride. May we bear contra liens 
in ſilence, and endeavour to rejoice: in 
contempts, as our due. And in whatever 
way we obſerve, at other times, our pride 
to break forth, there may it be our preſent 
ſolicitude to apply ſuitable remed ies. 
May repentance: likewiſe-i:confider 2/our' 
uſual impatience, and this day keep fach. a 
wach, as to give a general eber to it, 
wherever it begins to appear. Hence, O 
God, may thy grace now enable: us to attain 
the true government of ourſelves, that no 
word of paſſion or impatience be mis dar 
heard from our mouths, May we keep ths 
like command upon our thoughts; ſo às to 
allow theſe no liberty of fretting, vexation 
or grief, but under all ſuch oedaſions ma 
we ſtill remember that if impatience Bag 
been hitherto our ſim, it deſervestthe unit 
ment of Whatever we at preſent füfferf; id 
that, if we do not thus 3 te U erc 
21:1] Rus 8491 LC 4 G41 i9 go. 8. 1110 
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it; get ern the guilt of it to our 
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May our wed: likewiſe, O God, 
conſider the poſitiveneſs, perverſeneſs arid 
corruption of our on wills, and that this 
is the root of all our ſins. Hence may it 
be our taſte, this, day, to bring our will into 
ſubjection; and force it to bend, by the 
practice of 'a general ſelf.denial. For this 
end, we beſeech thee, O God; to help us 
by thy grace. Help us in reſiſting all in- 
clinations to whatever is ſinful. Help us 
in 3 with filence what does not pleaſe 

Help us in not contending! for our 
enbiirenys; but in chafing rather to. yield 
to others, in all that is indifferent. Help us 
in contradicting our wills, wherever we 
obſerve them bent with eagerneſs, and have 
nothing more than humour or fancy to plead 
for their demands. Help us in wichſtand- 
ing all' inclinations, that are in favour of 
curioſity or ſloth, or of any other weakneſs, 
or ill cuſtom. Help us in ſubmitting to all 
the difficulties of our ſtate, and all preſent 
uneaſineſs, without complaint. Help us in 
governing all our averſions and diſſikes, and 
in all occaſions may we act contrary to them. 
Help us in undertaking and performing, 
this day, ſuch exercifes and actions as we 
do not like; and if there be any humbling 
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words or actions, be us this day in 
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condeſcendence k 


4 
g to- us, either in 


forming i. Help us in weakning all — 5 
affections in us, which can be ſuſpected 
either of fin or exceſs, and 1 we do 
nothing in compliance with them. 
Thus, O God, in whatever way our own. 
will is either ſinful, diſorderly or violent, 
may we, this day, labour to overcome it, 
and by frequent ſelf-denials ſo acctutom it to 
yield, as to become eaſy in ts obedience, 
"hich is due to thee. | 
May our repentance, - beſides this, con- 
ſider whatever cuſtoms we have in favour 
of idleneſs, intemperance, or of a worldly, 
olige or undiſciplined fe z and, this 
preſeribe race a method, as may-make- 
us Je ible of our errors, and change the 
temper: of our ſouls, . In order to this; give 
use grace, we beſeech thee, O God, this 
day, to ſeparate ourſelves from all, that 
feeds tele fe corrupt and H-humours in us. 
Give us grace to avoid all kind of games, 
ſhews; and public meetings; to decline idle 
company, books and places, that are not 
for edification- And as far as cireumſtances 
will permit, may we give ſo much time to 
recollection, prayer, reading, the conſide- 
ration of eternity and the examination of 
the preſent Rate: of our ſouls, as may thew 
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us the horror of ſin, and con vince us, that 
all the happineſs of the world is vanity and 


"folly, and chat fhere is ho true comfort but 


in à good r in ecking aud e. ; 
thee, O God. Po N D ui 1 

May our repentance till look one ha : 
farther, as far as our conſcience is concerned 
in our neighbour, ;and ,, endeavour. to re. 
trench. all, that carries with it the guilt of 
ſin. For this end may we now, this day, 
conſider, if by any means we, give ſcandal, 
diſedify, or draw others into ſin; and let the 
reſolution of this vigi / put a ſtop to all ſuch 
diſorders. ON i 

ä we y examine, if by any 
malte, fraudulent dealings, or = — 
paying of debts, we do wrong to, our 
neighbour, and now take meaſures for doing 
what is juſt. *Y $$: 141% Ani 

May we conſider if there be anyn can 
x breach of charity, or miſunder- 
ſtanding betwixt us and our neighbour, and, 
this day, reſolve upon means for reſtoring 
of peace. May we contend or, 1 


Wh no body, this day, nor take 1 5 ex- 


ceptions, at any thing, that ſhall be faid or 


done. 

May we be moderate and mild to all, 
ready to afford help and comfort, as far 
as our condition will permit; and do no- 
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thing,” that can give abet or trouble 24 
o any neighbour. 8 
In this manner, 0 God, may we ; Lip of 

this day, endeavouring by all ways to over- 

come ſin in ourſelves, and to remove from us 
whatever we can diſcover in us to be dif 
pleaſing to thee. May we be zealous in all 
thoſe exerciſes, - which can recommend us 
to thy favour; and in this method may we 
prepare our ſouls' for the mercies of the fol. 
00mg ſolemnity. | 


TVRANT, we beſeech thee, Almig 

God, that the ſolemn feſtiyal, - "for. 
which we are now preparing, may be to us 
the increaſe of devotion," and 'a help of, 
ſalvation. Lhropgh, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
. c fe > 
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T "being the dy of 8. N. obo fufered 


Jo much for the fake of Chriſt, let us give 
thanks to Almighty God for the great grace 


beſtowed' on this his ſervant ; and likewiſe 


beg a like grate for ourſelves, that we may 
be patient in all ſuffering, and be Ne 


to ** our life for Chriſt. 
Let. us Pray. 


| Fi ; give thee thanks, Almighty God, 
for thy great privilege of grace 
beſtowed on this thy ſervant, by which he 


was raiſed above human weakneſs, and 


carried victorious through ſo many trials, 


even ſo far as to deſpiſe torments and death 
itſelf for thy glory. 

For this thy mercy to him we adore and 
bleſs thy holy name, and deſire that the 
example, he has ſhewed of courage and 
patience, may be a leſſon to all generations 
of giving thee praiſe in this day of his 


triumphs and of zealouſly following his 


iteps, ſo to partake 1 in his crown. 
This: is the petition. at leaſt we make on 


this day of thy martyr in our own behalf, 


1 
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that beholding thee, O God, glorified in 
his 1 and him exalted - them ta 
a ſeat of bliſs; and to attend the Lan; we 

may underſtand the benefit of ſulfering, 
and ſubmit to it with fuch an humble patienre, 
that thou mayeſt be glorifyed alſo in our 
ſuffering, and we exalted by it. | 

Hence, O God, we beſeech thee, that” x 
whtatever” occaſion. of trouble happens to us 
this day, we may fall into no paſſion or 
impatience, but may be careful to preſerve 
an inward: peace, and an outward modera- 
tion, both in our words and actions. 


Give us grace and, ſtrength. to ſtand 0 


under all provocation, fo as to be wate 
againſt all inclinations to fretting, 
neſs, grief, vexation, or other Py LAT 7 

and grant us that true command of ourſelves,” 8 
that "whatever is to be reproved, there may 8 
however nothing appear in us contrary to 
to the meekneſs of the chriſtian ſpirit. 

In all fuch occafions grant we may re- 
member what we honour this day; that we 
honour the memory of a martyr; of one: 
who had not ordinary trials, 'who- ſuffered 
all extremities, 'who ſtood conſtant under: 
them, who bleſſed God and rejoiced in his? 
ſuffering; who had his ſoul fuppbrted with: 
hope, 2nd tound God the Tewarder of his 
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2 


ſufferings, in the welcome. FECHIPENER, 2 an 
everlaſting crown. 


his being the ſaffering, and this the re- 
ward we honour, in this martyr, may this, 
O God, be a reproach. to us in all inclina- 
tions to impatience. For what has impa- 
tience to do in thoſe, who honour the 


tience of ſuch as have ſuffered to. death ? 
What has impatience to do in thoſe, who 


honour, aan as the certain wy to a 
crown. 

O God, we * it t ought, to. have 
nothing to If in them; and therefore, while 
we — uit the feſtival of martyrs, | we gan- 


not but lament our own weakneſs and im- 


patience, who are ſo eaſily diſturbed, who 


ſo often break forth into a paſſion, who 


upon trifling occaſions loſe our inward peace; 
who are ſo very ſoon dejected and left with- 
out courage; who cannot bear à contra. 
diction or reproof, or even what thwarts our 
humour, without danger of a ſtorm; who 
upon ordinary e ee are preſently 
in-defpair. 

O God, fo much we ad ol chis in ur- 
FS anti breaking forth upon all occaſions, 
that we cannot but complain of our unhappi- 
neſs before thee and ; moſt.. humbly. baingen 
thee to have compaſſion on us. 


# # of Y * 3 


the ſevereſt trials. 
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Have compaſſion therefore on us, O God, 


and by thy grace heal this infirmity in us. 


By thy grace give us ſuch a firmneſs of mind, 
that we may not be fo eaſily moved, ag 


hitherto we have too often been: That we 


may not be furprifed into rauen, nor let 
vexation ſteal upon us. 

Give us the true? ent TW ks mind 
and thoughts, and likewiſe of our words, 


that by diſcreet management we ma learn 
to preſerve a calm in our own breaſt, and 


pores with every neighbour . 

And whenever nature begins to betray its 
weakneſs, and to be ſeized with trouble, 
then, O God, remember us, we beſeech 
thee, under our weakneſs, and put us in 
mind of ſeeking help from thee. 


Turn, O God, ſupport us, i be uh 


bleſſed will; defend us from all the een 
and blindneſs of paſſion. 


Then, O God, may we be fearful. of our- 


ſelves, and run to thee for ſhelter. - 


Then may we turn our eyes upon the 
martyrs, and ſee how inconſiderable is the 


occaſion of our complaints if compared to: 


what they ſuffered; 


THO! dy ve dbſerwe the” conſtancy ad 
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courage, with which Lp Dow wow args 


. es ory ne I 


425 On th Day of One Martyr. 


Then may we remember what they gained 
by their ſuffering, and that benen, was en. 


chaſed by their patience 


Then may we remember that in every © oc- 
05 of ſuffering, thou, O God, offereſt 
us an opportunity of following the martyrs 
and that in all troubles thou We _ 
to crown our patience... 

Shew favour! to us, O God, in theſe cir- 
cumſtances, and teach us to make a right 
uſe of. all our ſuffering ; and let us no-more 
be ſo unhappy, as there to loſe he, wakre 
others have gained the. 

It was in Fei ſuffering the martyrs found 
thee? they found thee their comfort and 
ſupport, and by their patience in tribulation 
were brought to the poſſeſſion of thee. By 
fo ſame method we. may have part in their 

appy lot; it we jollow their example, we 
cannot fail of their reward. 

But then, O God, if we tale not this 
rule ; if in our troubles we are impatient 
and paſſionate; if we loſe our own peace, 
and put ethers: into confuſion; what is this, 
© Bleſſed God, but loſing thee; where others, 
by better management, would have found 

and have engaged thy merey to Wen , 
in order to an eternal bleſfing ? 

Thus did this martyr, whoſe feſtival we 
now celebrate; he had the ſame nature as 


. 
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we hve, he was ſubject to a like weakneſt 


and corruption: But he had no regard to 


the inclinations, of nature; he conſidered 
not ſuggeſtions of fleſh and blood, but was 
whooly intent upon thy Holy Wit, and 
eternal weight of glory, which was before 
him: For the fake of theſe, he offered' him: 
ſelf to all that was tormenting; he de ſpiſed 
the complaints of nature, and valued not 
the paſſing terror of a ſhort death, for fecur- 
ing to himſelf the inheritance of a life ever- 
laſting. A life whoſe happineſs he now 
enjoys, and ſhall enjoy for ever and ever in 
thy preſence ; while the torments of his 
death were only for a few moments, and 
nothing now remains of them but'their fruit, 
the eternal poſſeſſion of thee his Gd. 
And may not we be thus ha 


: 
a like patience and hope we ſubmit 'to"fuch 
: troubles, as come to our portion? Ves, G 


God, thou haſt promiſed it, and there, 


diſappointment. ' P, 
Help 'us therefore, O mencful? Father, 
and by thy grace make us wiſe in this point, 
It was by the effect of thy grace this 7285 
overcame nature, and choſe to Ero ufer All 95 
heaven; may the ſame grace teach us Allo, 
0 God. that in our trials and troubles we 
we may no more be directed by nature 
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but by thy heavenly will, that in our ſuffer- 
ing, alſo thou mayeſt be glorified, and We; 
in our patience, may poſſeſs our ſouls. 

Grant this, O God of Martyrs, and may 
we not only think it reaſonable now, 1 
even then alſo when troubles come; then 
may thy grace defend us W all the ſur- 
prite of impatience, oppreſſion, paſſion,” and: 
Ml-reaſoning ; then may thy grace keep our. 
eyes open, to ſee our only true intereſt and 
duty; then may thy grace inſpire us with 
reſolution. and Bengt, to ſuffer in ſuch a 
ſpirit, as may be for thy glory, and the 
eternal advantage of our own ſouls. 

Grant this our petition, O God, 
may this be to us the bleſſing of this day. 

R. And noto on the day of a martyr ler ns 
ampatience be ſeen in us, but may woe Safer git 
* {Ae Spirit of a martyr. AE. 


1 


Let us Pray. | 09:8 "II 

AVE Nr to our e Al- 
1 mighty God; and becauſe the weight 
of our own' Actions is an oppreſſion to us, 
may the glorious interceſſion of bleſſed N. 
y Holy Martyr, be a protection to us. 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, 


» \- 


ON Thx. Day OF Maxy Manryns. 


7 HIS day PENS a DET f $8, N. "and. 

N. vole being called forth into the field' of 
battle, triumphed over the enemies f hrift,. 
by giving their lives in teſtimony of their faith in, 
hin ; let us this day give thanks for his mercies. 
10 22 this ſervants, and beg likewiſe W516 a. 
e the [PR of martyrdom. 


—_ 
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K 0 Lord, we ble the, 
the homage we render thee this day, 


in acknowledgment of the particular graces, 
beſtowed on theſe thy ſervants. _ 

It was a fingular effe& of thy goodneſs 
and Fw thy ſo to confirm them with courage, 
as not to value what the world could do 


en 


1 


L againſt them; ſo to ſtrengthen their faith of 
. the goods to come, as to deſpiſe for their ſake 
s all che conveniencies and comforts of the 


preſent life. | 

'This we own a great mercy, in a 9 
ſuch as ours is, fo. weak, ſo; corrupt 
blind, ſo fearful of ſufferings, ſo 25 25 
preſent enjoyments, ſo ſenſeleſs of what A to 


A fo tall of ſelf-love, ſo fond of the 


| 
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e averſe to pain: For a natute of 
theſe ingredients to be raiſed ſo far above 
itſelf, as to defpiſe its own inclinations, and 


to follow the dictates of faith, through fire, 
Tacks; wild beaſts, the ſword; and all man. 
ner of torments, and this with comfort and 
y, this we muſt acknowledge to be wholly 
thy gift, O God, for which we now. bow 
down and praiſe thy goodneſs, and deſire all 
creatures, both in heaven and earth, to join 
with us, and give the glory to thy name. 
But while we confeſs thy mercies to our 
fellow-members, who are gone before, we 
beſeech thee, O God, to have compaſſion 
on us, Who are yet in this vale of tears, 
where being encompaſſed with weakneſs, 
we have many trials to go through, which 

1 a ſtrength much greater than ours. 
Have mercy therefore on us, and give us 
the ſpirit of martyrdom. For though it may 
not be our portion to meet with perſecutors, 
by violence to take away our liberty or lives; 
pe ſo, O God, thou halt been pleaſed to or- 
dain it, that chere is no paſſage for us to 
heaven, but through many tribulations; and 
that all ſhall ſuffer perſecution, who will live 

piouſly 1 in Jeſus Chniſt. 

This being the condition of our ſtate, that 
we are to ſuffer, we implore thy mercy his 
day, who knoweſt our weakneſs, that thou 
wouldet 
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wouldeft pleaſe to prepare us for whatever 
thou haſt for us: that then 
wouldeſt give us ſtrength amidſt the great 
infirmities of our nature, to receive and to 
bear, whatever we are to ſuffer, in ſuch a 
manner, that it may be for the good of our 
ſouls, and that we may ſhew by our e 
ing whole diſciples we age. 

We have: a great example before us bn | 
day i in the Martyrs we honour ; and we be- 
ſeech thee, that being ſo frequently called 
Ir upon by fuch glorious examples, we may 
e not paſs them by with a ceremonial remem- 
n brance, but may likewiſe learn from them in 
8. what manner we are to ſuffer; For what will 
ks, ir avail: as to honour their patience if we ſtill 
ch live on impatient ? 

Let chy grace therefore, O God, dire 
and help us in this point; for we alſo: pro- 
feſs ourſelves the Diſciples of Jefus Chriſt; 
we are Dilciples of the eroſs, and we know, 
that not only the Martyrs, but we likewiſe, are 
to take up our croſs, to follow our Maſter, 
and to follow him in his own ſteps, and in 
the ſame ſpirit; in the ſpirit of fubmiſſion 
to thy Holy Will, in the ſpirit of patience, 
in the ſpirit of humility, in * ſpirit of 
meekneſs. 

This we know; this we profeſs; but O 
God! O God! How far are we from 
Vol. XII. . 
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doing it! How far are we from ſufferi 
in ihis ſpirit, who no ſooner fall urider 
any trouble, but it is preſently attended with 
impatience, paſſion or dejection. And how 
unlike is this to thy ſpirit, O Jeſus ! This 
we confeſs is not carrying our croſs but 
throwing it off our ſhoulders ; it is not fol. 
lowing thee, but taking up the croſs to fight 
{t thee : It is ſhewing ourſelves not to 


be thy diſciples in the very point, where we 


are called to own it. 

Unhappy certainly are we, who having ſo 
Jong profeſſed. ourſelves the Diſciples of 
Jeſus, have not yet learned to take up our 
croſs and follow him. How can we ex 
any part in Jeſus glorified, if we do not know 
him crucified? and how do we know him 
crucified, if being called to the croſs, there 
appears nothing of a diſciple in us, but only 
the mark of unbelievers ! 

_ Wherefore, O God, to thee we make 
our petition ; beſeeching thee to correct in 
us this our weakneſs, to take from us the 
ſpirit of impatience, and to give us a better, 
even the ſpirit of the Martyrs, the ſpirit of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the head of Martyrs ; fo that, 
as often as any trouble ſball befal us, we may 
no more yield to nature, as the Heathen does, 
but, like diſciples. of Chriſt, receive it as 
part of our croſs ; and in the manner of bear- 
ing it ſhew we belong to him, in being 


a 
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zovernetl, not by nature, but by faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
Hear us, O God of mercy, ana let this 


ſuffering we may ſhew ſo much humility, 
tience and courage, as to give teſtimony 
of Chriſt. The Martyrs did this in the ef- 
fuſion of their blood, may we do the ſame 
in all kind of ſuffering, that fo we may give 
N of having the ſpirit of the Martyrs. 
0 In all ſickneſs and pain may we govern 
ff nature, may we ſuffer with patience, humi- 
r lity and courage, and thus ſhew whoſe Diſ- 
& ciples we are. R. Grant this, O God, and 
1 thus, with the M artyrs, may we give ain 


of Chriſt in our ſuffering. 


In all inward uneaſineſs, diſquiet, darkneſs, 
weight and oppreſſion of mind, may ve 
govern nature, may we ſuffer with patience, 
humility and courage, and thus ſhew'whoſe 
Diſciples we are. R. Grant this, O God, 
and thus, with the Martyrs, may doe give, 
teſtimony of Chriſt in our ſuffering. 

In all loſſes of friends or goods, under all 
injuſtice, perverſeneſs or malice, or indif. 


luſter with patience, humility and courage, 


Grant this, 0 wy and ur,” with the" 


be thy bleſſing to us this day, that in all our 


cretion, may we govern nature, may we” 


and thus ſhew whoſe Diſciples we are. R. 


z ij 1 


| 
* 
| 
| 
| 


4: 36 On the Day 97 many Martyrs. 


Martyrs, may, aue give tei nony of Crip in 


aur ſuffering. - 

In all contradiQtions, reprocfs, reproaches, 
falſe acculations, 1njuries, affronts, neglects, 
contempts, and in all the perfecution of ill 
n may we govern. nature, may we 
ſuffer with patience, humility and courage, 
and thus 14 5 whoſe Diſciples we axe. R 
Grant this, O God, and thus, with the Mar- 
tyre, \ may. we give elena of Cbriſt in our 

ſuffering. wacky 

In all the difficulties. of _ our ſtate, va 
hard circumſtances of life, in the une 
humours of thoſe, on whom we de end, q 
the frequent occaſions we have 0 conten- 
tions, diſputes, and diſlikes, may we govern 
ature, may we ſuffer with patience, humi- 
lity and courage, and thus ſhew whole Dif- 
eiples we are. R. Grant this, O God, and 
thts, with the Martyrs, may we give ion 
yh Chriſt in our ſuffering. _ 

In all our ſpiritual infirmities, | ' weakneſs 
of mind, in our own overſights and 3ndiſcre- 
tions, or whatever other occaſions. of abjec- 
tion or diſgrace, may we govern nature, 


may we ſuffer with patience, Ds and 


eur, and thus ſhew whoſe, Diſciples we 
are. R. Grant this, O God, and , hs 


the Martyre, may ue give teſtimony. of. Chrift 


m our ſuffering. 
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In all ſeourges from thy hand, O God, 
in all public calamities, and domeſtib evils, 
in all _ temptations, alllictions, troubles and 
perſecutions whatever, may we govern na- 
ture, may we ſuffer with patience, humility 
and 9 and thus ſhew whoſe Diſciples 
we are. Grant this, O God, and ibus, 


with the Martyrs, may we give teflinony of 


Chrift in our ſuffering. 
ear us, O God, of mercy, and grant 
theſe our. petitions, that having many things 
to ſuffer in this world, we may have the come 
fort of our ſufferitig, and make improvement 
under it, to the ood of our ſouls. 
We have loft too many of theſe oceafions 
already by our impatience, and given both ill 
example and feandal to our neighbour by 
our. ungoverned paſſion : But behold, O 


God, we now humble ourſelves at the 


remembrance of theſe our manifold - fing, 


and implore thy mercy for our pardon; for- 


give us, O Father of mercy, forgive'us, and 
now grant us a better ſpirit, ſuch as may 
inſpire us with a holy emulation of thy Mar- 
tyrs, in ſubmitting to all the troubleſome 
exerciſes of life, bearing them with an hum- 
ble mind, and endeavouring to make ſome 
atonement for all our ſinfu impatience.- 
Grant, O God, we may ſhew 80  impa- 
tience on this day of e 4 W 
7 155 


2 4 1 mr 2 * 
=: e 


| 
N 
| : 
| 
| ' 
} 
15 
: c 
: g 
ö 
8 
13 
11 { 
* * 
# 1 $] 
+ 1 
' 1 


433 On the . of a | Holy Biſhop. 


R. Grant we may ſuffer all. act to. the 
example 5 the Martyrs. 


La, 45 


Les us Pray. 


*GOD, who doeſt comfort us with 
the yearly ſolemnity of thy Holy 
Martyrs N. and N. Mercifully grant, that 
as we rejoice in their triumphs, . ſo we 
be. encouraged by their examples. 
I brough our Lord Jeſus Criſt thy Son. pf 


„ wv 


On THE Der or A Holx Bismor. 


PHIS being the day of 8. N. a Holy Biſhop 
of Chriſts Church, who, faith fully %% 
charged the office of a good Hhepherd, in taking 
cure of his flock ; and being fingelarly eminent 
for many virtues, "ined as a light tothe uod; 
tet us give than bs 10 Almighty Gd for His wwon- 
derful graces to this his ſervant, and beg a like 
Percy. on all the preſent paſtors of the church. 


* 


2 Let us Pray. e 
\ 7 II. debe O God, thy keit 
12 m 


ercy to this thy ſervant, who being 
called to 23 paſtoral dignity, v was 1 en 


—_— > ANA INI _ Wo. 


, Wer 
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rently diſtinguiſhed by thy grace, who both by 


word and example was a light to his flock, 
was a father to the poor, a comforter to the 


afflicted, an encourager of the good, an 


enemy to vice and error, and zealouſly Tae 
boured for the falvation of all. | 
For, theſe thy graces ſo remarkable in . 
we give thee thanks, O God, who art the 
author of all good gifts, who art the foun- 
tain of all thoſe ble ings, which thy faithfu 


have at all times received from the hands of 
their paſtors: Theſe we honour as the mini- 


ſters of thy power and word; but to thee is 
to be given the glory of whatever good they 
do; to thee therefore, O Sovereign Paſtor 
of ſouls, we give praiſe, adoration and 
thanſgiving, for calling this thy ſervant to 
the charge of ſouls, and for all thoſe graceg 
by which he was fitted for performing the 
obligations of it. Thy church has receive 
the benefit of his care, and now, O Gods, 
in the name of the church we bow down and 
confeſs the greatneſs of thy mercy. 
But to this our homage of thanks we add 


our petition to thee, our God, for the con- 
tinuance of this mercy upon all thoſe, who 
throughout thy church are in the paſtoral 


charge. Pour forth, we beſeech thee, 
thy plentiful grace upon all theſe, and give 


them a ſpirit anſwerable to their character. 
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2 Sive them the ſpirit of zeal, that chat they 
* keep up the diſcipline” of the” church, 
and be weeekfal againſt all abuſes,” 'R, Ann. 
Give them the ſpitit of charity, that they 
Lawn walk in all thy commandments, and be 
forward in relieving all the neceſſities of their 
flock. R. Amen. 
- /Give' them: the ſpirit of compaſſion, that 
they may'become all to all. R. Amen. 
1 Give them the ſpirit of underſtanding, 
that they may diſcern the ways of juſtice and 
of truth, and chuſe proper expedients for 
effecting whatever belongs to their Charge. 
R. Ann. 
Give them the ſpirit of courage, that no 
Kuman reſpects may ever awe them againſt 
duty. R. Amen. + 
Give them the ſpirit of patience, that 
they may never be tired under the many 
ditheultes of their charge. R. Amen. © 
ive them the ſpirit of true piety, that 
they may be as ſo many lights 0 their flock; 
that they may never countenance any thing 
that is diſedifying, either in themſelves, or 
in thoſe who are under their care. R. Amen, 
Give chem the ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
ne good ſhepherds they may give their une. 
for their lock. R. Amen, 
Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, in 
theſe our petitions, and for the good of thy 


E 


thoſe, whom thou 
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church, l vouchſafe to be with 
aſt put over it: Be thou 


their guide, who are to guide us; and thus 


may they be to e eee e 


fal vation. 

We are ſenſible, 0 God, how 
mercy there is in this thy inſtitution, oo 
that good paſtors are a great bleſſing. [We 
are ſenſible tos that evil or diſedifying paſtors 
area very great judgment, though nat greater 
that our fins deſerve. But, we beſeech 
thee, O God, whatever our fing be, let not 
this be our puniſhment. For if the ſalt loſe 
its ſavour, and be corrupt, we know haw 
this mult be ta their prejudice, who are to 
be ſeaſoned by it. Spare us therefore, Q 
God, in this point, and let not our ſins ruh 
us of this part af thy mercy. Give us ſuch 
paltars, as may be a light to us in every 
duty; and give us ſuck a docile ſpirit, as to 
receive their inftruQion, and be led by. many 
example. Amen. + 

Having thus A'S a thoſe, ks tte t 
care f the flack, let us pray likewiſe for , ours: 
ſelves, and for the vhole flock, that God would: 
pleafe ta deliuer it from all its ſinful carr uptions, 
aud by his: grace render. us. holy: and 6 heats 
pecple, 7 as to x to b weil "g 6 in Mage: { 


7 
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cyoon. by whoſe 9 we are called 
to the knowledge of thee, and whom 
thou haſt Fry; Jeſus Chriſt, and not only. 
adopted ' w children, but likewiſe made 
members of that myſtical body, of which 
Ghriſt is the head; — this thy mercy 
in us, and in all Who are called to this dig- 
" nity; that in all virtue and holineſs of life 
we may walk worthy of our vocation, and 
ſhew ourſelves! to be the living members _ 
Felus hrt. 
For this end; we beſeceh thee; 0 Father 
of mercy, in a particular manner to look 
upon all thoſe, who are members of this: 
myſtical body; and as thou haſt: cleanſed: 
them by the water of regeneration, ſo let 
thy powerful grace now purify them from 
alf that, which is not according! tothe ſanc- 
tity of their profeſſion??n:ñ nn 
fv their faith is holy, ſo, © God, of 
hokneſs, let their lives be too and At no 
practice of unbelievers be: found: in thoſe, 
q "wo have à true faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 
From all that is vicious and corrupt, and 
* whatever is a ſeandal to thein\ proteliign.. 
R. 0 Daliver. them, O Lord. "17 
From all the nn of be Wande 
Ks what is brutiſh and * for which 
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they were given over to a reprobate mind. 
R. Deliver them, O Lord. 

From rioting, gluttony y, and all decrgesy f 
intemperance. R. Deliver them, O Lord. 
From the love of idle company, dange- 
rous converſation, and finial entertainments. 
N. Deliver them, O Lord. | 
Prom all the diſorders of an undiſciplined 
life. R. Deliver them, 0 Lord. 
From all the exceſſes. of a vain and prodi- 
gal humour. R. Deliver them, O. Lord. 
Prom all kinds of injuftice in commerce 
and trade; from over- reaching one another 
in buſineſs, and from doing any es- 
R. Deliver them, O Lor. | 
From making idols of themſelves mall 
the ways of vanity, and from the ſtudy of 


gratifying their own corruption. R. Deliver 
them: O Lord. 


From the ſpirit of malice, eavy, backbit- 
ing, hypocriſy, and contention. * Delingr 
pts: 5 0 3 1 
From covet eſs, crue * oppre 
R. Deli uer them, O Lord. 0 PP en, 
From the contempt of what is ſacred, fram 
-thz ſpirit of profaneneſs and irreligion, * 
Deliver them, O- Lord. 797 371 7 
From all the ways of corrupting youth, 
and from all wicked endeavours ' of drawing 
others into ſin. R. Deliver them O Lord. 
TH 


— 
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From the manifold unhappineſs. of 4 
worldly ſpirit, in being bent with exceſs up- 


on =Ax in being immoderately. folieitous 


for,, preſent concerns, and careleſs of what-is 


to come. R. Deliver them, O Lord. 


From all the contrivance of wicked and 
reprobate minds, which. join with the devil 
in hien ne, what is exemplary and holy, 
hoe make, it their glory to damn others, 

ang to ſugceed in their vickedneſh, . R, De- 
liver, them, O Lord. | | To 

be to us, 0 God, nod grant : 
theſe our petitions, in which we ſeek not 
ouflglves, but the general good of th __ 
Pegpls- and above all things, thy glory. 

axe very ſenſible, how great: A kcandal 0 
is given by the diſorderly and wicked lives 
of thoſe, Who profeſs thy truth, and that 
by their evil practices thy church is bla 
ape d which their ſins turn not only 

eir n damnation, but like ſruitſul 
monlters, are proragre to the "dliruOzen:, Jy 
of many. mga? Tar ne, 
And, in this, 0 God, Saw: Wach is my 
og; leſfened upon earth, whilſt error and 
vice are hy ſuch ſcandals furniſhed ware 
wh ;and not 8 10 but we triumph 
virtue a truth“ St „ll: 
N Wherefore: we moſt humbly deſeech a 
ſor the glory of thy name, and ſor the cauſe 
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of the goſpel, that thou wouldeſt vouchſafe 
to take away theſe ſcandals, to remedy theſe 


evils, to give to chriſtians a horror of all 
wickedneſs, and make them fo ſenſible of 


their duty, as by the exemplary practices of 


a penitential life to make atonement for al 


the evils by which they have injured their 
profeſſion, been a ſnare to their neghboure, 
and provoked thy wrath againſt them. 

Hear us, O God, for thy name ſake, * 
for the ſake of thy faithful, for whom Chriſt 
ſhed' his ſacred-: Dead. Let not wickedneſs | 
any more prevail in thy fold; but as thy 


inſtitution is holy, as the foundation and a 


head is holy, as the faith is holy z io grant, 
O God, that the profeſſors of it may Rave 4 


true ſenſe of their duty, and wah we worthy of 


their vocation in all holineſs, as Vece nd 
the goſpel of Chriſt. r "2991 

Grant 
this hoby YT, and 
— into — of t 
And ſince thou, O God. 


ſuck holy ſhepherds, grant that the 
and zeal of this holy prelate, which” was 


ſo ſerviceable to thy flock; white in this * 
mortal fleſh, may now by his prayers be | 
helpful to it, and n "Valdes? —_ tbrone 


LY 
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may attend (6 the FO * 
R example be 
aſt been ſo mere 
ciful to thy flock as to have provided it with 


- WT \ *. 4 
rr 


for its overcoming ſin, and for its accom- 
e in . good.” Amen. 
Tai”; n iQ 


Let ws Pray: 


RANT, we beſeech thee, Almighty 
God, that this holy ſolemnity of S. 

N. thy confeſſor and biſhop, may be to us 
the Ae of devotion; and advance us in 
the way of ſalvation. Through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 


þ a 4. 
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Fas being the day of S. N., abo con- 
feſed Chri before. Men, both in his. re- 
markable patience, ,.in what. he Red for 


Juice ſake, and in the faveet.. odaur . 4 
wrtuous life, in which he gave teſtimony. of 


Chriſt and his. Goſpel ; let us give thanks to 
Almighty: God for the exemplary ſantlity. of 
this. his ſervant, and beg grace that zue, and 
all the: Faithful, may ier in proportion 10 
our 7 the ae e be has given ut 
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8 A Alt F 
EFORE. n 0 "ei God, Pads 
Almighty, we bow down this day, and 
adore thee, in acknowledgment of thy ſin- 


gular | mercies to this thy ſervant,” in the 
privilege-of many | graces ' beſtowed on him, 
to thy glory, to the edifying of the faithful, | 
and the good of the whole church. 
At is thy great mercy, that amidſt the 
many difficulties and dangerous temptations 
of this life, thou haſt provided us with ſuch 
eminent lights, ſuch examples of virtue, as 
reproach us for our ſloth and ſelf. love, 
— ſpur on our dull and unthinking minds, 
and encourage us againſt deſpair. 
For theſe thy mercies to us, and in par- 
ticular for the Saint of this day, we give 
thee thanks, acknowledging it a great bleſſing, 
that we have ſo many faving leflons in hnim, 
by which we are taught to overcome our- 
ſelves, and by what methods we are to 
advance 1 in the way of ſalvation. 
He has taught us by his example, how 
much our corrupt nature may be ſubdued, 
and brought into ſubjection to thy law, O 
God. R. For this, O God; © we xive thee 
thanks, . and moſt humbly * we may lan 


from his example. 
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He has taug ht. us to fight againſt all our 

Gutyl clinattons, and to ſeparate from all 

& things, which flatter and feed our 

NE R. For this, O God, we give 

thee 1 and maſt humbly beg ue may * 
from þ is example. 

He has taught us to deſpiſe the pompous 
and great things of this world, as unpro. 
fitable and dangerous; and to chuſe thoſe 
things, which the world deſpiſes, as the 
more helpful to eternity. R. For this, O 
God, wwe give thee thanks, and 2 e 
beg we may learn from bis example. 

He bas taught us, that the love of all 
worldly things is vain and paſſing ; that 
they deceive hich, as ſeek their happineſs in 
them: and that, while we are in this life, 
there is {omething elſe to be loved, and 
another. happineſs to be ſought which is 
eternal. R. For this, O God, we give thee: 
thanks, and m/. yay beg wa May learn from: . 
his example. | 

He has taught us, that to ſeek thee | in a 
retreat from Ga world, affords more fub- 
ſtantial comfort, than all the glittering 
trifles of ſtate or ambition in all its triumphs. 
R. For this, O God, wwe give thee thaviks, aut 
myſt nb humbly beg we man learn from his example. 

e has taught us to feek thee in faſting 
2 and prayers and all thoſe felt: denials, which # 
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proper for bringin py fleſh into; 
Son to the ſpi pirit. . Fer this, © Tag 
F thes thanks, and wh humbly beg 
may learn from his example. 
le has taught us to follow the ſteps of our 
Redeemer, in the practice of a 8 hu- 
mility and obedience, in bearing rep 
Wn 1 injuries, in loving N Veh wi 
thing before. all 87 deſiring to do 
hy" Holy Will. R. For this, O Cod, we 
give thee thanks, and moſt humbly beg we may 
learn front his 1 
For theſe and all other inſtruktions geen 
of by this thy ſeryant, we render thee thanks, 
O eternal Father, and moſt humbly beſeech 
thee ſo to prepare our ſouls by thy graces. 
that we may learn from his example. " 
For we confeſs, O God, our e ties; ; 
we are in want of this grace ha aving. 
the fame race to run as e be 8 
concert of eternity upon our hands; 
are ſo far from his method, chat we are 
ſeem to be in earneſt in what we propoſe... ad 
For when we look upon ourſelves, What 
do we diſcover? Sloth ang felf. love reign» 
ing in us, pride 7 5 the wor ase 
in the reste þ KK (AED: | Mak 
1 in a ar "where c0 Truph of a 
or world! Wen pulh us 1955 f We ate 
eager in Eton 8 eine inclination; we Tpare*n6 
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coſt or pains, where our fancy calls for it, 
we venture health, reputation and life, for 
humour, we ſacrifice all to our own wills, 
ſo that when we have taken à true furyey 
of our lives, we ſee the work of fin, ſen- 
fuality, pride, ſelf- love and the world, very 
much carried on every day, and advanced 
by us: But as to the work of our falvation, 


6 God, what can we diſcover but 725 


weak attempts, ſome few ceremonial 
formances ; but the more: ſubſtantial Fan 
either forgotten or neglected, if not deſpaired 
of by us! And what advance do we make 
in all this towards heaven! 

O Bleſſed God, we ſee our perverfeflelt 
and have reaſon to be confounded at. it. 

e ſee how vain this world is, with all that 
belongs to it; and yet how ſolicitous are 
we, how are our lives conſumed in courting 
this deceit! We apprehend what eternity 
is, with the goods and evils of this un- 
changeable ſtate, and yet how little lerious, 
how very little pains do we take in this 9 grand 
affair. 

Have not we therefore reaſon now to 
lament our miſery, and call out to thee our 
God, for help? For while we ſee thy ſer- 
vants ufing violence againſt corruption,” and 
taking heaven by force, we in the mean 
time are buſy about trifles, and act ſo much 
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the ko to, ourſelves, as to * encoura- 
ging and ſtrengthening all thoſe evils, which 
it. not. ſubdued, mult be our deſtruQion. 

This, O God, is too much our character, 
and therefore ſenſible of our misfortune, 
we now humble ourſelves, and make our 
petitions to thee, that thou wouldeſt pleaſe 
to renew a, Tight ſpirit within our bowels: 
That thou wouldeſt take from us this ſelfiſh 
and worldly ſpirit, and inſpire us with reſolu- 
tions of beginning a new life. 

That thou wouldeſt vouchſafe to diſen- 
gage our hearts from the ſinful love of all 
that is created, and draw our hearts to thee, 
with the bonds of love and obedience. R. 
Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, and grant 
this our petition, 

That we may be truly converted from all 
our finful ways, and by a ſincere repentance 
labour to make our peace - with thee. R. 
Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, and grant 
this our petition. * 

That we may labour to reſiſt ſin and overs 
come our ill habits, by the exerciſes of a 
penitential life. R. Hear us, O Gad, ve 
beſeech thee, and grant this our pelition. ; 

That denying our inclination, we may 
walk in the ways of humility, meekneſs, 
patience, and. ſelf-denial, and make the 
Goſpel our rule for gaining heaven. X. 
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Hear us, O. God, ue leech thee, and ne 
Oh, our petition," 
i, That ys may ſtudy eee e 
1 5 „ and "Re a ere ' 8 has 
deſigned to this clay 
R. Hear us, © 9 C e tue beſeech thee, ond 
grant this our petition.” | 
That we may take time in ſtudying the 
mis ſtate of our ſouls, and enter upon ſuch. 
methods, as are proper for ſecuring our 
eternal ce. R. Hear us, O God, we 
beſeech thee, and grant this our petition... 
"That we may not be awed by the opinion 
of. the world, but go on with „ and 
courage in ſuch ways, as the Goſpel recom- 
mends. R. Hear uw, 0 God, wwe befeech 
thee, and grant this our petition. | 
t we. may conſider all the talents 


| which thou, O God, haſt entruſted, with 


us, and examine whether we employ. them 
fo, as to be able to give an account. R. 
ther us, O God, we beſeech thee, and grant 


| this our petition. 


Hear us, O God, in theſe our petitions 
we addreſs to thee; and this, not only for 
ourſelves, but for all the faithful; that 
having ſo many examples of holineſs in thy 
Saints, we may endeavour to imitate what 
we pretend to honour; and by the en- 
eouragement of their, reward, be ſolicitous 
to GP their ſteps. 


.. not 4 Biſbop. 

We have à faith of the ſame eternity, 
for which thy Saints have laboured ; 48 
while. they have taught us, that we cannot _ 
give too much for the purchaſe, grant we 
may not be ſparing of our labour, but 
wink Mt things: as dung, fo we can but gi 
Chri | 
What are all things of this world, if 
compared to eternity? We confeſs, O God, 
they are nothing but a ſhadow, and w 
then is it we do, in confuming our though 
and our care upou earthly goods, and neg. 
king thoſe which are eternal. 

O moft Gracious Lord, ſuffer "its not t 
go on thus, mil} placing our ſolicitude and 
our labour; but effect it in us by th grace, 
that the method of our lives may more 
anſwerable to our faith: For whe can it 
avail us to believe in thee, our God, A 
what thou haſt promiſed, if we ſerve not thee, 
but only ſelf-love and the world? ß 

We confeſs, O God, this is not accor : 
to what thou haſt taught us, nor what we 
learn from the exam Is of thy Saints: And 
therefore we own that theſe but folemnitics' 
are not ſo much our comfort as our reproach, 
whilſt they ſhew us how very (unlike we are. 
to thoſe, who have ſerved thee'in' eatneſt.** 

But, O God, we 'beſfeech "thee, let it be 
no longer ; Jet this day be the change .of 
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our lives; may theſe examples of thy ſer. 


vants, and the 'charity of their prayers, 
draw us out of the track of our-uſua Gi 
orders, and may the bleſſing of thy grace 
confirm us in a better life, even in the life 
of ty ee LN of uy Saints. JO 


10 
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GOD, who! refreſheſ our fp irits with 
the yearly ſolemnity of bleſſed N. 
confeflor, mercifully grant, that we, 
who celebrate his glory, may likewile 1 imitate 
his actions. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ny Sous: 


*1 


REIKI 


On THE Day or A Horx VIRGIN AND, 


MarTYR. 


"HIS being the doy of the Holy Vi Frrgin a. Yd 

Martyr S. N. who ſerved her ſpouſe 
Jeſus Chriſt with fidelity y, and gave ber life 
a ſacrifice to him; let us give thanks to 4 Imighty 
God for this privilege of mercy to his ſervant, 
and beg for ourſelves a portion of the ſame grace, 
that we may not be u Og in eee or 
UT ASE: 


Wee Virgin and Mary. 15 5 
Let ur Pray. FP 


EE. ORE thee, 0 Almi 31 and ever- 
laſting God, we bow down and join 
with all the Bleſſed above, in admiring thy 
goodneſs, and praiſing thy mercy, For the 
wonders of thy grace, appearing in this thy 
ſervant, in her triumphs over nature, the 
devil and the world, in her faithfully ſerving 
thee, and giving her life a ſacrifice to ay, 
lory. 
; "This, 'O God, we acknowledge to be 
the effects of thy bounty. For what could 
a nature ſo weak do amidſt the various 
affaults of ſo many powerful enemies? How 
could a conſtitution fo tender, ſubject to fo 
many apprehenſions and fears, ſtand fearleſs 
in the fight of torments and death, if thou, 


O Lord, hadit not fulfilled thy promiſes in 
thy ſervant, and ſupported her with heavenly 


ſtrength, who put her truſt in thee? 

. Wherefore, O God, in the confeſſion of 
this thy power and goodneſs manifeſted in 
thy ſervant, we praiſe, adore, and glorify” 
thy Holy Name. | 

For her eminent —_— of life, in deſpi- 
ling the world, and amidſt ſo many tempta- 
tions faithfully ſerving her heavenly e 
R. Bleſſed be thou, O God. 


[ 
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For * great conſtancy, in purſuing ithe 
way of virtue, notwithſtanding the. apprehen- 
ſion ſhe had of eve it. R. Kalles be 
thow, O God. 

For her great courage, in not being terri- 
fied with the threats of cruelty and malice, 
but bearing alt with a reſolute and undaunted 
mind. R. Blefed be thou, O God. | 

For her great patience and perſeverance 
under the feverity of torments, and not 
quitting duty for the love of life, R. 
54155 be thau, O God. 

Por her wonderful ubmſſion to thy. Holy 
Wilt; in drinking of this bitter cup, and in 
the midſt of death fill bleſſing thy name. R. 
Bleſſed be thou, O God. | 
For the grateful, facrifice ſhe made of 
herfelf, in being conſumed by the flames of 
charity, and giving her life for thy glory, R. 
* ed be thou, O Ct. | 
or all theſe thy ſingular privileges, of 
,. beſtowed on tlns Holy Virgin, we 
eſire thy name, O God, 2 5 be glorified, 
and that the yearly return of this Pen 
may excite in thy faithful, a grateful me- 
mary of thy mercies, and be an encour- 
agement to them of following the example 
of her piety, her patience, and her courage. 
mm particular we aſk this day, thy Holy 
grace to ourſelves, that ſeeing how wry 
| muc 


ery 


Holy. N gin und Marihr. ar. 
much this tender Virgin Aer 
and a peaceable ſubmiſſion to thy Haly Will, 
we may be aſhamed of our . impatience, 
who can meet nothing we diſlike but * 
diſturbance and ſin. 

Give us, we beſeech thee, a 8 of 
this our great indiſpoſition, who are ſo eaſ 
in reſenting, fo ſevere in reproving, fo = 
in cenſaring, fo forward in fretting; who 
are ſo ſoon provoked, fo warm in our anger, 
lo blind in our paſſion, fo loud in complet 
ing, ſo eaſily dejected. 

Give us, we beſeech thee, a d of this 
our manifold weakneſs; and after ſo: much 
experience of it, may we now at length un- | 
deritand how very dilagreeable this is to our 
profeſſion, how contrary to our greateſt 
intereſt, and how unlike to the _ we 
honour in the martyrs. _ 

Open our hearts, O Bleſſed God, to he 
deritand this arzght, and not only to under- 
ſtaud it, but even ſo as to turn our moſt 
N endeavours againſt it, and labour 
ry day to overcome it. And give thou, 
0 God of mercy, a bleſſing to what we da, 
that we may gain upon our weakneſs, ther 
we may give a check to the firſt approaches 
of all inward or outward diſturbances, and 
thus bring ourſelves to that true temper, as 


to ſhew to all who are witneſſes of our con- 
Vol. XIII. 9 
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vetlation, that it is not now the old, but the 
new man rules in us. 

Hence, O God, we beſeech N may 
we ſee that good effect of our endeavours, as 

To bear with patience all the ſcourges, 
which come immediately from thy: heavenly 
hand. R. Grant this, O Ged. 

To bear with patience all the pains and 
ſickneſs of our body, and oppreffions of our 
rind; R. Grant this, O Gd. 

To bear with patience all domeſtic woubles 
and whatever difficulties we meet in ſatisfying 
the obligation of our ates: R. Grant Wan 
SW 7. 70 

To bear with patience all the- uneaſy 
tempers of thoſe, with whom we converſe. 
R. Grant this, O God. 

Jo bear with patience all affronts, 1 injuries, 
and whatever other provocations are given us 
by any neighbours. R. Grant this, O God. 

To bear with patience all contradiQtions | 
or reproofs, though undeſerved, as likewiſe 
whatever we ſuffer through the malice, 1n- 
juſtice, or indileretion of others. R. Grant 
this, O GO. 

Io bear with patience: the difficulties of 
our own temper, and infirmities of our 
mind, and all the trouble we have in over- 


coming ourſelves. R. Grant this, O God. 
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- Grant theſe our petitions, O God, and 
for this end, we beſeech thee, to direct our 
endeavours, that we may every day keep a 
ſtrict watch upon ourſelves, and obſerving. 
the motions of our ſoul, may be ever induſ- 
trious in ſuppreſſing all thoſe, which are *, . 
effect of impatience. | 

Hence, O God, we beſeech han give us 
ſtrength. to reſiſt all the motions we perceive: 
in us to anger and pathon. R. We neh, 
thee, hear us. 

Give us grace to govern our words, that, 
we may never break forth into any "Re 
biting, or provoking expreſſions. * We 
beſeech thee, hear us. 

Give us grace to ſuppreſs all find 8 re- 
vengeful or malicious thoughts, and whats 
ever are ſuggeſted by that ill principle of 
returning evil for evil. R. We beſeech thee, 
bear us. 

Give us grace to caſt off all fretful reſent- 
and the unjuſt reaſoning of an exaſ- 
perated or diſturbed mind. R. Ne beſeech 
thee,. bear us. 

Give us grace to break off with violence, 
all melancholy and dejecting arguments. R. 
We befeech. thee, hearus.. _ 

Give us grace to withſtand all kind of dif- 
couraging thoughts, which upon. diſappoint- 
ments diſſuade us from purſuing the good 
9 
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we have undertaken. R. We nb, Hee, 
hear us. 1 a | 
Hear us; 0 God, we beſcech thes; in 
all theſe particulars ; give us grace never to 
be tired in our endeavours, and may our 
endeavours be ever attended with thy 
bleſſing. | Thus by perſevering may we over- 
come our temper, however difficult it be, 
and bring it into ſubjection to thy law. We 
have been too long governed by it, and- by 
its raſhneſs led into many fins ; there has been 
too much of this; now, 0 God, by the 
help of thy grace may we undertake to ſub- 
due it, and teach it to obey. Without this 
we in vain honour the martyrs, and by this 
method only can we come to the ſpirit of the 
martyrs, which is the bleſſing we moſt ear- 
neſtly aſk of thee this day, our Lord and 
our God. | 
And not only for ourſelves, bur i in parti. 
eier we alk it for all thoſe of thy faithful, who 
being in trouble, want thy ſpecial grace to 
ſtand under it, as either offending thee by 
1 a or being in — of deſ- 
Look upon all theſe, we beſeech thee, 
Rapport them in ther trouble, and grad wem 
n VV 
Look upon all thoſe bo on under the 
violence of pain or ſickneſs. R. And give 
tho patience, O Lord. is 1603 18 ao 01 4 
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Look upon all thoſe who are in captivity, 
or in priſon, or under any oppreſhon of 


miner R. And give them patiente, O Lord. 
Lock upon all thoſe, who ſuffer perſecu- 
tion or are under hardihips for their faith. 
| R. And give them patience, O Lor. 
Look upon all thoſe, who are in trouble 
| of conſcience, direct them, we beſeech bes 
| R. And give them patience, O Lord. 
Look upon all thoſe, who are Baader the 
weight of any affliction, fupport them 
5 thy ers R. And dive them patience, 
; Lond. 
: Look u pon ol thoſe, who lie under dark- 
8 neſs, paces of mind, or are expoſed to 
> 'the violence of Annes be thou a 
comfort to them. Aud give gem er 
1 O Lord. 

Look upon all Aan and bag upon 
5 -all, who, are diſconſolate, and upon ſuck. as 
9 are under the ſeverity of domeſtic trials; 
8 be thou their counſel and director. R. ad | 
y give them patience, O Lord. b 
. Look. upon all in whatever diſtreſs or 
5 alllictions they be, Whether of body or 
ik mind, and rey them find that thou art their 
} God. R. And give them patience, O Lord. 
e Thus, O — Father, on the day of 
* this Martyr, we recommend to thy merciful 
9 protection all that are in trouble, 0 mol} 
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humbly "Ml both for them, and far our- 


ſelves, that we may learn to make a good 
ruſe of our trials; and by our patience under 
them, may, with the Martyrs, make them 
the purchaſe of an eternal crown. Grant 
this, O God, and now while we are taught 
by thy ne how we are to ſuffer, let this 
day no impatience be ſeen in us. And thou, 
0 Holy. Martyr, as thy example teaches, 10 


let thy charity plead for us, that we may 
n thy ſteps. Amen. 
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GOD, who amongſt other wonders of 
thy power, haſt rendered even the weak- 
er ſex victorious in Martyrdom, mercifully 
grant that we, who celebrate the triu * 
of 8. N. Virgin and Martyr, may by er 
example come to the poſſeſſion of thee. 
TL wo our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Son. 


came 12 glory the church, and an 2 
10 all chriſhans let us give thanks to Almighty 
God for the great prerogatives of graute, be- 
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7775 W te day: 5 8. Ns Holy 
in, who by a life of ſingular piety. be. 


owed upon her, and likewiſe beg that by ber 
example we and all chri ans may be led into the 


way of e e a 
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EFORE thee, 0 God of tnfinits Ma- 
jeſty, we bow down and adore this day, 


in acknowledgment of thy fingular gifts and 


graces ſo remarkably eminent in this th 

ſervant, by which thou haſt raiſed ſo weak a 
veſſel to that degree of holine's, as to become 
a light in thy church, an encouragement- to 


virtue, and a guide in all thoſe ways, which 


the Goſpel 1 as the lateſt paths to 
ſalvation. , 

For theſe thy mexcies to this Holy Virgin, 
we render thee praiſe and thankſgiving, and 


beg that thy name may be bleſſed by all ge- 
nerations. 
5 U iv 
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For calling, her ut of the Ag 6s Aube, 
come thy faithful ſervant... R. Pra: iſe and 
Thankſgiving be to thee, O Cod. r 
For giving her grace to deſpiſe the deceit- 
ful vanities of the world, and to chuſe the 
better part. R. Praiſe and thankſgiving be 
70 thee, O Gad. 

For giving her firength to ſtand againſt 
' all the ſnares of corruption, and to triumph 
over all the enemies of her ſoul. R. Praiſe 
and thankſgiving be to thee, O Gl. 
For leading her into the narrow way, and 
teaching her to renounce all things for the 
love. of her ſpouſe. R. Praiſe and thankſ- 

groing be to ; 8 O God. 

For teaching her to walk by the foirlt, and 
to hate her life in this world, that ſhe might 
keep it to life eternal. R. Praiſe and thauk- 
giving be to thee, O Gd. 

For teaching her to keep a clean heart, 
ſo to prepare to ſee thy face. R. Praiſe 

end thankſgiving be to thee, O Gd. 

Praiſe and thankſgiving be to thee, O 

God, for theſe, and all other thy gifts, with 

which thou waſt pleaſed in thy mercy; to 

enrich the ſoul of thy ſervant, giving, her 
the victory over all her enemies, and carry- 


ing her through may; wia to an ee 
crown. 


6 


127199 God 


Honour commemorate the 


prove and admire 
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But, O God, While Ne thus Vith 
in 


of thy 
mercy 1n others, ' may thy infinite gs 


have regard to us alſo, who are in want of 


thy help; and work that change in our 

ſouls, that we may find the effect of thoſe 

graces in ourſelves, which we ſo much ap- 
4 the Saint of this day. 

Draw us by the power of thy grace from | 

our own ways, and from all thoſe of the 


world, which are corrupt; and grant oy 


now in earneſt Anden to walk 


detter ſpirit, even by that ſpirit of Jeſs 


and his Goſpel, which was ſo remarkabl 
in this Holy Virgin, and conducted her t 


the preſence of her ſpouſe. 


Lead us, O God, we beſeech thee, into 
the way of her humility, that having a 
true ſenſe of our own unworthineſs, we may 
decline all the contrivances of pride as moſt 
unjuſt, may eſteem ourſelves the meaneſt of 


all, and embrace contempt as our due. R. 
Teach us, O God, ta be truly humble, and 


in this may we follow the fpirit of this Saint. 

Lead us, O God, we beſeech thee, into 
the way of her ſelf-denial and penance, that 
we may no longer coniſult our own, wills, 
aur inclination and appetite, - but conſider 


what is due to our ſins, what is neceſſary 


tor overcoming our own corruption, — 
ö v 
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hence take the meaſures of what we are 
to do, and What to avoid. R. Tuch ln, 
0 God, the ways 'of ſelf-denial and penante, 
oY in this may wWe Tolle the Miri of this 
E aint. 5 
Lead us, O God, we deſeech thee, ito 
A the? way of her patience, that we may bear 
| the trials, troubles, loſſes, and tempta- 
tions of this life, with a peaceable ſubmiſſion 
"to thy providence, to thy juſtice, and to thy 
J Holy A; and thus bcving in ourſelves 
all 4 nful diſquiets, be ſolicitous to improve 


under all our troubles. R. Teach ut, 0 


God, to be thus patient, and in this _— we 


"Pillow the ſpirit of this Saint. 
Lead us, O God, into the way ef her 


charity, that we may love thee and ſeek thee 


above all things; that we may -baniſh from 


dur hearts the ſinful and dangerous love of 
Me creatures, that we may give admittance 


"to no exceſs, to nothing that can defile; 
but labour to preſerve in our breaſts clean 
hearts, ſuch as may be fit for thy abode. 
. Teach us, O God, this charity, to "love 
; thee with all our hearts ; and in this ow fe We 


fo low the ſpirit of this Saint. 


Lead us, O God, we beſeech "thee; into 


Abe. Way of her true wiſdom, that we may 


not, waſte our lives in folly, vanity or ſin, 
er in hade only for a zort life, which 
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J ith all. its contriyances and cares muſt ſoon 
„ dend in d duſt; but way, ene Or this, in 
, ſuch a manner, as by the good management 
's of a few: — nag to ſecure_ our eternal 

reſt. R. Teach us, O God, this true "wiſdom, 


0 and in this. an we lle. the ſpirjt_of this 
ty - Saint. „ 


* Lead us, 0 God, into the way” of he ber 

n conſtancy, that we may never be tired, eithe 

y | with the trials of this life, or the remec es 

g of our oun corruption, or the duties of g 

e ſtate; in all theſe may we hold on with 

0 "perſeverance, ever looking . at t, Chriſt, Our 

2 head, and at the crown that is ſet before up. us 
R. Teach us, 0. God, t be conſtaney, and 

r - this: may cue follow the i of this Saint 

Yo In this manner, we beſeech ws ket 

n to direct our lives, that having ſo many 

Ff examples of thy Saints, £yery, day calling 


upon us, we may not go, on blind, and, ſe; le- 
lels in the ways of our own corruption, as 
if we had been born for nothing, but to li lize 
here in folly, and vice; but may turn Hur- 
ſelves to thee, our creator and 8 God, 
and enter into ſuch. a, method, as Will be a 
comfort to us at the hour of c our death 

be a means of bringing us to the ß poll: 90 5 
of everlaſting hap inels. W bs: a 
18 For this end fhew thy mercy to "Us, O 


God, and open our ,ey3, Ney ay fe 


—— eee 
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the diſorders of our lives, and all. thoſe 
F which make us unlike what we 
profeſs; Deliver us, in this point, from all 
deceit, and ſuffer us not to be ſo unhappy, 
as. to. embrace ſnares and fin, under the 
retext of innocence. Sbew us what we are, 
and give us a true knowledge of all our 
ways and, O God, favour us, we beſeech 
bee, with that grace, which is neceſſary 
or our amendment; that while we honour 
thy ſervants, we may follow the example 
they have given us, and be in the way of 
partaking 0 their CrO ns. 

And in particular, O moſt Seen Lord, 
ſince . haſt, called us not to uncleanneſa, 
but to holineſs, give us grace to purify our 
Hearts from all that can defile. Let not the 
iniqui of the heathens be found in us, who 
are believers; but being diſengaged from 
all ſinful affeQion, may we keep that due 
guard both upon our outward and inward 
man, that the devil may find no entrance 
into our hearts; but theſe being preſerved 


holy, may be ſuch. as becomes the l 


of the Holy Ghoſt, .. 
LY Thus, O. God, we confeſs it — 


be in every ſoul; which having — 
at the font the Lexi and all his works, has 
een. conſecrated, a living ſacrifice to thee, 


gd NE" thy, child. W horohane, we 


* 1 
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— thee, O Gods to give all chriſtians 
true ſenſe of their character, and" of” thi 
1 —— which belongs t 
teſſion. Hence, O Lord, : | 
abhorrence of all wickedneſs, an id eſpecial] 
of all thoſe bruriſh* liberties, tick are 1 
favour of a carnal or ſenſual mind. cleanſe 
thy people from all the abominations 
unbelievers, ſanctify their converſation,” 4 
let nothing unbecoming be heard from thezi 
mouth; dut 150 thou aft holy, fo may | 
be 


* - 
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© 1-0 thy ſpecial provide” re redn nd 
all thoſe, who being in their tender years, 
are not yet tainted with vice. Be thou, 
O God, a guide to theſe, and preſerve thee, 
from all ſnares; give them difcretion, that 
they may not raſhly expoſe themſelves to 
— give them courage, that 'wheneyer 
danger meets them, they may either wiſch 
decline it, or be faithful in reſiſting 
Let not the love of vanity, folly, and idle 
entertainments, take the firſt poſſeſſion of 
their hearts; but draw them to thyſelf by 
a ſincere piety, that thy Bebe 
engaged to them, they may be ever fecure 
under thy protection. 7190 l 
Have mercy lkewiſe, we beſeech thee, 
on all thoſe, who having renounced” the 
world, have choſen Chriſt for their ſpoils, 
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ann conſecrated their lives to thee. Take 
rom them, O God, a worldly Ipirit;” and 
perfect in them the ſpirit of their vocation 
be thou the comfort of their labours, and 
may it be their daily endeavour more cloſely 
to be united to Chriſt, whom they haye 
choſen. Deliver them from all ſpiritual 
deluſions, and let nothing hinder them in 
making their 8 to thee, And 
thou, O "Holy Virgin, whom we honour 
this day, be mindful of them before the 
throne of God; pray for all the bleſſings 
belonging to their ſtate, that God may be 
glorified in them: Remember us alſo, who 
are in the midſt of a ſinful and uncertain 
world, that we may be ſecured by the ſame 
powerful hand which was your deliverance, 
and be led on in the ſame way to happineſs; 
ſolicit this for us, through the merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, our common Lord . * 
en Amen. 131 
al n Let 1 Us Pray: 
5 "EAR u us, 0 God, our Assen thas 
14 as we rejoice in the feſtival of thy 
Holy Virgin 8. N. fo we may be improved 
in the affection of ſolid piety. ng 
our wen 2 urg 3 #1590 bans 
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gus being the day of . N. « Hol Widnw, 

who being rekaſed from worldly engage- 
\ments, hon wars her widowhood tu Gad in 
a life of eremplary piety ; let ut give thanks 
zer the plenty of —— graces, ſo remarkable 
'n this his «ſervant, and 1 ge. _ doe 
nay lin Hus hericxample o Hit 


ON Let t Pray. 1 ni bao! 

118 Dire 903 nt 918 
2 8 0 aden God, we render 
thanks for the great example we have 
in thy ſervant, whoſe virtues, with their 
"rewards, the church calls us to commemo- 
Tate this day. She had her part in the world, 
but even in that diſtracted ſtate ſhe laid the 
foundation of a holy life; and having got 
the opportunity of "greater freedom, ſhe. 
turned it not to the ſervice of natural cor- 
ruption and ſelf. love, but improved her 
diſengagements from the world, for ing 
a more irict engagement with thee: oH 
Thus ſhutting her heart againſt the world, 
4 opening it towards heaven, ſhe received 
the * of heavenly bleſſings, and abound- 
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ing in all ; ſhe became an example to 
: 1s Sat prod © a- manifold — nent 5 y 
graces overflowing in herr. 

Of all which we ack "thee; Oo 
God; the fountain, and therefore bleſs thy 
name ſor whatever we admire in her; looking 
upon this, and all other feſtivals of the 
Saints, as fo many days of ſolemn acknow- 


ledgments of thy goodneſs to ſinful clay; 
and'of public thankſgiving for thy bounty, 
in diſpenſing thy manifold gifts, for the 
edifying of thy church, and encouragement 
of thy faithful in all good. 

Therefore whatever heavenly gifts and 
graces thou waſt pleaſed to pour forth upon 
this thy ſervant, we bow down, we adore 
thee, we give thee praiſe and thankſgiving 
for them, and beg that heaven and earth 
may join in e. thy Holy Name, and 
making the E due to thy 
goodnets, 

Jo the fame ee Ne addreſs our 
petitions, in our own behalf, beſeeching 
-thee' to extend thy mercy to us alſo; that, 
as We glorify thee for thy Saints, ſo we may 
glorify thee for thy grace communicated 
likewiſe to us, by which we may be directed 
into the way of thy commandments, and be 


ealous ITY their det who-in their 
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lines have ſhewed us the way to: everlaſting 
bliſs. O oon blalinene 6 gte tant ot 

And now on this day, 0. God, we be 
ſerch thee, may thy grace inſpire us with 
reſolutions of quitting our own. ways, 
and copying out thoſe, which are ſet before 
us by the example of this Saint. 
Turn our eyes, O God, to conſider the 
chriſtian wiſdom of this thy ſervants: in 
1 good a uſe of all the circumſtances 
of her ſtate, ; who turned not the great advan- 
tages ſne had to the ſervice of this world, but 
ſought thy glory, O God, in all; and made 
them preparations for a comfortable and 
happy death. R. Turn cur hearts, O Gods, 
_ we beſeech thee, Nei, to un . 5 
chri ian wiſdom. 8 | 

And hence, O Bleſſed Lands may; we! 
3 condemn, and Waser, our on 
unaccountable, and even fooliſh ways, who, 
are ever upon contrivances how to abuſeithy: | 
bleſſings, in ſeeking to ſet out, and ſatisfy a 
periſhing carcaſs, which is ſoon to return to 
duſt, aud neglect to provide for our better 
part, which has eternity waiting to receive it, 
and depending on our care. R. Grant 1, 0. 
God, e 8 thee, the wiſdom; to 10bſprrueyi 
condemn, and reform, <vhatever part we; he 
in * os yo n 0 votes 
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Turn our hearts, O God, to conſider how 
Aolicitous ſhe was in making a good uſe of 
her time, in not letting it be conſumed by 
fleeping, gaming, and other idle entertain. 
ments of a diſorderly and undiſciplined life, 
but ſtudying to employ it for that end, for 
Which it was granted her, in all thoſe exer- 
eiſes of piety, which the knew were accepta- 
table to thee, and moſt effectual for the 
ſecurity of her future ſtate. R. Turn our 
Hearts, O God, we | beſeech thee, nina to 
ras pared this her chriſtian wiſdom. 

And hence, O Bleſſed Lord, may we ob- 
2 and reform our own unaccoun- 
table and fooliſh ways, who having but a ſhort 
time granted us to provide-for eternity, and 
having many and difficult taſks upon our 
hands for making this proviſion, are yet 
ſuch wretched ill managers, as to be often 
-at a loſs, how to diſpoſe of our time, every 
day throw it away upon impertinencies and 


trifles, and often ſacrifice it to the devil and 


ſin. R. Grant ws, O God, we beſeech thee, 
-the wiſdom to obſerve, conderim and reform, 
'wohatever part we Daves in theſe” unaccotmtabie 
NE ways. © # 

Turn our watts, O God, to conſider how 
afolleitous ſhe was in making a good uſe of 
*\her money, not letting Yamty humour, or 

inclination "conſume it; but ſeeking thy 


i 
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glory i in thy own gifts, and endeavourir 


to 


— it to thoſe ends, for which-it was given 
her; in relieving the poor, the priſoner, 


and the diſtreſſed, in bringing comfort to 
the widow and orphan, in clothing the naked 


and making proviſion for ſuch whoſe neceſſi- 


tous or dangerous circumſtances exp 


them to ruin. Thus did ſhe, make, of what 


was ſuperfluous to her, the purchaſe: of eter- 
nity. R. Turn our hearts, O God, e be- 


ſeech thee, ſeriouſly to anſider this her alli 


A e 


And hence, 0 Bleſſed Loft. may we ob- 


y hang condemn, and reform our own unae- 
countable and fooliſh ways, who not ſoliei- 


tous for laying up treaſures in heaven, make 
that 11} uſe of our money, as if it were given 

us for no other end, than to ſerve our own 
extravagant hamours, and to feed that cor- 
ruption in us, which by the command of the 


| Goſpel, and by the great deſign of our pro- 
feſſion, we are required to fight againit and 


ſtarve, O God! How great is our injuſtice, 
in thus turning thy bleſſings againſt . .the 


| Goſpel, and in throwing away that 


Sly, vanity, or vice, which ought to have 
been the bread of the poor! R. Grant us, 
0 God, we beſeech thee, the ꝛviſdum to obſerve, 
_ condemn and reform, whatever. part we lea 


in neee and unjuſt i.. 
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Hear us, O moſt gracious Lord, we 
beſeech thee, and grant theſe our petitions; 
for while we conſider thy holy ſervants, and 
fee by what ways they arrived to that ſtate of 
bliſs, in the poſſeſſion of thee their God, we 


cannot but tremble at the ſight of our own - 


a n eireumſtances, who pretending to 
the ſame port of happineſs, are ſo very far 
Tor er.. 
For when we caſt but an eye upon thy 
Saints; we preſently ſee in them, ſouls 
thirſting after heaven, ſeeking heaven before 
all things, and uſing all means, which thy 
Goſpel recommends as proper for accompliſh- 
ing their deſires; ſparing nothing of them- 
ſelves, or of this world, which can be 
ſerviceable for this end, and thinking nothing 
Hard, nothing a loſs to them, which is but 
92 to eternity. | | 


. 


_- But'when we look upon ourſelyes, what 
is it, that with a full proſpect offers itſelf to 
.our fight? O God, it is ſomething ſo 
unlike our profeſſion of the goſpel, ſo very 
contrary to the way, by which thy Saints 
have come to thee; that we have reaſon to 
-be' confounded within ourſelves, whilſt we 
can ſcarce diſcover any thing, to prove that 
we are ſerious in our faith, that we believe 
amn eternity to come, that there is either a 
heaven worth our care, or a hell which we 


m4 A ws -@, & a $a pt yok cc wo 


ni % 1M meds — — 


need to apprehend. Pet whets dh this 


faith appear in all that ſucceſſion of pxid 
ſloth, ſelf-love, ſenſuality, and the love af 
the world, which divide all the days of our 
life. I; 
Our life ſhews evidently that we fore 
ourſelves, are fond of the world .and of 1 15 
corrupt ways. But Where is 8 eviden 
of our faith, or love of thee, unleſs. in 
haſty and ceremonial performances, in which 
our heart ſeems but little concerned ? And 
is this the way of the Saint! 
Wherefore, O moſt merciful Lord, we, 
beſeech thee to have compaſſion on us, and 
by the power of thy grace to work a change 
in our hearts; ſuch a change, O God, that 
we may not only be aſhamed of our evil 
ways, but likewiſe have a real abhorrence 
of them, as unworthy of our profeſſion, and 
as the ſnares of eternal death. _ ** 
Such a change, that our great ſolicitude | 
may no more be in pleaſing the world, 8 
ſatisfying our own corrupt nature, but 1 
following the ſteps of thy faithful ſervants, 
in ſeeking, above all dae te do, thy 
Holy Will, and to work out our Salvation, 
Grant this, 0 God, not only to. zus, but, 
to all who have faith in thy bol Vi name z. 
that all ſcandalous and wicke IC 
being ketorted, "they© may Walk 2 8 | 
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2 I : > Nr 89 82 0 K >» - 1 4 * 
their vocation, and give no offence either 


to Few. or. Gentile, nor to the church of 
God. | 


This we aſk. more in particular for thoſe, 
who. have undertaken to live in the ſtate 


of widowhood. Let thy holy grace; O 


God, direct theſe to withdraw. their hearts 


from the common vanities of the world, to 
decline all idle meetings, and by the con- 
ſtant method of their lives to convince all, 
that they ſeek not preſent comforts, but 
thoſe which are to come, and have choſen 
thee to be their portion. 


Thus, O God, we beſeech thee to lead 


them on by the glorious example of the 
Saint of this day, that becoming widows 
indeed, they may have the fk, of it 
here, and the reward hereafter. Amen. 


yy Let us Pray. 


T TEAR us, O God, our Salvation, that 
| as we rejoice in the feſtival of bleſſed 
8. N. ſo we may be improved in the affec- 
tion of ſolid , piety, Through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt thy Son. 
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ON 216i Divie&vibw' ot 2 Cirokin,” 
TH I'S being the dedication" of S. N. 4 me- 


morial of eie day, when peace being re. 
ſored to the 252 world, and liberty grante 
for building of Churches, this toas Ofted'Þ 
Conſtantine, and conſecrated by S. 8) ylveſter, 
then Biſhop of Rome ; let us give hank, for. 
peace being thus granted to the church, and 
beg grace for making a good uſe f whatever 
part we have in this Peace. 4 


£ i | 
Let us Pray. 2 


» 
* 


rather of mercy, to wet we render 
our thanks for thy great mercy to the 


faithful in the primitive times, when having 


ſuffered a cruel perſecution of three hun- 
dred years from the tyranny of heatheniſh 
Emperors, thou didſt at length remove the 
ſword, and delivering them from the hands 
of their enemies, gaveſt them an oppor-· 
tunity of ſerving thee' without fear. 
This, O God, was a great bleſſing to thy 

people who having been ſo long cofifined in 

thy worſhip to caves and deſerts, now - 
had liberty of openly profeſſing thy name, 
of meeung in churches, and in full aſſem - 
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4% On the Dedication of a Church. 
blies of giving praiſe to thy glory, and this 
without danger of 15 or ſwerd, or rack, 
or of any temporal power appearing to in- 
texrupt the comforts of their ſurpribng 

ce. 
For this thy goodneſs to. thy church we 
now bleſs. and. adore. thy de name, and 
moſt earneſtly beg thy 5 ing grace, 
wg thy people may not abuſe this liberty to 

thy diſpleaſure; that they may be always 
mindful, how - a, mercy, it is to have 
— freedom of ſerving thee, to have the 
comforts of thy ſacraments, and of their 
aſliſtance 2 theu haſt appointed to feed 
the flock, and minilter to them in jet ne- 
ceſſities. 
May the ſenſe of this manitold mercy. be 
ever attended with a grateful acknowledg- 
ment in the breaſts of thy faithful; may this 
oblige them to be more fervent in prayer, 
more conſtant in every duty, more edifying 
in thy preſence, more ſolicitous in ſer vi 
thee, and more fearful of offending thee,  - 
O God, we beſeech thee, — their 
hearts open to underſtand this their obliga- 
tion, becauſe. it is due to thy goodneſs ;.. and 
becauſe they can have no gre ater aſſurance 
of the continuance of thy bleſſings, than by 
the 2 ule of what they. enjoy. my 

| is, 


4 
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- This, O moſt Juſt Lord, thou haſt ſuf. 
ficiently manifeſted to us in thy rigorous 
judgments upon ſo many cities, nations and 
countries; which being once bleſſed with the 
profeſſion of thy faith and worſhip, being the- 
ſeats of fo many eminent biſhops, and holy 
paſtors, are now many of them heaps of 

ruins; others are over run with hereſy and 
ſchiſm, and many are fo wholly poſſeſſed by 
infidels, that there is not a eben to be 
found amongſt them. | 

Theſe, O God, are terrible dg ne 
ſuch as ought to make us tremble at the very 
thought of them. And what is it, chat has 
drawn the weight of thy anger upon theſe 
people, but what had done the ſame before 
upon the cities of Judah and Jeraſalem. 
And upon thy holy temple? "They had for- 
gotten thy mercies, and abuſed thy bleſſingsz 
they remembered not that thou waſt their 
deliverer, and therefore they kept not thy 
ſtatues, nor obſerved thy laws. Hence de- 
folation ruſhed in upon them as a torrent; 
they were confounded in their ſins; and 
they who would not know thee in thy 
mereies, were forced to confels thee: under 
the terror of thy jud ts. 

Thus, O God, haſt chou plete 
manifeſt the terms, upon which thy bleſ- 
ſings are held; and that they are not to con- 

Vol. XIII. "IM 
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fide; in,s laſting poſſeſſion who, abuſe what 
4hrough.thy goodneſs they enjoy; wherefore 
Fe , moſt, earneſtly, make it our requelt to 
thee, . that all thy, faithful throughout — 
church, who enjoy the liberty of thy worſhip, 
have a true ſenſe of this mercy; and 
by a good uſe of it confirm i it to themſelves, 
and to their generations, after them, and not 
ag their Aren, a curſe inſtead of a we 
Ss And — we aſk this for the faithful, re- 
member, we beſeech thee, all thoſe unhappy 
cities aud nations who were once thy people, 
but are now buried in hereſy or infidelity. 
Forget them not, O God, for ever, but let 
thy mercies be turned upon them. Open 
their eyes to ſee their miſery, open their 
hearts to receive thy grace: Take from 
them all 1 and prepare their minds to 
embrace thy truths. Raiſe up thoſe, who 
may carry light to them; let them no longer 
lie open to rapine, but * them again to 
thy fold, and may all nations with one voice 
Ai thee their God. 

Remember us alſo, 0 Bleſſed Load in 
this mation, and grant us that favour, as to 
erye thee without fear. Look not upon our 
tins, for we confeſs theſe to be very provok- 
ing; ſuch as render us unworthy of all thy 
— * make us fear the loſs of what 
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ever privileges we enjoy. And therefore, 
while we afk, O God, for thy fayour, tee 
acknowledge ourſelves unworthy © What we 
alk ; but implore thy goodneſs to have cotn- 
on on us, and not to deal with us ac- 
cording to our iniquities. Save thy inhe- 
ritarice, we beſeech thee, and for the ſake 
of thy elect, give us not up to deſtruction. 
Teach us to make a good uſe of whatever 
opportunities we have of ſerving thee; 
teach us to be thankful for them; let us 
complain of none but our on ſins; upon 
cheſe may we charge all our unhappineſs; 
and therefore make choice of hams k 
and repentance, as as the only expedient” for 
regtloving' thy ſcourges from us. 
For this end we beſeech thee to put it intd 
the hearts of thy faithful, to reform all abuſes 
in their public aſſemblies, as often as they 
nieet to pay the nee that 1 is due to thefr 
God. 0 15 O30 es in 
As often as we come into thy holy plaes, 
may we remember in whoſe produce we are z 
may we call to mind thy infinite maſeſty, 
and our own wants; and as theſe ning. 
ſo Tegulate our outward and in ward nian. 
May it be our firſt ſolicitude to avoid all 
kind of irreverence and indecency, ul 
whatever can be diſedifying to- chers. R. 
Grant this our petitron, O Merriſul Cad n 
X 1 
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May we take no liberties in favour of an 
idle, gazing or vain. humour. R. Grant 
this our petition, O Merciſul God. 0 
May we not there conſult our eaſe, nor 
be more ſolicitous to ſerve our own lazy 
humour, than do what is becoming thy wor- 
an R. Gram this our Petitions, 0 Marcel 
vi May-1 we not. there! wh dinving and hud- 
dling run over our prayers, as if making an 
end Was our only concern. R. Grant this 
aur petition, O Mes ciſul Gold. 
May we not there, with a diſſipated and 
roving mind, repeat over a number of 
prayers, as if a lip-ſervice were all the ſacri- 
fice belonging to thy worſhip. R. Grant 
this our petition, O Merciful Gl. 
May we have fo much faith and ſeriouſ- 
Seid, as to be afraid of provoking thee there, 
where we come to aſk thy bleſſings. * 
Grant this our petition, O Merciſul God. 
May we there ſee the extreme — * 
al manifold miſeries of our ſoul, and make 
our petitions with an attention and ſolicitude 
anſwerable to our neceſſities. = Grank: this 
our petitiong O Merciful God. ad 
May we there ice ourſelves. as eximinals, 
condemned for our ſins to the tarments of 
hell; may we there appear with the humility 
of cxiniinals before our Judge, and raiſe 


On the Dedizdtion of a Church. 1g 
up our hearts with the ſame earneſtneſs, as 


thoſe- who are petitioning for merey. - R. 

Grant this our petition, O Merciful Gad. 
May we there adore thee, as becomes the 

Infinite Majeſty of our God, in whoſe pre- 


ho 


fence the pillars - of heaven tremble; 
we there ſerve thee as becomes ſlaves, 
have been redeemed by thee; may we there 
manifeſt our love to thee, as becomes thy 
children; who though moſt unworthy, have 
received infinite bleſſings from thy hand, 
as of a moſt loving and tender Father. 
R. Grunt this our petition; O MMercifu God. 
' Shew mercy to us, O God, and grant 
theſe our requeſts not only to us, but to aH 
the faithful, that all ma dre thee in ſpirit 
and truth; that all abuſes, irreverences and 
ey being baniſhed. from the places of 
ay worſhip, they may become the thoufes 
prayer, and nothing be admitted chere, 
but what is well-pleaſing in thy ſight. 
Grant this, O God, that by the ; ew 
uſe of thy bleſſings we may obtain the 
tinuance of them, and cbs: the danger 
from us of being left defolate, which» has 
been the puniſhment of ſo many nations. 
Hear us, O Merciful Lord, and let grati- 
tude, under the ſenſe of thy "favours; ->teach: 
us to ha n in + this n chat ſo-we may 
1 | 31S ii 112 
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0 60D; who every Cee FRY: us 
5 e onferrititn! | of his holy "church, 
Ard by thy ſacred myſteries ford ft us the 
bleſting of thy protection; "graciouſly vouch- 
"fate 5 hear the prayers of thy people, and 
grant that as many, as enter into this church 
to petition for thy favours, may have the 
comfort of obtaining what they aſk. en 

our Lord Jefus halt 90 Son. 1 
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II 18 being the dig on — Chr: Und 
Aru, on the Groſs, a voluntary ſacrifice for the 
"redemption of man; let us renew the memory 
of this infinite mercy, and acknowledge it before 
e wa in le 1 e Manner” we 


9311] OT x e ” vo. 

R IOW 2111 i | n 
EFORE, che, 0 Wanda: — we 
Vaſſemble and bow, down this day, 


-x 


va 2 


— 


% 
.v 
all | 
2633251 ; 1 89 * 


| * 
obliged , by, the infinite reh ME: have 
received that.. ay U 


om thy hand; For tha 7 
been loſt by ſin, and being incapable o 
ourſelves of ever making our peace with 
thee, and recovering the way of ſalvation, 
thou waſt pleaſed to have compaſſion on us, 
and ſending thy only Son to become man, 
didſt by the effuſion of his ſacred blood 
redeem, us from our unhappy. ſtate, and 
put us in the way of working out our ſal- 
Nauon. „ Tap 26 3565 Soto 
For this thy mercy, O God, in ſo loving 
the world, as to give thy only Son for it, 
we praiſe thee, we adore the, e ma wy 
thee, we deſire all the blefled choirs above 
to acknowledge and give thanks for this 
exceſs of thy goodneſs to loſt man, in reſ- 
cuing him from his captivity, and by the 
death of thy Son purchaſing the liberty of 
a ſlave. * dn; & n 306 e Me 
0 God! Who. can: ſufficzently: admire 
this expedient of thy mercy | Who is able 
to make any return for what thou haſt done 
for us ſinners! All that we can do is to 
confeſs thy goodneſs, and to own that we 
are thy purchaſe; that being ranſomed by 
the blood of Chriſt we belong to thee 
Behold therefore, O God, this we a&- 
knowledge before there; we are thine”! n 
a manifold tive, but particularly fer 
IV 


W » . 
< 


eben bete at ſo —_— a n as the 
blood of our Redeemer; and (obliged by 
this title, behold we now make an offer- 
ing of ourſelves to thee; we offer our body, 
our ſoul, with all their faculties, inclinations 
and ſenſes; we offer our time, with all 
our temporal ſubſtance; we offer all the 
ſeveral circumſtances of our lives, 0 
ther thoſe which are agreeable to us, 
ethers that are afflicting: All we offer 0 
thee, confeſſing it to be juſt, that what is 
thine ſhould be employed in thy fervice, 
. hould be e e will, ſhould be re- 
ferred to 

Confirm us, 0 Gee we befeech this; th 
the offering we make, that as we own the 

juttree, ſo we may be faithful in the execu- 
= of it. For this end ftrengthen us, - 
_Mercttul Lord, grace, that notwith- 
ſtanding our 9 — 8, and the end- 
leis temptations of life, we may be  eyer 
mindful of our duty, and fuffer nothing to 
_ perſuade us to what we own to be unjuſt. 

Suffer not, O God, the world to Tian 
vpon us, to obſerve its ways and orders, con- | 
trary to what thy Goſpel teaches. 5 
Bauiker not our own corruption to prevail 
upon us, to favour its nclinations, and 


ſatisfy its deſires ce ntrary to hat thou baſt 
commanded. 
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Juffer not company or ill cuſtom. to pre- 
vail upon us, to comply in any ſinful diforder 
Mun u to * — 

Suller not the devil, by any temptation or 
Mare, to prevail upon us, to yield to any 
thing, either in thought, ward: or deed, 
REN 18 diſpleaſing to thee, WOES: 

In all theſe particulars we moo humbly 
implore thy grace, O God, to be our guard, 
our protection and ſtrength, becauſe we con- 
feſs it our duty to be thus juſt and faithful ĩ in 
thy ſervice ; and we confeſs our infirmities 
to be ſuch, that without thy. divine ine 
we mult certainly fail}... © an cont 

Help us — Seed O'moſt Gracious Lord; 
and by the merey of this day, in which thou 
haſt given us ſuch proof of thy goodneſs and 
love, have compaſſion on us, and ſo ſecurs 
us under the protection of thy grace, that! 
haying the comfort of being redeemed bil 
thee, we may likewiſe have — n 
ſerving thee all the days of our life. 


24 
And ſince our bleſſed Redeemer, gave bis 
life o on this day to overcome. ſin, and to * 
ver us from its tyranny, grant wwe may 
only. be careful i in ſerving thee, but Ius 
diſtinguiſh this day, by joining with Chriſt. 
NE, Woe in a Ne ee een againſt; 
Wikis «134f3 2 


{ſin and in labouring to overcome all that in 
ourfelves, which puts us in danger of it. 
Hence, O God, ſince repentance is neceſ- 
ſary for overcoming fin, give us thy grace to 
make this day, a day of fincere- repentance. 
May we this day, chuſe ſome retirement, 
— to conſider and lament all our! paſt 
iniquities; may our hearts be ſeized with 
a horror upon the ſight of our ingratitude, 
| ption, and rebellion; and having 
viewed in the wounds of our Redeemer, the 
hatred thou beareſt to fin, and with what 
rigour thou puniſheſt it, may we then open 
our hearts to grief, and let our eyes become 
fountains of Rp to bewail our great un- 
- happineſs,” under the guilt of ſo many ſims, 
we have unworthity committed againſt. thee, 
our God; againſt thee, our Redeemer ; 
againſt thee, our Father; againſt thee, our 
— benefactor, who haſt ence 


ompaſſed 
with bleſſings, and followed us with mer- 


eies, even all thoſe years, in which we have 
"_ ungratefully offended thee. 

In this view of ourſelves, may we humble 
our ſouls under the weight of our miquities, 
confeſſing all our crimes before thee; and 
kewiſe acknowledging that ſuch $ 
are unworthy of the- leaſt-of thy bleſſings ; 
that fuch as are allowed to: hy innocent, 

oughr to de denied to us; and that it ĩs not. fit 


tuch criminals ſhould be ati their 
deſires, or fayoured-in-their inclinations- 
Hence, O God, | on: this day, above 
»others, may it be our practice to live; 28 
decomes repenting and humbled. ſinders, 
purpoſely declining whatever is not agreeable 
to this ſtate ot humiliation- May we decline 
all public ſhews, gaming, and :entertain- 
ments; may we avoid unproſitable viſitg; 
may we give no indulgence to curigh- | 
ty or floth; may we not ſtudy vanity or 
appetite, nor ſeek idle mirth; but rather live 
retired in mourning for our ſins ; ſeclud- 
ed from all theſe ſatisfactions which others 
take, as not agreeable to the ſtate of humbled 
finners, ho are not to regard what: nature 
requires, but what repentance demands, 
which is“ ſoliciting for the en pal 
offences. * 4 191 161 100 IT Lak 
:Amd>beculs true repentance, a 
1 foulneſs | of ſin, ſees it to deſerve pun NY 
ment, hence, O God, may it be che effect 
of thy grace in us on this day, above others, 


to eſpouſe the cauſe ↄf juſtiee, and * 
re puniſhment of ſ inn 


'> Upotr this conſideration, May: At!) mand 


s to bear with patiganee Mhatg her 
aſfictzon comes from) thyoheavenyshengd; 
may we receive it with humility, ſudmiſſon 
and eee as the eilec ob thy; 3 


” ” 
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what is due to our ſins: and hence, O God, 
ma no word of impatience this day de 
card. kom us. R. Crans this, 0 Grd of 
2 
Upon the fame mative,, may we der with 
patience: whatever provocation is: given us 
by aur. neighbour, whether by any injury, 
affront or ill humour; may we take it all 
with humility, ſubmiſſion and ſilence, as 
the effect of thy juſtice, and as due to our 
im; and e O God, may no word of 
allon, quarrelling or impatience, this day, 
be 5 heard from us. R. Grant this, O Go 


nu 


of mercy, O a non Fg 409.07 5" 
pen the fame motive, whatever hap- 

pen to us, which we apprehend as a lefſen- 
ing to us, as a contempt or reproach, f 
may we take it with humility, ſubmiſſion and 
ſilence, as the effect of thy Juſtice, and as ö 
due to our ſins; and hence, Oo God, may 4 
- 


Pay” vec =o 


_— . Sy S 


no. word of impatience or complaint be this 

day 5 from us. R. e n D Goes | 

of mercy | 5 | | 
Upo u the fame motive, may we Fogg : 

with juftice in our endeavours of puniſhing fin 

in ecru by by ſuch ſelf- denials as prudence | 

mall dize Iz in puniſhing our appetite, be- 

cauſe 5 5 at we have offended; and tbere- | 

fore obliging it to ſuch an abſtinence, both 

as to; meat and drink, as may be uneaſy to 

it; in; puniſhing, our tongue, baudlein Jus... 


 & & we 


we have offended; and therefore pitthig" ft 
under ſuch a reſtraint of ſilence, as may be 
uneaſy to it; in puniſhing our ee becauſe” 
in that we | kive offended by making £ 
ſtoop to Tuch / Mera ths" as hall 
uneaſy to it; in puniſhing our ſloth, betauſe 
in that we have offended; and Therefore 
obliging ourſelves to fach exerciſes, both 
in riſing, praying, recollection, Hangs, 
working, viſiting poor and rich, 28 may be 
vnealy' to us; 85 theſe, and whatever An 
ways may de proper, ever ſubmitting With 
humility and patience; as to puniſſiments 
due to our ſins. R. Grant rhis, O Gee of © 


+. 19451! | of NO? 


Grant, 0 God, that this ray be gur 
method on this day; may thy grace both 
direct and ſtrengthen us in it; and if nature 
be-uneaſy, Help us we beſeech thee, in over- . 
coming it, and foreing it to yield to what 8 
juſt; help us in gaining this victory, "that 
heving boo fo blind and miſerable, as to 
1d to nature in the ways of fin, we man 
now be ſo happy as to oblige nature to yie BH 
to jaſtice/in the puniſhment of it,” 0 
A long as nature ſtruggles, may we ft : 
wer our {endeavours for "making it © 


ty. May we put it in mind, that it is 0 
faſt its rebellion ſhould be punflned: That 
by puniſhment ĩt is to be made afraid of fin, © 
which colts it ſo dear: That by the exerciſes 


. aud move God to merey, and 
prevent! that other puniſhment- of his juſtice, 
+ which-is eternal; that having | ified itſelf 

up againſt its God, it is fit it ſhould be 
humbled, and ROW {nll the ini 11 its 
wickedneſs. „ns- 21343 00 E021 

But above au, 0 God, a g on this 
Vork of; penance: with Cacueſs, may we on 
this day aſcend in ſpirit to Mount Calvary, 

and ſee the pattern there ſet before us. May 

we for one day at leaſt live by that copy, 
which ought to be our rule all our lives. 
May we we from him ſee how to be ſilent 


amidit reproaches and contempt, how to be 


patient under the weight of troubles, how 
to conform our will to thine, O God, in 
the midſt of the greateſt deſolation. May 
we from him learn a crucified life under an 
univerſal contradiction to nature; not in 
things inconſiderable, but in the extremities 
-:of à general anguiſh... May we from his 
Vvounded and torn fleſh. learn what is the 
puniſhment due to ſin; and having an 
aſſurance from his Apoſtle that he ſuffered, 
leaving us an example that we may follow 
his ſteps; having Chriſt himſelf calling 
upon us to deny ourſelves, and take up our 
croſb and follow bim, * we then every 
ne ourſelves and: alk. 


Ca 1 a 5 
23605 S360) 455 1-at81603T6U' 3&AW 1 


een which is due to my ſins? 


3 Add to fuſer: on FE 
par es to have no part in it, wagen de 


calls me to it, and nn me to 
* 7 1 


Am 1 aha olfeider: to. _ whpinaiſhgs, 


while the ſpotleſs Lamb ſuffers, and tells me 
he ſuffers for my example? 

Am I to follow nature ſtill, which has 
led me into ſin; and depart from Chriſt, 


- who by A _— me how to cancel 
An? 


2 1 to think. it diffcult to dat 


ſelf-denial, which Chriſt commands; when 


dy ſuch contradiction I may partake in the 
ſuffering of Chriſt, and eſcape the — 


Klare i ed naue 10 bn hemd, Mel 
1 not follow Chriſt — emedy of fin? 
O my Jeſus, edeemer, I deſire to 


eee eee eee my light and 
my guide, and I beg thy grace, that, as 


tar as belongs to me, I may ever follow thy 


ſteps. This, O God, may I do all my life, 


according to the example thou haſt given 
me in all thine. But ſmce on this day thou 
waſt pleaſed to give thy life on the croſs 
for the redemption of ſin, give me grace 
this day particularly to ſtudy the croſs; to 
fee in what particulars, I can take up mine; 


to ſee in what particulars I can make a ſacri- 
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thine, find acceptance with the Father; for Ml ** 
on the day of ſo great a ſacrifice, it is juſt N 
all thy followers ſhould monrn for the ter- 
rible effects, which fin. has upon thy ſacred 
perſon, and not ict this day. paſs without 7 
ſome. offering of a.cantrite heart, which, may IM ;-- 
be on their parts a ſacrifice for ſin. Grant Gr 
this, O Bleſſed Jeſus, that I may ſo obſerve 57 
the day of our redemption, as to partake of 5 
the redemption thou haſt wrought for me. 
Let ns Pray. 
SIIDNASY SW Doe Mgnmw 54 | va XY. 
ORD Jeſus Chriſt, who didſt deſcend 1 
from the boſom. of thy Father upon 
earth; and ſhed thy precious blood for the * 
remiſſion of our ſins; we humbly. beſeech _ 
thee, that in the day of judgment being. 
| placed at thy xight hand, we may hear thoſe. 
| words, ome eu bleed; who liveſt and, W © 
| reigneſt with God the Father. I a 
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I An 8595 Duck Hit: 

Ob 18 oN Serun gar. 4 Au. Fe 
Tan being a ay on which the dene — 
ur 10 4 Sibley memorial of the Blefjed 

Firgit 5 let us this day ruiſe ip our. thoughts to ; 

God, and thanks for his eminent grucet, 

by which was priviledged above alt omen 


and beg that her example f /anSy may be * 1 
us the er of our lives. * Andes 
3:53.85 
Le tes Pray. 


O thee, 0 1 God, we render 
1 our oo humble thanks! for 5 6 
man es of ce, by which thou 
eo e diſtinguilhed the Blefled + 
Virgin, and manifeſted her to the whole 
world to be the choice of heaven 
It is what obliges us to exalt/thy glory, 
O God, upon earth, to fee in our corrupti- 
ble and mortal fleſh a foul ſo above the cor - 
ruption of our nature, as to be declared 
2 teſtimony from heaven to be full of g race 
even upon earth; and to be fo fandtißed by 
thy gifts, that thy only Son, the eternal 
word, ſhould take fleſſi of 1 and become 
man, and {he . become the Mother of 
her Lord. 
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For theſe: thy prerogatives to her, 0 
Eternal Father, we bleſs and adore thy Hoh 
Name, and publiſh to the whole world that 
thou art worthy of praiſe, and glory, and 
benediction, for thus manifeſting thy gifts, 
and by the wonders of thy power and good. 
neſs raiſing up our dull ſouls to — thy Not 
mercies, and confeſs that thou art our God. pre 
Bleſſed therefore be thou, O God, for all N ou 
the wonders of thy goodneſs in the Bleſſed I dil 
Virgin, and in particular for that eminent I me 
ſanctity of her life, by which ſhe is become a 
light and example to us in the way of falva. 
tion, and teaches us both what we have to aſk 
of thee, for the help of our corruption, and 
how we are to live for the coming to the 
poſſeſſion of thy glory. Let it be thy bleſ. 
ling to us this day, O Ged, that we may 
learn ſomething of what ſhe teaches, fo, 
with her, to make our approaches to thee. 
Ihe firſt petition we make on this account I u. 
is, that as the Bleſſed Virgin was full of grad, i 
ſo thou wouldeſt vouchſafe, O God, toe 
grant that thy grace may abide in us alſo: I { 
That our hearts may be prepared to receive iſ £ 
this divine gift; and not only to receive it, I t 
but likewiſe to be in that good difpoſition, Iſ * 
as to continue in the laſting poſſeſſion of it. 
For this end, we beſeech: thee, O Father 4 
of Mercy, to purify our hearts from all ſin - 
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ful affection, and to take from us all chat 
corruption, which defiles/ our ſouls, and 
renders them incapable of thy grace. Let 
nothing abide in us, O God, which is diſ- 
pleaſing to thee: Let neither the love of the 
world, nor. the love of intereſt, not the love 
of any creature, nor any kind of paſſion ſo 
prevail in us, as to exclude thy grace from 
our hearts: And if there be any thing of this 
diſorder i in us, we Impiore my merey! to re- 
move it. 

For if! we honour and adihive the Bleſſed 
Virgin for being | full of grace ;) and then 
turning our eyes upon our own breaſts, 
ſee plainly that we are full of the world, 
full of ſelf-love, full of fin, | and that thy 
grace, O God, cannot likely have any place 


in us, how unhappy muſt we be! How little 


comfort can we have in the ſolemnities ef 
thy Saints, whoſe remarkable exemplarity 
muſt be a reproach of our careleſs and 
faithleſs ſtate, and the condemnation of our 
crimes! Hear therefore our prayer, we be. 
ſeech thee, and grant that as the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin was full grace, of we alſo N be 2 N 
tied by ſome portion of it. 

A ſecond petition we make, chat e 


have an aſſurance; by the mouth of mne Angel 
that thou, O Lord, waſt with her; ſo thou 
wouldeſt youchlafe to be with us allo, te 


—— — 
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and to carry us through all the difficulties df 


imagining comfort to be in whatever: is the 
object of Our inclinations. ie 2 17 17 4 
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abide with us, to enlighien us, to direct us, 
to heal us, to comfort us, to ſtrengthen ug, 


this life till we come to a better. 

This, O God, we aſk of thee, becauſe of 
the great unhappineſs of our temper, which 
is ever eager in the deſire of worldly things, 
and always thinks thoſe happy, who. are in 
the poſſeſſion of them. Hence, O God, 
how diſtracted are we in our deſires; ſome- 
times bent upon trilles, ſometimes upon 
What is vain, |, ſometimes upon What i 
worldly, ſometimes upon what is ſinful, and 


Thus our leads, and deceives us 
2 the - propoſal! oK 1 imaginary happineſs; 
t now, O God, we confeſs there is 30 
ſolid comfort but in thee alone, and, there es 


fore we moſt earneſtly beg thee to be evarſſpnc 


with us: All earthly things are vain, talkou 
and deceitſul; and whatever we poſſeſs ofpra 


them, they cannot make us happy 5 and hies 


therefore we confeſs the more we confide Nhe 


and reſt in them, the more we muſt expedi lee 
to be deceived. But thou, O Lord, an than 
infinne and only good, which cannot tall, 
Which alone canſt be our preſent and future 
happineſs: Be thou mfr 0 God, Ee 
dhou with Wor 077 eie r3ti AT _ ; «1716116 Wal 
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Be thou with us in all the circumſtances 


uf our lives; in our prayers, in our buſt-⸗ 


 ofeſs, in our recreations, at Our. table, our 
Nonverſation, in our troubles, in our weak 
 ofkeſs, in time of temptation and danger, in 
ich Wealth and fickneſs, and above all, O God; 
8 de with us at the hour ef our death. Grant, 


ay defire this; that reſting and placing our 
ope in thee, we may in thee find comfort, 
protection and ſecurity, and under this con- 


dence fear nothing, that the Geri or world 
in do againſt us. 


Be thou with us, O God; in b Ute. 


For thus only, O God, can we hope w 
de vm thee in the next. 


he Bleſſed Virgin laid up and pondered in her 


exe · Peart whatever things ſhe heard of Chriſt, 
= und of thy mercies, in the great work of 
al 


ur redemption; ſo we alſo may learn this 
practice, of laying up and keeping in our 
earts the remembrance of thy mercies, and 
hoſe great duties which our Bleſſed Re- 
leemer has taught us; for living thy ſervants, 
hand working out our falvation,”?\ 1951) 50 1 
tail, Hear us, O God, we beſeech thee, in: 
ture Whis point; for we tonfeſs here à great weaks 

» beſhels, a great incotiſtancy and lightneſs of our 


8 of 
and 
fide 
pell 
that 


Pature: Who, 8 we confeſs à faith of 


je beſeech thee, chat before all things we 


A third petition we make to thee; that as 


* 
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aff thow'teacheſt, ſeem. to fear thy N 
n our ſins, and to deſire thy mercies; 
ough we read and hear what belongs to om 
duties; though we are often moved, purpoſe, 
and make reſolutions, yet behold, O God, 
ſuch is our miſery, nothing of this ſticks by 
us; the next trifle carries away our Nanga 
buſineſs” © or trouble, or (in want of theſe) 
imp tinencies and follies take up our hearts; 
and we no ſooner turn away our eyes from 
thee, but preſently we forget thee, and al 
that belongs to our ſalvatian. 
This unhappy temper requires thy \hel 
* O' God; wheretore we moſt humbly: Þeſeed 
thiee to have compaſſion on us, aid by thy 
grace to confirm us againſt this effect of our 
inconſtancy. And ſince the order of thy 
mercies Tequires our endeavours, grant we 
may uſe ſuch means on our part, as: mms be 
proper for obtainin, what we aſk. 
Grant we may learn in the ſchool. of the 
Bleſſed © Virgin, and from this miſtreſs of 
meditation be taught to meditate on the life 
and Goſpel of Jeſus : May we make our hearts 
a treaſure of his divine inſtructions, and come 
to the practice of frequently comparing our 
lives with what he has taught Aſs :211 © 
b Help us, O God, in making this one pan 
of our daily exerciſe! And on' thoſe days, 
which thou haſt ſet apart for thy fervice, 
then, O God, may we remember that the 


* 
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vom of eternity calls for our thoughts and 


part for conferring in our hearts; an d m ak. 
ning a more particular enquiry into the ſtate 
e Mof our ſoul. Then, O Bleſſed Lord, may 

a Ive conſider the rules of the Goſpel, and by 
by Ireflecting on the methods of our lives, take 


ſome meafures of what is to be encouraged, 
fe) {what is to be changed, what to be amended 
in us. And this, O God, may we not 
lightly think over, but carry on ſo far, as 
al N to come to the execution of what we propoſe, 
In this manner may we lay up and ponder in 
our hearts, as the Holy Virgin did, in hopes 
ech Nof coming at length to ſome reſemblance of 
r WE 2c 
our And now, O God, give us leave to con- 
thy clude” our petitions of this day with this 
prayer, that we may ever labour to follow 
the directions given by our bleſſed lady 
the marriage: feaſt of Cana of Galilee, © 


f the doing > whatever Chriſt ſhall ſay ta us ; this 
s of was her advice to the ſervants ; and in fol- 


e life lowing it they found the effects of his power 
in a miraculous ſupply of their wants. 

come ] This, O God, may we do: Give, us 
our ¶ grace at all times to conſider what Chriſt 
Ways to us, whatever is his Holy Will and 
command: And whatever we find in our, 
ſelves, or in others, contrary to this, may 


= 


18 | 
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it be our copſtant practice wich refolutionty 
ſtand againdt it; declaring at all times that 
we can have no hopes; either in the power 
or merits; of Chriſt, but by endeavouring to 
be. faithful in the obſervance of his com. 
mands. Lead us, O merciful' God, ever 
on in this way, and may our fidelity aceom. 
pany the expectation we have in his mereies. 
And you; O Bleſſed Virgin, who know 
the infxmities of our nature, and difficulties 
of a chriſtian life, exerciſe your charity in 
our behalf; and pray before the throne of 
God, that we may walk in the way of his 


commandments, and be faithful followers of 


the Goſpel of jeſus Chriſt, to 3 be 
glory * ever. Aer. f 


1 = *. - 4 - 
- * 


Let 246. Pray 


Ge we beſcech thee, O Lord, 
| our God, that we thy fervants may 
enjoy a perpetual health, bath of mind and 
body, and by the glorious interceſſion of the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary, being delivered from 
preſent evils, may be brought to the potlel- 
fon of eternal joys. HY our Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt, ** Son. 
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